


—— 





} 


~ R A ee 





3 
ws 
a 








Syma . tiatae ONaB eens tT 




















Publ 


Entered az second class matter 
COPYRIGHT, 1949, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL KIGHTS RESERVED. 


~NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 1949 


L175 No.8 — 


-_— 


VIDE 














ished Weekly at 154 West 46th 


Street, 


December 


New York 19, N. Y,., 


99 





eS ee ee 


St. Louis Cops, FBI 


St. Louis, Aug. 2. 

Harry Caray, play-by-play gabber 
of all Cardinal b.b. games for the | 
Griesedieck Bros. Brewery Co., a | 
client of Ruthrauff & Ryan, is un- | 
der the protection of local cops 
and the FBI following the receipt 
of an anonymous threatening letter 
that the FBI obtained the day be- 
fore the important series with th 
Brooklyn Dodgers began at Sports- 
man’s Park here. 

The letter that threatened to 
blow up the ball park and Caray 
with it was written in longhand 
and bore a St. Louis postmark. 
Caray denied having received the 
letter and said if his employer or 
bankroller did he knows nothing | 
about it. The FBI would not com- | 
ment. 

Caray did read a letter from a | 
fan in Peoria, Ill., who said if the | 
gabber wanted to root for the) 
Cardinals he should do so from a} 

| 


Seat in the grandstand or bleachers 
but not over the mike. The writer 
said he was sending a copy of the | 
letter to Baseball Commissioner | 
Chandler requesting that Caray be 
barred from broadcasting the) 
Cardinal-Dodger series. 
Caray’s flaming admiration for 
the success of the Cardinals with | 
(Continued on page 55) 


Saratoga’s Wide Open, 
Prices Down This Year 
But No Turnaways Seen 


Saratoga, Aug. 2 
_ Saratoga has apparently seen the 
light and this watering spot is be- 
ginning to reform. Prices are con- 
siderably lower in an effort to at- 
tract a wider clientele and the gyp 
is definitely on the decline. Within 
. few years, it’s expected that 
— will be geared for a mass 





But despite the increased num-_ 
of 1 of spenders expected because 
Ower prices, a general aura of 
Pemeniom pervades among those 
Al made a killing during the war. 
which e luxury resorts are off, 
trad indicates which way the 
ade winds are blowing. 

Serahes Jersey racetracks are giving 
York 8a a stiff run for the New 
City horsey set. Jersey 


(Continued on page 46) 
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TV’s 52,000°%, Impact 
: Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 
ane Curtains, which made an 
same ishing click with a television 
Seeeet last year, is back for a 
Some a 13-week series of 
ments _ Spot film announce- 
ing i ated for WFIL-TV, start- 
Th 8. 25. They will be insert- 
yoeony at 7.28 p.m. 
TV's year firm tlocked up one of 
iggest success stories using 
exclusively to advertise 
k” Curtains in the Phila- 
In a period of eight 
Cameo’s wholesale sales 
a 52,000% increase over 
lous eight-month period. 
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Guard Caray, 





ABC’s Golden Jubilee 
Ethel Barrymore Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Ethel Barrymore draws a radio 
tribute from the Academy Aug. 15, 
which date marks her 50th year in 
show business and 70th birthday. 
Show folks in Hollywood, New 
York, Paris and London will pay 
their respects to the veteran actress 
on a half-hour show to be broad- 
cast over ABC. 

Dwight Hauser directs the Holly- 
wood segment, 


Pix Biz United 
On Theatre TV 


Entire film industry, after weeks 
of intensive huddles, has decided 
to band together to present a uni- 
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By BERT BRILLER 


A new pattern in television pro- | 
gramming has been devised, aimed | 
taking the networks off the | 
hook and setting up a! 
bargain counter for sponsors to 
shop for “ready to air’ packages 
that can fit any taste and purse. 

ABC-TV has taken the initiative 
in developing the brand new tech- 
nique—building a backlog of some 
20 new shows, cutting kinescopes 
and keeping them on ice until a 
sponsor picks up the tab. Talent 
involved includes Joe E/ Brown, | 
Edward Everett Horton, Kate 
Smith, Fannie Brice, Cab Cal- 
loway, Wendy Barrie, Boris Karloff, 
Arthur Shields and Fred Robbins. | 

“Putting on a Series as a sus-| 
tainer can pour a lot of dough 
down the drain,” explained 
Charles ‘‘Bud” Barry, ABC’s tele | 
veepee. “On a single sustainer we | 
could spend $4,000 per broadcast | 
Which makes it} 





| pretty expensive to compete with | 


fied petition to the Federal Com- | 


munications Commission for ex- 


'clusive theatre television channels. 
Fact that such hitherto TV-recal- 


citrant companies as Metro agreed 
to go along with the plan, as adopt- 
ed by the Motion Picture Assn. 
indicates 
the entire industry’s belief of a po- 
tentially lush future for theatre 
TV. 

MPAA board. meeting yesterday 
(Tues.) in New York, instructed 
its organization to petition the 
FCC to hold hearings for the pur- 
pose of reserving and allocating 
high-frequency channels for large- 
screen video service. Special sub- 
committee of the MPAA’s video 
committee was appointed to pre- 
pare the application for filing and 
to formulate whatever briefs are 
necessary for presentation at the 
FCC hearings. 

It was indicated at the meeting 
that member-companies will also 
make similar petitions individually 
or, at least, be heard at the hear- 

(Continued on page 55) 


BRIT. PIX PRODUCERS 
EDICT 10-20% PAY CUTS 


London, Aug. 2. 
British Film Producers Assn. is 
to announce tomorrow 
(Wed.) a sweeping 10%-20% slash 





ion all salaries in British produc- 


tion except for those covered by 
union pacts. Stars under_individ- 
ual contract may have “to be 
renegotiated. The 20% slash will 
be on the bigger salaries. This 
plan is effective Oct. 1. 

Axing of paychecks is another 
desperate effort by the British film 
industry to down negative costs to 
the point where production can 
again operate at a profit. It fol- 
lows a recent speech by J. Arthur 
Rank, country’s top producer, about 
one month ago which declared that 
salaries were too 
/manded some action. 


| Randi 


other webs’ commercials, show for | 
show. Instead, we’d rather pay | 
$6,000 for a good kine audition and | 
keep the film making the rounds | 
until we get a backer. Between} 
now and Sept. 1 we expect to} 
spend only $50,000, but we’ll have | 
prints on some 20 stanzas.” 
ABC-TV, like its AM overation, 
(Continued on page 53) | 
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N. Y. Cops Ain’t So | 
Easy on ‘Arthur’ 


While the networks have ap- 
proved “Take It Easy, Arthur,” 
the vice squad of the New York 
Police Dept. has contrary views on 
the song’s acceptability. Acting on 
a complaint filed by the Society for | 
the Suppression of Vice, the cops | 
recently staged a raid at the Whirl- | 
ing Disc, midtown N. Y. record 
shop, and confiscated some 75 plat- 
ters of “Arthur” on the Regent la- | 
bel. 

Following purchase of a Regent | 
disk, waxed by Johnny Dee with 
Richards vocaling, the of- 





| ficers handed store manager Ben 


Rubenstein a summons, returnable 
in magistrate’s court Aug. 18, and 
removed the store’s stock of the al- 
legedly offending record. Accord- 
ing to Gladys Shelley, “Arthur’s” 
writer, the Regent version uses the 
standard lyrics with the exception 
of a riff on the trombone in lieu 
of the punch line at the end of the 
first chorus. 


Godfrey-WB Talking Deal 


Arthur Godfrey and Warners 
are talking a picture deal, with the 
possibility that the CBS star would 
take time off from his radio and 
television activities to make one 
film a year on the Coast. Discus- 
sions are still in the preliminary 
stages, with nothing finalized. 

Deal, if it goes through, would | 
be patterned after that set by WB 





high and de- with Milton Berle. Latter has e 


\one-picture with options. 
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Hope Trying to Get Bing 
To Tour Parks With Him 


Minneapolis, Aug. 2 

When here for the Aquatennial 
last week, Bob Hope said he was 
trying to get Bing Crosby to join 
him in a two-man tour of the ball 
parks and arenas which he (Hope) 
had found singularly successful 
when doing a single. Comic last 
season grossed $500,000 which goes 
into Hope Enterprises as a revolv- 
ing fund to finance his independ- 
egt pictures for Paramount under 
the ‘outside’ pic-per-year deal 
he enjoys. 

Crosby has a similar privilege 
and Hope feels that the Groaner 
could likewise realize self-financ- 
ing for film reinvestment although 
Crosby Enterprises, of course, has 
several other ventures doing nicely 
as it is. 


‘Variety’ vs. SWG 
Must Go to Trial 


Los Angeles, Aug. 2. 

Suit brought by VarRIETy and 
DAILY VARIETY against the Screen 
Writers Guild for conspiracy and 
restraint of trade will proceed to 
trial within the next two or three 
months as result of rulings made 
against the SWG by Federal Judge 
Pierson Hall here last Wednesday 
(27). Judge Hall denied the 
SWG’s motion to dismiss the ac- 
tion, which was launched by the 
trade papers under provisions of 
the Sherman and Clayton anti- 
trust acts. 

VARIETY and DAILY VARIETY 
complaint, filed originally in local 
Federal Court on April 12, alleged 
that a conspiracy began in 1940 
when the SWG put into effect a 
resolution barring its members 
from advertising in any and all 
trade papers. Attorneys for the 
Guild had sought to have the 


(Continued on page 55) 


ALLEN AIN’T KIDDIN’ 
ON RADIO LAYOFF 


Apparently Fred Allen wasn't 
kidding when he proclaimed that 
he was laying off radio next season, 
at least on a regular weekly diet 
basis. For Allen’s rest cure plans 
take him far into the fall, without 
so much as a guest shot in sight. 

The comedian is due to return 
to N. Y. from Cape Cod next week. 
He then goes to Spring Lake, N. J.. 
for a month and then on to the 
Coast with his wife, Portland Hoffa, 
to spend some time with the James 
Masons. 

Allen is under contract to NBC 
for both radio and video, but the 
’49-"50 season may find him only 
doing an occasional guest shot. 








Singers’, Bands’ Yen for Disk Rep 
Cues Buyer's Market for Major Cos. 


Three majer recording com- 
panies—RCA-Victor, Columbia and 
Decca—which in recent weeks de- 
buted low-priced disk lines (49c) 
separate and apart from the high- 
er-priced series, are finding them- 
selves in an enviable position 
insofar as the purchase of talent 
for the new disks is concerned. 

All three companies have been 
bombarded by agencies and indi- 
viduals with offers to supply sing- 
ers and orchestras of all types at 
“ridiculous” prices. In return they 
seek any sort of term contract that 
will give an artist a crack at the 
tremendously valuable personal 
exploitation it’s possible to achieve 
from a hit recording. 

There haven’t been such oppor- 
tunities in the recording field for 
new talent in the history of the 
disk industry, with all three com- 


panies going to work almost at 
once on new labels. All of the 
/manufacturers involved are re- 


issuing recordings by top names on 
the new labels, to stabilize and aid 
their effect on the market. At 
least one, Columbia, is transferring 
some names of varying b.o. de- 
grees from higher-priced disks to 
the lower ones, but each will use 
a fair amount of new talent. They 
must, since the low pricing of the 
disks precludes the possibility of 
using expensive names, who de- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Berle’s $10,000, $11,500 
And $13,000 for Next 3 


¥ears on TV from Texaco 


Milton Berle and Texaco have 
repacted for three more years via 
the Kudner ad agency for his *“*Tex- 
aco Star Theatre.” Figure is sub- 
stantially higher than his last 
year’s take from both TV and AM. 
New contract, calling for 39 weeks 
a year on NBC-TV for the Texas 
Co., gives the comedian $10,000 for 
the 1949-50 season, $11,500 for the 
succeeding year and $13,000 in 
1951-52. There will be no radio 
show on Wednesday as last year, 
just the Tuesday night video show. 

Kudner, now one of the top agen- 





‘cies in TV, plans an immediate ex- 


pansion of its radio-TV activities 
and has moved N.Y. homeoffice 
headquarters from Radio City to 
an entire floor in an office building 
on 5th avenue. In addition, Al Reb- 
ling, who has been business man- 
ager of the NBC video department, 
moves over to Kudner in the same 
capacity. He'll be accompanied by 
his assistant from NBC, John Mar- 
sich. 

Last year Berle realized $4,000 
a week for both AM and TV shows. 
Deal will give him only 13 weeks 
a year for film work, same as the 
time he is now taking to work on 
his first picture at Warners, the 
upcoming “Always Keep ‘Em 
Laughing.” TV show will continue 
to be produced by Berle in associa- 
tion with NBC, Kudner and the 


” 


\ William Morris office. 
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Stratford Bard Season SRO for 24-Wk. 
Run No Matter What Play or Players 


hoe 


By ALAN SCHNEIDER 

| 
Stratford-on-Avon, July 14. | 
With Tyrone Guthrie’s produc- | 


tion of “Henry VIII” premiering 
Friday (15), Stratford's Shake- 
speare Memorial theatre now has 
its full repertory for the 1949 
Festival and 90th season, which is 
running from April 16 to Oct. 1. 
A visitor now gets the full impact 
of this year’s pilgrimage to Mecca- 
on-Avon. 


in a trainload who 
land a couple of 
tickets. Seats are as scarce as 
hotel rooms. It gives the Stratford 
playhouse the unique distinction of 
being able to sell out for most of 
its “six-month festival season re- 
gardless of merits either of plays 
or players. Judging by current 
and advance sales, number of 
worshippers—sorry, customers—at 
the 1949 Festival should come close 
to last year’s high of over 272,000, 
an average of about 10,000 weekly. 

With top prices for orchestra 
seats being $2.10, mezzanine aver- 
aging $1.50, and all balcony. seats 
50c, daily gross comes to just over 
$1,545 (for total of 1,168 seats and 
90 standees); weekly total, $12,000 
(eight or nine performances), and 
possible season’s intake—24 weeks 
—more than $300,000. Last week’s 
gross for the 28-week season was 
$336,864, not counting concessions 
and food. Nothing exactly colossal 
by Broadway standards, but over 
here it isn’t hay—especially not 
with lots of doilar bills in the pile. 

Besides sporting the air of a na- 
tional event and drawing on Shake- 
speare fans the whole world over, 
the annual Festival—18th since the 
new theatre opened in 1932—packs 
couple of other b.o. punches. Lo- 
cation in heart of picturesque and 
historic Warwickshire on banks of 


Not a visitor 
doesn’t try to 





Shakespeare’s Avon is _ ideal. 
Theatre building is large, mod- 


ern, comparatively well-equipped. 
There’s a comfortable restaurant, 
three bars, and variety of light re- 
freshments—in a country where 
food and drink are considered as 
necessary to theatregoing as pro- 
grams. Plus ticket prices. that, 
especially for American visitors, 
are more than reasonable. No 
wonder Stratford audiences seem 
as cosmopolitan as any in the 
Strand or 45th Street, as festive as 
a summer theatre crowd at West- 
port or New Hope. And _ as 
crowded with Americans as a Sat- 
urday morning at the American 
Express in Paris. 

This year’s repertory, six plays 
instead of the usual seven or eight, 
consists of ‘‘Macbeth,” “Othello,” 


“Much Ado About Nothing,” “Cym- | 


beline,’” “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” and “Henry VIII.” With 
each production pretty well selling 
out, it’s difficult to tell which is 
most popular. On basis of advance 
requests, “Macbeth” and ‘Much 
Ado” rank even as top draws, with 
“Henry” expected to be a strong 
competitor from now on. 

Part of credit must go to 35- 
year-old actor-director Anthony 
Quayle, now in his first year as 
head man. A former Old Vic 
stalwart, Quayle directed ‘gMac- 
beth,” and plays Benedick in 
“Much Ado” as well as the title 
role in “Henry VIII.” With «his 
new general manager, 
Hume, he is responsible for artistic 
policy, administration, and finances 
to a 17-man Executive Council and 
Board of Governors made up of 
nearly 100 local and_ national 
figures. (Such prominent Ameri- 


George | 





his death, Charles Evans Hughes, 








have been Board members.) 
Board méets annually for account- | 
ing of previous year; Friday’s meet- | 
ing (15) was the 74th annual ses- | 
sion without break. 


Tearle-Wynyard Leads 


Almost every leading player and | 
director in the English theatre, 
with a few notable exceptions like | 
Laurence Olivier and Ralph Rich- 
ardson, has taken his turn at Strat- 
ford. Present company of 44 is 
headed by Godfrey Tearle and 
Diana Wynyard. Also starred is 
Leon Quartermaine,. one of this 
country’s leading featured players. 
Remainder of company is youthful, 
varied, fairly experienced in Shake- 
speare but barren of strong per- 
sonalities or star potential. 

Directors include, besides 
Guthrie and Quayle, a much- 
heralded newcomer, Michael Ben- 
thall, and two oldtimers, John | 
Gielgud and Tearle, who directed 
himself in “Othello.” 

““Macbeth,” as staged by theatre 
director Quayle, is definitely the 
most interesting as well as the most | 


popular offering. Production is 
chockfull of barbaric pageantry. 
Miss Wynyard, miscast in most of | 
the other productions, hits her 
stride as Lady Macbeth here. In 
“Much Ado About Nothing,” John 
Gielgud’s delicate treatment as a 
bit of Shakespearean fluff still man- 
ages to be amusing enough for the | 
most part. ‘“Cymbeline” gets a 
combination of melodramatic and 
romantic treatment that succeeds 
in pulling it off as a kind of Eliza- 
bethan soap opera. 

In “Othello,” Tearle plays the 
name role with much ranting and 
raving, and the Iago role is com- 
pletely subordinated to it. “A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” is an over- 
literal picture version. | 


Individual designers and com- 
posers are hired for each produc- 
tion, all scenery and costumes com- 
ing directly from theatre’s own 
workshops. Permanent staff in- 
cludes company manager, produc-| 
tion 
gers and three assistants, three 
electricians, and stage crew of 10. 
There is no orchestra, musical ef- 
fects (with which each production 
| abounds) being recorded = and 
played through an elaborate loud- 
speaker system. Stage crew is evi- 
dently well-paid—though strictly 
non-union—and works whenever 
and at whatever is necessary, most- 
ly striking set and lights. im- 

(Continued on page 53) 


Palladium’s Int'l Bill 


London, Aug. 2. 
Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
earned another familiar rave re- 
ception at their Palladium opening 
while Carl Brisson, in a nostalgic 
made London welcome his 





mood, 
return. 

First rate international bill with 
comedienne Cass Daley and fire- 
eater Chaz Chase also scored 
strongly. 





PARIS STRIKE’S SNAFU 


Paris, Aug. 2. 
Week's postponement of some 
couturiers’ fashion shows, because 
of seamstresses’ strike, has 
wreaked hardships on visiting buy- 
ers. 
Setbacks 


have snafued travel 


cans as Myron C. Taylor and, untiland hotel accommodations. 
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manager, three stage — 


Aas * 
373rd WEEK ! 
3,802 Performances 
All-time long run record 

legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 

Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award 


No Prospect Of 
20% Repeal 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
Rep. John McCormack, of Massa- 


in the 


Film 








chusetts, majority leader of the 
House, emerged from a session 
with President Truman, vice- 
president Barkley and _ others 


yesterday (1) to declare he saw no 
prospect of repealing any wartime 
excises this year. This would 
seem to answer the question of 
whether the 20% admissions tax 
will be cut back to 10%. 


Despite numerous efforts in 
Congress to obtain a reduction, it 
is clear that the Administration 
will not approve such a reduction 
in 1949. 


Korda Already Owns Pix 
Rights to Novel Being 
Musicalized for B’way 


Sir Alexander Korda’s refusal to 
relinquish scfeen rights to “Cry, 
the Beloved Country” in return for 
a piece of the forthcoming Broad- 
way legit production has resulted 
in a hassle with Maxwell Anderson 
and Kurt Weill. Anderson and 
Weill, who made the _ musical 
adaptation for Broadway of the Alan 
Paton novel, have threatened to 
|change the title to “Lost in the 
|Stars” to deprive Korda of any 
|benefits the original label might 
|give to his picture in its American 
release. 
| Korda acguired screen rights to 
the novel before Anderson and 
Weill got the legit privileges. He 
has readied a script and will have 
his brother, Zoltan, produce it in 
South Africa, where the yarn is lo- 
caled, next spring. Zoltan left New 
York Saturday (30) for the assign- 
ment and for another in England. 

Anderson and Weill reportedly 
found added difficulty in getting 
backers for the musical without 
owning the film rights: They 





wanted Korda to toss them in the | 


pot for a piece of the legiter. He'd 
then profit if an American company 
decided to buy them. 

British producer nixed the idea, 
however. He offered to delay film- 


ing for one year to avoid possible | 


screen competition with the live 
version, but no agreement was 
reached. It was then that Ander- 
son and Weill and Harold Freed- 
man, of the Brandt & Brandt 
agency, in negotiations with Morris 
Helprin, American v.p. of Korda’s 
London Film 
ened the title switch so that the 
film wouldn't benefit from the 
Broadway buildup. Rouben Ma- 
moulian will stage the musical. 





Another Actress Into 


Aga Kahn’s Family? 
Paris, Aug. 2. 
Ethery Pagava, 16-year-old solo- 
ist with the Marquis de Cuevas’ 
Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo, is 
reported engaged to 17-year-old 
Sadruddin Khan, second son of 
Aga Khan, with marriage due 
shortly. Rita Hayworth recently 
married Sadruddin’s older brother, 
Aly. 
The Aga Khan is a noted bal- 
letomane and ballet angel. 





Productions, threat- | 


Shaw Nixes Home Plate 


Dublin, Aug. 2. 

George Bernard Shaw, who was 
93 last week, nixed the plan to un- 
veil a plaque on the house whefe 
he was born—33 Synge Street, 
|Dublin—by a last-minute letter 
'to the project’s sponsor, Patrick 
|O’Reilly, chairman of the GBS 
| branch, Irish Labor Party. 

Plaque is already up and cov- 
|ered with a veil, but Shaw wrote 
| that he had everything that money 
|could buy and wanted no cere- 
mony to honor him. All he wanted 
| was the prayers of his Irish friends. 
| O’Reilly says, “The unveiling 
ceremony is not cancelled, only 
postponed.” 








Lawrence, Anderson May 
| Do Plays Down Under Next 
_ Summer for Wilhamsons 


| Possibility of both Gertrude 
Lawrence and Judith Anderson 
|playing Australia next summer 
looms strongly, both doing plays 
/under banner of J. C. Williamson 
| Theatres. Harald A. Bowden, a 
|director of the Aussie firm, ar- 
'rived in N. Y. last week from Lon- 
don, where he talked with Miss 
Lawrence. Latter is due 
U. S. shortly for a rest, after a 
busy London season. A British 
election may snarl her plans for 
doing a Noel Coward play in Lon- 
don next winter. 

Bowden will talk with Miss Law- 
rence on the Aussie matter when 
she arrives here. He’s been in 
touch with Miss Anderson about 
doing a repertoire of two plays in 
Aussie next summer on a limited 
16-week tour, one play to be 
“Medea.” Bowden will be on the 
Coast end of August and confer 
with Miss Anderson in person. 


Meantime, he lined up a series 
of attractions in London for Down 
Under. He completed arrange- 
ments with Dan O’Connor to pre- 
{sent the Stratford-on-Avon Play- 
|ers in Melbourne, starting Oct. 17. 
| Troupe, headed by Diana Wynyard 
|and Anthony Quayle, will do 15 
|; weeks in Aussie and New Zealand. 


| A Gilbert & Sullivan troupe will 
follow the Bard group, consisting 
of Savoy theatre principals such as 
Ivan Menzies, Helen Roberts, Mar- 
jorie Eyre, Richard Walker, Leslie 
Rand and John Deane. They’ve 
sung with D’Oyly Carte in the 
iu: 3 

| The famous Black Watch Regi- 
/ment Band is going to Africa next 
|Easter and will visit Australia 
thereafter. Leslie Henson and 
| Vera Pearce are practically set for 
'an Aussie tour. 


Bowden will be in N. Y. for 
about four weeks, and will be 
|negotiating for several theatrical 
properties for Down Under. One. 
‘is “A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
“Harvey” has already been pacted, 
but with no lead set. There’s 
possibility a U. S. pix star will do 
it for Williamson. “Harvey” is 
scheduled for Melbourne next 
en to follow “Edward, My 

on.” 





Wilde’s Indie Based On 
‘Sicilian Robin Hood’ 


Cornel Wilde, now rehearsing 
for a summer theatre appearance at 
Westport, Conn., disclosed last 
week that he recently reached an 
agreement to appear in a film to 
be shot in Sicily next spring. It’s 
the biog of Juliano, the “Sicilian 


Robin Hood” bandit who was re- | 


‘cently storied in Life mag. Wilde 
made the deal in Paris with French 


producer Raul Levy, Anthony De | 


Sica, Italian director, and Mike 
Stern, who wrote the Life piece. 


De Sica and Stern are now prep- 
ping the screenplay. Wilde has 
signed no pact as yet, waiting to 
'see the script, but thinks it will 
turn out okay. He has a new deal 
,at 20th-Fox now for one pic a year 
and so anticipates no difficulty in 
— time to make the Sicilian 

m. 


Wilde is now rehearsing in 
“Western Wind,” which opens at 
Westport next Monday (8). It may 
come into New York later in the 
year under Theatre Guild sponsor- 
ship. His wife, Patricia Knight, is 
also in it and will be in the Sicilian 
film. Miss Knight has also tenta- 
tively made a commitment to ap- 
pear in a film in France with Jean 
Gabin in the spring. They recently 
returned from Switzerland where 
they appeared in a Lazar Wechsler 
film, “Winter Comedy.” 





in the} 


877,000,000 In 


Washington, Aug. 2 

Film industry last year contrib. 
uted $872,000,000 to the overal 
national income, according to a 
survey just released by the VU. S 
Department of Commerce. The pix 
|income was $245,000,000 short of 
the record-breaker made in 1946 
and was, in fact, the lowest since 
1944. In 1944 the figure wag 
$871 ,000,000. 

Commerce also set up a classi. 
| fication of ‘amusement and recrea. 
| tion, except motion pictures” which 
did not, however, include teleyj. 
sion and radio. Income of this 
“other recreation” was $835,000. 
000, a new record $115,000 above 
the previous peak in 1946 

Radio and television broadcast. 
ing, listed as “communications” 
rather than amusement, had an 
income of $251,000,000, a $22,000. 
000 gain over the 1947 record. 

In 1948, the film industry paid 
out $664,000,000 in wages and 
salaries, contrasted with $574,000. 
000 for all other amusements and 
recreations, and $183,000,000 for 
radio and television. 

Corporate net before taxes of 
pictures in 1948 was $124,000,000, 
out of which $49,000 000 was paid 
in Federal taxes. The dividend 
distribution was a fat $74,000,000, 
This left only $1,000,000 to go into 





le 


the reserves. 
The other amusements paid 
$48,000.000 taxes on a corporate 


net of $112.000,000. and distributed 
$23.000,000 in dividends. 

Radio-television netted $62.000, 
000 before taxes. It paid out $25. 
000.000 taxes and $12,000,000 in 
dividends. 

The motion picture industrv had 
248.000 employees last year. Their 
earhings averaged $2,964, a slight 
decline from the record of $3,031 
made in 1947. 

Although other amusements had 
302,000 full and part-time work- 
ers, their salaries and wages aver- 
aged $2,343, an alltime peak for 
this group. Radio and television 
made a new record with 51,000 
employees. They earned an aver- 
age of $3,195, highest in the amuse- 
ment field and the highest ever 
recorded in radio. 


Murphy’s Death Seen 
As Ending Hopes Of 
H’wood ‘Unfriendly 10 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

Death of Supreme Court Justice 
Frank Murphy and the selection 
of Attorney General Tom C. Clark 
to succeed him may end hopes of 
Hollywood’s “unfriendly 10” to 
beat the rap on their contempt-of- 
Congress conviction. 
| Two of the 10, Dalton Trumbo 
and John Howard Lawson, were 
convicted and their — convictions 
have been upheld by the U. S. 
court of appeals here. The other 
eight earlier agreed to abide by 
ithe results of these two cases. 
| Recently, in the Cristophel case, 
j ee Supreme Court ruled that he 
was not guilty in a similar situa 
tion, because there was no quorum 
present of the Congressional Com- 
‘mittee which questioned him. It 
was generally admitted here that 
the Supreme Court would prob 
‘ably rule the same way when the 
Trumbo and Lawson appeals 
reached the High Court. . 

But it was a 5 to 4 ruling in the 
Cristophel case—and one of the 
/majority 5 was Justice Murphy. 
So this is the way it looks now 
Washington observers: ; 

Clark will doubtless disqualify 
himself in the case since he Was 
the Attorney General under whom 
the conviction was obtained. Tbé 
other justices will probably = 
the same positions they took se 
‘time—resulting in a 4 to 4 div! 
sion. 

And a 4 to 4 split does not re 
verse a lower court decision. t 

#t was last Thursday (28) — 
President Truman announced * 
had offered the Supreme oe 
vacancy to Clark and the Attorm 
Generalship to Senator J. a 
McGrath, of Rhode Island, ch il 
man of the Democratic Nation 
Committee. dis 

Clark would-doubtless wt 
qualify himself from any pee 
appeals in the big motion Bnet a 
anti-trust case and in the Cresct’ 


. eras 
orney Gen 
case. The Att ecess 


Cou 


| 








argued the Big Five case su 
fully before the Supreme 
jlast year. 


‘48 Pic Salaries 
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May Delay Film Fest Until 1950: 


All-industry film festival, if and 
when it takes place, may not come 
off before some time in 1950. That 
was generally agreed by industry- 
ites this week following decision 
at Monday’s (1) meeting of film 
execs in New York to withhold fur- 
ther consideration of Gael Sulli- 
van’s festival plan until the over- 
all industry public relations ses- 
sions take place in Chicago at the 
end of this month. 

Rather than a concentrated na- 
tional splurge of 20 top pix during 
the month of October, as proposed 
by the Theatre Owners of America 
executive director, the festival is 
seen taking the shape of regional 
saturation premieres of groups of 
films. And instead of the festival 
lasting one month, it will probably 
run for at least two months. 


The doubling of the length of 


the event may dampen some of the | 
excitement that would be engen- 


dered by a flock of top product be- 
ing concentrated into one 30-day 
binge, but well may be the big 
sturdy factor in the whole festival 
idea inasmuch as it goes a long 
way toward solving the clearance 
problem. Since a great many the- 
atres already play product less than 
60 days after first run, it removes 
the necessity for curtailing clear- 
ances—a principal factor in damp- 
ing enthusiasm for the original 
scheme. 

May Delay ’49 

Making the festival 60 days may 
also mean its elimination as a pos- 
sibility for 1949. Since it won’t 


even be discussed until the Chi- | 


cago sessions Aug. 30-31, it appears 
impossible that adequate planning 
and promotion can be done to get 
started Oct. 1, 
Most execs feel that even 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Raibourn to England 
On Mission to Invest 


Par’s Frozen £500,000 


Paul Raibourn, Paramount vee- 
pee and fiscal expert, is heading 
for Britain the latter part of Au- 
gust. Reportedly, Raibourn’s pres- 
ent in England is required to su- 
pervise current Paramount maneu- 
vers to invest its frozen pounds. 
Par is one of the few majors which 
has yet to put its iced British coin 
to work either in the form of pro- 
duction in England or otherwise. 
Problem is growing pressing, it 


is said, because Par has now ac- 
cumulated some 500,000 pounds 
($2,000,000) which cannot be re- 


mitted because of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can pact limitations. Hence, the 
Company recently has been eyeing 
the Possibilities of investing the 
Money in Britain in properties 
other than theatres or films. 

Par will not embark in a British 
Production program to use the 
mg Cash, it is understood. Bar- 

ey Balaban, company prez, is op- 
— to any such program because 
of forrnrimced that the problems 
added reign filmmaking and the 
th expenditure of dollars makes 

€ solution impracticable. 
ee: 





City Investing’s Dowling 


Calls It ‘Tolerance Sq.’ 


Robert w. Dowling, prez of City 


the pn ompany which operates 


Pointi 
Broadve to the fact that the two 
Owling h 
ockholde 
0 46th Ss 
dubbed . 


of the Br 
Ties,” 


tig sit company,” Dowling writes, 

Profitable concerned with the 

Prope rr Operations of all its 
oe including its theatres. 

stockh rr whaage 9 however, that its 
me er like its officers, get 
a Clal sense of gratification 

alse Fong profitable operations 

nw an be made to serve a con- 
Ctive social purpose.” 


as sent a letter to City 
rs noting that the 45th 
reet blockfront is being 
Tolerance Square” be- 
he co-booking of “Home 


“ 


the original date. | 


and Victoria theatres, is | 


way deluxers are e 
ae ‘ ach play- | 
De 4 film on the Negro question. | 


ave” and “Lost Bounda- | 


+ 





Agency Biz Up 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Motion picture talent agents re- 
ported an increase of about 10% 
in business during the month of 
July, largely the result of in- 
creased shooting and prepping of 
films on the lots. 


General opinion is that business | from 
will increase another 10% during | Thus 


one 
that 
least 


the next three months, but 
prominent agent reported 
profits for the next year at 
would be 50% off war years. 


See John C. Woolf 
Exiting Rank Org 


London, Aug. 2. 

John C. Woolf will resign within 
the next few weeks from his top 
spot as co-managing director of 
J. Arthur Rank’s General Film Dis- 
tributors, according to reports here. 
Following his ankling of the com- 
pany and all other Rank connec- 
tions, it is said that E .T. (Teddy) 
Carr, who shares supervision of 
GFD with Woolf, will take over as 
sole managing director. 

Woolf is reported about to enter 





‘PAR 
Also Switch to Area Preem Idea alr S 


ooo 


| Y 
| Rather than the loss to major 
| producers of their theatre circuits 
|}meaning a reduction in picture 
budgets or quality, indications are 
| that strenuous efforts are being 
made to hypo the earning power of 
product, if possible. New situa- 
| tion created by divorcement re- 
moves the cushion of a guaranteed 
minimum income for 
a company’s own 
the studios feel it is neces- 
sary to boost quality to best meet 
the new competitive circumstances, 


| at least in this stage of the game. 


| 


T 


— 











EED BETTE 


‘ING ‘Odlum’s How Come’ Queries Confront 


AIIYS Hughes in Fight vs. Meyer's RKO Bid 


any picture | 
theatres. | 


| While circuit operator Ted Gam- | 
| ble, board chairman of Theatre 


| 
| 


Owners of America, stated before a 
group of pub-ad execs in New 
York under 20th-Fox auspices last 
week, that a great danger exists of 
divorcement, meaning a lowering 
of quality, early indications at the 
studios do not hint that. It’s not 
possible, of course, to tell yet on 
any large scale what the produc- 


| tion pattern will be under divorce- 


lity of divorcement. 
| stood to have figured 


a syndicate of American, British | 


and French investors into film pro- 

| duction on the Continent. Woolf’s 
resignation, it is said, will result 
from differences with other Rank 
officials, particularly John Davis, 
Rank’s chief aide. 

Woolf recently sold his interest 
in GFD to Rank, it has been learn- 
| ed. He acquired a substantial slice 

of the company through his father, 
| the late C. M. Woolf who was co- 
founder of the outfit. GFD is 
Rank’s chief distribution outlet, 
| handling all the British producer’s 
product in England. 
| Woolf was not available for con- 
firmation. Understood his contract 
with Rank has four years to run 
and that a settlement will be ar- 


rived at to pay him for half that | Brave.” 


| period. 


W.C. FIELDS REISSUES 





|is dumping unexpected coin into 
Universal and Realart Pictures, re- 
issue outfit which owns releasing 
rights to four Fields pix. 

Films languished on Realart’s 
shelves for the past few years be- 
|fore a series of eight articles on 


BOOMED BY SEP BIOG 


Public’s rediscovery of the comic | 
talents of the late W. C. Fields,| 
now waxing into a new Fields fad, | 


| 


| 
| 


‘the comedian by Robert Lewis Tay- | 


lor, titled “W. C. Fields, Rowdy 
King of Comedy,” hit the Saturday 
Evening Post, May 1, and started 


ment. 

New thinking is most clearly re- 
flected at Paramount, which, along 
with RKO, is closest to the actual- 
It is under- 
largely in 
Par’s decision of a few weeks ago 
to buy the costly screen rights to 
“Detective Story,” 
ley’s smash’ Broadway legiter, 
after having sworn off these ex- 

(Continued on page 20) 


D.C. House Books ‘Brave’ 
But Nixes Negro Fans; 


Binford Okays Pic, Too 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
Translux theatre, which has 
booked “Home of the Brave’ for 
-an indefinite run, may have stuck 
|its neck in a buzzsaw. 
| Although the film condemns 
'discrimination against Negroes, 
' Translux follows the town’s policy 
| of refusing to sell tickets to Ne- 
| groes—and will not sell them even 





‘for the run of “Home of the. 
The anomaly has been. 


pointed out in “letters to the edi- 
tor’ in local newspapers. In addi- 
tion, the Translux has been picket- 
ed by an organization handing out 
throwaways commending the the- 
atre for screening the film, but 
calling upon it to practice what its 
'sereen preaches. Thus far, there 
(Continued on page 22) 


Sidney Kings- | 





R PIX? 





+ 





How It Sets Up 

If the Matty Fox-Stanley 
Meyer-Cliff Work offer of $6 
per share for Howard Hughes 
holdings in the RKO circuit 
goes through, Fox will become 
the board chairman of the new 
RKO theatre company formed 
after the purchase. Meyer, it 
is reported, is slated as presi- 
dent of the chain while Work 
will hold an exec veepee slot 
with offices on the Coast to 
supervise the RKO theatres in 
the west. 

Fox is Universal prexy 
Nate Blumberg’s _ brother-in- 
law; Meyer is his son-in-law, 
but there is no U connection 
in this dicker. Work, who was 
executive head of U_ produc- 
tion until the Leo Spitz-Bill 
Goetz (International Pictures) 
merger, has always been inti- 
mate with his former associ- 
ates. Fox was executive veepee 
of U until the UI merger. 


Exhibs Irked By : 
Cycles’ Wave 


One of the biggest squawks now 
being voiced by circuit ops is 








ithat their theatres are being de- 


| luged by 


an unbroken string of 
“cycle” pix. The sudden bunch- 
ing of the same type of films in 
successive series, it is claimed, is 
snarling booking problems in a 
large number of towns throughout 
the country. Bookers are finding 
the going tough in an effort to 
space out films so that a healthy 
change of pace is maintained. 
Wave of cycles, it is said, is hit- 
ting business in many out-of-town 
situations. While the first, second 
and even third film of the same 
genre can rack up respectable 
grosses, the law of diminishing re- 
turns starts working with the 
fourth and fifth. 
Present prime 


musicals, released by majors, are 
being made available to the cir- 
cuits within the next 
weeks. These offerings are “Look 
for the Silver Lining” and “It’s A 
Great Feeling’ (Warner Bros.); 
“You’re My Everything” (20th- 

(Continued on page 20) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Weather Break Sees Musicals Pacing Field With 
‘Lining’ Big Topper—‘Everything’ Second 


Break in prolonged heat wave 
during the last seven days is spell- 


ing better business in many key 


_cities covered by VARIETY 


'the ball rolling. Same material is | 
being used by Doubleday in a biog | 


which comes out Oct. 1. Reader’s 
Digest has bought the reprint 
rights. 


| Subject of Fields has also been 
| plugged in reams of free articles 
| appearing in a number of news- 
papers and other mags. 

Indicating the fast climb in the 
pull of these pix, Realart reissued 
Fields’ ‘“‘My Little Chickadee” with 
| “Crazy House” (Olsen & Johnson), 
one year ago but the package prov- 

(Continued on page 55) 





Columbia Increases 


Producing Personnel 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Columbia’s producer roster has 
been strengthened in recent weeks 
by five term contracts and one 
single-picture deal. 

Five contractees include Hunt 
Stromberg, Jerry Bresler, Marshall 
Grant, Richard Berger and Nat 
Perrin. Lionel Houser checked in 
on a one-picture agreement and is 
reported negotiating to remain 
longer. 


week. Entire area from middle- 
west to Atlantic Seaboard shared 
in this favorable weather break 


'although it did not hit such cities 


as N. Y. and Philadelphia until too 
late to bolster last weekend grosses 


| much. 


Public currently is going for 
musicals and lighter fare, with 
“Watch for Silver Lining” (WB) 
way out in front with nearly 


$370,000 in some 14 key cities. Ex- 


| hibitors report trade ranging from 


good to big or stout. Also in the 
same vein is “You're My Every- 
thing” (20th), second place win- 
ner, but the Dan Dailey-Anne Bax- 
ter musical is suffering this frame 
from dearth of bookings. 

Third best is “Great Gatsby” 
(Par), Alan Ladd’s popularity at- 
testing to some nice sessions. “Any 
Number Can Play” (M-G) is taking 
fourth place coin while “Sorrow- 
ful Jones” (Par) again is showing 
sustained strength by copping 
fifth position. 

“House of Strangers” (20th) is 
winding up in sixth slot. ‘“Sum- 
mertime” (M-G) will display 


| enough to take over seventh place , 


this | 


while “Not Wanted” (FC) is in 
eighth. “Home of Brave” (UA) 
and ‘‘Red Menace” (Rep) are fin- 
ishing ninth and 10th, respectively. 

Best runner-up films are ‘‘Foun- 
tainhead” (WB), “Lost Bounda- 


ries” (FC), “Stratton Story” (M-G) |! 


and ‘‘Dan Patch” (UA). 

Standout among the newcomers 
are “Come to Stable” (20th), “Yel- 
low Ribbon” (RKO) and “Love 


Happy” (UA). “Stable,” opening 
in face of record N. Y. heat, is 
soaring to smash total, which is 


rated sensational in view of condi- 
tions. ‘“‘Ribbon,” also given an 
elaborate preem in K. C., to reopen 
a new RKO operation there, too, 
will hit a terrific total. ‘“‘Happy” 
is doing very strong trade after a 
big bally in Detroit. 


Other new entries are not so 
good although “Mr. Soft Touch” 
(Col.) is okay L. A. jumpoff. “Too 
Late for Tears” (UA) continues on 
disappointing side. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) is re- 
peating its New England success 
with a giant session in N.Y. despite 
torrid weather. Where given cir- 
cus bally, this meller has rung up 
terrific biz. ‘‘Bank Dick’’-‘‘Little 
Chickadee,” indie reissue package, 
is going great guns currently, most- 
ly in smaller spots. | 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


Bid by Stanley Meyer and asso- 
ciates of $5,574,120 for Howard 
Hughes’ controlling interest in the 
RKO circuit of about 100 theatres, 
has become the storm center of a 
series of recriminations and coun- 
tercharges by interested parties. 
As a result, the controversy may 


| be heading for the courts for ulti- 


mate decision as to who gets the 
big affiliated chain. 

With the smoke of promised le- 
gal battle still obscuring some of 


| the details, three main combatants 


are emerging while other interests 


| continue active in seeking to take 


over the Hughes stock. Trio are 
the Meyer-Matty Fox-Cliff Work 
combine; Floyd B. Odlum, head of 
Atlas Corp., who holds an option 
to meet any rival offer; and Mal- 
colm Kingsberg, RKO circuit chief 
and an active bidder on his own. 

Meyer's offer, which would have 
expired early this week, is said to 
be extended with Hughes inclined 
to accept. Participants, however, 


|are playing cozy on the exact date 


| 
| 


| 


instance of the | 
cycle epidemic is the fact that six | 


four-five | 


Pages 10-11) \ 


that the proffer must be accepted 
or nixed by Hughes. In the mean- 
time, Kingsberg reportedly made 
a slightly better offer which has 
expired without being picked up 
by Hughes. 

On the heels of the Meyer offer, 
Odlum has despatched a letter to 
Hughes demanding answers on a 

(Continued on page 22) 


Damages ‘Excessive, 


Judge Orders New Trial 
In ‘Expendable’ Pic Suit 


St. Louis, Aug. 2. 
In ordering a new trial in which 
damages totaling $290,000 were 
assessed against Loew’s, Inc., for 
actual and punitive damages to 
Mrs. Beulah Greenwalt Walcher, 
the army nurse who became famous 
as “Peggy” in the book “They 
Were Expendable” and from which 
Metro pic was made, Federal 
Judge George H. Moore last week 
said the verdict was excessive. 
In granting a motion for a new 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Bob Boh Hope- Jones’ Wins B.0. Stakes 
For July; Neptune, ‘Steal’ Follow 


After display ing enough strength # 


in the final weék of June to finish 


fourth that month, “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par) rushed ahead to win 
the national boxoffice derby in 
July. The latest Bob Hope opus 


easily outdistanced the field, wind- 
ing up first the first three weeks 
in July and never dropping below 
third all month, according to re- 
ports from VARIETY correspondents 


in about 22 representative key 
cities. 

“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G), 
which did almost as well as 
“Jones” the first two weeks of July 
but failed to show as much sus- 
tained strength, took second 
money, being well ahead of its 
third-place rival, “Big Steal” 


(RKO), which was especially sturdy 
two weeks of the month. Solid to 


great weeks were far in the ma- 
jority for this Robert Mitchum 
epic. 


Fourth place was won by “House 
of Strangers” (20th) = although 
pressed for a time by *Fountain- 
head” (WB) in fifth position for 
July. “Strangers” started out 
rather indifferently. but came 
along briskly later while the Gary 
Cooper-Warner picture piled up 
considerable coin but was inclined 
to be spotty. 

“Silver Lining,’ another from 
Warners, climbed into sixth. mainly 
via its terrific drive in final stanza 
of the month. Aside and apart 
from the smash totals rung up in 
the first four weeks at the Radio 
City Music Hall, the Ray Bolger- 
June Haver Technicolor musical! 
opened big to socko or great in 
final week of July, Picture ap- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Eddie Small-EL Down 
To a Waltz, Producer 
May Set Col Distrib 


No progress has been made on 
his deal to take over Eagle Lion, 
Edward Small said this week, and 
he’ll go back to the Coast from 
New York today (Wednesday). 
Small has completed negotiations 
with Robert R. Young and Serge 
Semenenko for EL and it is up to 
them now to come up with the pro- 
duction financing coin which 
would cement the deal. 

Small said he had no word on 
progress toward getting the money. 
reportedly credits totalling around 
$3,500,000, and was going ahead 
with other negotiations. These are 
for a series of pix to be distrib- 
uled by another company, possi- 
bly Columbia. 
_ Young, controlling stockholder 
in EL, has turned the task of get- 
ting the funds together to Robert 

Purcell, chairman of the board 
of Pathe Industries, EL’s parent 

Company. Semenenko, v.p. of the 
First National Bank of Boston, 


‘Continued on page 23) 








MPEA STAYS IN JAPAN 
ON UPPED COIN OFFER 


winotion Picture Export Assn. 
ill probably drop its threat of 
Pe out of Japan as a result 
ed “y U.S. Army’s agreement to 
— from $200,000 to $1,600,000 
mae of coin which the 
Fa Can extract from Japan 
1950 ng the year ending June 30. 
és on an MPEA meet yester- 
pool ues.), Irving Maas, MPEA 
ter, veepee and managing direc- 
7 confirmed the Army move in 
— to members. 

me meet resulted in agree- 
an” United Artists to continue 
the eng in Germany through 
gm 5 \ of all its pix released 
until “e That agreement holds 
mat sal end of the year. It does 
Renectene to product released 
on orth. UA, which is not a 
Ory to the MPEA distribu- 

agreement, thereby reversed a 
Stand. 
eal “ — personnel and physi- 
akee OO lems incidental to the 
~n er of individual selling in 

any on Jan. 1 were 


discussed. | 





; ° 

July’s Big 10 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G), 
“Big Steal’ (RKO). 
“House of Strangers” (20th). 
“Fountainhead” (WB). 
“Silver Lining’? (WB). 
“Any Number Play” (M-G), 
“Stratton Story” (M-G). 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB). 
“Africa Screams” (UA), 





See All-Industry 
Conference Next 


On Theatre Video 


Next development 
television may 


in theatre 
the calling of an 
all-industry conference to draft a 
program for presentation to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Theatre Owners of America 
is now mulling the project as the 
best way of winning favorable ac- 
tion by the FCC. That body re- 
cently propounded six questions to 
the film industry as to its plans as 
a way of determining whether spe- 
cific video channels should be al- 
located to exhibition. 

TOA's top officials, after quietly 
quizzing the FCC, are convinced 
that any action taken by individual 
companies or separate branches of 
the industry will throw cold water 


be 


on the chances of channel-alloca- 
tion. They believe that the pres- 
ent approach, based more on en- 


gineering briefs as to what differ- 
ent companies car accomplish in 
theatre TV, is strialy a wrongway 
tack 

All-industry¥ confab, if called by 
the theatre group, would be to 
draft a complete agenda of civic 
service programs. It would be 
shaped to show the FCC what con- 
tribution the industry could make 
to the public in the form of the- 
atre video programs rather than a 
technical exposition of engineering 
possibilities. 

TOA would ask for a two-three 
month preparation of programs by 
a committee repping all com- 
panies and branches. Chief backer 
of the proposal is Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of the cosets 


CLAIM QUICK METHOD 
FOR 3-DIMENSION PIX 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Chief bugaboo in the develop- 


ment of three-dimension films— 
the use of complicated viewing 
lenses and attachments—may be 
overcome by a new method de- 
vised by Scientific Research, Coast 
outfit New technique, according 
to Irving Yergin, firm partner, Is 


based on a simple gadget attached 
to projectors which obviates neces- 
sity for viewing lenses. 

Device will be demonstrated on 
the Coast Aug. 27 when its com- 
mercial feasibility for films and 
video will be tested. Jack Moss, 
film producer, and Jacques Fresco, 
developer of the process, are other 
perme of the firm. 


Small-Seaters’ Pitch 
To Majors on Reissues 


Pressure is being exerted on a 
number of majors to induce them 


to embark on a new policy for re- 
issuing oldies. The plea, pushed 
by Telenews, Translux and a num- 
ber of other chains operating art 
houses. is for the companies to get 
out a substantial number of re- 
issues on a limited rather than 


general release policy. Plan would 
keep down the costs on prints and 
at the same time insure a supply 
of product to the converted 
houses. 
Telenews,. Translux and 
(Continued on page 20) 
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CA UNITS 


indie circuit 

having bought the 
produced theatre tele- 
vision unit, has pencilled in an or- 
der for 10 more, to be installed in 
others of his theatres. Fabian’s in- 
terest in the new venture indicates 
he'll have the first theatre TV cir- 
cuit in the east and also opens the 
possibility of RCA’s having found 
a highly-lucrative new business. 

It was also revealed this week 
that the problem of TV program- 
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PEN 











New York 
Si H. Fabian 
first RCA 


operator 


ming for his theatres, which looms 
as one of Fabian’'s biggest obstacles, 
may be partially solved by NBC, 
subsidiary company of RCA. Net- 


| work’s exec veepee Charles R. 
Denny, Jr... has been huddling with 
Fabian and his theatre TV_ con- 
sultant, Nathan L. Halpern, on the 
possibility of NBC's building spe- 
cial video shows for the Fabian 
Brooklyn theatre, were the first 


In addition, 
able to carry 


installed. 
may also be 
NBC’ 
such Milton 
Star Theatre.’ 
belief now is that the- 
atre TV can be beneficial to all con- 
cerned. Theatres, of course, hope 
to gain through bigger b.o. Manu- 
facturers of the equipment will 
have a new and ready market and 
manufacturers of home receivers 
should also benefit. It is expected 
that many people, who see such 
shows as “Texaco” for the first time 
in a theatre, may want to buy a set 
to have the programs at their 
homes. If the deal for such shows 
goes through, the advertisers will 
have a greatly-expanded audience. 
This, in turn, will prove helpful to 
the networks by luring more adver- 
tisers into their fold. 

Disclosure that Fabian is inter- 
ested in 10 more of RCA’s large- 
screen projection units indicates he 
may also be considering the possi- 


unit is to be 
the house 
some ot 
programs as Berle’s 
“Texaco 

Ceneral 


bility of originating his own pro- 
gramming, similar to what 20th-Fox 
plans to do on the Coast. With 


enough theatres linked together by 
theatre TV, it is believed, it might 
pay Fabian to stage programs live 
at one central point and then feed 
them to the inter-connected houses. 
Combined gross from such a Cir- 
cuit would enable him to get some 
of the best talent available. 

Interest of RCA and NBC 
success of Fabian’s experimenta- 
tion with theatre TV is evident in 
what it will mean to the parent 
company. Sets will cost Fabian 
about $25.000 each. Total purchase 
price he'll pay to RCA for 11 of 
them, consequently, is $275,000. 
Thus, if Fabian can boost his box- 
office gross with the help of the 
new medium, other theatres 
throughout the country might fol- 
low suit. RCA consequently will 
have found a lush new market for 
its pimapiaia 


Theatre TV a iaatns 
20th-NT Coast Powwow 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 


in the 


s regularly-scheduled | 


‘ get 


Twentieth-Fox’s plans for the- 
atre television held the center of 
interest at the two-day meet of 
National Theatres division. presi- 
dents, being held at the homeoffice 
with NT prez Charles P. Skouras 
presiding 

Circuit's TV chief R. H. MceCul-° 
lough disclosed NT is readying an 


application with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for a the- 
atre TV channel, which it plans to 
file in September so that it can 
launch its 23-theatre Coast TV 
hookup. It is estimated that the 
venture will cost 20th and NT 
about $1,200,000 for the theatre 
equipment which it helped develop 
with RCA. This includes the pro- 
jectors, studio and field equipment 
and seven relay stations to beam 
shows originating at Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre here to NT houses 
in southern California 
Circuit also decided to 
“junior” admissions in all 
This price brackei falls 
adults and kids, ranging from the 
top 25c price for moppets up to 
near the adult scale. Bracket has 
proved a healthy trade stimulant. 


install 
houses. 
between 


FABIAN’S 11-THEATRE TV CIRCUIT 








Faraway Places; 


-¢ 





ee ‘Menace’ 


Hollywood. Aug. 2? 

“Beware of foreign’ pro 
ducers” is the gist of a warn 
ing issued to its members by 
the Screen Actors Guild 
Thesps are cautioned to look 
before they leap into any film 
project in alien territory and 
to sign only a standard free 
lance contract designed by 
SAG. 

Some of the boys and gals 
have been stung overseas 


Goldwyn, RKO 
Will Go Steady 
Another Year 


Samuel Goldwyn this week 
ficially notified RKO that 
picking up his Option to renew his 
distribution contract with the com 
pany for another year. Thus ends 
a months-long but cordial hassle 
during which Goldwyn attempted 
to have the pact amended to per- 
mit him to release through RKO 
at his very favorable 20°) terms 
the films of other producers whom 
he might finance. 

RKO topper Howard Hughes 
consistently refused to permit the 
amendment and Goldwyn finally 
accepted the decision He was 
obligated to officially notify RKO 
of his intention to pick up his op- 
tion by Monday (1), which was 30 
days before the one-year renewal 
becomes effective on Sept. 1. RKO 
had already given him a_ 60-day 
extension of the pact from its orig- 
inal expiration date of July 1 while 
Goldwyn’s demands were argued 
out. 

As the contract 





ot 
he is 


stands, the pro- 
ducer can still release the pix of 
other filmmakers through RKO 
under his deal, but the product 
must bear the legend “A Samuel 
Goldwyn Production” or “Samuel 
Goldwyn Presents.”” He wanted to 
away from that. since other 
(Continued on page 18) 


PARKS, BETTY GARRETT, 
MANDEL SET OWN CO. 


Hollywood. Aug. 2 

Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 
are joining their manager, Louis 
Mandel, as equal partners in the 
newly formed Louis Mande! Pro- 
ductions, Inc. They are planning 
to make indie films and to produce 
and finance a Broadway play. 

Company has acquired three 
scripts and hopes to get its initial 
film into production by December, 
Mandel said. Efforts will be made 
to get clearances from Columbia 
for Parks and from Metro for Miss 
Garrett so that they can appear in 
the pix. 

Couple, who are married. are 
now on a vaude tour It is also 
being sponsored by the new com 
pany which they are setting up. 


Ricordi Suing Par Over 
‘Mme. Butterfly’ Title 


Legal question as to who owns 
the title rights to Puccini’s opera, 
“Madame _ Butterfly,’ came _ into 
N. Y. federal court last week when 
G. Ricordi & Co. brought an in- 
fringement suit against Paramount 
Claiming ownership to the title, 
plaintiff asks a declaratory judg- 
ment determining its rights and 
also seeks an injunction restrain- 
ing Par from using the label 

Ricordi contends that under an 
April 27, 1901, agreement, the late 
David Belasco and novelist John 
Luther Long granted it exclusive 
worldwide rights to the title. Par, 
on the other hand, claims Belasco 
and Long gave them a license to 
“Butterfly” which included the mo- 
tion picture rights. 


y Hollywood Thawing $30,000,000 In 


26 Pix This Year 


will thaw 
in frozen 
in overseas produc- 
26 produce 
overall for- 


within a 


Hollywood producers 
of $30,000,000 
s this vear 
yn Figure reps over 
and is greatest 
production program 


excess 


rons 


eien 


single year in history of Hollywood. 

Offshore project i¢ in direct op- 
position to Erie Johnston's recent 
statement that fewer pictures 
would be made abroad by Ameri- 
can producers. Total of 21 either 


ave currently shooting or being ac- 


tively prepped to go within next 
120 days Several already have 
been finished. 

England alone will be shooting 
site of at least 13 films, with strong 
ossibility this number may be 
stretched to as many as 20 Italy 
ilso. will be a popular lensing 
(round Other countries which 
vill see at least one, and in most 
cases several picture companies, 
ie Germany, France, Kenya 
Colony in Africa, Argentine, Tahiti. 

Six Shooting Now 

Six films currently are shooting 
ibroad, with more to go within 
next few weeks. 

Now active in England are Al- 
fred Hitcheock’s “Stage Fright,” 
for Warners: 20th-Fox’s “The Black 
Rose”: Walt Disney's “Treasure 
Island,”’ for RKO release. “Strom- 
boli’ is lensing on. island of 


Stromboli for RKO; George Break- 
ston and Yorke Coplen are doing a 
wild animal feature in Kenya 
Colony, still untitled, for Republic. 
20th-Fox has “Two Corridors East” 
in production in Germany. 

Slated to start within next 10 
days to two weeks are RKO’s “The 
White Tower,” in French Alps; 

(C ontinned on page 20) 


UA Remus’ ions 
Likely to Get Out 
On Cagney’s ‘Life’ 


United Artists, which about 18 
months ago almost went to court 
against Warner Bros. and put up 
$250,000 of its own coin for produc- 
tion financing in its anxiety to get 
“Time of Your Life” for release, 
looks certain to get nicked for its 
entire investment in the Cagney 
brothers’ film. It is one“of the 
few pix in recent years which UA 
has dug into its slim treasury to 
finance. 

It appears 
now that 
come out 


practically positive 
the company will not 
on the James Cagney- 
starrer Negative cost $1,400,000 
and the pic must get back about 
$2,300,000 to cover prints, adver- 
tising. distribution cost and _ inci- 
dentals. In 15 months of release It 
has grossed about $1,300,000. 

UA, in return for its $250,000 
investment in “Life,” got a second 
mortgage on the film. That puts it 
second to the Bankers Trust Co. of 
New York in the payoff line. Bank 
probably will not get its coin out of 
the picture ,either, but ‘it has no 
worry, since its loan was to Cagney 
Productions, Inc., and is thus col- 
laterized by other assets and resi- 
duals. UA loan, on the other hand, 
was specifically on the picturiza- 
tion of the William Saroyan play. 

UA made the loan after producer 
William Cagney had made a deal 
with Warner Bros. for release by it 
of the film. Grad Sears, UA prez, 
threatened to take WB to court if 
it took the film. Negotiations fol- 
lowed in which UA agreed to put 
up the financing and thus was as- 
sured of “Life.” 


Schlaifer’s Gamble Acct. 


Charles Schlaifer & Co. has been 
named ad agency and public rela 
tions consultant for all Ted Gamble 


enterprises. Latter includes 
Gamble’s theatre chain operating 
from Portland, Ore., headquarters 
and the Greater Indianapolis 


Amusement Co., operators of first- 
run and nabe houses in the Indiana 
capital 
Schlaifer 
for 20th-Fox 
,own agency. 


was ad-publicity chief 
prior to forming his 
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MIDWEST KEYS DISAGREE ON B.0.; ST.LO0 
SINGS BLUES, MPLS. SEZ IT’S GOOD AS EVER 


St. Louis. Aug. 2. 


a 4 


With biz off from 20° °-35%e, 
pending on the size and location of 
the house. from last year, Fanchon 
& Marco will try to hypo turnstile 
activity at its 5,000-seater Fox, in 
midtown. with old time vaude and 
Loews State downtown, also 1s 
giving stage presentation a whirl 
to bolster lagging wicket activity 
At the Fox a policy of seven or 
eight acts is being inaugurated 
while at Loew’s Larry Parks-Betty 
Garrett headed a four-act stage 
show, the second time in almost 20 
years that Loew’sepresented a com- 
bo policy in this burg. 

A slight tilt was made at Loew's, 
fop for pictures at both Loew's 
and F. & M.’s deluxers remains af 
75c to which it was hiked several 
years ago. The rest of the first 
runners here also have a 50-75c 
scale and the nabes have made no 
change in their admish_ scale 
There appears to be no likelihood 
that prices will be slashed as the 
exhibs contend the high price ot 
films, together with other hiked ex- 
penses, make it impossible for 
them to reduce the scale without 
incurring losses. 

With more than 30,000 tele sets 
in St. Louis it cannot be deter- 
mined what effect this form of en- 
tertainment has on the picture b.o. 
Baseball games are televised over 
KSD-TV, the town’s only video sta- 
tion but has not affected the at- 
tendance. As a matter of fact, the 
Cardinals, in the thick of the fight 
for the National League pennant 
are enjoying a greater attendance 
than last year. 

In this town, if the screen fare 
offered is what the natives like 
tel and radio cut no ice whatsoever. 
“Stratton Story,” ‘Neptune's 

Daughter,’ ‘“‘Mother is a_ Fresh- 
man” and “Sorrowful Jones’ not 
only copped nods from the crix but 
also enjoyed such fine biz that they 
were h.o. “Mother” and “Stratton” 
ron for three weeks which is un- 
usually long in this burg. 
Drive-Ins Hurt Here 


There is no question but that 
the drive-ins have hurt the big 
houses even though they show only 
lesser pix. Last year there was 
only one in adjacent St. Louis 
County. This year four are flour- 
ishing and across the Mississippi 
in St. Clair County half a dozen 
are operating and the construction 
of more continues within a 100- 
mile radius of St. Louis. As b.o. 
bait the owners of the drive-ins, 
following in the footsteps of the 
Jate Fred Wehrenberg whose estate 
owns three in St. Louis County, 
have adopted a policy of cuffo pony 
rides, icecream cones, playgrounds, 
etc., for the kiddies. A miniature 
Coney Island for kids has sprung 
up in St. Louis County near a 
heavily populated residential area 
and parents are patronizing the 
spot to the determent of the pic- 
ture houses in that section of the 
county. 

The Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 
#l fresco playhouse in Forest Park 
is another strong opposish for the 
picture theatres during the sum- 
mer months. The outdoor enter- 
prise has been drawing an average 
of 70,000 payees a week and the 
season of 12 weeks winds up on 
Labor Day. 

Except for drive-ins, theatre 
construction has lagged badly. 
High labor and material costs are 
responsible for the slowing down 
of construction of new houses. In 
St. Louis there have been several! 
strikes of construction laborers 
and investors never know when a 
strike will occur that will delav 
the completion of a theatre proj- 
ect. 

The popcorn and candy conces- 
sions are in virtually every honse 
in the city, Loew’s and the Or- 
pheum having been the last to 
capitulate to this means of rev- 
enue. For several years popcorn 
was barred at these two houses al- 
theugh the candy bar prospered 
Signs banning popcorn’ were 
placed on the ticket booth windows 
and customers were compelled to 
park their popcorn with the door- 
men until they exited from the 
house. Ahout six weeks ago the 
sale of poneorn wes reciumed and 
is doing a flourishing biz. 

Fveent at infrequent 
the big houses. as well as 


de- 


intervals 
the 


nabes, still stick to double featyre 
programs with a newsreel and a 





Neighborly Indeed 


Justin Herman, who 
produces and directs the Pace- 
maker series of 12 shorts a 
for Paramount. guy 


writes, 


veal is a 


who believes in taking full ad- # 


vantage of his neighbors He 
lives in New Hope, Pa., and is 
now doing his third short in 
six months in that area 

First one was “Lambertville 
Story” ‘Lambertville, N. J., 
adjoins New Hope) in which 
he starred one of the local resi- 


dents, Paul Whiteman. Then 
he did “Neighbors in the 
Night,” about the New Hope 
volunteer firefighters And 
now he's doing “Strawhat 
Cinderella,’ which is about 


summer theatres and is being 
shot at the Bucks County 
Playhouse in New Hope. Fea- 
tured will be Jinx Falkenburg 


and = such local celebs’ as 
George S. Kaufman and wife, 
Leueen McGrath, and Ernest 


Truex, as well as Theron and 
Phyllis Bamberger, who oper- 
ate the strawhat. 








cartoon tossed in 
ure. 

In addition to the Fox, the Shu- 
bert, a 1,500Q-seater, also in mid- 
town, shuttered for the summer 
months. 

Other Opposition 

Further opposish is seen in hot- 
rod and midget races, each once 
weekly, a long harness race meet- 
ing near Collinsville, Ill., both at 
night, two amusement parks and 
the showboat “‘“Goldenrod” moored 
at the St. Louis river port. The 
midget auto races were run last 
season but the hot-rods is a new 
form of entertainment locally that 
has drawn heavily. The Golden- 
rod has been at the local port for 
a decade presenting mellers and is 
doing strong biz throughout the 
year. 

Nabes have not returned to give- 
aways as a b.o. hypo although one 
small indie house in South St. 
Louis occasionally stages a ‘‘Mer- 
chandise Night” at which gro- 
ceries, etc., are dished out to the 


for good meas- 


holders of lucky numbers. Many 
attempts have been made in the 
past few years not only in St. 


Louis but throughout the state by 
picture theatre owners to have 
Bank Nights but each time the 
bally has been banned by an opin- 
ion rendered by the State’s Attor- 
nev General who has consistently 
ruled that such forms of awards 
are out-and-out lotteries and 
banned bv state statutes. 

Loew's is the only one of the 
big houses that has been consist- 
ent in outdoor ballvs. Lots of out- 
standing gags for people in the 
downtown area have been dished 
out on connection with Loew’s 
25th anniversary campaign. 

Efforts té enlist co-op with de- 
partment stores and other retail 


shops in newspaper ads in which | 


screen attractions would be 
stressed has met with little or no 
sveress. even though theatre man- 
agers point out such co-op would 
be of benefit all around. 


Good Shows Always Do 

Big in Twin Cities 
Minneapolis, Aug. 2. 

Such representative members of 
the industry's exhibiting end as an 
affiliated theatre circuit's president 
and an_ independent’ exhibitors’ 
body's head disagree over the ex- 
tent that grosses are off from their 


year-ago peak. But they can't 
escape the fact that outstanding 
attractions still are capable of 


chalking up tremendous figures. 

For example. the 4,000-seat 
Radio City theatre here during the 
blistering July heat grossed one of 
the biggest weeks in its history 
with a vaudfilm show that included 
Frankie Carle’s orchestra and the 
Mills Bros. with a Grable pic- 
ture. “Beautiful Blonde From Bash- 
ful Bend.” getting just under $42.- 
000. a staggering sum that indi- 
cates anything but a tightening of 
entertainment pursestrings or a 
business recession. 

Even though the aforegoing take 
was helped by the fact that the 
vaud was the town’s first in more 
than a year and that an_ex- 
ceptionally bang-up selling job was 
done, the pull still rated as highly 


impressive. The very next week 
the same house grossed approxi- 
mately $20,000 with “Sorrowful 
Jones’’—a gross that isn't far un- 
der the top take for any straight 
film 

All in all, it’s agreed in local 
film circles, that pix b.o. is. still 
plenty healthy and in better shape 
than most other industrial lines. 


A number of trends and trains of 
thought regarding the film indus- 
try’s present and probable future 
are in evidence, as pointed out to 
VARIETY by Harry B. French, presi- 


dent of the Minnesota Amusement 
Co. (Paramount theatres’ circuit), 
and Bennie Berger, president of 


North Central Allied, independent 
exhibitors’ organization, and owner 
of a large theatre circuit, plus 
events that have been taking place. 
They are: 

1. French says that the circuit’s 
theatre business is off about 11% 
now and has been down to that ex- 


tent the past six months from a 
year ago. Berger asserts the de- 
crease runs about 15°-. Both feel 


that inferior product on the aver- 
age might be a factor, as well as 
less amusement purchasing power, 
pursestring tightening and _in- 
creased opposition from _ other 
amusement lines. French is _ par- 
ticularly optimistic about product 
coming up. 
TV No B.O. Factor 





20th’s All-Industry Trailer 


New era of cooperation among competing producers-distributors 
which should aid immeasurably in promoting better business and 
better public relations, was graphically demonstrated by 20th-Fox 
veepee Charles Einfeld at the final session of the company’s home- 
office convention of theatre exploitation chiefs Friday (29). To hype 
enthusiasm of the delegates, who came from theatres and circuits 
throughout the country, Einfeld read a list of promising product 


forthcoming from all studios 


not 20th alone. 


He emphasized that 


the entire industry is responding to customers’ demands for better 
¢ 


quality. 


List of future releases from all companies was compiled specific- 
ally for the 20th conclave by production code administrator Josep} 


I. Breen 
dios while it 
industry 


is still in the 


whose job gives him a chance to view product of all stu- 
rough-cut 
is looking far ahead and is entering into a “fruitful era.” 


stage. Declaring that the 


Einfeld told the assembled ad-publicity delegates: “Now it is up t« 
you exploiteers and the exhibitors to continue encouraging Hollv- 
wood to turn out such pictures by helping them to do top business.” 


Breen’s list of what 


looks like 
urally included some from the 20th lot 


the “best” in new pictures nat- 


In reading them, Einfeld 


admitted that his studio doesn’t produce “all the good pictures.’ 
but declared that ‘‘we hope we can turn out more than the others.” 











If Duals K.0.d That Means No More 


Poor B’s and Must Help All—Lichtman 





$750,000 Pact Suit 
On Nivel Picture 
Los Angeles, Aug. 2. 


Nivel Pictures, Ine., filed suit 
for $250,000 against Screen Guild 


Productions and Lippert Produc- 
tions, with an added demand 
for $500,000 exemplary damages 
against Robert Lippert, charging 


‘breach of contract. 


2. Both French and Berger agree | 


that television hasn't hurt the the- 
atres yet for the reason that only 
a comparatively small number of 
sets are in use and the TV shows 
and programs haven't been calcu- 
lated to keep the public at home. 
There are now two Twin City TV 
stations, but until last month there 
was only one. There’s even little 
worry or concern among exhibitors 
over TV as an important future 
source of opposition. 


3. French and Berger agree, and 


the reports reaching here confirm 
their opinions, that while drive-ins 
in the larger- communities like 
Minneapolis are operating profit- 
ably. tough going is being experi- 
enced by the small-town ozoners 
for the most part. They feel that 
the peak of drive-in theatre con- 
struction has been passed, as far 
as this territory is concerned, and 
not only that there'll be few more 
built in and around the less popu- 
lated spots, but also that a number 
of these ozoners so located will 


have to. shutter permanently. 
Drive-Ins 
In the Twin Cities and most 


other situations, the drive-ins play 
behind all of the conventional the- 
atres. Several in the territory 
have been granted earlier clear- 
ance, however, and a few are start- 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘Yellow Ribbon’ Preem 
At RKO’s New Missouri 
In K.C. Attracts 25,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 2. 

Opening of RKO’s new Missouri 
here last Tuesday (26) brought out 
one of largest crowds ever drawn 
to a theatrical event. Estimated 
that 25.000 were on hand for the 
night parade and street appearance 
of film players. civie officials and 








RKO execs. Jam about the the- 
atre front reached near riot pro- 
portions, and Lawrence Lehman, 


manager, was forced to open the 
doors 45 minutes ahead of sched- 
ule. House was sold out several 
days before opening. 

Heavy program of ballyhoo 
brought peak interest in the event, 
and drew the massive turnout to 
witness an 8-block long parade 
preceding the opening and appear- 
ance of the plavers on a platform 


Case involves the distribution of 
the feature, ‘Killer Dill,” which 
Nivel produced for distribution 
through Screen Guild. Nivel de- 
clares Lippert induced Screen 
Guild to negate its distribution 
agreement. 


Andy Smith Decries 
Exhibs’ Constant Wail 
Of ‘Poor’ Pix; Hurts All 


Nation's film 
should be most interested in gen- 
erating better industry public re- 
lations, are doing the film business 
considerable damage by _ airing 
| publicly the view that “poor pic- 
itures’” are responsible for the 
current boxoffice dip, according to 
20th-Fox sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith, Jr. In addition, he said. 





exhibitors. who 


|/exhibs must cooperate when they 
| have any complaints on their run 


or clearance by agreeing to con- 
ciliation. That, he declared, is the 


only way to “remove the necessity 


in front of the theatre. Personals - 
included Jane Russell, Gordon 
MacRae, Alan Hale, George 


O’Brien, Harry Carey, Jr.. and Ben 
Johnson. 

Parade included also a troop of 
horsemen, bevy of Kickapoo In- 
dians, Mayor William Kemp and 
RKO’'s Sol Schwartz. Parade was 
scheduled to end at the theatre at 
7:30 o'clock, but long before that 
more than half of the theatre’s 2- 
600 seats were filled. The horse- 
men and Indians tied in with the 
pre-release world preem of ‘She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon.” John 
Ford's production glorifying the 


_U. S. Cavalry. 


of washing our dirty legal linen 
in the courts and, therefore, before 
the public.” 

In a talk at the 20th homeoffice 
conclave of theatre ad-publicity 
chiefs last Thursday (28), Smith 
also pitched for exhib cooperation 
to protect the newsreels against 
the threatened inroads of televi- 
sion, revealing that 20th is now 
studying a change in format to 
eliminate “‘so sharp a conflict” be- 
tween TV news coverage and our 
newsreels. He noted 20th’'s release 
schedule calls for two A films a 
month but said the present market 
demands may boost that figure. 
More releases may be necessary via 
the greater competition developed 
by the Government's anti-trust de- 
cree and because “sustaining 
power even for the best pictures 
is not what it was in years past.” 

In chiding exhibs, Smith re- 
ferred to the recent nationwide 
survey of film boxoffice conditions 
conducted by the N. Y. Times, 
which quoted most exhibs as blam- 
ing poor product for the attend- 
ance slump. “I would be the last 
one to deny that there are poor 
pictures,” he said. “Ours is an ex- 
tremely hazardous business, de- 
pending as it must on changing 


public tastes and the inevitable un*” 


certainties that surround any crea- 
tive undertaking, particularly in 
the field of entertainment. 

“But, for exhibitors to subscribe 
in effect to the charge that the vast 
majority of pictures are bad is un- 
believable and self-desiructive. It 
is as fantastic as though a Ford 
dealer were to announce ‘Ford's 
1949 model is not satisfactory; you 
will not enjoy riding in it’.” 

Ward Heads U-I Personnel 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Emmett P. Ward replaces A. H 
McCausland, resigned, as head of 
U-I personnel department. 

Ward also retains his labor 
slations director post. 


ag 


Twentieth-Fox veepee Al Licht- 
having labeled double feat- 
ures “one of the worst evils in our 
business,’ argues that ‘‘only the 
combined efforts of exhibitors can 
rid the industry of them.” Elim- 
ination of B pictures necessary to 
double bills might injure severly 
the smaller production firms, he 
said, but their elimination is ne- 
cessary if the industry is to cen- 
tinue to progress. 

Lichtman introduced the sub- 
ject at 20th’s homeoffice conclave 
of theatre ad-publicity chiefs last 
Thursday (28) and Friday in »& 
general discussion of the present 
state of the industry. He also took 
the occasion to reiterate his con- 
tention that exhibitors must pay 
higher film rentals to insure pro- 
duction of top-quality films and to 
emphasize his belief that divorce- 
ment, if it is finally made manda- 
tory, may ultimately help‘ the in- 
dustry in forcing better merchan- 
dising methods. The majors. he 
pointed out, will no longer be able 
to depend on their own theatres 
for bookings. 

“Double bill is bad,’ Lichiman 
said, “for the simple reason that 
it encourages the making of a lot 
of bad pictures, which must drive 
a great many people out of the 
theatres of this country.” These 
people, he averred, ‘cannot stand 
for the repetitious trash that is 
thrown upon the screen merely in 
the interests of quantity and never 
in the interests of quality.” Con- 
tinuing his attack, he declared: 

‘We hear from all sides, the gen- 
eral public as well as people of our 
business—‘too many bad pictures.’ 
I maintain that the Class A pic- 


(Continued on page 23) 


ALL EXHIBS BACKING 
DISABLED VETS SHORT 


Exhib organizations are swing- 
ing behind mass bookings of “How 
Much Do You Owe?,” short spen- 
sored by the Disabled American 
Veterans which the industry both 
made and is distributing. Thea- 
tre Owners of America and Na 
tional Allied are urging their 
members through letters and bul- 
letins to play the briefie. ’ 

Special bulletin by Gael Sulli- 
van, TOA exec director, asks all 
members to book the short. Let- 
ter from William L. Ainsworth, 
Allied prez, after making the same 
pitch, declares “It is not a morbid 
subject. but~a very entertaining, 
interesting and instructive short. 
which causes you to stop and think 
of those boys, whom many have 
forgotten, the Disabled American 
Veterans.” 


Reps U.S. at Meets 


Washington, Aug. 2 

Chester A. Lindstrom, motion 
picture chief for the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, has been 
appointed by the State Department 
as the U. S. rep to two intern? 
tional film meetings this year. 

Lindstfomn will attend the 1oth 
International Exhibition of Cine 
matographie Art at Venice, Aug 
11 to Sept. 1. Immediately affer 
ward he will leave for Cannes for 
the French International Film 
Festival, scheduled Sept._ 2-17. 
Lindstrom will present the pictures 
made by various Federal agencies 
Approximately 20 nations W! 


man, 








,have entries at the festivals. 
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BRITISH QUOTA SYSTEM ON R 


SCANT Gh 
¢ REMITTANCES 


Reports from London that the 
entire British exhibition industry- . 
including the three major circuits 
__is failing to meet the quota and 
that herculean behind-the-scenes 
efforts are now under way to sharp- 
iy reduce the present 45% figure 
prought little joy to American dis- 
tribs this week. Their attitude was 
a glum “We told you so.” They saw 
it of little practical help to them 

With J. Arthur Rank, Sir Alex- 
ander Korda and assorted indies 
producing nothing like the quanti- 
ty of fiims needed to meet the 
quota, it appeared likely that Har- 
old Wilson, prez of the Board of 
Trade, would be forced to intro- 
duce an amendment reducing the 
figure when Parliament convenes 
Oct. 18. In the meantime it will 
take a dip to 40% on Oct. 1 as a 
result of an earlier amendment 

Yank filmites found satisfaction 
in the London reports to the extent 
that failure of the quota has proved 
their contention that a native pic- 
ture industry cannot be artificially 
built and supported by government 
decree. Beyond that there’s not 
much joy, because the general eco- 
nomic situation in Britain appears 
so grim that there’s little chance of 
getting a tilt in the $17,000,000 in 
remittances which are permitted un- 
der the Anglo-U. S. agreement of 
March, 1948. 

Preliminary negotiations 
slated to start toward the end 
this year on revision of 
for the second two-year 

(Continued on page 20) 


Earl St. John to Edit 
Rank Pix After 0.0.ing 
Them at N.Y. Previews 


Editing of pix on a wholesale 
scale will be personally handled 
by Earl St. John, head of J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s Denham studios, when 
the production exee arrives in the 
U.S. on Aug. 15. St. John will 
sit in on a series of sneak pre- 
views held in American theatres 
to catch Yank audience reaction 
to the British offerings. before he 
starts snipping. Most of the pre- 
views will be staged in New York 
houses. 

Among the films waiting in the 
U.S. for his surgery are “History 





are 
of 


nHart 


tha 
tiic pals 


period 





of Mr. Polly,” filmization of the 
H. G. Wells novel; “Cardboard 
Cavalier,’ “The Perfect Woman” 


and “Passport to Pimlico.” Last 
was produced by Sir Michael Bal- 
fon, others by St. John. Studio 
chief is bringing with him “The 
Gay Lady,” played in England un- 
der the label “Trottie True,” 
Which is also slated for his editing. 

Importation of a British film 
exec for previewing and editing 
chores represents something of a 
Switch for the Rank office. For- 
merly, U. S. execs handled the job. 


293-SEATER AS PART 
OF ST. LOO ROADHOUSE 


pid: St. Louis, Aug. 2. 

, takieely a film business first is 

; Medae Place in this city. William 
flickers Is installing a 293-seat 
re fry in his king-size roadside 
vern located near Forest Park. 





_ construction under’ way, 
0 art expects to have the art the- 


® running in the fall. 
_Restarauteur is converting a 
. nem originally intended as 
room Py wong Aside from that 
Siarate reat oe cour other 
ne whew aurants in the build- 
vis “ h will continue as dineries. 
for art expects to play British and 
*ign-lingo pix in the main. 


Hughes’ Crime Yarn 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. 


Howard Hughes bought “Eye 


Witness to 


Pall Ss actos Murder,” yarn based | 
| ac j : 
| Writte ual crime in San Diego, 


ae by Tom Gwynne. 

mentarr® aa be made as a docu- 
». W : 

Tecting at = Werker di- 





RD’s Film Reviews? 

Reader’s Digest may shortly 
incept a film review depart- 
ment. Such an addition is seen 
in the picture industry as of 
vast importance, since the 
Digest, with its 8,000,000 cir- 
culation in this country and 
abroad has great influence. 

The mag’s editor saw Metro’s 
“Battleground” last week and 
RD was impressed wth the im- 
proved quality of film product. 
Digest does not regularly re- 
view books or other forms of 
entertainment. 





N.Y. Lab Union 
~ Piqued at IA’s 
Stall on Strike 


of resentment to- 
wards their national union leader- 
ship flared up eastern lab 
workers this ihe wake of 
a last-minute request from Richard 
F. Walsh, prexy of the Internation- 
al Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovees, to call off their strike set 





A feeling 


among 


week tn 


for Monday (1 Organized into 
lab technicians Local 702, 1,900 
employees in 19 labs were on the 


verge of a walkout to pressure the 


companies into writing a new 
union pact with additional bene- 
fits 


Industry was taken off the strike 
hook after company execs pleaded 
with Walsh to persuade Local 702 
to continue the negotiations which 
were deadlocked for over a month. 
Attending an IA meeting in Den- 
ver, Walsh phoned Local 702 prexy 
John LL. Francavilla to postpone 
the walkout only a few hours be- 
fore the union’s deadline on Friday 
afternoon (29). Rush orders were 
sent to the lab workers in New 
York and New Jersey to report to 
work Monday instead of the picket 
lines which had been planned. 

Local 702 members were sur- 


(Continued on page 23) 
AB-PATHE, WB IN FILM 
DISTRIBS RESHUFFLE 
London, Aug. 2. 
Distribution reshuffle has been 
effected between Associated Brit- 
ish-Pathe and Warner Bros. follow- 
ing talks between Sam Schneider 


and William Moffat. 
As result, “The Hasty Heart,” re- 


cently completed under the direc- 
tion of Vincent Sherman, with 
Ronald Reagan and Patricia Neal 


as stars, is to have British distribu- 
tion through AB-Pathe and will be 
handled in America and_ other | 
parts of the world through WB. | 
Originally it was to have had world | 
distribution through WB. 

Further rearrangement will 
make “Stage Fright,” now being 
completed by Alfred Hitchcock at 
Elstree, a Warner production with 
world release through that organ- 
ization. Originally it was to have 
been a WB release of an AB-Pathe 
production. 


20th’s 50% Buy-In on Odeon (Ca 


Walsh in L. A. 
| On New IA Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 
Richard F. Walsh, prexy of the 
International Alliance of Theatri 


cal Stage Employees, has landed in 
Hollywood to take part in negotia- 
tions for a new basic contract for 
the studio unions. Current three- 
year pact, covering approximately 


15,000 employees in a dozen IA 
locals, expires Aug. 10 
Since early January, Roy Brew- 


| er, IATSE Coast rep, has been bar- 


| gaining with studio execs for sal- 
ary boosts under an annual wage- 
reopening clause. It was decided 


recently, however, to merge these 


talks in negotiations for a new 
general agreement With studio 
production considerably revived 
Over six months ago, IATSE lead 
ers are expected to press hard for 
wage hikes plus the institution oft 


a pension plan 

Walsh arrived in Hollywood from 
Denver where the IATSE exec 
board held its regular summer 
meeting last week. Board reviewed 
the effect of the foreign coin freeze 
on studio unemployment and mov- 
ed to step up its organizational 
drive in the video field 


U. S. Lion’s Share Grab, 
Brit. Secrecy in Film 


Talks, Rapped by ACAT 


London, July 26. 

Outspoken comment on the first 
stage of the Anglo-American talks 
in Washington last. April made 
by George H. Elvin, general secre- 
tary of the Assn. of Cinematograph 
and Allied Technicians, in an edi- 
torial article in their official 
journal, The Cine-Technician. 

“The meeting,” he writes, “de- 
generated into discussions on the 
well-known pattern of big business 
carving up the territories of the 
world between them with no re- 
gard at all to native interests, and 
with the dominant partners, the 
Americans, reserving for them- 
selves the lion’s share.” 

Elvin says it’s no wonder that the 
British reps placed the seal of 
secrecy on the proceedings and 
only through the American press 
has. he been able to find out the 
exact nature of the proposals dis- 
cussed. ; 

The one welcomed feature is that 
the Board of Trade has apparently 
refused to bless the discussions. 
Of the meeting due next month, 
Elvin comments: “Only the regis- 
tering of a complete failure to 
agree at this meeting will preserve 
the remnants we still have of our 
own industry.” 


Bendix Will Ump 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Columbia will film “Kill The 
Umpire,” baseball comedy starring 
William Bendix as the umpire. 
Picture will be based on a story 

by Harry Clork and James Hill. 
Studio is talking a one-picture 
deal with John Beck as producer. 


IS 





! 


Only Dillinger 


Changes were ordered by 
U. S. Secret Service in 
Eagle Lion’s ‘Trapped,” a 
Bryan Foy production. One of 
the scenes showed a Treasury 
Department operative using a 
criminal as a shield in a gun 
battle 
Department declared its 
operatives never use humans 


as Shields 


Agnew Picks Up 13 
Foreign-Made Pix 
For MPSC Distrib 





Flock of deals negotiated by 
Neil Agnew, prexy of the Motion 
Picture Sales Corp., on his recent 
Continental trip will stock the 
new distrib outfit with 13 foreign 


made pix for release during 1949- 

Several the pix, according 
Agnew, will be produced by top 
European’ filmmakers, including 
Roberto Rossellini and Marcel 
Pagnol, with American casts being 
used in some cases. MPSC, which, 


50 ol 


to 


Agnew says, is currently opening 
branches in about eight major 
keys, plans to release the pix at 
the rate of one a month starting in 
September. 

Rossellini, who previously en- 
tered several deals with U. S. in- 
terests which were not finalized, 
has agreed to make a picture in 
English starring the Italian ac- 
tress, Anna Magnani, and an 


American name actress, as yet un- 
determined, under an old commit- 
ment to MPSC’s Italian partner in 


the deal Agnew also disclosed 
that Pagnol had agreed to make 
two or three pix for worldwide 
MPSC release French producer 


will remake his “The Baker’s Wife” 
(Continued on page 20) 


R.&H. VEHEMENT ON 
NO ‘BALI HA’?’ FILM 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, say they will 


“cut anyone’s throat” who tries to 
make a picture titled “Bali Ha’i.” 
Although they recognize that title 
can’t be copyrighted, they’ll im- 
mediately bring legal action on 
the grounds of “unfair competi- 
tion” to prevent anyone using the 
name of the song from their legit 
smash, “South Pacific.” 

Hammerstein explains, “Our 
policy of not selling the film rights 
to our shows applies equally to 
our songs. No one has approached 
us for permission to use ‘Bali Ha’i,’ 
but if anyone is planning a picture 
of that name we want to stop it at 
once, before they make any prepa- 
rations or spend any money on the 
project.” 

It was reported last week that 
Transatlantic, the Alfred Hitch- 
cock-Sidney Bernstein indie unit 
releasing through Warner Bros., 
had registered the “Bali Ha’i’ title 
with the Motion Picture Assn. of 


America. 
nada) 


May Presage Other Foreign Deals 


London, Aug. 2. 
Disclosure that 20th-Fox prez 
Skouras will open nego- 
buy a half- 


Spyros P 
tiations this week to 
interest in J. Arthur Rank’s Odeon 
Theatres of Canada is believed to 
presage a drive by American com- 
panies to pick up theatre holdings 
abroad. in the wake of the U. S. 
Government’s divorce decree last 


week. Drive would be centered, 
of course, in hard currency areas 
such as Canada, in which there 


are no restrictions on remittance of 
profits. o 
Huddles between Rank =6 and 
Skouras will tee off Thursday (4), 
when 20th general counsel Otto 
E. Koegel arrives in London from 
New York. In addition to bidding 


for a partnership in the Canadian 
chain, Skouras also hopes to buy 
Rank a showcase house in 
West End. Theatre will 
be the Odeon Leicester 


from 
London's 
probably 
Square 
What 20th has offered for the 
theatres has not been revealed. 
It is believed certain, though, that 
if the deal goes through, 20th will 
undoubtedly use its frozen pounds 
in England to finance the purchase. 
Buy-in would thus represent a 
feather in 20th’s cap, since it would 
be taking its profits in dollars out 
of the Canadian circuit. It has 
also been reported that 
personally owns considerable hold- 
ings in Rank’s Gaumont-British 
circuit and might put up these 


Skouras . 


bonds against a guarantee in the 
Odeon Canada chain. 

Deal would be advantageous for 
Rank in that it would insure him 
of 20th product for the 117-theatre 
circuit. Twentieth films are now 
sold away from Rank in Canada, 
going to Famous-Players Canadian. 
Franchise with that circuit expires 
in the near future, giving 20th a 
chance to book its product into the 
Odeon houses. 

Sitting in on the negotiations 
with Rank will be John Davis, the 
British magnate’s chief aide, and 
G. I. Woodham-Smith, his legal 
counsel. Huddles are expected to 
constitute the last business for 
Skouras abroad. He will return 
to the homeoffice as soon as they 
are completed. ; 
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London, July 26 
Important behind the - scenes 
moves are taking place in the Brit- 
ish film industry with purpose of 
seeking joint action for a lower 
quota. Present belief is that a top 


figure of 33! is the utmost that 
can be supported either by studios 
or exhibs and there is strong feel- 
ing among some sections, notably 
theatre owners, in favor of cutting 
the figure to 25 





Apart from the fact that the 
heavy quota defaults which are 
taking place in the current year 


will be followed by even more sub- 
Stantial defaults under the 40° 
quota, exhibitors have come to the 
that they can no longer 
afford to show poor British product 


conclusion 


merely to satisfy a legal obligation. 
It's the accepted view here that 
British films, with few exceptions 
have, in recent months, taken such 


a beating at the boxoffice that even 
the major circuits are feeling the 
pinch 

Among the 
drastic change 
during the past 


larger groups the 
in the situation 
12 months has led 
to a completely new attitude. In 
the latter part of last year there 
were a number of high-grade Brit- 
ish films which were unquestion- 
ably outgrossing most American 
product, but the situation has now 
(Continued on page 20) 


Drive-Ins Get Tax Dept. 
Edge; 20%, Payable On 


Per-Car, Not Per-Person 


U. S. Treasury Dept. handed 
drive-in operators an unexpected 
break this week when the Govern- 
ment wing ruled that admission 
taxes can be based on a _ per-car 
|rather than per-person basis. The 
;ukase was aired in the form of a 


letter to Gael Sullivan, exee direc- 
tor of Theatre Owners of America, 
from R. J. Bopp, Acting Deputy 
Commissioner. It was made in re- 
sponse to an inquiry by Sullivan. 
“If on .a_ particular occasion,” 
Bopp’s letter said, “a drive-in the- 
atre does not have an established 
price. for a single admission, but 
does have a set charge for the ad- 
mission of a group of persons oc- 
cupying one car, regardless of the 
number of persons in the group, 
the set price made for the admis- 


|sion of the group is the established 


price of admission to the theatre 
on that occasion. Under such cir- 
cumstances, the admission of a 
group of persons in a car consti- 
tutes one admission regardless of 
the number of persons in the 
group, and the tax is based on the 
established price of admission for 
the group. 

“Where a drive-in theatre does 
not have an established price for a 
single admission on a certain night 
of each week and it charges $1, in- 
cluding tax, for each car admitted 
regardless of the number of occu- 
pants, the established price of ad- 
;mission to the theatre is 83c, and 
ithe total Federal admissions tax 
| due thereon is 17c. The group of 
}persons in each car may be ad- 
;mitted on one ticket.” 

Sullivan’s quiz was sparked by 
considerable confusion on the sub- 
ject. Practice of charging per-car 
rather than per-person is wide- 
spread among the ozoners. 


ACTORS’ UNION CANCELS 
FILM FLACK CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Screen Actors Guild cancelled its 
contract with the Screen Publicists 
Guild covering the employment of 
flacks by the thesp group. SPG 
recently notified SAG that its pub- 
lic relations director, Buck Harris, 
had been suspended for non-pay- 
ment of dues 

SAG declared the original con- 
tract, signed in 1945, had been 
made when SPG was a member of 
the AFL and that the publicists 
violated the agreement when they 
went independent, 





Released just this week—but already it 
holds the record for more signed con- 
tracts than any Ladd hit in history. 


That’s proof showmen know the right 
picture for a top star when they see it. 


Strong results all the way down the 
line in first engagements—spearheaded 
by a tremendous N.Y. Paramount run. 
Yes, the boxoffice jackpot will grow 


—and grow—and grow because, as the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune says: 


“Its savage pace 1s wrresistible!” 
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L.A. Spotty; ‘Lining’ Smart $54,000, 





| 


Touch Soft 336, ‘Gatsby Good 346, 
‘Wanted’ Nice 376, ‘Tears Low 206 


Los Angeles 

Overall firstrun pace here this 
week is pot too forte, biz ranging | 
from hearty to very slim. Topping | 


new bills is “Silver Lining,” with 
smart $54,000 or near in three 
theatres. “Mr. Soft Touch” looks | 
okay $33,000 or under in two 
houses while “Great Gatsby” is 
heading for good $34,000 in two 


Paramount theatres. 
“Not Wanted” looks to do neat | 


$37,000 in six spots but “Blue| 
Lagoon” is reaching only medium 
$24,000 in four sites. “Too Late 
For Tears” is scraping bottom at 
$20,000 or less in four locations. 
Reissue package of “Never Give 
Sucker a Break” and “Bank Dick” 
is fancy $5,500 at Esquire. Hold- 
overs are sliding off sharply with | 


Play” only 


“Any Number 
three sites, and 


in second round, 
“My Everything” off to $29,000 in 
four houses, second frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1)—‘‘Too 
Late for Tears’ (UA). Slight 
$20,000 or under. Last week, “Af- 
rica Screams” (UA) (3d wk-5 days), 
fancy $13,300. 


Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2.404; 1,248; 
1,719; 60-$1)—‘‘You’re My Every- 
thing’ (20th) and ‘‘Temptation 
Harbor” (Mono) (2d wk). Down 
sharply to $29,000. Last week, 


good $52,500. 


(Col). Okay $33,000. Last week, 
“Doolins Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Devil’s Henchman” (Col), mild 
$29,000. 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- | 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Great Gatsby” (Par) and “‘Ring- 
side” (SG) (LA only). Good 
$34,000. Last week, “Manhandled” 
(Par) and “Special Agent” (Par), 
slim $21,700. 

United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 


Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 
880: 885; 60-$1)—‘‘Blue Lagoon” 
(U) and “Hold That Baby” tMono). 
Medium $24,000. [ast week, ‘Ca- 
lamity Jane” (U) and ‘Mississippi 
Rhythm” (Mono) (2d wk), only $9- 
900. 


Esquire (Rosener) (685; 84-$1.20) 
—‘“‘Never Give Sucker Break” (U) 
and “Bank Dick” (‘U) (reissues). 
Strong $5,500. Last week, ‘Canter- 
bury Tale’ (EL) and “Woman in 
Hall” (EL) (2d wk). $2,300. 

Fine Arts—(FWC) (679: 
2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” 
Nice $5,500. Last week, $6,300. 

Four Star (UA-WC) ‘900;, 74-$1) 
—‘Edward, My Son” ‘(M-G) (5th 
wk). Mild $3,000 Last week, 
$3.800. 

Laurel 
“Quartet” 
$5,500. 


$1.20- 


85) 
Good 


(Rosener) (890: 
(EL) (10th wk) 
Last week, $6.000 


‘Lining’ Only Big New Pic 
In Denver, Lofty $11,000 


Denver, Aug. 2. 

Dog races and ball games are 
blamed for slow theatre tri ade here 
this week. Big exception is “Silver 
Lining,” big at Broadway. “Calam- 
ity Jane” shapes slight in three 
houses. 

Estimates for This Wee! 

Broadway (Wo!ifberg) (1.5 
74)—“Silver Lining’ ‘(WB 
$11,000. Holds. Last week. ~ 
(EL) (4th wk-5 days), $3.000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 
—‘Manhandled” ‘Par! and 
cial Agent” (Par). Thin 
Last week, ‘Sorrowful 
(Par) (4th wk), $6,5(Cu. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525 ; 
“Calamity Jane” (‘U) ana 
San Francisco” (Rep), — 
with Esquire, Webber. SI’ 
000. Last week, 





““Champi 
(Continued on page 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,567,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 199 
theatres, chiefly prst runs, tn- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. $2,776,000 
(Based on 23 and 214 
theatres) 











$24,500 | 


(EL) (31st wk). ? 


Day Ups ‘Quietly 
Great 366, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Aug. 2. 
With Dennis Day’s stage show 
providing the jet propulsion be- 
hind “Follow Me Quietly,” the 
Palace’s combo is soaring to the 
b.o. heights. Weekend biz was 


Jones” at 
at Hipp 


“Sorrowful 
Lining” 


whammo. 
State and “Silver 
are doing well. 
Estimates for 
Allen (Warners) (3.000; 55- 70)— 
“Little Chickadee” (U) and “Bank 
Dick” (U) (reissues). Big $11,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s Magic Foun- 
tain’? (RKO), $9,500. 
Esquire (Community) (704; 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d wk). 


This Week 


50-70) 


| Garrett onstage, very bullish $37,- 


500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 
—‘“One False Step” (U). 
$6.500. Last week. “Late for Tears” 


| (UA), fairly good $8,000. 





Soaring Mercury Tilts 
D.C.; ‘Summertime’-Vaude 


Sock $32,000, ‘Lining’ 186 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

Sizzling heat is proving a boon 
to mid town exhibs. Thousands of 
government workers, dismissed 
early each torrid day from non- 
cooled offices, have beat a path to 
the air-conditioned theatres. * 
Old Summertime” at Capitol, 
looms as current champ, with 
“Look for Silver Lining” at the 
Warner and “Lady Gambles” at 
RKO Keith’s next best. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2.434; 44-85)— 


“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
plus vaude. Sock $32,000. Last 
week, “Calamity Jane” (U) plus 
vaude, thin $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Lady Gambles” (U). Hot $14,000, 
best in weeks. Last week, “Cobra 


Woman” (FC) and “White Savage” 
FC) (reissues), okay $8,000 
Little ‘(Lopert) (283; 50-74)— 
‘Bank Dick” (Indie) and “My Little 
Chickadee” (Indie) (reissues). Ter- 
rific $6,000 for this small-seater, 
with interest centered on late W 
C. Fields. Last week, subsequent- 
run operation. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74 
“Red Menace” (Rep). Fine $8. 
000. Last week ““Not Wanted” (FC), 
$8,500. 
Palace (Loew’s) (2,370: 44-74)— 
Vumber Play” (M-G) (2d wk). 
‘d to $16,000 after hefty 
0 last week. 
oe. (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
ie Fan” (20th) (3d wk). Steady 
Q after $4,500 last week. 
arner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
ver Lining’ (WB). Stout $18.- 
but undoubtedly lacing by crix 
< toll. Last week, “Girl Jones 
ch” (WB) (2d wk), solid $15,000. 
‘rans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-80)— 
rbidden Street” (20th) (4th wk) 
irted to $5,500 for 5 days after 
700 last week. 


Average | 


‘Menace’ Nice $7,000 In 
Mont'l.; ‘Strangers’ 13G 


Montreal, Aug. 2. 


Republic's “Red Menace,” with 
plenty of advance promotion. looks 
one of best newcomers at Imperial. | 

“House of Strangers” shapes good | 
at Capitol. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855: 40-65) 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


| Oke $8,000 following strong first at | 
| $14,500. 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“House of Strangers” (20th) Good 
$13,000. Last week, “Pride of 
Yankees” (RKO) (reissue), $13,500. 
“Any Number Play” (M-G). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “Beautiful | 
Blonde” (20th), $12,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Streets Laredo” (Par). Big $14,- 
000. Last week, “Undercover Man” 
(Col) (2d wk), $7,500. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 


“Red Menace” (Rep) and 49) —| 
San Antone” (Rep). Nice $7,000. | 
Last week, “Homicide” (WB) and 
“Night Unto Night” (WB), $6,500. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Crooked Way” (UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Diary’ (UA). Fat $6,000. 
Last week, “Africa Screams’ (UA) 
and “Gay Amigos” (UA), (3d wk), 


big $4,500. 


Solendor’- Island 
Smash 206, Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 


Musicals continue to get a heavy 


play from local patrons. Exception 
to this trend is the preem of “‘Sav- 
age Splendor’’-“Seal Island,” given 


Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern <. aaa: a Faget j a 
oe ee oee 2 Still great at $13,000, following | smart campaign, this combo is do 
ee cee fie” we) sock first week at $15,000. ~~ ing_ smash week at the Stanton. 
oe : $54,000 oe > lage fe Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — Otherwise, firstruns are in the 
eck. “Gi Jones. Beach” (WB) | “Look for Silver Lining” (WB). summer doldrums. — 
a vk) hetior that “+ ed at fine Extra good $23,000. Last week, “We | | Great Gatsby” is doing fine at 
93 300. . Pp Were Strangers” (Col), anemic Karlton in view of size of house. 
$23,300. | $14,500. Too Late for Tears” looms dis- 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire " Qhig (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— tinctly disappointing at the Stan- | 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2.296: 60-$1) «Sleeping Car Trieste” (EL). Ordi- ley. , — 
—‘“Any Number Play” ‘MG) (2d nary $5,000. Last week, “Secret Estimates for This Week | 
wk). Off to $24,500. Last week, Garden” (M-G) (2d wk), fine $5,- Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—“‘Red 
eoOrpheum (D'town) (2,210; 60-$1) | 2%; cae te Gi a 
own) (2, ; GU- ( ’ (3.300: 55-85)— | Near. zast week, runga i 

—‘‘Not Wanted” (FC) and “Love- ae she Guietig” (KG) with (RKO) and “Lost Patrol” (RKO) 
able Cheat (FC ). Good $19,000 Dennis Day topping stageshow. (reissues) (2d wk), fast $10,000. 
here, with $37,000 in 6 day-daters. Smash $36,000, purely as result of |, Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—"Girl 
Last week, “Reign Terror’ (EL) -adio star’s pull. Last week, Jones Beach” (WB) (2d wk). Down 
and “Sleeping Car Trieste” (EL) «pooling of Oklahoma” (Col), oke | tO $10,000 after fair $16,500 opener. 
(2d wk-4 days) $3,100 here with $14,000. * Earle (WB) _, (2,700; 50-99)— | 
$8,800 in 5 sites. — | State (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— ‘Streets Laredo” (Par) (2d wk). 

Pantages, Hillstreet _(RKO) “Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Big $23.- Sagging to mild $9,500 after mod- 
(2,812; 2,890; 50-$1)— Mr. Soft 000..Last week, “Forbidden Street” | &rate $15,000 opener. 
Touch” (Col) and “Barbary Pirate” | (99h) plus Larry Parks and Betty Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 

99)—-‘Great Gatsby” (Par). Fine 

$16,000 or near. Last week, “Ille- 
gal Entry” ‘U), mild $9,000. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding to good $19,000 after big 
$28,000 first week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Too Late For Tears” (UA). Thin 
$14,500. Last week, “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par) (4th wk), solid $12,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99)— | 
“Savage Splendor” (RKO) = 

‘Seal Island” (RKO). Sparklin 
promotion with excellent tie-ups in 
producing a giant $20,000, particu- | 
larly strong in view of weather and | 
size of house. Last week, “Big Cat” 
(EL) and “Special Agent” (Par), 
fair $10,000. 


PARKS UPS ‘OUTPOST’ 
GIANT $40,000, ST. LOO’ 


St. Louis, Aug. 2. 
With Larry Parks and Betty 
Garrett heading a sock vaude show 
plus “Outpost in Morocco.” second 
vaudfilm bill to play at Loew’s in 
nearly two decades is crashing 





‘Good | 


through to terrific total this week. | 
twice as} 


Combo is doing nearly 
much as big straight-film weeks at 
house. “Girl From Jones Beach,” 
only other newcomer, is doing 
nicely at the Missouri. Cool Canad- 
ian breezes have broken the long 
hot speil here. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 


“The Fountainhead” (WB) and 
“Mother is a Freshman” (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding at $9,000, after mild 
$10,000 initial session. 

Loew's (Loew) 6,172: 50-85)— 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 
Larry Parks, Betty Garrett topping 


Stageshow. Wow $40,000. Last 
week, “Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G) and “Daring Caballero” 


(UA) huge $29,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Green Promise” (RKO). Nice $15.- 
000. Last week, “Red Menace” 
(Rep) and “Bad Boy” (Meno), $9.- 
000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB) and “Adven- 
ture in Balfimore”’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Still fast at $9,000 after $11,000 for 

» second stanza. 


Bally Helps ‘Happy’ Socko $21,000, 
Det.; Brave big 2G, Lining’ 286, 2d 





| 
_| Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

| This Week 
(Based on 

Last Year 
(Based on 


$536,700 
theatres) 

$618,000 
15 theatres) 
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Ribbon Pree 
Wow $21,000, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 2. 

RKO opened its refurbished siis- 
souri theatre last week, adding 
another downtown firstrun house 
here. World preem of “She Wore 
Yellow Ribbon” added up to whop- 
ping $21,000. Other new films are 
lightweight. “Any Number Can 
Play” at Midland and “Silver Lin- 
ing’ at Paramount are turning 
jin strong second weeks. Cooler 
weather for weekend is helping. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820: 45- 
|65)—“Bad Boy” (Mono) and “In- 
cident” (Mono). Just over average 
at $4,000. Last week house was in 
combo with Apollo for “Red 
Menace” (Rep) and “Hide Out” 
| (Rep), nice $7,000. 

' Kimo (Dickinson) (550: $1.20- 
$2.40—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (15th- 
| final wk). Winds up record run 
with pleasant $2,400. Last week. 
about same. Fifteen weeks hit 


close to $45,000, phenomenal figure 


for this arty house. 
| Midland ‘Loew’s) (3.500: 45-64) 
'—“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 


“Secret Saint Ives” (Col) (2d wk). 
A winner at $11,000. Last week. 
$19,000. 

Missourf (RKO) 
“Wore Yellow’ Ribbon” 
Opened the renewed 
merly Mainstreet. 
Jane Russell, Alan 
MacRae, George 
Johnson and Harry 
first two days 
|looms and sure 
week, shuttered. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900: 
“Silver Lining” (WB) 
Handsome’ $10,000. 
strong $16,000. 


(2,650; 45-65)— 
(RKO). 
house, for- 
with p.a.’s by 
Hale, Gordon 
O’Brien. Ben 
Carey, Jr., on 
Terrific $21,000 
holdover. Last 


45-65)— 
(2nd wk). 
Last 


“Tt Ain't Hay” (Indie) and “Behind 
the Eight Ball” (Indie) (reissues). 


Average $3,000. Last week, 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and “Ger- | 
onimo” (Par) (reissues), $4,000. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox | 
Midwest) (45-65: 2.100. 2.043, 700) 
—‘‘Calamity Jane” U). 
000. Last week. 
| ers” (20th), $12,500. 


| 


New Films Boost Cincy: 


| ‘Everything’ Hep $16,000, 
‘Summertime’ Lush 146 


Cincinnati, Aug. 2. 
All downtown houses are shar- 
| ing in a midsummer jackpot in- 
duced by an extra splurge of new 











Roxy (Durwood) (900: 45-65) — | 


E y ” 
week | verything,” at the New 


Detroit, Aug. 2. 


Aided by preem fanfare \ ith pix 


stars and street dancing, “Love 
Happy” looks to hit smash total at 
the Palms this week. Holdover of 
“Home of Brave” and “Look for 
Silver Lining” still are getting a 
big play. Convention of Michjo Jan 
State Legionnaires is figured R 


favorable factor. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000: 70-95) 
“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col) (2d \ k). 


Pair $22,000. Last week. $26 000 
Michigan (United Detroit) 


4.000: 
70- 95)—“‘Silver Lining”’ (WB) and 
“Hellfire’ (WB) (2d wk) Bright 
$28,000. Last week, $34.000 
Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—*Love 
Happy” (UA) and “Night Unto 
Night” (UA). Very big $21,000. Last 
week, “Never Give Sucker Break” 
(Indie) and “Bank Dick” (Indie) 
(reissues) dull $8,000. 
United Artists (UD) (2.000: 70- 
95)—""Home of Brave” UA and 
“Singing Dude” (UA) (2d wk), 


Solid $25,000. Last week. $33.000. 


Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) 
“Desperadoes” (Col) and “Rene-~ 
gades” (Col) (reissues). Oke $14- 
000. Last week, “Red Menace” 
(Rep) and “Fighting Fools” ‘Mono), 
$10,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“One False Step” (U) and “One 
Woman’s Story” (U). Good $12.- 
000. Last week, “Edward, My Son” 
(M-G) and “Some of Best M-G) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 70- 
95)—‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” ‘(M-G) 
and “Lovable Cheat” (FC) (4th wk). 


Holding at $10,000. 
$11,000. 


Balto Brisk After Heat 
Leaves; ‘Lining’ Topper, 
$16,000, ‘Everything’ 116 


Baltimore, Aug. 2 

Break in torrid temperatures 
lifted weekend biz into consider- 
ably better action than on down- 
town front of late, and figures are 
taking an upward spurt. In _ best 
position is the Stanley with ‘Look 
For Silver Lining” with enough to 
top town. “Too Late For Tears.” at 
Century is fairish. “You're My 
is going 
into second round after fast open- 
ing session. 

Estimates for This Week 


Last week. oke 





Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“‘Too Late For Tears” (U A). 
Fairish $12,000. Last week. “Any 


| Number Play” (M-G), good $23,000 


Slim $12.- | 
“House of Strang- | 


60)—"One False Step” 


| bills and a stageshow added to the | 


| Albee, city’s biggest seater. Sharp ‘ 
biz bulge is in the face of Sizzling 
‘heat. Current top grosser is “Fol- 
| low Me Quietly” 


with Dick Contino | 


unit topping stageshow at Albee,’ 
where big. “You're My Every- |‘ 
thing” is hefty at Palace while 


“Good Old Summertime” 
solid at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3.100: 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO) 
Dick Contino unit on stage. 
cellent $25,000. Last 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). 
$12,000 at 55-75ce. scale. 
Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 
“Good Old Summertime” 
Rosy $14,000. Holds. 
“Any Number Play” 
wk), $8,500. 


Grand ‘RKO) (1,400: 55-75)— 
“Sand” (20th). Okay $7,500. 
week, “Red Menance” ‘Rep), $5,500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1.542: 55-75) 
—‘‘Massacre River” 
$12,500. Last week, 
Step” (U) and “Jassy” (U), $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 5-75)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Homicide” (WB). Hefty $16,000. 
Last week, “Silver Lining’ (WB) 
and “Special Agent” (Par), $16,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-75)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB) and “Special 
Agent” (Par) (m.o.). Favorable 
$6.500. Last week. “House of 
Strangers” (20th) and “Lone Wolf 
Lady” (Col) (ni.o.), $4,000. 


shapes 


and 
solid 


§55-75)— 

(M-G). 
Last week, 
(M-G) (2d 


“Take False 


in 12 days. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 
| 20-70)—“Lucky Stiff’ (RKO) plus 
vaude. Average $13,000 Last 
week, “Roughshod” (RKO) and 
vaude, $12,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
(U>). Just 
okay $9,000. Last week, ‘‘Calamity 
Jane” (U), only $6,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (908: 20-65)— 
“Red Menace” (Rep). Strong sell- 
ing but mild $4,500 looms. Last 
week, “Champion” (UA) (4th wk), 
okay $5,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75\— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB). Rosy $16,- 
000, to top town. Last week. “G- 
Men” (WB) (reissue) dim $6,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)~ 

‘You’re My Everything” (20th) (24 
wk). Starting second round today 
(Tues.) after fast $11,000 opener. 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35- 65) 
—‘‘Happened One Night” ‘¢ ‘ol) ana 
‘Girl Friday” (Col) (reissues' Mild 


$7,000. Last week, “One Woman's 
Story” (RKO), fair $8, 200. 





‘Savage’-‘Island’ Tees Off 


55-94)— | 
plus 

Ex- | 

week, | 


Last | 


‘Mono). Strong | 


‘75th anni of the Philade!phie 





With Record Philly Line 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

RKO went all-out on its cam- 
paign for “Savage Splendor” and 
“Seal Island” which preemed here 
last Thursday (28) at the Stanton. 
Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 
chief, and Armand Denis, produce. 
of “Splendor,” were here tor the 
9 o’clock morning opening which 
drew the longest line ever seen im 
Philly at that early hour 

Marquee spread included 
native girl figures, built by Mess 
more and Damon, of New York, 
which wiggled to an accompanl 
ment of tropical music. Warner 
circuit publicists took one !ook at 
the unadorned gals and promptly 
ordered pink bras. The move drew 
hoots in the local press but they 
stayed on. 


two 


RKO made a smart tie-up with 
the Daily News for the preem, 
concentrating heavy lineage ‘tour 
double spreads in color) in the 
paper and also giving the preem 
a civic sponsor by celebrating the 

Lv0. 
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VARIETY 





Huimidity Hits Chi; Dan Patch’ Trim 


~ $13,000, Hope, With Blair-Blackburn 


Twins Added, Sock 606, ‘Sinner’ 176 


Culaee® Aug. rf : 
T ‘hicago is still going grea 
gre Sorrowful Jones,” in 
k. with new stage lay- 
by Janet ng 
ackburn Twins. Fancy . 
sor Andrews Sisters dropped 
out of show because of Patti An- 
drews’ illness after one week 
Newcomers are being wilted by the 
humid weather which has blank- 
eted the town: for over a_ week. 
Even the drive-ins are suffering. 
“Movie Crazy” at Garrick should 
nit bright $11,000. Worid brought 
in W. C. Field oldies, ‘Bank Dick 
and “Little Chickadee” and nifty 
$4500 looms. “Great Dan Patch 
looks sturdy $13,000 at Roosevelt. 
“Great Sinner” is nice $17,000 at 
United Artists. Oriental, with “We 
Were Strangers” and Lassie, Stan 
Jones, and Penny Singleton, rates 
okay $39,000 for second frame. 
Third week of “Champion” at 
Woods shapes bright $20,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk) 
with Janet Blair and Blackburn 
Twins on stage. Socko $60,000. 
Last week, with Andrews Sisters 
heading stage bill, smash $73,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (reissue). 
Excellent $11,000. Last week, “Red 
Stallion Rockies” (EL) and “Big 
Jack” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Cobra Woman” and “White Sav- 
age’ (U) @eissues). Okay $10,000. 
Last week, “House of Strangers”’ 
(20th) (3d wk), nice $7,500.- 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50- 
98\—"“We Were Strangers” (Col) 
with “Lassie,” Penny Singleton, in 
person. Trim $35,000. Last week, 


$47,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Sand” (20th) and ‘Forbidden 
Street” (20th) (2d wk-3 days) and 
“My Gal Sal’ and “House on 92d 
St.” (20th) (reissues) (4 days). Light 


guns with 
second wee 
out. topped 


$9,000. Last week, “Sand” and 
“Street” mild $15,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Wild Weeds” (Indie) (3d wk). 


Passable $7,500. Last week, $8,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Great Dan Patch” (UA). Sturdy 
$13,000. Last week. “Nick Beal” 
(Par) and “Crooked Way” (UA) (2d 
wk), good $10,000. 

Selwyn (Shybert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (31st 


¢- 


| $12,000. 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 


prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Ink Spots Boost 








‘Caught’ 266, Prov. 


Providence, Aug. 2. 

With the Ink Spots topping stage- 
show at upped scale, State’s b.o. 
has been rising with the tempera- 
ture. “Caught” is the picture on 
bill. Tops hereabouts will be Ma- 
jestic’s “House of Strangers,” with 
strong session. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Healthy 


Last week, “Mighty Joe 

Young” (RKO) and “Alimony” 

(RKO) (2d wk), solid $12,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Bar- | 


bary Coast” (Indie) and ‘Cowboy 
and Lady” (Indie) (reissues). So-so 
$5,500. Last week, “Red Menace” 
(Rep) and “Castaway” (Indie), fair 
$6,000 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
‘House of Strangers’ (WB) and 


“Leave To Henry” (Mono). Strong 
$14,000. Last week, “Colorado Ter- 
ritory’ (WB) and “Mississippi 
Rhythm” (Mono), $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 60-85) — 
“Caught” (M-G) and Ink Spots on- 
stage. Hot $26.0000. Last week, 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk), 
big $16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 


“Air Hostess” (Col). Fairly nice 
$9,000. Last week, “Lonesome, 
| Pine’ (Par) and “Geronimo” (Par) | 


wk!. Down to $2,500. Last week, | 


oke $3,300. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—"Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). 


aa $13,000. Last week, oke $18,-| 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 


98\—“Great Sinner’ (M-G). Pert 
$17,000. Last week, “Geronimo” 
ar) and “Lonesome Pine” (Par) 


(reissues) (24 wk), $10,000. 

oil oods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
ho on (UA) (3d wk). Should 
on fe $20,000. Last week, socko 


Reta (Indie) (587; 80)—“Bank 
(ty ; and “My “Little Chickadee” 
ha , crssues). Nifty $4,500. Last 

ek, “La Traviata” and “Night of 


a (Col) (reissues) (3d wk), $3,- 


‘WINDOW’ BEST BET 
IN SLOW INDPLS., 106 


Indianapolis, Aug. 2. 
i iz_ is drooping here 
op ae week. Home stand of 
week? ace ball club opening over 
etisn and other outdoor com- 
ont are making it tough. “Win- 
the Cire top B8rosser and okay at 
iene and pney Gambles” ‘at In- 
oew's hy Were Strangers” at 
OW par. 
Estimates for This W 
, s is Week 
65) _7ele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
Indow” (RKO) and “Ad- 
, Baltimore” (RKO). Okay 
; ast week, “Bride Ven- 


(Par) ony 99 
~ $8,000. Nick Beal 


«, Mdiana (G-D) 
Lady Gambles”’ 
aves Life” (Col). 








and 


(3,300; 44-65)— 
Bo and ‘Rusty 
000. ‘ ery slow $8.- 
(Par) pe) week, “Streets Laredo” 
$11,000. Special Agent” (Par), 


“weew’s (Loew's) (2.497; 44-65) — 
“Crim. “he Strangers” (Col) and 
pid $7509 tS Diary” (Col). Te- 
Patch" pa east week, “Great Dan 
TA) . > a 5 "KY >tift’’ 
UA), nice $11,000 Lucky Stiff 
Up” (py G-D? (1.600: 44-65) —“Set- 


‘RKO) Nst *ge Steps Out” 

‘Illegal p. Last week, 

lanh Pati / and “Arctic 
unt” (U), aillo, 


(reissues), good $7,500. 





Frisco Cool Biz Torrid; 
‘Beach’ Rousing $24,000, 
‘Strangers’ Fat 166, 2d 


San Francisco, Aug. 2. 
Biz looms brighter here as dull 


| 
| 
| 
| 


‘weather is putting a damper on 


| sippi 


are considerably be- | 


| Last 


outdoor activity and conventions 
brighten the local scene. “Girl 


From Jones Beach” is proving so 
solid at the Paramount it will be 
held over. “Johnny Stool Pigeon” 
is okay at the Orpheum. Elsewhere 
it is largely holdover but these are 
holding up strongly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-85) 
—‘Not Wanted” (FC) and ‘Missis- 
Rhythm” (Mono) (2d _ wk). 
Down to $9,000. Last week, fine 
$16,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding to solid $16,000. Last 
week, $22,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
and “Temptation Harbor” (Mono) 
(2d wk). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
sock $21,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” «WB) and “One 
Fling’ (WB). Hefty $24,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Stratton Story” 
(M-G) and “Daughter of West” 
(FC) (3d wk), still good at $12,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— , 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Strong $12,000. Last 
week, $17,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85) — “Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) 
and “Rim of Canyon” (Col). Oke 
$13,000. Last week, “Lady 
Gambles” (U) and “One Woman's 
Story” (U}, $12,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85) —‘“‘Late For Tears” (UA). 
Thin $6.000. Last week, “Africa 
Screams” (UA) and “Prairie Pi- 
rates” (U) (3d wk), big $5,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) 
(10th wk). Oke $7,500. Last week, | 
$8,000, i 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wn 





‘Neptune’ Nifty $16,000, 


Toronto; ‘Menace’ 11G 


™ Toronto, Aug. 2. 
With Current heat wave, ‘“Nep- 
tune’s Daughter” is leading on 
town’s take with sock biz. Nothing 
startling here otherwise excepting 
Red Menace.” sturdy in four 
Spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Downtown. Glendale, 
State (20th (1.059, 955, 
36-60 —“Red Menace” 
‘Leave To Henry” (Mono). Neat 
ey Last week, “Bad Boy” 
‘“Wi0no) and “Tuna Clipper” (\ ) 
Lope pper lono), 

Imperial (FP) 
“Lust for Gold 
week, “Sorrowful Jones” 
wk), about same 

Loew’s (Loew 


Searboro, 
698, 694: 
(Rep) and 


(3.373: 40-70) — 
NSH $9,500 Last 
(Par) (4th 


(2.096: 40-70)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G). Sock 
$16,000. Last week. “Champion” 
(M-G) (2d wk’, good $8,500 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Home Brave” (UA) (2d wk). Hefty 
$10,000 after last week’s $13,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 40-70)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Okay $9,500. 
Last week. “Girl Jones Beach” 
(WB) (2d wk), $8.000. 

Towne (Taylor) (690: 40-70)— 
“Mr. Polly” (EL). Fine $4,000. Last 
week, “Paisan” (Indie) (9th wk), 
$2,500 

University (FP) (1.556; 40-60)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB), Good $6,- 


000. Last week, “Forbidden 
Street” (20th), $4,500 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 40-70)— 
“Take False Step’ (U). Modest 
$7,000. Last week, “Phantom of 


Opera” (U) and “Climax” (U) (re- 
issues), $4,500 


Vaude Ups ‘Judge’ 
Wham 256, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 2. 
Vaudeville’s debut is ringing the 
biz bell loudly for the Orpheum. 
With “Judge Steps Out,” house is 


Bway Goes for ‘Stable,’ Terrif 476; 
- ‘Joe Young’ Mighty $40,000 Via Great 
Bally, ‘Crime’-Morales-Small $05,000 


Five new bills, two of them 
smash hits, are injecting new life 
into Broadway this session De- 


Spite this, four successive days of 


above 90-degree heat including 
last Saturday 30 took a heavy 
toll and are giving the Street a 
spotty appearance Last Friday 
was the year’s hottest at 98. Break 
in torrid weather came too late 
Saturday to do anv good that day 
but sent business soaring Sunday 
(31), and kept it high for the next 
two days. 

Biggest draws held well until 
Saturday but a mass exodus o1 
New Yorkers cut grosses sharply, 
being 30-45° below Friday (29) 
when normally Saturday trade is 


far ahead of Friday. The fact that 
Saturday was so badly off cut into 
nearly every situation 


Both “Come to Stable” and 
“Mighty Joe Young” are socko. 


“Stable,” with today (Wed.) yet to 
be counted, looks to hit $47,000 or 
near at Rivoli. 

*Joe Young” looks mighty $40,- 
000 but it too was melted by Satur- 


*day’s torrid temperatures at Cri- 
terion. However, this is huge 
'money for this house at the cur- 


way out ahead with smash session. | 


Among major film newcomers, 
“Stratton Story” is standing up 
best at Radio City. “Outpost in 


Morocco” looms mildish at State. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
*Sorrowlul Jones” (Par) (m.o.) 
Fine $7.000. Last week, ‘Wizard 
of Oz” (M-G) (reissue), very good 
$7,500. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 


| “Stratton Story” (M-G). Good $15,- 


000. Last week. “Sorrowful Jones” 
(Par) (2d wk), big $13,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 55- 
85) — ‘Judge Steps Out’ (RKO) 
and vaude. The long heralded 
vaudeville is making everybody 
happy, with a giant $25,000 loom- 
ing. Last week, ““‘Doolins of Okla- 
homa” (Col), fair $9,000 at 50-70c 


seale. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70) 
—‘Cover Girl” (Col) and “You 
Were Never Lovelier’” (Col) (reis- 
| sues). Fair $7,000. Last week, 
“Massacre River’ (Mono) = and 


“Leave To Henry” 
$5,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘Out- 


(Mono), light months, 


rent time, circus bally and exten- 
sive exploitation paying off. 

“Scene of Crime’ with Noro 
Morales band, Mary Small, Hank 
Ladd, others, onstage, looks mod- 
est $65,000 at Capitol. “Girl From 
Jones Beach” shapes mild $20,000 
at Strand. In contrast, the vaude- 
ville policy with “Big Cat” is doing 
all right with $21,000 or better at 
the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1.300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (5th wk). 
Holding in remarkably fine fashion 
at about $14,000 after $16,000 last 
week. Stays on indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.’ (589; 
$2.40) —‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) 
wk). Still steady at around $9,000 
after $9,300 last week. Continues. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Scene of Crime” (M-G) with 
| Noro Morales orch, Mary Small, 
Hauk Ladd, others, onstage. Hav- 
ing to open in sweltering heat last 
, Thursday not helping, with only 
| $65,000 or near likely in first week, 
modest. Holds. Last week, “‘Any 
Number Play” (M-G) with Bert 
Wheeler, Hal Leroy, Hal McIntyre 
orch (4th wk), $41,000. ‘Madame 
Bovary” (M-G) switched from State 
and likely to open here in three or 
four weeks but not right after | 
“Crime.” 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). First stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) soared to mighty $40,000 or 


$1.20- 


better, biggest here in many 
with extra shows and 
tilted early afternoon prices 


helping. Heat slashed biz badly 


post Morocco” (UA). Solid $12,000 Saturday but even with this dip, 


or near. Last week, “‘Great Dan 
Patch” (UA), below hopes but $12,- 


000 is still plenty good. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)— 
|“Duleimer Street” (U). Good $3,- 
'000. Last week, “Red Menace” 


(Rep), $2,800. 


initial week is getting fantastic 
money and nearly twice as much 
as house has been doing recently. 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U) (2d 
wk-4 days). $5,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 50-$1.20) 


|—‘‘Not Wanted” (FC) (2d wk). Tor- 


Hub Heat Hurts Biz: ‘Number Not Loud 


Boston, Aug. 2. 

Firstruns are no match for terrific 
heat wave which has sent the popu- 
lace scurrying to resorts instead of 
the theatre. New product at major 
houses will have difficulty doing 
much more than average _ biz. 
“Dumbo” with “Saludos Amigos” 
at Memorial, “Any Number Can 
Play” at State and Orpheum, and 
“Silver Lining” at Met all shape 
up okay considering temperatures. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1.200; 40-85)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC: (3d wk). 
Neat $10,000 a‘ier nice $11,500 last 
week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Stagecoach Kid” (RKO). Okay 


$16.000. Last week. ‘‘White Savage” 
(FC) and “Cobra Woman” (FC) (re- 
issues), $12,000. 


Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
—-“Girl Jones Beach’ ‘WB) and 
“Alimony” (EL). Fair $5,000. Last 
week. “Red Menace” (Rep) and 


“Hellfire” (Rep), good $6,000. 

Mayflower (ATC) 700; 40-85) — 
“Not Wanted” (FC). Okay $8,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run, 


| 


'“Dumbo” (RKO) 


~ $30,000, ‘Lining’ OK 206, ‘Beach’ 176 


Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
and ‘Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Opened 
strong on Saturday (30). Last week. 


“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“The Mutineers” (Col) (2d wk-10 
days), solid $28,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4376: 40- 
85)—“Silver Lining” (WB) and 


“One Last Fling” (WB). Good $20.- 
000 or over in view. Last week, 
“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
“Hold That Baby” (Mono) (2d wk). 
$16,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85)— 
“Any Number Can Play” (M-G) 
and “Gay Amigo” (UA). Fast $18.- 
000. Last week, “Edward, My Son” 
(M-G) and “Law Barbary Coast” 
(Col), $21,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
—“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Alimony” (EL). So-so $12,000 
Last week, “Red Menace” (Rep) 


and “Hellfire” (Rep), okay $13,500. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 


“Gay Amigo” (UA). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, “Edward, My Son” 


(M-G) and “Law of Barbary coll 


(Col), solid $15,500. 


(41st ’ 


rid weather this session no help. 
Mild $15,000 looms after okay $20,- 
000 opener. Stays a third week 
(Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 
(RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Doing fairly well on initial hold- 
over session at $8,500 after $15,000 
first week. Stays a third. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Big Steal” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Holding racely in view of condi- 
tions at about $10,000 after $15,000 
last round. Goes fifth round, with 
“Too Late For Tears” (UA) due in 


Gotham 
“Dumbo” 


next 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Big Cat” (EL) with vaude. De- 
spite heat climbing back near re- 
cent levels, with good $21,000 
likely this frame Last week, 
“Alimony” (EL) and vaude, $19,- 


500, over hopes 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 

“Rope of Sand” (Par) with Tex 
Beneke orch, Vie Damone, Cy 
Reeves, Rudy Cardenas onstage. 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) plus Jimmy 
Dorsey orch, Peggy Lee topping 
stage bill (83d wk), held up fairly 
good at $59,000 after $70,000 for 
second frame. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (45th wk). 
Keeping around recent levels, 
with $7,600 in 44th week ended 
last Monday (1) night after $7,500 
last week 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)—‘Silver 
Lining” (WB) with Independence 
Day Pageant onstage  (6th-final 
wk). Down to about $115,000, 
very good for final stanza after 


satisfactory $124.000 in fifth week. 


“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
with new stageshow opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.) 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98)— 
“White Savage” (FC) and “Cobra 
Woman” (FC) (reissues) Nice 
$10,500, and holding Last week, 
“Tron Crown” (Indie) (8th wk), 


Okay $6,500 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 
$1.25)—“‘Come to Stable” 
Soaring to smash $47.000 in first 
week ending today (Wed.), after 
promising to go higher before heat 
cut in on normally big Saturday. 
This.is the biggest done here open- 
ing week in months, and remark- 
able in view of record heat. Last 
week, “Take False Step” (U) (5th 
wk), $4,000. 
Roxy (20th) 


60- 
(20th) 


(5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) 
p!us Bob Crosby, Sid Stone, 
Johnny Mack, iceshow, topping 
stage bill (2d wk). Excessive heat 
spells story here too, with only 
about $68,000 in prospect; first 
round went to very good $84,500. 
Stays a third, with “Slattery’s Hur- 
ricane” (20th) due in on Aug. 12. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.50) 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Fifth week ended last night (Tues.} 
at about $12,000, mild, after $15- 
000 for fourth frame. “Jolson 
Sings Again” (Col) opens here 
Aug. 17 with “Sinner.” 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 50-$1.25)— 
“Girl Jones Beach’ (WB). Mild 
$20,000. Last week, “Fountain- 
head” (WB) (3d wk), light $14,000 
was all. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (19th wk). Holding 
steady at $8,600, big, same as last 


week. “Fallen Ido!’ (SRO) open- 
Ing not set yet. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.25)—“Home of Brave” (12th- 


final wk). Final stanza looks okay 
$6,500 after $7,500 last week. “The 
Window” (RKO) opens Aug. 5. 


Seattle Slins Albeit 
‘Lining’ Strong $12,000 


Seattle, Aug. 2. 
Outdoors took the limelight this 





week but some new fare did well 
enough. “Silver Lining” is bright- 


est new picture at the Orpheum. 
“Stratton Story” is still great at 
Liberty in fourth week 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Crooked Way” (UA) and “Tempta- 
tion Harbor” (Mono). Okay $7,500. 


Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U) 
and “Thunder in Pines” (SG), good 
$11,000 in 8 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349>-50- 
84)— “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
and “Arctic Manhunt” (U) (2d wk). 
Slow $7,000 after swell $12,300 
opener, but below hopes. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
40-84) — “Stratton Story” (M-G) 


(4th wk). Great $9,000. Lest week, 
(Continued on page 13) 
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IN A MOTION FICTCORE 














She Heiress. 


“GREATNESS: of performance — shining 


in the title role —as OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
climaxes her achievements in “The Snake Pit,” 
“To Each His Own,” and “Gone With The Wind.” 


“GREATNESS: 
, ( 1 : of romantic appeal by MONTGOMERY CLIFT, 


fulfilling the promise of “The Search” and “Red River” which established 





him as the most sensational new box office performer in many years. 


(FREATNE SS _of direction by WILLIAM WYLER, reflecting his warmth 





“Wuthering Heights,” “Mrs. Miniver” and “The Best Years Of Our Lives.” 


i) 








; Mats of brilliant acting by world famous 
RAL PH "RICHARDSON, supported by MIRIAM HOPKINS, 
MONA FREEMAN and many other important names. 








ce VESS of story. “THE HEIRESS” is based on a long-run hit play by 


Ruth inal Augustus Goetz, adapted from a world famous novel by Henry James. 


(ih dt TNESS “of all these magnificent box office 


ingredients is the hallmark of “THE HEIRESS” 


PARAMOUNT PRESENTS WITII PRIDE ITS GREATEST OF ’49 


of human understanding combined with the craftsmanship of his top grossers, 
































Oliv « de Havilland - easier. Clift: Ralph SD haideea in William Wryler's 3 


“TH -RESS” with Miriam Hopkins - Mona Freeman - Vanessa Rice 
Sele le + Produced and Directed by William Wyler - Screenplay by 
Ruth and Aueustus Goetz * Based upon. their beng laa 
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Paris, July = 
that it’s all over, taking 
Para the season’s legit offerings 
: t, though about 120 pro- 


ws tha orc 
” including revivals, were 


ductions, 
yt on a 
little emerged. 
ceptions, there 


its. ' in 
—_ Francaise on both its 


vee did fair business, with Pierre 
a sede le giving a good ac- 
count of his management. At 
Palais de Chaillot, Pierre Aldebert 
produced Fernand Gregh’s | Petit 
Poucet” and Jean de Beer's Guer- 
rier [Involontaire.” As to revivals, 
Emmanuel Robles Montserrat 
and Andre Roussin s extended run 
of “Petite Hutte” have done well. 
Neither Louis Jouvet nor Eva Berk- 
son at her Grand Guignol produced 
any new play. 
Steve Passeur I 
his “107 Minutes ack 
cuted produced three plays of his, 
one being his version of “V oice of 
the Turtle,” “Toa” and Qua- 
drille,” which was good theatre. 
Roger Ferdinand’s “Mari ne 
Compte Pas” did well. Albert 
Camus’ “Etat de Siege was 
snafued anyway by poor direction, 
while Jules Supervielle’s “Voleur 
d’Enfants” was more poetry than 


With very few ex- 
were no noticeable 


got fair reviews 


theatre. Jean Anouilh, one of the 
playwrights biggies, kept on his 
much discussed “Adele ou la 


Marguerite.” ; 

Henri Bernstein produced his 
“La Soif,” with actor Jean Gabin 
doing much for the draw. Rene 
Aubert wrote “Cirque aux Illu- 
sions” and “Fenetre de Stephanie,” 
both more commendable than suc- 
cessful. Paul Claudel’s following 
raved about “Pain Dur” while his 
“Soulier de Satin” was revived to 
good-business at the Francaise. 
Henry de Montherlant’s “Demain 
il Fera Jour” at the Hebertot did 
no smash, despite his name. 

Curzio Malaparte’s “Das Kapital” 
created more talk than boxoffice. 
Jean de Letraz’s ‘““Nous Avons Tous 
Fait la Meme Chose” didn’t stand 
‘em up. Jean Genet’s “Haute Sur- 
veillance” was a question mark. 
Louis Ducreux missed with “Roi est 
Mort.” Marcel Thiebaut did better 
with “Bonnes Cartes.” 

The real sensation of the season 


was Andre Roussin’s “Petite Hutte,” | 


which in its second year’s run is 
still doing capacity, with about 
$650 take per performance. De 
Letraz revived his 20-year-old 
Voyage a Trois,” alleging that 
Roussin had lifted from his old 
comedy for “Hutte,” but Roussin 
kept the business. 


John Mills as Radio Star 
~ Of London Story’ Series 


bE London, July 26. 

British screen star John Mills 
has been signed by Towers of Lon- 
don for a series of half-hour radio 
transcriptions titled “The London 
Story.” These are adapted from 
short stories by outstanding British 
writers, including H. G. Wells, A. 
reg Doyle, W. W. Jacobs, H. E. 
ates and Rudyard Kipling. 

Series has already been sold for 
adio Luxembourg under the spon- 
Sorship of Cadbury’s, chocolate 
wi ecturers, and the program 
~ Start airing Sunday nights, 
Starting in September. Series will 
pad offered for world use by Tow- 

Program is being directed by 
Bernard Braden, Canadian radio 
Q r and director, who is also un- 
er contract to Towers. 








‘V . . 
dice of America’ Hypo 


On Viennese Network 


Vienna, July 26. 
one Walter Roberts, commentator 
ra Voice of America” to Aus- 
White-R in Vienna at the Red- 
“a aoe Studios on an inspec- 
change . Orientation trip. Several 
gram ‘ In “Voice of America” pro- 
a ee have been made. Dr. 
Indizna en director of radio. 
rarily atts” Is also here, tempo- 
‘ tached to RWR network 


a ; 
viser Special assignment as ad- 


Rwarrent program highlights of 
Vals iw the Salzburg Festi- 
Perform R will carry all festival 
some oe and feed them to 
Masters yruropean outfits. Ted 
8 made wa Program director, 
fram © several changes in pro- 
Shows — on RWR’s weaker 
~~ Sgremn oe © dom 


pout 55 stages, practically | 


and Sacha | 


Paris Legit Ends Blah Season; 
Name Playwrights Disappoint 


2 





Rank’s August Siesta 


London, Aug. 2. 

J. Arthur Rank’s production ac- 
tivities in Britain will come to a 
halt during the last two weeks of 
August. Rank is shuttering his 
Denham studio during that period 
to give all his employees a _ two- 





week —ivacation. End-of-August 
shutdown is traditional with the 
British filmmaker. 

Denham studio is the only lot 


now being used by Rank since he 
closed the others recently in a 
cost-saving consolidation move. 


TV Films for U.S. 
Brit. Industry 


London, Aug. 2. 

Production of films in Britain 
for use almost. exclusively on 
American TV looks like developing 
into a major British industry. News 
of the activities of Parthian Pro- 
ductions, whose product is to be re- 
leased through David Coplan’s new 
organization, is followed by plans 
of a new company known as Vizio, 
Ltd., which is associated with the 
Ted Kavanaugh group. Two of the 
directors of this company, Edgar 
Blatt and Roy Plomley, are in the 
U. S. to arrange distribution for 
the first two series of TV films they 
are now producing. 

There will be 52 films to each 
series, one dealing with real life 
murders from a Scotland Yard 
angle, and the other being classi- 
fied as psychological thrillers. But 
in effect they will be TV plays on 
celluloid. One film in each of the 
series has now been completed and 
the directors have taken negatives 
with them to show to possible dis- 
tributors. 

Each subject is carefully cut so 
as to run for 2612 minutes, allow- 
ing 344 minutes for the normal 
commercial plug in a_ half-hour 

| program. They are being directed 
by experienced TV men; one of the 
samples was directed by Eric Faw- 
' cett. 

Each of the subjects is skedded 
to cost around $7,000, and although 
the first was made at the Mary- 
lebone_ studios, future arrange- 
ments will not be determined final- 
‘ly until the two execs return from 

| New York. 
| Another entrant into the produc- 
| tion field for TV in Britain is 
James Fitzpatrick, who plans to 
make a series of 27-minute shorts 
based on folk-music “landmarks.” 
They’re to have theatrical distribu- 
tion in Britain through Metro but 
will be shown on American TV net- 
works through ABC and NBC. It’s 
hoped the first of the series will be 
available for American videc by 
Christmas. 


20th to Build 4 Cinemas 


In Israel, 1 in Alexandria 


Madrid, Aug. 2. 
Twentieth-Fox prez 
Skouras, who arrived 








here 


of Israel, as result of his belief 
that Israel will become one of the 
greatest industrial nations of the 
Middle East. In addition, 20th 
p'ans a new theatre in Alexandria. 
Skouras emphasized he_ has 
found American films to be pre- 
dominant throughout Europe, de- 
spite many countries now turning 
out local product. In Spain, for 
example, the government has re- 
cently ruled that one American 
picture is to be permitted with a 
film of any other country on all 
double bills, which are run by all 
except first runs here. “This 
proves conclusively the tremen- 
dous popular demand for Ameri- 
can motion pictures,” he said. 
Twentieth will build its theatres 
in Israel in Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jeru- 
salem and Nathania. ‘We will be 
the first ones to create the com- 
mercial interest of every American 
industry in Israel,” he said 
Film censorship in the British 

Zone in Germany has been turned 
over to a voluntary board of the 
German film industry by the Brit- 
ish Control Commission. Latter 
reserves right to reverse board de- 
i cisions, 





Spyros P. | 
last | 
week on his tour of Europe, dis- | 
closed his company plans to build | 
four new theatres in the new state | 


Austria, Trizonia Pact 


New Film Exchange 

é Vienna, July 26. 
_ Austria and Trizonia are work- 
ing Out a new arrangement on film 
exchange, with ratio this time 12 
to 50. Austria agrees to produce a 
j|maximum of 12 pix annually, 
|which are to be swapped against 
|50 German makes. 


In view of the fact that indica- | 


tions point to a surplus of more 
than 3,000,000 marks for Austria, 
this amount is intended to be used 
for a joint Austrian-German pro 
duction, against which unions have 
already protested. 


Joe Friedman Stresses 
His Amicable Parting 
From Columbia Picts 


London, July 27. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I note with considerable regret 
the publication both the weekly 
and your daily in Hollywood of an 


article bearing the London date- 
line of July 12 stating that my 
resignation from Columbia was 


due to. disagreements with Home | 


Office executives and that I was 
leaving for America on Aug. 13 to 
settle my contract. It is further 
stated that the rift became known 
six months ago after I 
America for conferences’ with 
president Harry Cohn and foreign 
distribution vice-president Joseph 
A. McConville, being at that time 
lifted out of my position as man- 
aging director in England and be- 
ing replaced by Max Thorpe, my 
assistant. 

Facts are that I have not been 
in the best of health for several 
years and requested Columbia to 
relieve me cf my responsibilities 
about a year ago, when it was de- 
cided between us to groom Mr. 
Thorpe for the position so as to en- 
able him to step in as soon as pos- 
sible. This was accomplished on 
Feb. 1, of this year, thereby reliev- 
ing me of the responsibility of the 
distributing organization, where I 
still remained in an advisory ca- 
pacity and also agreed to supervise 
production for Columbia in this 
country. With the revolutionary 
change in the value of British 
films here, I felt for the time be- 
‘ing that there was really nothing 
very much I could do in the way 
‘of supervising production and in- 
‘'asmuch as I had wished for a long 
time to retire completely from 
_business, I requested Columbia to 
relieve me of my contract. This 
was done on the friendliest and 
most amicable basis. There was 
| never any disagreements between 
|'me and any of the executives of 
‘the company and I am very proud 
to have left in a most cordial at- 
mosphere, with friendship on all 
sides. Jos. Friedman. 





BIG SISTER ACT 

Buenos Aires, July 26. 
| Alicia Barrie broke off work for 
Lumiton Studios to fly back to 
the U. S. on personal business, 
| leaving a picture half finished. 
| The studio got over this diffi- 
culty by having the actress’ sister, 
' whom she resembles closely, stand 
in to make the few scenes yet to be 
completed. 


Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 

, London, Aug. 2. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (11). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co'ls’m (113). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (14). 
“Rrieadoon,” Majestic (16). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (14). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (19). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx 
“iKdwina Black,’ Ambas. (3). 
“French Without Tears,” V. (7). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (71). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (31 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (27). 
“Her Excellency” Hipp 





(1). 


6). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (6). 
“ree Vogues,” Stoll (3). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (13). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (20). 
“Love Albania,” St. James (3). 
“Male Animal,” New (6). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (118) 
“Qn Monday Next,” Comedy (9). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (35). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (11). 
“September Tide,” Aldwich (35). 
“Sone of Norway,” Palace (4). 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (8). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal-‘121). 
“Touch at Top,” Adelphi (3). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (60). 
“Walking Shadow,” Playh’se +8). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (119). 
“Young & Fair,” St. Martins (6). 

i “Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (3). 


| ternational 


visited | 





Aussie Producers See Pic Stymie If 


Govt. Curbs Rawstock 





Simone in Rome Pic 


Rome, July 26 

Simone Simon arrived from 
Paris this week to star in a film 
produced by Navona Films, titled 
“Donne Nell ’Ombra.” Story, by 
Geza Radvanyi, Corrado Alvaro 
and Liana Ferri, concerns women 
and girls who econsorted with 
Fascist and Nazi bigwigs—when 


they were bigwigs. After the’war. 
these women, who came from vari- 
ous parts of Europe, were placed 
in a concentration camp as unde- 
sirables as well as displaced per- 
sons. 

Radvanyi will direct, Robert 
Goelet, Jr., is associate producer: 
cameraman 





in $ Crisis 


announcement by 
Chifley that 


With the 
Prime Minister Ben J 


the government will cut dollar im- 
ports by 25 following talks in 
London by his personal rep, J. J. 
Dedm and Sir Stafford Cripps, 
fear is held here that there'll be a 
curb on the import of rawstock for 
home pic production, plus a cut- 
down of imports of minor U.S. pix. 

Right now the only major pro- 
ducer making pix here is Ealing, 
with “Bitter Springs.” Unit has 
two more films lined up for here, 
it’s understood The Charles 
Chauvel pic, “Sons of Matthew,” 
financed by Universal - Interna- 
tional and Greater Union Theatres, 


!came off the production floor a 


U.S. Pix Big In 


Norse Countries 


Paris, Aug. 2 
Scandinavian prospects are 
bright for American films, accord- 
ing to John G. McCarthy, inter- 
national division chief of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, who 


recently returned here from a tour 
of the north countries Accom- 
panied by his wife, ‘Lillian, the 


exec visited Finland, but failed to 
take in Russia on the junket. 


Soviet, however, is currently 
guesting the MPAA’s Louis Kan- 
turek, who is screening some 24 


Hollywood pictures for the govern- 
ment there. Films are among the 
block which MPAA prez Eric John- 
ston sold Russia during his 1948 
trip to Moscow. 

Following his trek through most 
of the western European capitals, 
McCarthy emphasized the value of 
making personal contacts with key 
men in every country: He also vis- 
ited Switzerland where MPAA 
continental topper Gerald Mayer is 
convalescing from a recent illness. 

Meanwhile, Eugene Van Dee, 
who’s been subbing for Mayer in 
handling the delicate Italian situa- 
tion, has returned from Rome, 
bearing the unpleasant news that 
discriminatory U. S. film legisla- 
tion recentiy passed is unlikely to 
be toned down by amendment. Ap- 
parent standoffish attitude of the | 
U. S. State Dept. is believed to | 
stem from the law’s outwardly non- ! 
discriminatory aspect. 

The McCarthys are scheduled to 
sail for New York via London Fri- 
day (5) on the Queen Mary. He 
had been held in Paris for meet- 
ings of continental managers. 
Among those sitting in on the hud- 
dles were Universal’s foreign chief 
Joseph Seidelman. Latter is also 
due back at the N. Y. homeoffice 
next weck. 





Mayer-Burstyn Has Prize 
Italo ‘Bicycle Thieves’ 


Mayer-Burstyn has acquired the 
U. S. rights to the Italian-made 
“The Bicycle Thieves,” film that 
won the top prize at the Second In- 
Festival in Belgium. 
Pic was produced and directed by 
Vittorio De Sica. It will be re- 
leased in the fall. 

Joseph Burstyn, head of the out- 
fit, embarked Thursday (28) 


| aboard-the Queen Mary for Venice 


where he will attend that city’s 
film festival as a guest of honor. 
His partner, Arthur L. Mayer, 
chief Film Coordinator with the 
American Military Govt. in Berlin, 
resigns his post Aug. 12 and 
hegiras to Israel. He may meet 
Bursiyn in Venice, en route. 
Cops Italian Oscar 
Rome, July 30. 





‘Thieves’ 


“The Bicycle Thieves” was 
awarded Italy’s Silver Ribbon to- 
day for the best domestic film of 
the year. Anna Magnini was chosen 
the best actress and Massimo Gi- 
rotii the best actor for their re- 


spective performances in “Amore” 

and “In the Name of the Law.” 
The Silver Ribbon is _Italy’s 

counterpart of Hollywood's Oscar. 





Herbert Wilcox’s next pic, which 
was to have been directed by John 
Paddy Carstairs, is off. Instead, 
Wilcox is starring his wife, Anna 
Neagle, minus her usual male lead, 
Michael Wilding, in “‘Odette,” story 
based on book of that name. 


couple of weeks ago. Cheauvel says 
he’s got more pix lined up for 
1950. It can be taken for granted 
that U.S. distribs won't make any 
pix here this or any vear 

Most hit by a rawstock nix would 
be the maio pro sing labora- 
tories, handling prints of U.S. and 
British pix taken from the mother 
print to save import cost Local 
newsree! units would also be 
socked by ae rawstock shutoff. 
Technicolor and Trucolor can't be 


processed here, hence colored pix 
would to come through 
from the U. S., or be completely 
nixed 

Industry men close to the politi- 
cal scene can't see the government 


rawstock 
it would 


completely shutting out 
from here, declaring that 


mean the shutdown of one of the 
big industries employing many 
hundreds of skilled workers, al- 
though they do admit that there 


may be some cultdown on minor pix 
from the U. S. 


Meeting of the Australian Cabi- 
net will be held shortly to fix the 
percentage cuts on imports from 


the U. S., in keeping with the Brit- 
ish government's decision to cut 
dollar expenditure by a further 
25%. Aussie film industry is 
awaiting anxiously the result of 
this meeting to see just how deep- 


ly the pic biz fits into the govern- 
ment’s new plans 


U’s Seiden Sdn, 


Daff Due Back Next Week 


Besides talking the possibility 
of joint production activities with 


J. Arthur Rank, British producer, 
in England, Joseph H. Seidelman, 
Universal’s foreign chief, is also 
re-exemining U’s reciprocal dis- 
tribution pact with Rank on his 
current visit to Britain. Adolph 
Schimel, legalite who serves as 


U’s secretary. accompanied Seidel- 


man and is sitting in on huddles 
| concerning the pact Both Seidel- 
man and Schime! return to the 
U. S. next week 


Universal-Rank distribution deal 
runs for 10 vears. It provides for 


periodical readjustments of bugs 
that may crop up from time-to- 
time. No drastic change in the 


deal is contemplated in the Seidel- 
man-Schimel-Rank talks. 
U’s home office foreign wing is 


currently without its top two 
execs. Al Daft, top man under 
Seidelman, is slated to return to 
N. Y. af the end of the week after 
a month's visit to Australia. Daff 
and his wife are spending several 
days on the Coast looking over 
new product before trekking east. 

While on his trip. Doff also did 
a quicl ie lookover of the situation 
in Singapore. India and Cairo. 


‘French Up Radio-TY 


Set Taxes Sharply 


Paris. July 26. 
Yearly tax on receiving sets has 
been upped by the French Parlia- 
ment, from $2 to $3 a vear per 


radio set for private owners. If in- 
stalled in places open to the public, 


fee is $5: for juk: $12. Old 
crystal sets will only set one back 
$1. 

There are an estimated 8.000.000 


which about 3.- 
1 officially, 
owners to 


sets in France of 
000,000 are not decla: 
thus permitting their 
evade paving the tax. 

The tax on video sets is three 
times that on radio sets. meaning 
$9 per vear. There are about 3,000 
TY sets. 





uart-- Wednesday, August 3, 1949 








f 


_Weiinesday, August 3, 1949 

















16 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 3, 1949 





| 


| Slaitery’s Hurricane 


Hollywood, July 30. 20th-Fox release of William Perlberg 

Metro release of Pandro S. Yporman | production, Stars Richard Widmark, 
oduction. Stars Jennifer Jones, Van | oe pacar. tones, ee, epetures 
flin, Louis Jourdan; features James Toth oes : a ™ ~ ag nd 
ason, Christopher Kent, Gene Lockhart, | 40°. reenplay, Herman ouk, Rich- 
Directed ard Murphy from story by Wouk; camera, 

Charles G. Clarke; editor, Robert Simp- 


Madame Bovary 


rank Allenby, Gladys Cooper. 
y Vincente Minnelli. Screenplay, Robert 





‘ : . ; ffects, Fred Sersen, Ray 
irev; based on novel by Gustave | SOM; camera e 
Losbert: camera, Robert Planck; music, — g. mea e SR July 25, 
iklos Rozsa; editor, Ferris Webster. Slat unning time, 83 aS iehe 4 Wid k 
radeshown July 29, °49. Running time, | S18U8CTY ...-.+s-eeeees. char LU wna | 
114 MINS. =: 1 ceeee cagaasiew cen Bano Ragas pn 
pepe . ‘far Joneg VOMOTOES ..nsesaess Poceccecess F 
Emma Bovary ; —- ae ee FR rire rr te John Russell | 


Gustave Flaubert 


“harles Bovary : Van Heflin Commander Kramer.... . Gary Merrill | 
Knaolphe Boulanger... Louis Jourdan | Milne eee” #254 aes ees | 
Leon Dupuis Christopher Kent | Admiral Ollenby.....Raymon aon eat | 
J. Homais Gene Lockhart Frank sev cesceccccececs Stanley V ye 
SEE Go eae oie Frank Allenby | Gr@SOry........seseeeee- Joseph De . 
Mme. Dupuis ......++++:- Gladys Cooper FLOSS... cece eeeeeees ——- ‘“ 
Mayor Tuvache........ John Abbott | G-Girl........ccsccccvcee- Ame _ m8 | 
Hyppolite Henry Morgan | M.C..... +... .seeeseeeee- Kenny ens 
Dubocage George Zucco | Nurse Bailey...........-. Ruth Ciiffor 
Felicite Ellen Corby | Nurse Collins........0.. Maudie Prickett 
Roualt eeeeha Eduard Franz | Dispatcher.............- William Hawes 
Guillaumin aires wares Henri Letondal | Waitcr..........+eeeees- a —— 
Mme. Lefrancois....... Esther Somers Naviyator........+.++-+-- Lee pilacGreser 
Pinard _..Frederie Tozere Taxi Driver.....<-. ecececcese — ante 
Marquis D’Andervilliers. Paul Cavanagh Seer re re John Davidson 
CO ert Larry Simms | a 4 
oe pieeete awn, Kinney | “Slattery’s Hurricane” has 
incase enough excitement to satisfy action 
3 fans and the Widmark audience 
“Madame Bovary” is a woman’s | *“> . 
picture that should garner sturdy will see him back as a tough, rather 
despicable character. 





returns in class situations. Based 


. ee ad | Picture is well produced, has | 
on the French classic about an|. . 
ambitious woman, the picture has | S0me poo ee Pe 
unusually good exploitation values of thi quite Re “4 fe + nage 
that can be touted to attract the |} h © a ie nia ‘accion de Penis’ 
femmes and bolster its boxoffice | ‘*¢ 5 ay Hy i “- os aaaae 
ehances. Star lineup is another | Ss © seme Soe oe 


to another with confusing overall 
, effect. Handling too many airplane | 
sequences, these fail to come off. 

Yarn takes Widmark away from 
his familiar gangster characteriza- | 
tions and plunks him down as al-| 
most a cad until the final payoff, 
when he becomes a hero. Triangle 
is enacted before the background 
of the U. S. Weather Bureau’s un- 
tiring efforts to locate hurricanes 
| off the Florida coast in time to give | 
adequate warning to_ residents | 
along the Atlantic seaboard. A for- 
mer daring Navy aviator, he turns 
up to steal his service buddy’s wife 
simply because she happens to be 
one of his sweethearts of war days. 
This is done sketchily with a bow 
to the MPAA code. 


favorable factor. 

As a character study, “Bovary’ 
is interesting to watch, but hard 
to feel. It is a curiously unemo- 
tional account of some rather basic 
emotions and this failure to plumb 
beneath its characters lessens the 
broad, general appeal somewhat. 
However, the surface treatment of 
Vincente Minnelli’s direction is 
slick and attractively presented. 
This fact, plus the ballyhoo aspects, 
shape it as an important entry for 
most situations. 

Jennifer Jones is the daring 
Madame Bovary, a femme whose 
- story, as told by Gustave Flaubert, 
shocked the France of the 1850s. 
The character is short on sym- 


pathy, being a greedy woman so er : ; P 
anxious to better her position in| _S¢ript outlines how crack pilots 


: ‘ eggag ek asl are sent on_ hurricane - hunting 
life that sin and crime do Mict| flights. The carefree Widmark 
Jones is a competent actress and (Slattery) ee reer atg  rent me 

answers to every demand of direc- 4 Candy manufacturer in Miami an 
tion and script in her sketch of the accidentally bumps into his former | 
early-day shocker ; buddy, John Russell, employed as 
a a Heflin portrays her doctor | Weather bureau pilot. Story would 
husband, an essentially weak man — = Pag A per 
whose evident flaws in abiding with his 2 | = é in dane | 
a greedy wife are not too satisfac- Ss Cpe ers we © gage ip A 
torily explained away by his love smuggling until he actually fin s | 
; a oe : some narcotics tied to the body of | 


for her. He gives it a good read- gl 
. of ais one of the partners after he dies 
eae Py ieentier Gaameee of heart attack. Also that the sec- | 


retary, the girl who is madly. in 


the ill treatment he humbly takes love with him. is an addict. 


from his wife. | 

Nearer to the essential aims of | : Peco 
the story+is the character played | Particularly effective in the too few 
by Louis Jourdan. He is Madame romantic clinches. Veronica Lake 
Bovary’s first rich P : 
man who lives a shallow life of | ef : 
futile amours. Christopher Kent, | Gary, Merrill is the forthright com- 


' duction 


lover, a vain|isS a rather forlorn figure as the | %9' 
secretary in love with Widmark. | Casey Edwards 


Miniature Reviews 


“Madame Bovary”  ‘(M-G). 
Femme appeal and strong star 
names to attract trade. 

“Slattery’s Hurricane” 
(20th). Richard Widmark and 
Linda Darnell should put over 
this thriller for big returns. 

“Conspirator” (M=-G) 
British-made Commie meller, 
with Robert Taylor. Good U. S. 


possibilities. 
“Abbott & Costello Meet 
Killer, Boris Karloff” (U). 


First-rate escapist film fare 
for family trade. 

“Barbary Pirate” (Col). 
Standard small-budget  sup- 
porter for secondary slotting 

“Trail of the Yukon” 
(Mono). Dull, minor-league 
effort for fill-in bookings. 

“Sky Liner” (SG). Okay ac- 
tion melodrama aboard trans- 
continental plane. For sec- 
ondaries. 








/conflict, both emotional and men- 
ital, with his newly-acquired young 


wife fails to reach the heights, and 
throughout the development there 
is neither powerful 
lurid melodrama which the subject 
deserves. 

From the point of view of pro- 
qualities, there is very 
little fault to be found with “Con- 
spirator.” It is effectively mount- 
ed; there are some fine settings, 
and the atmosphere of the Guards 
regiments and a Welsh village is 
admirably captured. 

Taylor gets to grips with the 
starring role but the script doesn’t 
allow wide scope and restricts his 
performance within a_ limited 
frame. Elizabeth Taylor is given a 
big opportunity for an emotional 


and romantic lead and comes out | 
with flying colors. Supporting cast | 


is carefully selected and top roles 
are in the efficient hands of Robert 
Flemyng, Harold Warrender and 
Honor Blackman. 

It’s unlikely that this will meet 
with the same boxoffice success 
as its predecessor, “Edward, My 
Son,” “and the chances are that 


| it may run into some trouble, par- 


ticularly in hot European centers 
from Communist and other left- 
wing factions. Myro. 





Abbott & Costello Meet 


The Killer, Boris Karloff 


Universal release of Robert Arthur pro- 


duction. Stars Abbott & Costello; fea- 
tures Boris Karloff, Lenore Aubert. | 
| Directed by Charles T. Barton. Screen- 


Linda Darnell, as the wife, is | 2/8’, Hugh Wedlock, Jr., Howard Snyder, 
’ , | 


|; John Grant from story by Wedlock, Jr., 
| and Snyder; camera, Charles Van Enger; 
editor, Edward Curtiss; music, Milton 
Schwarzwald. Tradeshown, N. Y., Aug. 1, 
Running time, 84 MINS. 


Bud Abbott 
Lou Costello 


ee 


| Freddie Phillips............ 


A . | DWH TAOS... 6 000000408 Boris Karloff 
bearing a remarkable resemblance | mander while a strong supporting | Angela Gordon..... ease Lenore Aubert 
to Jourdan. is another who falls CaSt in topped by Walter Kings- | Jeff Wilson ............. . Gar Moore 


under the Bovary spell and serves 
her as a sideline romance. | 
The Bovary quest for something | 


Waxman and Joseph De Santis. 
Herman Wouk’s story has not 


better than she has is brought to been particularly improved in the | Sergeant Stone 


light at the trial of Gustave) scripting by Wouk 


Flaubert, author of the realistically | Murphy. Charles G. Clarke 


has 


treated novel that brought about | contributed some superb camera | 


his arrest. James Mason is ex-| work, especially in the hurricane 
cellent as the author who takes the | scenes. Robert Simpson’s editing is 
stand in his own defense to try | passably okay but excellent sound 
to explain the urge that drove his| is a highlight of the production. 
doubtful heroine on and why he Fred Sersen and Ray Kellogg have 
felt it necessary to chronicle her | done remarkably well with their 


adventures. The Robert Ardrey | special camera effects. Wear. 
script is glib enough in its pre- a 
sentation of the story and the Conspirator 


scenes develop logically. 
Among the featured and sup- 


(BRITISH) 
London, July 27. 


: , , y into Metro release of Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
porting players who fit ably production. Stars Robert Taylor. Eliza- 


the footage are Gene Lockhart, the beth Taylor. Robert Flemyng. Directed 
village druggist; Frank Allenby, ' by Victor Saville. Screenplay by Sally 
black-mailing dealer in fine linens Benson, from novel by Humphrey Slater; 


> 2 ' camera, Skeets Kelly, Bunny Francke; 
and gossip; Gladys Cooper, John | editor, Frank Clark. At Empire, London, 


ford, Raymond Greenleaf, Stanley | Betty Crandall............ 


Donna Martell 


ea ...Alan Mowbray 





| Inspector Wellman........ James Flavin 
| T. Hanley Brooks.....,.. Roland Winters 
Amos Strickland........... Nicholas Joy 
cieoaeeetas Mikel Conrad 

and Richard | Gregory Milford........... Morgan Farley 
| Mrs. pe Sa Victoria Horne 
EET «5. 56.0 40065500806% 5 Percy Helton 
rs. Grimsby.............-.Claire DuBrey 

| Lawrence Crandall....... Harry Hayden 
a Vintent Renno | 
Well lubricated with double- 


j 


| takes, gags and familiar slapstick, 
“Abbott & Costello Meet the Killer, 
| Boris Karloff” is an entry that 
| qualifies easily as escapist film fare. 
| Picture will be relished by the 
comics’ following and is okay for 
the family trade. Long running 
| time of 84 minutes, however, could 


'be trimmed to give the film a/§ 
swifter impact. Lengthy title, too, | 


presents a problem to exhibs with 
short marquees. 
But Abbott and Lou Costello romp 


Abbott, Henry Morgan, Ellen July 26, ‘49. Running time, 87 MINS. | through this opus broadly playing 
Corby, Paul Cavanagh and others. | pM ae am Soe a hotel dick and bellboy, respec- 


Pandro S. Berman’s production | Cap. Hugh Ladholme... Robert Flemyng 
carries the gloss of a large budget, | Col. Hammerbrook. .. Harold Waggender 

. ici , rej | doyee onor man 
prodigiously spent. The gaa | Aunt Jessica.........- Marjorie Fielding 
setup of the picture reflects a) Broaders.......-..... .. Thora Hird 
generous hand but the expansive Lord Pennistone.....Wilfred Hyde-White 
treatment tends to overwhelm in Lady Witheringham 
some scenes. One production treat 
is the eye-filling movement of the 


“Emma Bovary Waltz” as terped 


For its second British production 
Metro has chosen a frankly politi- 


' ‘al theme. It is a highly fanciful | 
by a large casi and cleffed by ‘4 = 
Miklos Rozsa. Latter also gives iat: pg of an obvious anti-| 

ommie character, bearing little) 


the film a solid musical score. . : : ; - 
. ’ -- relation to the situation as it exists 
Robert Planck's photography is |in Britain today. This is obviously 


very good, as are the art direction, | desi =a 
: : designed to cash in on the current 
the settings and costumes. Picture | political bandwagon, and-will prob- 


could stand trimming from _ its 4 
. : ably have a better success in the) 
present 114 minutes. Brog. 'U. S. than in Britain. | 


| Apart from its unconvincing 


i j treatment the pic, notwithstanding | 
Janis Paige Pacted For \two boxoffice names in Robert | 


Frankovitch Rome Pic Taylor and Elizabeth Taylor, falls, 
Rome, July 26 down in its departure from normal 


; convention. Here is a boy-meets- | 
Venus Productions, headed by|girj plot without the familiar | 
Mike Frankovitch, has signed Janis ‘happy ending, and this will inevi-| 
Paige, Hollywood starlet, to play taply disappoint many of the 
the leading role in “The Dark younger fans. 
Road,” by Philip Yordan. | In the unfolding of the major | 
Star arrived the middle of July theme the story lacks dramatic | 
for costume fittings; actual shoot- intensity, and little effort is made | 
ing of the pic starts Aug. 5. Miss to justify the action of the central | 


Paige’s husband, Frank Martinelli, character, Maj. Michael Curragh, | 


a non-professional, will be here for an officer in the Guards, who 
the duration of the picture, which passes on highly secret military | 
is <cheduled for eight weeks. ,information to “the Party. The 


tively. The plot is just one of those 
things. But the dialog is buttered 
_so well with the bon mots and prat 
falls which have made the come- 
dians an Américan institution that 


Helen Haye their fans will likely Overlook the 


inanities of the “story.” 

A resort hotel is the locale for a 
flock of killings which starts when 
famed criminal Nicholas Joy is 








The Blue Lagoon 


“The Blue Lagoon” (Rank) 
Jean Simmons starrer being 
tradeshown, in New York 
Thursday (28), was reviewed in 
Variety from London, March 
9, 1949. Reviewer Myro noted 
that “for British audiences the 
title and star are enough to 
insure healthy business, but 
the pieture has few other at- 
tractions to interest Yank ex- 
hibs.”” Story deals with two 
children shipwrecked on a 
South Sea Island and it was 
cited in the review that the 
plot “is developed by a series 
of incidents rather than by a 
woven theme.” 

Filmed in Technicolor, the 
picture is being released in the 
U.S. by Universal. 


drama nor} 


rubbed out. Suspected along with 
Costello are a number of the law- 
yer’s former clients, all of whom 
were guests at the hostelry at the 
time of the murder. Before the 
case is solved, A. & C. shuffle 
corpses, are locked in steam cab- 
inets and dash through a subter- 
ranean cavern. 

It goes without saying that A. & 
C. carry on in their best tradition. 
Boris Karloff 
swami whose hypnotie powers are 
frequently ineffective. Lenore 
Aubert, Roland Winters and Gar 
Moore are creditably sinister as 
some of the many suspects. 
lends realism as the bombastic 
legalite who’s knocked off while 
James Flavin is adequate as the in- 
spector who cracks the case. Hotel 
manager Alan Mowbray is okay as 
| the culprit. 

Direction of Charles T. Barton is 





competent in this Robert Arthur | 


production. Charles Van Enger’s 
camerawork is good as is David 
'Horsley’s special lensing. Other 
technical credits measure up. 
| Gilb. 
| 
| Barbary Pirate 
Hollywood, July 28. 
Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Features Donald Woods, Trudy | 
Marshall, Lenore Aubert, Stefan Schnabel, | 
Ross Ford, John Dehner, Matthew Boul- 


ton. Directed by Lew Landers. Screen- | 
play, Robert Libott, Frank Burt; camera, 


Ira H. Morgan; editor, James Sweeney. 
At Pantages, July 28, ’49. Running time, 
64 MINS. 


Major Tom Blake... Donald Woods 


Anne Ridgeway.. .... Trudy Marshall 
Zoltah ....Lenore Aubert 
Yusof, Bey of Tripoli.....Stefan Schnabel 
Sam BidsewWay ...sicccccces Ross Ford 


oo a eee 
Tobias Sharpe 
Rindefft 


John Dehner | 
ee tee Matthew Boulton 
Nelson Leigh 

Joe Mantell 
Frank Reicher 
eens Holmes Herbert 
Captain Crawford...... Frank Jaquet 
Ezra Fielding William Fawcett 
Commodore Preble........ Russell Hicks 


Cathcart 
Thomas Jefferson 


“Barbary Pirate” is a modestly 
| budgeted supporting feature that 
gets by in its classification. Theme 
is an ambitious one for the mini- 
mum cost bracket in which 
| “Pirate” falls but stock shots and 
Similar production tricks are an 
adequate cloak for the corner- | 
cutting necessary to get it by. 

Plot is laid just after the Revo- 
lutionary War when Barbary pi- 
rates are preying on American 
shipping in waters of Tripoli. A 


i traitor in Washington tips the Bey | 


, Of Tripoli on valuable cargo so an 
undercover Army 
patched to the 
'smoke out the plotter. 


self captured, befriends the Bey, 


gets his information and after suit- | 


-able amount of swordplay and 
othe> adventuring, things are wrap- 
ped up into a satisfactory conclu- 
sion. 

Director Lew Landers keeps the 
| footage moving along. acceptably 
| and the cast does okay in putting 
over the more or less standard plot- 
'ting in the Robert Libott-Frank 
| Burt script. Trudy Marshall is the 
/damsel in distress who’s saved by 
| Woods. 
| girl. Stefan Schnabel portrays the 


| Bey and there are minor assists 


'from Ross Ford, John Dehner and °Ver 


| Matthew Boulton. 


steers the picture around an 
budget pitfalls and Ira H. Morgan 


is amusing as a/| 


Joy | 


| Pilot . 


officer is dis- | 
Mediterranean to | 
Donald | 
| Woods is the officer. He gets him- | 


Lenore Aubert is a native | 





which handicaps his heroics. Pot 
is full of doublecrosses. First the 
banker doublecrosses Guy Beach 
and Bill Edwards on a gold claim 
They held up the bank, but their 
aides on the job have been hired 
by the banker to doublecross them 
and give the loot back. Before the 
confusion is sorted out, there is an 
unusual amount of aimless gun. 
|play and sundry ten-twent-thirt 
staging that points up the stilted 
inept handling. ’ 

Grant sings one tune, “A Shan. 
tyman’s Life,” expertly although 
it means little to the footage, 
Otherwise, he tries hard to get his 
assignment over. Suzanne Dalbert 
is an interesting northwoods’ 
beauty and Dan Seymour is her 
Canuck father. Bill Edwards, and 
the heavies, William Forrest, An- 
thony Warde, Maynard Holmes and 
Peter Mamakos, run through stock 
performances. 

William F. Broidy served as as. 
sociate producer to Lindsley Par. 
sons, but neither rate a good credit. 
| Dullness of the directorial pace is 
further emphasized by the dirge- 
like musical direction of Edward J. 
| Kay. Lensing and editing are only 
adequate. Brog. 





Sky Liner 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Screen Guild release of William Ste 


phens (Lippert Production) production, 
Features Richard Travis, Pamela Blake, 
Rochelle Hudson. Directed by William 
Berke. Screenplay, Maurice Tombragel; 


original story, John Wilste; camera, 
Berger; editor, Edward Mann 


Carl 
Previewed 


July 26, 49. Running time, 61 MINS, 

i rere Richard Travig 
Carol ee er rere Pamela Blake 
Amy Winthrop......... Rochelle Hudson 
Bokejian Were ey res Steven Geray 
J. S. Conningsby..... : Creg McClure 
Smith Salem 0.5.8 Saw Gaylord Pendleton 
Ben Howard........ Michael Whalen 
MOry AME. sc cevcncs Anna May Slaughter 
A 2 SP eae eee : Ralph Peters 
Mariette La Fare......... Lisa Ferraday 
eS Se ree errr ere David Holt 
eS UC. SA rere ree Dodie Bauer 


Sir Harry Finneston.......Herbert Evans 


BRO. SOMUMMES, 626.060 000080 Roy Butler 
Mrs. JenningS....0.ccceee. Jean Clark 
Sb ° - Serr rey ree re Bess Flowers 
George Eakins............ John McGuire 
fo errs: ee Alan Hersholt 
Colonel Hanson..........- Jack Mulhall 


George Meeker 
.. William Lester 

Jean Sorel 
Burt Wenland 


Financier 


Second Stewardess....... 
ON Pe 

“Sky Liner” plots all its action 
‘aboard a west- bound transconti- 
|nental plane and proves to be an 
|okay lowercase subject for second- 
ary bookings. Sky footage is new, 
being filmed with cooperation of 
TWA which gets in plenty of plugs 
for its big Constellations. 

Plot is a spy thriller, with the 
FBI after a man who is selling 
|Government secrets to a foreign 
| power. A State Department courier 
'is murdered at the opening and his 
sealed orders lifted. Principals 
then board a plane for the Coast 
and as the air miles tick off sundry 
characters are brought on. There’s 
a precocious moppet  botherin 
passengers with her songs; a jewe 
thief trying a getaway; an eloping 
couple; the agent for the foreign 
| power; the spy and his girl friend; 
an absconder; an attractive hostess 
and the G-man. ; 

*The spy is bumped off high in 
the sky, and Richard Travis takes 
in his official capacity as the 
'FBlI-er to sort out the varied 





Sam Katzman’s su perv ision) suspects and get his man. William 


Berke’s direction keeps the pot 
boiling at a good clip before bring- 


gave it okay lensing. Editing keeps | ing on the gun-blazing climax when 


footage to suitable 64 minutes. 
Brog. 





Trail of the Yukon 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, July 30. 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
(William F. Broidy) production. 
Kirby Grant; features 
| Bill Edwards, Dan Seymour, directed by | 
| William X Crowley. Screenplay, Oliver | 
Drake; suggested by “The Gold Hunters” | 
by James Oliver Curwood; camera, Wil- | 
liam Sickner; editor, Ace Herman. Pre- | 
| viewed July 27, *49. Running time, 67 


| MINS, 

eR Ree Kirby Grant | 
Marie . 

yer ree Bill Edwards | 
errr re Dan Seymour | 
NE (64 beu0e-s0edaed oa William Forrest | 
SEE 66-648 606006 -....- Anthony Warde | 

L. eee Raha aeae Maynard Holmes | 

PS 3 sn datamedeewsn tee Jay Silverheels | 
DD cbs ca 4c hessinnnesscurees Iris Adrian 
Matt Blaine...................Guy Beach 
ROZETS.......-ccccccess Stanley Andrews 
Sullivan $0:b 8B 6s Gee eeee SoS Be Dick Elliott 
rea .. Bill Kennedy 
 &. Ae Harrison Hearne 

PC ceeeere teen eee bee a8 Peter Mamakos 

| “Trail of the Yukon” is a 





| laboriously-paced outdoor adven-! 
|ture yarn that rates only fill-in 
| bookings. Generous use of stock 
footage from a previous Monogram 
film helps to pad out the mini-. 
|mum expenditure on this one, 
but it still lacks production gloss 
and features amateurish direction. 
| It is only just passable for the kid- | 
| dies in the Saturday matinee trade. 

“Trail” introduces Monogram’s | 
|new dog star, Chinook, and he| 
‘comes off best of the cast as the | 
pal of a mountie chasing a gang 
'of bank robbers. The Oliver 


| Drake script is an ovious, but okay 
| basis for the action but William X. | 
| Crowley’s direction fails to make, 
| the proper use of it. | 
' Kirby Grant is the mountie who | 
| gets his man and suffers through the 
footage most of the time on a cane | 





| Eva Nova; features Cesare Danova, Tina 


| til 


justice is served. Travis does an 
rexpert, likeable chore as the G- 
man and Pamela Blake is the 
comely hostess. Rochelle Hudson 
and Gaylord Pendleton are the 
crooks while Steven Geray gets off 
the foreign power agent in okay 
fashion. Others rating mention 





Suzanne Dalbewe | include Greg McClure, the thief; 


Michael Whalen, the absconder; 
and Herbert Evans. Anna May . 
Slaughter is the moppet on the 
lookout for a producer. 

William Stephens works his way 
around a small budget to get the 


ee a alae Suzanne Dalbert; most value from the framework 


for the Maurice Tombragel script 
based on John Wilste’s original. 
Photography is about average an 
editing contributes a fast 61 min- 
utes. Brog. 





Monaea Santa 
(The Holy Nun) 
(SONGS) 
Genoa, July 25. 


release of Romana Film 


Vela Film 
Misiano) production. Stars 


(Fortunato 


Lattanzi, Enrico Glori. Directed bY 
Guido Brignone. Screenplay, Fulvio 
Palmieri, from story by Enzo di Gia li: 
music, Ezio Carabella and Antonio Va “ 
camera, Renato del Frate. At Palazi 
Genoa. Running time, 85 MINS. 


Of the soap-opera genre, “Mo- 
naca Santa” won't hit its stride un 
it reaches subsequent = 
especially in southern Italy—t0 
which area it’s principally intende 
and where it will earn back oe 
of its coin. Elsewhere the goin 
will be slow. 

Naples is pic’s locale, and _ 
are plenty of songs of ot 
(sung by Eva Nova) to keep ‘ing 
audiences happy. Story, a¢ 4 
and other credits are on a par W 


le wae st budget. 
the film’s very modes Hawk. 


' 


chert 
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ring Last week the M-G-M Studios rushed a work print of Battleground’ to 
owe 
“an , New York and within a few hours the picture was put on the screen for 
tess ; ; . 
in Preview without preliminary notice at Loew’s 72nd Street Theatre, a typical 
Kes 
the 
ion neighborhood house. 
pot 
hea . . * 
= e e ° i Om ° . WI h 
G- Motion picture history is in the making! The audience response, identical wit 
the ; 
: ; ‘ows i iforni i , te Research 
ie earlier Previews in California, set a new high. The Motion Picture 
i Bureau in an audience survey recorded the top mark of enthusiasm of all the 
on . . e 
the many Big M-G-M attractions previewed at this theatre. 
way : 
the . ; . 
"nt It is a happy circumstance that in our Anniversary Year, a period when good 
nal. . e 
, hits is now topped 
in product is sorely needed, M-G-M’s remarkable succession of pp 
’ , ; ee ° 
by ‘‘Battleground.” This mighty attraction, aptly called “The Big Parade o 
: ; iere i ed the 
im World War II” will have its World Premiere in November. We wanted 
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_ movie of man 
ne industry to know the good news now, that the BIGGEST y 
alli; 
220+ 4 ' 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Negotiations between the major film producers and American Society 
ef Composers, Authors & Publishers on performing rights to ASCAP 


music are in complete abeyance. 


Talks had been held during the spring 


on ASCAP’s demand that the producers start to pay for performing 


rights, as well as for recording rights, for which they had always: paid | 
Performing rights had been paid for by theatres until | 


in the past. 


Judge Vincent L. Leibell in New York federal court ruled against the 


practice last year. 


Failure of ASCAP to push for further negotiations with the pro- 
ducers is believed to result from the fact it is attempting to work out 
a consent decree with the Government on the anti-trust charges against 


it. Once this is arrived at, Society 


better position to negotiate with the 


apparently figures it will be in a 
film companies. No meetings have 


been held for several months and none is scheduled. 





Tying in with the current 


venereal disease educational campaign 


being waged by cities and states in cooperation with the U. S. Public 
Health Service, is a 30-minute documentary turned out by the Southern 
Educational Film Production Service for the state of Mississippi. Tagged 
“Feeling All Right,” the short is based upon Negro life in Mississippi's 


delta country. 
distributed by the Communications 
University Press. 


Cast is composed of non-professionals. 


Picture is being 
Materials Center of the Columbia 





Jerry Pickman, Paramount’s assistant pub-ad chieftain, is in Chicago | 


until the end of the week to set plans for Cecil B. DeMille’s three weeks 


of travel with the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus. 


DeMiile 


joins the circus Friday (5) to get background for pic which he'll pro- 


duce for Par. 


Pickman’s assignment to the circus chore makes it some- 


thing of a family affair, since his brother, Milton, Coast agent, sold the 


rights to Par. 





Warner Bros.’ 


eastern executives 


must get over 20 releases from 


places and personalities mentioned topically by Milton Berle in “Always 


Leave ’Em Laughing,” his first at the studio. 


Almost daily he ad libs 


names and places like Rodgers & Hammerstein, ‘““Oklahoma!”, Lindy’s, 
the Famous Door, Leon & Eddie’s, etc. 





One-pic-a-year deal for five years that Miriam Howell of the Paul 
Small agency recently set for Margaret Sullavan at Columbia calis for 
$60,000 for the initial film with an escalator that goes to $100,000 for the 


last. 


First pic may be “‘No Sad Songs” in the fall. 








May Delay 


| ——— (Continued 











months of preparation is little time 
to get all the booking details set, 
exploitation and the thorough plug- 
ging job that is necessary to Insure 
the festival’s maximum effective- 
ness. 

Allowing two months to do this 
chore would push the starting date 
back to Nov, 1. And if the festival 
ran 60 days from then, it would be 
carried into December and the pre- 
Christmas period. Distribs have a 
traditional and understandable re- 
ticence about releasing top product 
before the holidays. That pushes 
the whole deal off until mext year, 
with a possible start at Christmas. 
It has been suggested that the fes- 
tival might be put in the form of 
the industry’s Yule present to 
America and it could be carried on 
through January and February.on 
the momentum generated during 
the holiday season. Post-holiday is 
usually slow and the festival might 
give it a hypo. 

Toppers see the plan taking the 
form of territorial splash preems, 
‘wwhich are easier to set up than 
nationwide openings and can be 
more effective through the concen- 
tration of publicity and exploita- 
tion. They also eliminate the ex- 
pense of doubling the usual num- 
ber of prints, as suggested by Sul- 
livan, although this didn’t appear 
to be a particularly stiff problem 
at Monday’s New York session. 

While it went unmentioned at 
the meeting, decision to push off 
consideration of the plan until the 
Chicago conclave undoubtedly re- 
sulted from fears in the minds of 


~ some execs that cooperation of the 


Allied States Exhibitors Assn. 
might otherwise be sacrificed. 
While Sullivan and Ted Gamble, 
who called Monday’s meeting and 
toastmastered it, were acting as 
private individuals, they are both 
TOA officials. Because of the Al- 
lied and TOA it was thought bet- 
ter to let the festival plan grow out 
of the industry-wide Chi meet and 
thus eliminate the stigma, as far as 


Allied is concerned, of a TOA 
label on it. 
Interim Group Due 
Sullivan has steadfastly main- 


tained that the scheme is a flexible 
one and subject to any changes the 
industry wanted to make, so Is ac- 
cepting the revisions without re- 
sistance. He has promised to name 
an interim committee to work out 
details into tangible form for pres- 
entation at Chicago. 


RKO prez Ned E. Depinet, who | 


as chairman of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s exhibitor-com- 


munity relations committee, is 
largely responsible for the Chi 


conclave, pointed out that the suc- 
cess of that meeting might be en- 
dangered by setting up a festival 
plan now. He said he didn’t want 
the council that will be set up in 
Chi to be faced with a precon- 
ceived program, 


from 


Film Fest 
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Austin Keough, Paramount coun- 
sel, suggested that the promotion 
campaign last longer than a month 


or two. About 50 industry execs 
attended the New York luncheon 
session. They included distribs, 
exhibs, tradepaper editors and 


reps of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, as well as of TOA, 
Among those present were Louis 
A. Novins,. repping Paramount 
prexy Barney Balaban; Edward L. 
Liyman, Robert M. Weitman, Max 


Youngstein and Robert H. O’Brien, | 
of Par; Abe Montague, Columbia; | 


Charles M. Reagan, Si Seadler and 
Oscar Doob, Metro: William J. 
Heineman, Eagle Lion; Robert 
Mochrie, and S. Barret McCor- 
mick, RKO; Maurice A. Bergman 
and William Scully, Universal; 
Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros.; 
Edward L. Walton, Republic; Sid- 
ney G. Deneau, Selznick Releasing 
Organization; Al Lichtman and 


Ulrie Bell, 20th-Fox; Arthur Sach- 


son, Goldwyn; Robert J. Rubin, 
SIMPP; Sidney Schreiber and Tay- 
lor M. Mills, MPAA; Leo Brecher, 
Si Fabian, Edward L. Fabian and 
Harry Brandt, New York circuit 
operators and Herman M. Levy, 
general counsel for TOA. 


Mark Stevens Subs For 


| Johnson in Metro Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Metro borrowed Mark Stevens 
from 20th-Fox to take over the 
job originally assigned to Van 

Johnson in “Please Believe Me.” 
Johnson was switched to “The 
Big Hangover,” in which he will 
co-star with Elizabeth Taylor. Met- 
ro is hurrying “Hangover” to per- 
mit Miss Taylor to go on loanout 
to Paramount Oct. 1 for the femme 

lead in “An American Tragedy.” 








Team Audie, Frau 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Audie Murphy and his wife, 
Wanda Hendrix, will co-star for 
the first time in “Sierra” at Uni- 
versal-International, with Michel 
Kraike as producer, _ starting 
Aug. 14. 

Miss Hendrix will play on loan- 
out from Paramount. Murphy's 
contract is shared, 50-50, by Paul 
Short and U-I. 





Jacobs Doing 10 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Busiest producer at Warners is 
William Jacobs, who was handed 
his 10th assignment, “The Girl 
From Paris.” 
Shortly Jacobs will have six pix 


working at the same time. They 
are “The Candy Kid Levels,” 
“Ghost Mountain,” “Betrayal,” 


“The Daughter of Rosie O’Grady” 
and “Crashout.” in addition to “The 
,Girl From Paris.” 


Baylor U. Film Would 


Raise Stadium Funds 


Waco, Aug. 2. 
World premiere of a home-made 


film calculated to raise $1,000,000 | 


for a-new football stadium was 
held here at Baylor U. Pic, titled 
“This is Baylor,’ was made on the 
school campus, It concerns a re- 
pentant father who visits the school 
following the death of his son, 
who attended Baylor when his 
school career was interrupted by 
World War II. 

Film was made under the direc- 
tion of Paul Baker, head of Bay- 
lor’s drama department. Idea is 


to show pic to Baptists throughout | 


thus stimulating the 
Baylor is a Baptist 


the state, 
needed fund. 
university. 


ARNALL AND LESSING 
TO REP SIMPP IN CHl 


Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers has named its 
prexy, Ellis Arnall, and its v.p. 
and chairman of its exec commit- 





tee, Gunther Lessing, as its offi- | 


cial reps at the industrywide pub- 
lic relations meeting to be held in 
Chicago Aug. 30-31. Lessing is 
v.p. and general counsel for Walt 
Disney Productions. 

SIMPP members voted to accept 
a belated invitation to the affair 
from the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, which is sponsoring it, 
after word got out that it was 
miffed at not being asked to at- 
tend. MPAA’s stand was 
SIMPP was represented in that it 
was a member of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council, all-Holly- 
wood body which is sending a dele- 
gation. 


Ibsen’s ‘Hedda’ to Be 
Produced by Ben Hecht 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Ben Hecht will produce and 
Charles Lederer will direct “Hed- 
da Gabler,” to be filmed by the 
new indie company organized by 
Geraldine Fitzgerald and her hus- 
band, Stuart Scheftel. 

Miss Fitzgerald will play the title 
role and Scheftel will handle the 
bankroll. 








2 Foy Documentaries 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Bryan Foy will make two semi- 
documentaries as the first pair of 
assignments under his new pro- 
ducer contract at Warners. 


ee 
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that | 


big $10,100 and ahead of second 
| frame. 

| “Musie Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “‘Jig- 
saw” (UA) (5th wk). 
Last week, great $5,200. 


Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 50-84)— | 


“Home of Brave” (UA) and “Cover 
Up” (UA) (3d wk). Down to $4,000. 
Last week, good $7,400. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB) and “Last 
Fling” (WB). Sturdy $12,000. Last 
week, “Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Daring Caballero” (UA) (2d wk), 
$5,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—“‘Lady Gambles” (U) and 
“Johnny Allegro’ (Col) (2d runs) 
and ‘stage unit, “Gay 90’s Revue.” 
Oke $5,000. Last week, ‘Mutin- 
eers” (Col) and “Woman’s Secret” 
(RKO), (2d runs) plus Hawaiian Re- 
vue onstage, big $7,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Flaming 
Fury” (Rep). Okay $3,500. Last 
week, “House of Strangers” (20th) 
and “Hold That Baby” (Mono), oke 
$7,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
'—Cover Girl’ (Col) and ‘“‘Never 
Lovelier” (Col) (3d wk). Good $3,- 
500. Last week, $5,000. 


Laine Lifts ‘Sand’ Sock 
$32,000 in Mild Buff. 


Buffalo, Aug. 2. 
Biggest news this week is the 
‘way Frankie Laine is _ boosting 





| “Sand” to sock week at the Buffalo. 
| “Tulsa” 
| Century. 
Estimates for 


also looks hot at the 
This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500: 40-70)— 
“Sand” (20th) and Frankie Laine, 
Kitty Kallen, onstage. Great $32.- 
000 or over. Last week, “House of 
Strangers” (20th) and “Daring 
Caballero” (UA), nice $14,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,400; 40-70)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to nice $7,000. Last week, 
“Jones Beach” (WB) and “The Fan” 


(20th), fast $17,500 after Dennis 
Day unit on stage with ‘Alaska 
Patrol” (FC) hit sock $13,000 in 
2 days. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
| “One False Step” (U) and “Ride, 
Ryder, Ride” (EL). Mild $9,000 or 


near. Last week, “‘Doolins of Okla- | 


homa” (Col) and ‘“‘Lady at Midnite” 
(Col), nice $13,500. 
| Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- 


Big $4,000. | 


‘Number’ Paces L’ville At 
Bright $14,000; ‘Lining’ 
Lusty 86, ‘Gatsby’ 126 


Louisville, Aug. 2. 
Top notch product is putting 
downtown houses back in the ryp. 
ning this week despite temper- 
atures in the 90’s. Neat business 
is being turned in by “Look For 
Silver Lining” at Mary Anderson 


State’s “Any Number Can Play” 
is excellent and Rialto’s “Great 
Gatsby” is okay. Week marks clos. 
ing of three-week run of vaude 


shows at the National. Revue-ty pe 
vaude, produced by W. H King 
was top notch, but healthy biz wag 
not forthcoming. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.400: 
45-65)—“‘Silver Lining” (WB). Neat 


$8,000, and possible _ h.o. Last 
week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
$6,000. 

National (Standard) (2.400: 50- 
85)—‘‘Time, Place, Girl” (WRB) and 
“Crazy House” (Indie) (reissyes) 


plus W. H. King vaude revue on 
stage. Modest $6,000. Last week 
“Last Wild Horses” (SG) and “Idol 
of Crowd” (FC) (reissue) plus 
vaude, $7,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—“‘Great Gatsby” 
“Strike It Rich” (Mono). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Sand” (20th) 
and “File 649” (FC), $11,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000: 45-65) — 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 
“Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono). Gable 
strong enough in “Number” for 
nice $14,000. Last week, “Wizard 
Of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) and “Secret 
Garden” (M-G); slow $10.000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Tegal Entry” (20th) and “Arctie 
Manhunt” (20th). Medium $5.000. 
Last week, “Red Menace” (Rep) 
and “Flaming Fury” (Rep), $4,500. 


3,000: 
(Par) and 





‘Fountainhead’ Very Big 
156, Port.; ‘Geronimo’ 106 


; Portland, Ore., Aug. 2. 
_ Two Warner pix are in competi- 
tion to each other, “Fountainhead” 
at Broadway being hot but “Girl 
From Jones Beach” at Paramount 
looks just passable. “Stratton 
Story” still is coining money io 
third week at United Artists. — 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 


Subjects are “The Dennis Story,” 70)—“Tulsa” (EL) and “Alimony” —“Fountainhead” (WB) and “One 


scripted by Borden Chase, and 
“The Gold Smugglers,’ by Milton 
Raison. 





BLOCKI YARN FOR WB? 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Warner Bros. is dickering for 
rights to ‘Out of the Darkness,” a 
story which author Fritz Blocki is 
currently preparing for book pub- 
lication. 

Story is a biog of a blind man 
who regains his sight through sur- 


gery 21 years after losing his sight. | 








Goldwyn-RKO 


(EL). Trim $14,000. Last week, 


“Mighty Joe Young’ (RKO) and 
\‘“Trouble Makers” (RKO) (2d wk), 


| big $10,500. 





| DENVER 


(Continued from page 10) 
and “Crime Doctor's Diary” (Col), 
| Same. 

& Esquire (Fox) (742: 
Calamity Jane” (U) and “Streets 
San Francisco” (Rep) also Denver, 
Webber. Slow $2,000. Last week, 


tor’s Diary” (Col), $1,800. 
“Edward, My Son, (M-G) 


000. Last week, “Big Steal” (RKO) 





| 


producers he was 
financing balked at it and he him- 
self thought it unfair to tag his 
name on someone else's picture. 

In any event, Goldwyn has no 
prospective financing deals at the 
moment. Thus the point became 
academic and Goldwyn decided 
there was no use in further argu- 
ing. What he originally intended 
—and still is holding open to cer- 
tain producers—is offering them 











Continued from page 5 =e 


every service but the actual crea- | 
tive one of producing a picture. | 


He’d provide, studio, distribution 
and distribution supervision facili- 
ties, in addition to financing their 
productions. Objective was not to 
show a profit on the financing op- 
eration, but to relieve the burden 
of overhead of the studio and of 
the extensive New York sales su- 
pervision, publicity and account- 
ing organization which Goldwyn 
maintains. 

Hughes balked at the producer’s 
efforis to include the product of 
other filmmakers under the pact 
since Goldwyn’s 20° fee is the 
lowest in the industry for distribu- 
tion service. RKO makes little or 
no profit on it, but considers Gold- 
wyn a valuable asset for prestige. 
Thus it is willing to accept other 
producers’ pix if they bear Gold- 
wyn’s name in order to take ad- 
ivantage of that factor. 


| 
interested in 


and “Rustlers” (RKO), $12,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74) — 
‘Big Cat” (EL) and “Shamrock 
Hill” (EL). Dim $7,000. Last week. 
“City Across -River” (U) and 
| “Search for Danger” (FC), $8.000. 
Webber (Fox) (750: 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Streets 
San Francisco” (Rep), also Denver. 
Esquire. Slim $2,000. Last week. 
Champion” (UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Diary” (Col), $1.800. 





Blanke Producing 


Joan Crawford Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. 


Henry Blanke was handed pro- | 


duction reins on the forthcoming 
Joan Crawford starrer, “Man With- 
out Friends,” starting late this 
month at Warners. 

; Producer has four pictures com- 
ing up. Others on his program are 
“Bright Leaf,’ “Victoria Grando- 
let” and “Ethan Frome.” 


SAG Rolls Down 


Hollywood. Aug. 2. 

Screen Actors Guild is down to 
6,533 active members, the lowest 
number in four years. Member- 
ship was 7,898 in 1946, 7,756 in 
1947 and 7,008 in 1948. 

Guild spokesman declared the 
recent clamor for ‘‘new faces” on 
the screen has not resulted in a 
|rush of new members. 








35-74) —| 


“Champion” (UA) and “Crime Doc- | 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74) — | 
‘ and | 
“Valiant Hombre” (UA).-Mild $11.- | 


‘Last Fling” (WB). Torrid $15,000. 


Last week, “Africa Screams” (UA) 
and “Jigsaw” (UA), $11,000. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 

“Geronimo” (Par) and “Lonesome 
Pine” (Par) (reissues), day-date 
with Orpheum. Slow $3,500. Last 
/ week, “House of Strangers” (20th) 
}and “Forbidden Street” (20th), 
$3,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Geronimo” (Par) and “Lonesome 
Pine” (Par) (reissues), also a Orien- 
| tal. Good $6,500. Last week, ‘House 
of Strangers” (20th) and ‘Forbid- 
den Street” (20th) $7,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) -and 
“Clay Pigeon’ (RKO). Passable 
$10,000 or near. Last week, ‘“Doolins 
Oklahoma” (Col) and “Arson, Inc.” 
(EL), $7,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—"Stratton Story” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still big $9,500. Last week, 
| $10,000. 





35-74) — | 


‘Lining’ 11G, ‘Patch’ 101.6 
| Spark Omaha’s Upbeat 


Omaha, Aug. 2. 

“Silver Lining” and “The Great 
Dan Patch” will wake up the box- 
offices at Paramount and Orpheum 
this round. “Colorado Territory” 2 
Brandeis also looks solid. ‘Silver 
Lining” looks standout with fancy 
session at Par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16 
65))—“Silver Lining” (WB). Fancy 
$11,000. Last week “Canadian Pa 
cific” (20th), $10,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16 
65)—“‘Great Dan Patch” (UA) ane 
“High Fury” (UA). OkKas $10,500. 
Last week, “Outpost in Morocce 
| (UA) and “No Minor Vices” ‘M-G': 
$10,000. 


| 
} 
i 


| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65" 
{Colorado Territory” iM B) FC) 
9” (FU'. 


: “State Department File 64 
Good $7,500. Last week. “Johnn) 
Allegro” (Col) and “Rusty Saves a 
Life” (Col), slender $5,500. — is 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“One False Step” (U) and “Bewal 
Spooks” (Indie). Fair $4,000. La 


week, “Stratton Story” (M-G) (4 
wk) and “Nanook North 
\(3d wk), big $4,200. 


‘Indie? 
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Pix Reeking With Nostalgia As 


Oldtimers Crowd Back on Screen 


By MIKE CONNOLLY 7 


Hollvwood, Aug. 2 


Clara Bow Swanson, Har- 


Gloria 
Mack Sennett, 


Stroheim 


Lloyd, Buster 
Erich 


Hollvwood 


old 
Keaton, 
from 
like the 
for it all 
upon which 


Von the 


news these days 


reads good old days. Rea- 


sentimental 

are cur 
rently embarked, sparked by the 
success of Metro’s 45-minute dose 
of nostalgia. “Some of the Best,” 
with Jean Harlow. Marie Dressler, 
John Gilbert, Greta Garbo, Ramon 
Novarro, Joan Crawford, Clark 
Gable, John Barrymore, Wallace 
Beery, et al. 

Miss Bow is mapping her come- 
back via a strawhat stint at Santa 
Fe. N. M., this month in ‘Personal 
Appearance.” Von Stroheim and 
Miss Swanson, along with Gertrude 
Astor and a string of other old- 
fimers. are sharing co-star billing 
with youngsters Nancy Olsen and 
William Holden in the Charles 
Brackett-Billy Wilder paean to Hol- 
lywood’s diaper days, “Sunset 
Boulevard” at Paramount. 

Lioyd and Sennett are 
the comeback trail mostly via re- 
issues, although Lloyd is also in 
Howard Hughes’ backlog in “Mad 
Wednesday” on the RKO shelves. 
It’s figured the actor’s newly- 
dubbed “Movie Crazy,” first release 
by the Charles Casanave-Neil Ag- 
new Motion Picture Sales Corp. 
will pave the way for reception by 
the younger generation of film- 
goers of Lloyd in “Wednesday.” 

Mack Sennett 


Sennett’s contribution is a film 
made up of clips from some of his 
old comedies, which Eagle Lion 
will release. Sennett, a thesp him- 
self before he turned producer-di- 
rector, will appear in some new 
footage, and there’ll be glimpses of 
a toupee-less Bing Crosby, Donald 
Novis, Phyllis Haver, Marie Pre- 
vost, Mabel Normand, the Misses 
Dressler and Swanson, Louise Fa 
zenda, the Keystone Kops and 
other Sennett alumni. 

Keaton will be seen in 20th-Fox’s 
“You're My Everything,” a George 
Jessel original that reminisces 
fondly about the days of the silents. 
Big name star of yesteryear, Ruth 
Clifford, is also in this picture. 

Another big-budgeter about the 
days of 40-foot Rolls Royces, which 
haven't proved too popular a sub- 
ject for film-makers recently, is 
20th-Fox’s “Dancing in the Dark,” 
in which William Powell plays a 
broken-down silent star who makes 
somewhat of a comeback. Also in 
the film, which co-stars’ Betsy 
Drake and Mark Stevens with 
Powell, will be oldtimers Sid Grau- 
man, Adolphe Menjou and Jean 
Hersholt. 

Other vets who'll be seen in new 
ix are Polly Moran in Metro’s 
‘Adam's Rib,”’ Spencer Tracy-Kath- 
arine Hepburn starrer; Heine 
Conklin, Hank Mann and Betty 
Blythe, in Monogram’s “Jiggs and 
Maggie in Jackpot Jitters;” Lewis 
Stone, only actor under contract at 
Metro who has been there for the 
entire 25 years of the studio’s his- 
tory, in “Key to the City.” 

Also Leatrice Joy in Columbia's 
“Air Hostess;” Julia Faye in Para- 
mount’s “Red. Hot and Blue,” 
Betty Hutton-Victor Mature 
starrer; Mae Marsh in 20th-Fox’s 
“Front and Center,” football yarn 
co-starring Dan Dailey-Colleen 
Townsend, Corinne Calvet, William 
Demarest and Evelyn Varden; and 
William Bakewell, who'll play a 
featured role in Niven  Busch's 
“Daybreak,” for United Artists. 
Latter thereby will be reunited 
with Lew Ayres. with whom he first 
appeared in “All Quiet on the 
Western Front” back in 1929. 

And then there’s “The Life of 
Rudolph Valentino,” which Eddie 
Small swears up and down he'll put 
before the eameras sometime this 
year. Or next. 


is the 
studios 


£0n 
kick 


hitting 





Par’s Pro-Fabian Pitch 


Paramount is producing a special 
short in honor of the Fabian cir- 
cuit’s 35th anniversary. Par’s 
friendly overture is being made 
because the Fabian chain is label- 
led as the company’s first cus- 
tomer. Group of theatres signed 


the first contract for a Paramount 
pic, Aug. 8, 1914. 

Briefie is to be shown in every 
Fabian house during the month of 


August. 
fa 


euedttrei 


quarter, 
for 

June 
pany 's 
against $880.832 for the equivalent 
period 





Techni Profits Up 


Continuing of the first 
scored again 
period ended 
tinting com- 
hit $1,147,720 


its gain 
Technicolor 
six month 
when the 
net take 


the 
30 


of 1948. Second-quarter 
profits amounted to $483,970. 

Equivalent per-share earnings 
totalled $1.25 on outstanding com- 
mon against 96c in the previous 
year. 





Brit. Quota Slice 


Continued from page 7 





the com- 
is generally reckoned that 
an average British picture will take 
15% 


altered substantially. In 


bines it 


at least less at the boxoffice 


that an equivalent Hollywood pro- 


duction. Among the independents 


the difference is much greater and 
the figure is quoted at around 
3314%. 

Although J. Arthur Rank has 
maintained silence on the subject, 
prominent industry toppers believe 
that he now shares the general ex- 
hibiting view that the present 
quota is completely uneconomic 
and that in consequence he is pre- 
pared to support the forthcoming 
agitation. 

Sir Philip Warter, Associated 
British topper. recently hinted that 
his circuit was having quota dif- 
ficultvy in regard to the three-day 
situations. The ABC circuit has 
around 200 such theatres and at 
least 20° will be defaulting on 
their quota. They've maintained 
their quota, particularly for sup- 
porting programs, with a lot of re- 
issues. but the cost involved would 
certainly not justify following the 
same procedure next year. 














|. Small-Seaters 


‘ontinued from page 5 =! 





 cematentniialll 
others are urging the proposal be- 
cause they are currently suffering 
from acute shortage of product. 
These small-seaters, some of which 
were formerly newsreel houses, 
have been depending on a dwin- 
dling supply of British and foreign- 
language pix. Operated as first- 
runs, these flickeries are without 
the economic strength to bid for 
new Hollywood-made pix. Hence, 
their current dilemna. 


| As a result, pitch was made sev- 
eral 


weeks ago to several sales 
toppers. It is understood, the 
chains have been promised that 


consideration will be given to the 
plan which could spread to a num- 
ber of situations throughout the 
country. 

In some instances, it is said. 
the features could be pulled from 
the library without the need of 
making new prints. Art houses, 
in turn, would guarantee first-run 
bookings. If any of the pix caught 
on big, majors would be able ta 
rush out a larger number of prints 
to take advantage of the boom. 











‘Cycles’ Wave 


num ontinved from paze 3 
Fox): “Yes Sir, That's My Baby” 
(Universal); “In the Good Old Sum- 
mertime” (Metro); and “Top o’ the 
Morning” ‘Paramount), 

Big beef is that spacing of these 
musicals is complicated by the in- 
sistance of distribs that their films 
be played as soon after availability 
as possible. Pressure by the dis- 
tribs is currently heightened be- 
ceuse of drives to liquidate play- 
dates at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. Several large circuits have 
recently feuded with the majors on 
this score. 

Circuit ops claim they have just 
emerged from a prior cycle and 
are now being hit by the avalanche 


of musicals. Last cycle was that 
of westerns. Theatres. it is said. 
had to digest in a short period 


of time “Whispering Smith,” “Yel- 
low Sky.” “Streets of Laredo,” 
“Canadian Pacific.” ‘El Paso,” 
“Colorado Territorv.” “The Youne- 
Brothers.” “Red Canyon.” 
“Tulsa” and “South of St. Louis.” 


er 











B.0. Champs 


Continued from page 5 =——ml 
pears to be one that will be heard 
from additionally in coming weeks. 

“Any Number Can Play” (M-G) 
was seventh mainly through the 
appeal’ of Clark Gable. “Stratton 
Story” (M-G), boxoffice champ in 
June, wound up in eighth place. 
“Girl from Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Africa Screams’ (UA) rounded 
out the Big 10. 

Other big dates and outstanding 
money were widely split up among 
five pictures. These were topped 














by “Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) 
and followed by “Red Menace” 
(Rep), “Happens Every Spring” 


(20th). “‘Home of Brave” (UA) and 


“Edward, My Son” (M-G). 
Besides “Silver Lining,” which 
got into the Big 10 during July 


brightest newcomers appear to be 
“In Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
and “You're My Everything” (20th). 
Also showing possibilities, on the 
basis of its initial date at the N. Y. 


Paramount, is “Great Gatsby” 
(Par). To a lesser degree. “Lost 
Boundaries” (FC) and “Dan Patch” 
(UA) hint future potentialities. 
“Great Sinner’ (M-G) on its first 
playdate at N. Y. State did not 
show great strength but appears 


to have been badly spotted in this 
house, with the real test yet to 
come. 

“Sand” (20th), 
several bookings 
hardly measured up to expecta- 
tions, with too many lukewarm 
weeks to get it far in the running. 

The month saw a surge towards 
comedy vehicles and lighter fare. 
The former yen carried 
Screams” up to fourth place na- 
tion-wide for one week. The urge 
for lighter fare also was a big help 
to “Jones Beach.” 

“Not Wanted” (FC) 
some nice grosses at 
the month without creating too 
much excitement. Lack of box- 
office names, despite it being a sex 
picture, probably hurt. 

“Red Shoes” (EL) continued its 
extended-runs in many keys, hold- 
ing up remarkably well. despite 
the hot weather at the N. Y. Bijou, 
where it now is in its 41st week. 

“Joe Young,” which captured 
fifth position one week, looks like 
the exploitation picture of the 
month, doing sensational business 
in the few scattered spots where 
|opened. Big trade is credited with 
‘coming from the extensive circus- 
ing of the production. “Home of 
Brave” (UA) and “Champion” 
(UA) both continued very well. 

The way in which reissues regis- 
tered nice coin caused plenty of 
trade comment. Possibly the best 
showings were made by the RKO 


obtained 
in July, 


which 
early 


brought in 
the end of 


packages of “Gunga _ Din’-“Lost 
| Patrol” and ‘“Dumbo’’-“Saludos 
/Amigos” as well as by Metro's 


\“Wizard of Oz.” “Lonesome Pine” 
(Par) and “Geronimo” (Par). 

| “Pulsa” (EL) and “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par) both chalked up 


healthy grosses. 














Quota No Help 


Continued from page 7 











which starts next June 14. Amer- 
icans were hoping that the British 
situation in general would have 
improved sufficiently by the time 
the contract was reopened to up 


the take which the government 
permits. 
The negotiations now appear 


likely to be nothing more than go- 
ing through motions. The Amer- 
icans will fight for the best possible 
deal—including a reduction in or 
elimination of the quota—but the 
most important thing—remittances 
—seem unlikely to show improve- 
ment. There is objection to the 
quota as a matter of principle and 


bitterness because the British 
raised it after making the $17.- 
000.000 agreement. Americans 


maintain that since the English al- 
ready limited remittances, thev 
were putting the double whammy 
on by also instituting a high quota. 
That's all the more reason for re- 
strained glee that the quota has 
failed to prove effective. 

Final straw in forcing Wilson to 


seek a lower quota from Parlia- 
ment is formal = representations 
made by the Associated British 


Circuit—one of the three major 
chains-—pointing out that it will 
not be able to meet the figure. 
Strong possibility is seen that the 
two Rank circuits—Qdeon and 
Gaumont-British—may be faced 
with the same problem. 

Only 69 British features were 
registered for the year ending last 
March 31 and many of those were 
of doubtful quality. 


“Africa | 


‘Jessel’s Chi Time-Table 
Ballyhoo Sked; Giving 
His All for ‘Everything’ 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Pointing up the heavy exploita- 
tion campaigns show biz now uses 
to hypo the b.o. is the ‘‘you-can't- 
waste-a-minute” timetable worked 
out for Georgie Jessel for the three 
days prior to his opening at the 
Oriental here Thursday (4). 

Arriving in Chi Monday 
ing, Jessel appeared with Leo 
Durocher and Frankie Frisch on 
the baseball telecast over WBKB 
Following that was a quick trip to 
the racetrack to present a cup to 
the winner of the handicap, then 
a press conference at 5:30 p.m 
plus a dinner tendered by Ernie 
Byfield, of the Sherman and Am- 
bassador hotels. 

Today (‘(Tues.) the comic. ap- 
peared on ABC's “Breakfast Club,” 
attending the Railroad Fair which 
staged a Jessel Day, and was feted 
at a press cocktail party with Anne 
Baxter, star of 20th-Fox’s ‘You're 
My Everything,” at the Sherman. 
Tomorrow (Wed.) he goes on ABC’s 
“Welcome Traveler” and then plays 
three shows at Milwaukee's Palace. 
Thursday ayem will start with a 
parade sponsored bv the Windy 
City. And then he'll start five-a- 
iday at the Oriental, he says, “if 
I’m still living.” 


morn- 


DIVESTITURE DISMISSAL 
DENIED TO WB IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

An order denying Warner Bros. 
plea to dismiss a divestiture motion 
of William Goldman Theatres. Inc 
was issued Saturday (30) by Judge 
William H. Kirkpatrick in U. S. 
district court here. 

The Goldman motion, filed Feb. 
25, asked the court to compel War- 
ners to dispose of its first-run 
houses here or be prohibited from 
exhibiting films of other defend- 
ants. The motion claimed the plain- 
tiff had no equal opportunity to 
negotiate for all films so long as 
Warners controls its own theatres 
to show new films. 

The New York expediting court 
recently ordered divesture in the 
Government suit against the same 
defendants. 














Overseas Prod. 


Continued from page 5 


20th-Fox’s “Night and the City,” 
in London. 

‘ Others set to go within next five 
weeks are ‘21 Bow St.,”” which Sam 
Engel will put before cameras in 
London for 20th-Fox: Hal Wallis’ 
“September,” in Italy; Metro’s “The 
Miniver Story,” in London; Boris 
Morros’ “Tale of Five Cities,” in 
London, for Federal Films. 

Also being activated are pair of 
Roy Rogers’ starrers, which Re- 
public will make in early fall in 
Britain; Metro’s “King Solomon's 
Mines,” to go in Kenya Colony and 
Belgian Congo, in mid-October; 
two untitled Allied Artists films, 
to roll in England, and very likely 
several Charlie Chans which Mono- 
gram is planning for English pro- 
duction. Universal - International 
expects to launch a couple at least 
in England during next few 
months. 


Walter Wanger is another indie 
producer with foreign plans. He 
will do “The Duchess of Langeais”’ 
and “The Ballad and the Source” 
in either France or Italy, with 
plans calling for former's start in 
September. 








Far Away Places 


On other side of the world. Metro 
will do “Tahiti” on that island, and 


Mikel Conrad will do an untitled 
adventure film on same _ island. 
Both will be made with frozen 
francs. 


Still another overseas Metro un- 
dertaking will be “An American in 
Paris,’ produced in Paris. Casey 
Robinson recently compfeted ex- 
teriors for “The Big Fall” in Paris 
for 20th-Fox. Edgar Ulmer di- 
rected “Pirates of Capri” in Italy. 
winding up several months ago. 

Additional American films shot 
and completed abroad are Warners’ 
“The Hasty Heart.” made ia 
Britain; 20th-Fox’s “I Was a Male 
War Bride.” shot in France, Ger- 
many and England. Lewis Allen 
and Franchot Tone co-produced 
“The Man on the Eiffel Tower,” in 
Paris, with RKO slated to release. 
John Auer made “The Avengers” 
in Argentina. 





—— 








Better Pix | 
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pensive properties during the 

economy era that began a couple 
of years ago. 

Par is 


understood to have de. 
bated the expenditure, and like- 
wise that for rights to film the 
Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 


circus, for some time. It was then 
decided that the outlays should be 
made in the interest of having the 


best possible product during the 

early stages of divorcement 
Expenditure for “Detective 

Story” was $280,000 plus 17156, 


of the gross after 1.9 of the nega- 
tive cost has been recouped 
cus rights cost $150,000 
percentage. In both cases. the 
high cost of story rights means 
big, expensive budgets and _pic- 
tures that will have to be heavy 
grossers to get the company off 
the nut. 
Par Desires ‘Street Car’ 

In addition to these two expen- 
sive properties already acquired, 
Par is known to be much inter- 
ested in “A Street Car Named De- 


Cire 
plus a 


sire.” Tennessee Williams’ long- 
running Broadway legit hit. Fail- 
ure to interest any studio in the 
propertv at the approximately 


half-million dollar price originally 
asked for it has served to reduce 
the price tag.somewhat, but it will 
still be an expensive purchase 

Par now has the “Street Car” 
buy under consideration. It will 
depend considerably on the sched- 
ule of director William Wyler, who 
wants to make it, whether Par will 
go into further negotiations with 
Williams’ agent on price. 

Giving further indication of 
Par’s intention of making biggies 
at anv cost are reported negotia- 
tions by the company to get Spen- 
cer Tracy for the lead in “Detec- 
tive Story.” It was originally pur- 
chased for Alan Ledd or Ray Mil- 
land, but studio heads are now 
said to be attempting to make a 
deal for the Metro star. 

RKO’'s policy on picture budgets 
following divorcement has _ not 
been clarified. However, a pattern 
may take shape now that Howard 
Hughes has officially taken over 
as production chief. 20th-Fox may 
certainly be expected to emulate 
Paramount in going in for heavy- 
budgeters to meet the competition 
when its big National Theatres 
chain is sevarated from it. Veepee 
Al Lichtman made that clear only 
last week in a talk to visiting cir- 
cuit: pub-ad chiefs when he told 


them ‘divorcement may be a 
blessing in disguise.” 
Agnew’s Pix | 
Continued from page? aaa 
in English, while the others will 
be done with French casts with 
English dubbing. MPSC has also 


acquired distrib rights to all of 
Pagnol’s old films for a three-year 

















period, following expiration of 
contracts with Siritzky Interna- 
tional. 
Agnew stated that American 
production abroad has had to buck 
some difficulties but Hollywood 
methods are gradually making 


their impact in European produc- 
tion circles. Studio facilities and 
technical personnel on the Con- 
tinent are firstrate, especially i 
Rome, and the influx of American 
producers, directors and stars In 
Europe today promises to result in 
a brand of realistic, yet entertalm 
ing films wanted by U. S. film- 
goers, Agnew asserted. } 
Other pix which MPSC will Te 
lease include a Technicolor ver 
sion of “Carmen,” to be producg 
in Rome’s Scalera studios by Bara 
tello, who did the early version ° 
“Ben Hur.” Another operatic ple 
will be “Pagliacci,” directed by 
Mario Costa and starring top Ital 
ian opera singers. 
Series of pix to be al 
in English will include a Willi 
Dieterle production now shooting 
in Italy with Miss Magnani, Get 
aldine Brooks and Rossano —s 
Already completed, Agnew statec: 
is “The Street of Fallen Angels 
with Maria Montez, Jean-Pierre 
Aumont and Lilli Palmer. al 
George Raft starrer, “Cairo.” ! 
also be made for MPSC_releast 
together with the “The rhief 2 
Venice,” “Paradise” and “Quee 
of Sheba.” latter starring Maré 
Montez with shooting to roll ~ 
November. Another French fo 
“Chartreuse de Parme,” oo 
Michele Morgan and Gererd aah 
lippe. will be dubbed in Eng 
for U. S. release. 
+ *@ 
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The most powerful screen 
excitement of the year ! 


A story of bold men... 


fiery women...played 





‘against a background — 
of adventure...infrigue 


...drama...in the World’s 


hottest danger zone! 





with JEFF CHANDLER « PHILIP FRIEND > HUGH FRENCH + LIAM REDMOND 


Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN + Written and Produced by ROBERT BUCKNER Y = e 
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NEW YORK 


R. N. Wilkinson upped to Uni- 
versal branch manager in Memphis, 
replacing R. P. Dawson, who has 
gone into business on his own Wil- 
kinson has been with U since 1941. 


BUFFALO 
Mason, former 
Great Lake 
house 


man- 
for 
man- 


George A 
ager of Shea's 
15 years, becomes 
ager of Twentieth Century this 
week. succeeding Jerry Cava- 
naugh. Mason began in show busi- 
ness with the Shea organization In 
1920. having been manager of the 
Hipp, North Park and Kenmore. 
He also managed the Century 
when Shea operated house. 


CHICAGO 


Prez Steve Broidy heads a con- 
tingent of Monogram and Allied 
Artists execs due here for national 
meeting of franchise holders and 
branch manager at the Drake 
hotel Aug. 5-7. Others en route 
to the session are Harold Mirisch, 
veepee; Harold Wirthwein, western 
sales manager; Howard Stubbins, 
Coast franchise holder; M. J. E. 
McCarthy, Los Angeles exchange 
manager, and L. E. Goldhammer, 
eastern sales manager. Latter held 
pre-conclave confabs with Broidy 
here. Three-day meet will be 
highlighted by an announcement | 
of the companies’ 1949-50 produc- 
tion slate. Sales policies will also 
be worked out. Those attending 
from the New York homeoffice will 
be Edward Morey, veepee; Morey 
Goldstein, general sales manager 
and Lloyd Lind, supervisor of ex- 
changes. Aside from numerous 
franchise holders, managers of 
Monogram’s 31 exchanges will also 
be on hand. 

National Assn. of Visual Educa- 
tional Dealers annual convention 
opened here with 2,000 registered, 
increase of 25% over last year. 

Allied theatres operating 98 the- 
atres in over 5G towns is spending 
$25,000 in public relations cam- 
paign to encourage attendance. 

Milford theatre, northside nabe, 
reopened July 30 after extensive 
remodeling. 

Cecil B. De Mille and Ben Hecht 
fn town with Ringling Bros. cireus, 
getting background material for 
film. 

Woods, Essaness house, grabbed 
off “Jolson Sings Again” for mid- 
west preem Aug. 19. Picture will 
have $1.25 top nights, first advance 
admission film here since ‘Joan 
of Arc.” Preem will be preceded 
by $10 ticket benefit for Cancer 


Fund with Jolson flying in for the | 


occasion. George Jessel, who will 


be headlining at Oriental, nearby | 


house, will m.c. 


Balaban & Katz officials gave a} 


Junecheon for Abe Platt, who takes 
over the duties of northside super- 
visor for chain. 


DALLAS 


formation of an “arty” 
Port Arthur, Tex., 
the operator of 
a local theatre to adopt a new 
policy of occasional bookings of 
foreign and documentary films, 
heretofore not available in this 
area. Move resulted from an agree- 


Recent 
film club in 
has prompted 


ment between the newly organized | 


Cinema Guild and Charles Brent, 
co-owner of the Village theatre, 
under which the Guild will guar- 
antee the house's profits when the 
“off-beat” pix are shown. 

Cinema Guild membership will 
attempt to sell these films to gen- 
eral filmgoers via its own publicity 
campaigns. Guild is a non-profit 
outfit which has taken its cue from 
several thousand other such art 
clubs existing in the U.S. Unusual 


feature of this club, however, is! for 


its tieup with the local commercial | 
exhibitor. 

Passing of the hat among Texas 
theatre patrons will be revived 
Aug. 11-17. It will be a relaxation | 
of the no collection rule for benefit | 
of Texas polio sufferers. 

Harry Cook, an usher at the 
Texas, San Antonio, suffered a 
broken leg when he fell 15 feet | 
from ba.cony. He was dusting the! 


balcony railing when he lost his 
balance. 
Paul Short. indie visiting here, 


arranged with Interstate Circuit | 
for a big world preem of his “Kid! 
From Texas.” It will have midnight | 
shows in 25 local downtown and | 
nabe houses Oct. 8. He will have | 
Audie Murphy. star of film; Gale | 
Storm, Albert Dekker and others 
here for opening. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Blue and Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Lower combined 
fo purchase the Ritz at Linden 
from Lanier Richey. 

J. H. Hotchkiss named manager 


ef the Palace at Silverton, replac- , 


(ing Mr. and Mrs. Billy Maves. who 


have moved to a similar 
Tulia, Tex. 

Jefferson Amus. Co.. shutttered 
the Liberty at Beaumont for re- 
decoration and remodeling. Project 
is expected to take three months. 


spot at 


R. E. Carney Theatres, headed 
by Rowe E. Carney, former Mayor 
of Rolla, Mo., lighted its new Rowe, 
600-seater in Rolla. 

Elbert Butler, Hillsboro, Iil., and 


his brother. Homer S. Butler. Jr.,: 
Centralia, Dll., who own picture 
theatres in Southern Illinois 
towns, signed lease on a 10-acre 
site near Centralia for 50Q-car 
drive-in. 

Construction of new  500-car 
drive-in near Carthage, Mo., is 


Brad- 
both of 


nearing completion. W. D 
field and V. F. Haremore, 
Carthage, are co-owners. 

Southern Enterprises, Inc., 
which has been operating the New 
Vernon, 551-seater, Mt. Vernon, IIl., 
for 17 years, purchased house from 
Lee L. Hurley, Evansville, Ind. 

Bloomer Amus. Co., which owns 
the Rex and Ritz, Belleville, Ii., 
opened its new 750-car drive-in 
south of town. 

Lack of cooling system shuttered 
the Rex, Freeburg, IJI., for the sum- 
mer. 

Second new drive-in theatre near 


Sikeston, Mo., lighted by a syndi- | 
cate headed by O. D. Clayton, M. | 


Ralph and S. Potashnick. 

Chains of theatres 
Rowe E. Carney, former mayor of 
Rolla, Mo., and Mildred Rauth 
| have been merged for booking and 
buying purposes, with Miss Rauth 
in charge of the new pact. Miss 
tRauth’s holdings include the 600- 
|} seat Ritz 
of others in southern and south- 
eastern Missouri. Carney, head of 
the R. E. Carney Theatres, Inc., 
owns two large houses in Rolla and 
others in St. James and Cuba, Mo. 
Miss Rauth succeeds “Buck” Lewis, 
general manager for the Carney 
organization, who has been side- 
lined by illness. 


| DETROIT 





week. 

Dave Idzal, manager of Detroit's 
| Fox, ill for week with kidney in- 
| fection. 

William Graham, former man- 
ager of Affiliated Theatres’ Presi- 
dent, jdbined Midwest Circuit as re- 
lief manager. 

Alex Schreiber, owner of Grand 
River and Gratiot drive-ins, re- 
| tained Attorney Seymour Simon to 
obtain improved clearances for his 


| theatres 
third-run. Paramount, Loews and 
Universal already granted Schrei- 
ber second-run. 

Thanks to Arnold London, David 
T. Roberts, manager of London’s 
Plaza Theatre, was on _ probation 
for six months after he admittedly 
stole $113 from house safe. Because 
only 22, London, who owns the 
theatre, would not prosecute Rob- 
erts for the theft. He also stays 
'aS Manager and promises to repay 
the money. 


CALGARY 


Dawson Creek Theatres, Ltd., 


| started work on a new theatre here 
ito be ready 


in September. Will 
seat 600. 

Planning commission here reject- 
ed a request by J. R. Diamond, 
manager of Sunset Drive-In Thea- 
tres, Ltd., for permission to estab- 
lish a $50,000 drive-in theatre and 
cabaret. Felt site should be kept 
residential purposes. 

For better setting-up of new 
Saskatchewan drive-ins, directors 


of Saskatchewan Moving Picture 
Exhibitors, meeting in Regina, 


formed a committee to help the 
provincial government draw up 
regulations to govern them. 

H. B. Narfason building new 
theatre at Foam Lake, Sask. 

Grand theatre, Regina, is hav- 
ing its interior facelifting, making 
it the third largest house there and 
room legit shows. 





KANSAS CITY 


Durwood circuit opened its first 
drive-in, The Skylark, in St. Joe 
July 25. It is one of three the 


'circuit is building, the others be- 
ing in Jefferson City, Mo., and 
Leavenworth, Kans. 


Commonwealth circuit moves J. 
D. King to Lawrence, Kans... to 
take over the city manager's job. 
Replaces Stanley Schwahn. who 
died recently. King moves up from 


number of questions. 


owned by! 


in Rolla and a number | 


Wisper and Wetsman circuit en- | 
tered drive-in field as construction | 
|of two ozoners got under way this | 


| gotiate 


which now are playing | 


Joplin, Mo., drive-in. Vern Peter- | 


son will take over 
he handles at Baxter Springs for 
Commonwealth. 

Commonwealth takes over man- 
agement of Oriole, Unionville, Mo. 


House is owned by G. W. Summers. | 


Circuit will shift Harold Mce- 
Cracken from Strand Creston, Ia.. 
to manage. 


ATLANTA 

Harvey Smith, partner and gen- 
eral manager of Tower here, joined 
SuperVend Corp. of Dallas as or- 
Zanization’s national theatre sales 
rep. He previously was with Geor- 
gia Theatre Co. and alse Wilby- 
Kincey chain. 

E. B. Price, salesman for War- 
ner’s branch here, named branch 
manager for company’s new Jack- 
sonville exchange center. 


BOSTON 


Ben Bebchick promoted to as- 
sistant to branch manager Benn 
Rosenwald at Metro. He was sales 
manager last year. 

While here on his way to New 
Hampshire to vacation, James C. 
Petrillo announced that a_ war 
against the 20% amusement tax is 
being waged by the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. He blamed 
the tax for slump in show biz. 


RKO Theatres 
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According 
to Odlum’s information on the pro- 
posal, the Mellon Bank of Pitts- 
burgh is loaning Meyer, et al., 
$4,000,000 of the $5,574,120 to help 
close the deal. Mellon bank is the 
same institution that Hughes used 
to bankroll his acquisition of RKO 
coi trol last year. 
$250,000 Commission? 

To add to that, Odlum was in- 
formed that Hughes has agreed to 
pay the Meyer associates a $250,000 
commission if their offer is met 
by Odlum or bettered by others. 
In form, the Odlum letter quizzed 
Hughes, “How come the Mellon 
bank which backed you is now 
backing Meyer?” Details on the 
commission, which the Atlas top- 
per contends is invalid against him, 
were also demanded. Odlum strong- 
ly indicated that he had no inten- 
tion of meeting the Meyer proffer 


but would go to the courts if it was | 


accepted. 
While Merrill, 


Fenner & Beane, Hughes’ financial | 


reps in New York, continued to ne- 
with other interested 
parties, the Meyer offer appeared 
to be a firm one. As a binder, 
Meyer, who is on the Coast, has 
posted $1,500,000 in escrow. Con- 
fusion, all the same, was apparent 
in N. Y. on whether the Coast ne- 
gotiations were only talk and not 
a firm proposal. 
Kingsberg Angle 

On the Meyer side, recrimina- 
tions appear to be directed mainly 
to Kingsberg, who has been allied 
with Odlum in previous dickering 
but is apparently operating sans 
Odlum with a syndicate at present. 
One of the big beefs is the claim 
that Kingsberg has been raising 
the necessary cash to bid for the 
circuit by seeking loans from ma- 
chine vendors, concessionaires and 
others. 

On this side of the argument. it 
is said that the RKO theatre chief 
has been dickering to exchange 
future franchises on soda_ pop, 
candy and popcorn business for 
present cash backing. Kingsberg, 
it is asserted, is also seeking back- 
ing from Eisner & Lubin, account- 
ants. While the beef is on, there 
is nothing in such actions which 
could be considered illegal. 

Allied with Kingsberg in the 
present manouvers are a number of 
outside parties. Julius Joelson, 
head of the Joelson circuit in N. Y., 
is a pafticipant as well as Albert 
M. Greenfield, big Philadelphia 
realtor. 

Meyer reps, for their part, claim 
that their cash is derived com- 
pletely from private sources. If 
so, the Odlum squawk would not 
be valid. Odlum is said to be 
aroused by size of the Mellon loan 
which he contends a bank ordi- 
narily would not advance on such 
a deal as the RKO circuit purchase. 

Under the terms of the Odlum 
option, Hughes agreed to give the 
Atlas official eight days notice of 
outside offer “by disclosing tenta- 
tively its terms so that vou may 
have opportunity to give adequate 
attention to such offer.” Odlum 
then has another two days to meet 
the offer when its full details were 
disclosed and a firm’ proposition 
made. If met, Odlum has 10 days 
to close the deal. 


: this Tri-State | 
drive-in, including it with theatres | 


Lynch, Pearce, | 

















ing to make demands for prompter 


availabilitv. Berger still feels that 
clearance isn't a problem as far as 
drive-ins are concerned. 

As far as drive-in film rentals 
are concerned, Berger says, it’s a 
case of “getting all that the traffic 
will bear, the same as with conven- 
tional theatres.” Because’ there 
has been so little to go by, however, 
exchange managers say the rentals 
have been “too low,”’ based not on 
the pictures’ drawing power in the 
particular situation, but on the run 
which is the last. There’s now a 
tendency to boost rentals with the 
drive-in operators, however, resist- 
ing the boosts. 

No New Theatre Building 

4. Aside from the drive-ins, the- 
aire construction in the territory 
has been slow since the war's end 
and only a small amount of it is 
currently in prospect. The consent 
decree has held back the Para- 
mount circuit and high building 
costs have been a deterrent for in- 
dependents. In some building lines 
these costs are hitting new highs. 
The Minneapolis city council is on 
record to refuse to issue licenses 
for new theatres because, accord- 
ing to North Central Allied conten- 
tion, the city already is overseated. 
However, it let down the bars in 
two instances the past several 
years. One of the two new the- 
atres allowed was to replace a 
shuttered house. In Twin City 
suburbs there have been three new 
theatres built since the war and 
several more are being readied for 
construction. Throughout the ter- 
ritory about 25 new, small theatres 
have been built. Minnesota Amuse- 
ment Co. has rebuilt several the- 
atres and spent a considerable sum 
on modernizations and improve- 
ments. The same goes for inde- 
pendents. 

5. Both French and Berger agree 
that the candy concession business 
rises and falls with theatre attend- 
ance and the slump in patronage 
is correspondingly reflected in 
edible sales. 

6. French and Berger 


feel that 


product has lagged behind that of 
a year ago in quality on the 
average. In French’s_ opinion, 


however, the product coming up is 
strong and will boost the boxoffice. 


|He’s optimistic on the score of 
product. 
Status Quo on Prices 
7. In this territory there’s no 


move afoot to revise admission 
scales up or down. With business 
holding up comparatively well, no- 
body is talking reductions, 
although North Central Allied is 
taking an active part in the fight 
for elimination of the wartime ex- 
cise admission tax. 
likely is to prevail for some time 
here. Agriculture, on which the 
territory's welfare is mainly based, 
continues comparatively  prosper- 
ous. Asa result, ihe industry’s ex- 
hibiting end probably is better off 
hereabouts than in many other sec- 
tions. A good crop outlook also 
buoys optimism. 

8. There has been no shuttering 
of theatres this summer except in 
a very few isolated instances. Prac- 


tically all the conventional theatres | 


along with numerous new drive-ins 
are running full blast. 

9. Exploitation and advertising 
are on a continuously increasing 
scale and showmanship is the most 
in evidence of any time since be- 
fore the war. French is a firm be- 
liever in salesmanship as a means 
of increasing grosses and he has 
the Minnesota Amusement Co. ad- 
vertising and exploitation budgets 
at their highest level in recent 
years to combat the. lowering box- 
office trend. 

10. French says the toll taken by 
outdoor sports and other compet- 
ing attractions is about the same as 
in other vears. These competing 
attractions vie with films for 
tronage and, of course, wean away 
a certain number of potential the- 
atre customers, he points out. Ber- 
ger declares the toll is greater than 
ever because throughout the ter- 
ritory more small towns have had 
baseball park lighting plants  in- 
stalled and there is more night 
baseball than ever before. 


General Trend Has Been 
To Cut Film Clearances 
Al this time it appears that the 
most important industry develop- 
ments hereabouts are the agitation 
by neighborhood, suburban ° and 
other exhibitors for earlier avail- 
ability and the fight to obtain fil 
rental reductions—a fight that's a! 
ways being waged. but that’s now 





Keys Disagree on B.0. 
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The status quo | 


pa- | 











taking on even larger proportions 

In Minneapolis, in particular. 
earlier availability has been grant. 
ed to many independent as wel] as 
affiliated circuit neighborhood and 
suburban houses since the consent 


decree decision, but more de. 
mands for it and for still greater 
concessions along this line con- 


tinue to pour in on distributors 
Before the consent decree decision 


there was only one 28-day avyail- 
ability house, the Minnesota 
Amusement Co.'s local Uptown 


Now a half-dozen independents and 
another affiliated circuit house has 
that early clearance. 

The earlier runs are costiny the 
independent and suburban houses 
substantially higher rentals than 
they paid for, but that doesn't seem 
to faze the affected exhibitors 
Some of them, bidding competitive- 
ly against each other, have boosted 
their film costs 200 to 300% 
higher, but they're going right on 
doing it. Efforts of North Centra] 
Allied to get the exhibitors to 
agree on some plan of Staggering 
runs so as to eliminate competi- 
tive bidding have been unavailing, 
The reason for this, according to 
Berger, is that the exhibitor sel- 
fishly or competitively, wants te 
have an advantage over his fellow- 
eae and is unwilling to forego 
it. 

The present fight for lower film 
rentals is based on the argument 
that grosses are in a permanent 
downward trend and are off from 
their peak and that Hollywood pro- 
duction costs have been cut. so that 
exhibitors are entitled to a redue- 
tion. Instead, Berger asserts. the 
distributors are demanding higher 
prices for their product. As a re- 
sult, exhibitors in the territory 
“are up in arms” and squawks are 
pouring into the organization's 
headquarters here. A board of di- 
rectors meeting has ‘been called 
to decide on a course of action. 











‘Expendable’ Suit | 
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trial, Judge Moore said that the 
verdict, $65,000 actual damages 
and $225,000 punitive, was largest 
|} amount ever given in a Missouri 
court involving personal injuries, 
mvasion of privacy, libel or 
Slander. The court also said. “the 
actual and punitive damage awards 
in an action of this sort are so 
excessive as to be necessarily the 
result of passion, prejudice and 
Sympathy,” all of which moved 
‘him to grant the motion. 

The picture, testimony devel- 
oped, showed Mrs. Walcher having 
a romance with Navy Lt. Robert 
B. Kelly during the last days before 
the fall of Bataan. She said this 
was untrue. Her husband, Mrs. 
Walcher testified, was on Bataan 
at the same time, and although 
both were imprisoned by the Ja- 
panese, they did not meet until 
both were released and transferred 
to an Army hospital in Denver. 

Another charge made in the suit 
was Mrs. Walcher’s “friendship” 
with Kelly pictured in adver- 
tisements as “flaming romance 
as real and tender as flesh and 
blood can make it.” In addition to 
charging that her privacy had 
been invaded, Mrs. Walcher testi- 
fied that such notoriety made her 
suffer intensely. 














‘Brave’ in D.c \ ; 





Continued from page (a 


have been no disorders of any 
type. 
A Miracle, Brother! 
~“ Memphis, Aug. 2 
Lloyd Binford, Memphis censet, 
has okayed “Home of the Brave 
for showing here. It opens at the 


; Malco theatre later this month 


Binford’s action came as a sur 
prise in this very-much Jim Crew 


territory. Nixed in the past have 
been even “Our Gang” comedies 
‘which showed Negro and white 
kids playing together 

| Nixed in South Africa 
Capetown, Aug. 2 

| “Home of the Brave” has reve 


given the red light by South 
'can censors. Highly touchy on f® 
‘cial questions, the government has 
| refused to allow the anti Negro 
|discrimination pic to play in WI 


country. 
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Decree Means Upped Rentals 
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America, whose report this week 
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beneficiary of this case was to be 


to TOA members bring — a Ae the independent exhibitor. That 
ahead for the indies “ 4 ©" was the motivating force behind 
ision, Levy says, “opens the door ee 

cls the action. Now that this ‘indus- 


to competition and, theoretically, 
is a wonderful thing. It puts the 
film business on the same basis as 
all other industries.’ 
inserts the big “but.”’ 
exhibitor’s 
matte! 
Whether 
live under 
interest- 


Lev) 
independent 
view, and as a practical 
this is a tough deal 
theatres will be able to 
this competition will be 
ing to watch I don’t know whethet 
they can stand the gaff from a rise 
competilive 


Then 
“From an 


of rentals caused by 
pidding.”’ 
While the court declared that 


theatre-by-theatre selling does not 


require competitive selling, Levy 
is convinced that the majors can 
only use that method as a safety 


against discrimination 
charges TOA expects to tinter- 
yene on decree hearings tn an 
attempt to limit that form of prod- 
uct selling to situations where ex 
hibs specifically ask for Itt. 

are claiming that the 
entry of new coin into exhibition 
is already driving up the rentals 
past the profit point Several ex- 
amples are cited in which new 
theatre ops have boosted the price 
of film anywhere from 100°0-300°% 
in a drive to grab choice pix and 
drive their competitors out of 
business 


measure 


Exhibs 


Distrib Tries to Protect 
In the face of claims that 
petitive selling is threatening ex- 
hibition, distribs are maintaining 
that they are resisting any such 
development. One sales topper 
told Variety this week that “when 
we see two competitors murdering 
each other, we stop selling com- 
petitively and split our product.” 
“When a circuit fights an indie for 
product, we know the _ possibili- 
ties,’ this sales exec continued 
“The big chain wants to force the 
indie out of business—and then. 
where are we?” 


com- 


Regardless of this sane approach, 
indie exhibs declare that the gen- 


eral level of rentals is climbing 
steadily. The decree, they are con- 
vinced, can only speed that de- 


velopment to a disastrous point. 
Entire situation is summed by 

Levy in his conclusion to the TOA 

bulletin: He says: “The major 






















7 


NOW SPECIALIZING 
IN REFRESHMENT 
SERVICE FOR 


OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 
FROM COAST 
OVER 


TO COAST 
, CENTURY 





| 
j 
| 


PORT CE Corp. jacoss 8205. | 
203 MAIN ST. * BUFFALO, N.Y. * WA. 2506! 











ee 


PAT DONAHUE 


‘Hollywood Script Girb 
Please Call 


LAUREL FILMS, INC. 


If in New York Phone 
JUDSON 6-0126 














try case’ is reaching out to the end 


of its long road, it is fitting to take 


inventory to determine how and 


whether the independent exhibito: 


has been benefited 


bidding: if the 


Lic ensing 


If competitive 


elimination of an entire 


seasons product at one time; lf the 
licensing Of pictures one at a time 
if the loss of treasured runs and 


loss of status as 
if the taking 
from distributors 
in the hands of 
market to pro- 


the 


an old good customer 


clearances: if 
away of theatres 
and placing them 
others who have no 


tect; 1f the opening of the door for 
producers and_ distributors, di- 
vorced from exhibition, to produce 
and to distribute directly for tele- 
vision, since again, theyv will have 
no theatres of their own to pro 
tect: if the constant threat of cut- 
throat competition and the result 
ing fantastic increases in film 
rentals: if all of these things, and 
many others. are good. then the in 


dependent exhibitor has been bene- 
fited hese are the facts stripped 
and illusory generali- 


of all hollow 


ties 9 





Lichtman 


~ Continued from page § = 


tures being produced today are as 
they were in any given 
period. But the preponderance of 
cheap pictures’ that are thrown on 
the market by the hundreds to sup- 
ply the double bill houses far out- 
number the A pictures and are 
dragging our business down and is 
the main cause of the hue and cry 
of bad pictures. We in the produc- 
and distribution field have no 
means of stopping this. This con- 
dition can only be corrected by the 
discontinuing the 
features.” 


good as 


tion 


exhibitors bv 
showing of double 
rentals, 
statistics 


pitch for higher 
repeated his 
showing the Big 5 actually lost 
more than $16.000.000 in produc- 
tion and distribution in 1948, mak- 
ing their profits from their thea- 
tres. He pointed out shorts pro- 
ducers are now operating at a loss 
and most indie producers have dis- 
appeared from the scene. Thus, 
Lichtman said. producers actually 
are “the world’s biggest gamblers.” 
He conceded extravangances in 
production, but said “If do not know 
how to correct them.” At present, 
he noted, there are 51 unions in the 
studios and. while star salaries are 
enormous. they cannot be reduced 
because of supply and demand. 


Thus. Lichtman said, “all of this 
summed up means two things. One, 
rewards in this industry should be 
divided equitably Next. all of 
us in production, distribution and 
exhibitionmust work harder than 
ever before, and must work in full 
cooperation and sympathy to one 
another's problems in order to at- 
tain maximum results with every 
worthwhile picture.” 


In his 
Lichtman 
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Exhibs Alone Can 


Influence Better 


Pix Flow: Gamble 


Owners of America 
Ted Gamble, de 
“divorcement is 
believes exhibitors 
responsible now for insur 
ing a flow of quality product.: Since 
the major studios will no longer be 
mncerned with 


Theatre 
Doard chairman 
Claring that 


certainty 


now a 
are 
mainty 


feeding films to 


tne Own theatres, he averred,. ex 


Nios must promote that 
the 
h film 
the problems that will 
in the wake of divorcement 
Gamble predicted a good 
the industry in a talk at 
20th-Fox homeoffice meet oft 
theatre ad-publicity chiefs, based 
belief that the nation’s 
economy is In a healthy condition 
While noting that 
caught up with demand in most in- 


product by 


getting maximum business out 


Ot eat 

Listing 
follow 
also 
future for 
the 


on his 


supply has 


dustries—which he said is not un 
usual—Gamble declared the film 
industry is unique in that supply 
has never caught up with demand 


We have never been able to meet 
more than 60° of public accept 
ance for our product, he said 
We have customers ready, willing 
and able to buy all the good pic 
tures our industry can produce.” 
Divorcement, he pointed out, will 
inaugurate competition among the 
itres throughout the country and 


he expressed the hope it would not 
be cut-throat competition. 
“that would be disastrous.” 
other problems resulting 
Gamble said 
in clearances will make 
a ‘complete re-evaluation of selling 
methods.” Many theatres which 
heretofore could depend on a pref- 


since 
Among 
from di- 
reduction 
necessary 


vorcement 


erential run for the majority of 
their business will now be forced 
to do a better selling job. These 


will no longer have 
advantage to 


exhibs, he said 
that psychological 
back them up 

Gamble paid particular attention 
to industry public relations, declar- 
ing it is based on Hollywood con- 
duct, picture content, exhibitor-dis- 
tributor relations and Government 
relations. That projected all-indus- 
try campaign, he said, can be “an 
important milestone” but the final 
solution to the problem still lies at 
the exhib’s door, at the community 
level. 
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| 
_—— 
which is a major investor in Pathe 
and thus was active in the nego- 
tiations, is in Europe until Sept. 7. 
200G in Valentino 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Edward Small arrives here from 


Small's 


N. Y. Friday (5) to put “Life of 
Rudolph Valentino” in work Aug 
15 He has completed — script 
Walter Craig, a newcomer, will 
play the role. Small has over 
$200,000 invested in the produc- 
tion, including a tremendous 
amount for work on screenplay, 
research, tests. 


No release for thé pic is set, 
but it is likely it will be Columbia, 
unless Small’s Eagle Lion deal 
jells Declaration, by 20th-Fox 
and by Jan Grippo. indie, that 
they consider Valentino material 
fair game and would produce pix 
about late star is believed, respon- 
sible for Small’s sudden speedup 
of production plans. 

















ee 
+ | . 
MPAA’s Pitch 
_____ (ontinued from page 4 
van. Theatre Owners of America 


prexy, of plans fora festival of big 
pix in October, the roster of titles 
ties in with that effort to promote 
biz. 20th-Fox showed evidence of 
a similar idea this week in issuing 
a lineup of fall and winter pix for 
the Roxy, its Broadway showcase. 
Roxy managing director A. J. Bala- 
ban. under whose name the list 
was issued, was quoted as calling 
it “the most impressive lineup of 
important 20th Century-Fox films 
to play the house.’ . 
Pix slated for the 20th flagship 
Hurricane,” “I 


include “Slattery’s 

Was a Male War Bride.” ‘Thieves’ 
Highway.” “Father Was a Full- 
back.” “Everybody Does it.” 


“Prince of Foxes,” and “Oh, You 


| Beautiful Doll.” 





























is felt, it 
the in- 
evitable and try to sell at the high- 


all prices. Therefore, it 


might be wisest to accept 


est figure—which means as soon 


as possible Balanced against this. 


of course, are the profits made 
from the theatres during the pe 
lod while the litigation continues 

\s for the television angle, it is 
feared that the producing com 
panies will not be given channels 
or other tacilities bv the Federal 
com inications Commission as 
ong is thev are involved in anti 

ist proceedings Feeling by 
some industrvites is that the three 

fendants would be better off 
ziving up on the theatre fight and 


’ 


urning as 


Video as a 


quickly as 


potential 


possible to 
source ot in 
come 

All of the thinking on both sides 


Is conditioned by the agreement 


that there is little chance of win 
ning a reversal by the l S. Su 
preme Court of the divorcement 


decision by the N. \ spec ial statu 


tory court All the attorneys agree 
that it is a simple matter to count 
noses on the high tribunal and 
knowing the complexion of each 


inan’'s thinking by his decisions in 
other cases, come up with the un 
deniable conclusion that the court 


will let the divorecement decision 


stand 


Court May Deny Appeal 


Washington, Aug. 2 
Belief in some indus «vy quarters 
that the anti-trust suit against 
Loew's, Warner Bros. and 20th 
fox may drag on another two or 


three years in appeals is not 
held in Washington 

ernment generally 
that the Supreme Court would 
probably not take the case again 
If the Supreme Court refused an- 


gven- 
Govy 


feel 


erally 


SOUTCES 


other appeal, then the ruling of 
the trial court would stand, and 
that would be the end of the mat- 
tel 


Recent ruling of the New York 
court was hailed by the Allied 
States Association as a_ personal 
victory A statement issued by 


Abram F board 


chairman, 


Myers, Allied 
declared in part 


Divorcement Appeal in Air | 


Continued from 





page 4 





“For Allied this is victory—total 


and complete 
ment 
of divorcement 
sanction Every 
lied claimed 
divorcement is in 
fillment 


It is a great loss 


Every 
Allied has advanced in 
now 
benefit 
would 


process olf 


legal 


has 
which 


result 


to the 


argu- 
favor 
judicial 
Al- 
from 


ful- 


govern- 


nent, to the independent exhibi- 


tors and to the publ 
L. Wright 


who 
enaciously, 


ise sO 


esigned before 1 


prose uted 


t was 


ic that 


should 
wound up 


Robert 
the 
have 


ro him should go the honor of 
presenting to the court the final 
decree of divorcement and divesti- 


ture It would be 
Wright could 
to the Department k 


clean up these odds 


reassuring if 


be induced to return 


yng enough to 
and ends.” 





Lab Un 





Continued 


Walsh s 
pledge 


prised by 


nis previous 


from 


move in 


. 
page 


view of 


to give sup- 


port to the union’s exec board “in 
inv move deemed necessary to ob- 
tain a settlement The union had 
already proceeded with the print- 
ing of picket signs, renting of 
strike headquarters in strategie 
areas and organization of mobile 


walkout Mailed 


squads to supervise and enforce the 


orders to all 


union members were already sent 
out belore the strike machinery 
was Stalled by the LATSE national 


leadership 


New negotiations 


are 


scheduled 


to reopen later this week with Fed- 


eral counciliator J. R 
Sitting in 
wage hike demands 
34-hour week, a 
severance pay 

mands, however 
industry 
in no position to “ine 


objections 


present 
tilating a 
the 


employer gt 
new pact 


welfare 
clauses 


local's committee 


Mandelbaum 


rhe union is bypassing 


in favor of a 
fund and 
These de- 


have been met by 


that they are 
‘rease costs at 


this time by even one-tenth of 1%.” 
Top company execs will replace the 


oup In nego- 


with Walsh and 


The agree- 


ment will be retroactive to June 19. 
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Price-Slashing Finds Open-Enders 
Being Peddled for as Low as $3 





Chicago, Aug. 2. 


Price-slashing in syndicated 
open-end transcriptions reached | 
new depths today with the an- 
nouncement by George Roesler, 


sales veepee of Hal Tate Produc- 
tions, of programs being sold for 
$3 each Most open-enders are 
priced with an eye to station's 
power, rate, and population served. 
Under Roesler’s scheme, platters 
are sold for a flat fee, regardless 


of whether station is a peanut 
whistle or a 50-kilowatter. 
Alexander McQueen’s “Nothing 


But the Truth” is being peddled at 
$3 for five-minute episodes, and 
$4.50 for quarter hours. Smiley 
Burnette quarter hour open-end- 
ers are tagged at $100 for 79 epi- 
sodes. Also under the Tate ban- 
mer are Frann Weigel’s ‘When 
Day Is Done,’ “Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ and “Yellow Kid Weil.” | 
Latter has Weil himself closing | 
dramatization with a= spiel on 
“crime didn’t pay.” 

Tate and Roesler feel that their 
new price policy will be a boon to 
stations whose local advertisers 
can’t afford the usual syndicated 
tap of $25 or $50 per program. 
Several outlets reportedly have ex- 
pressed the intention of absorbing 
the disk charge to steer announce- 
ment buyers into thinking in terms 
of programs. 


People’ Tues. Airer 
Gets Sat. Repeats 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

When “People Are Funny” 
comes back on NBC Sept. 20 for 
Raleigh cigarets, it will be bol- 
stered with a.m. repeat broadcasts 
over 17 eastern NBC outlets. The 
Art Linkletter show will air 
from its usual Tuesday 9:30 p.m. 
spot, and repeat transcribed the 
following Saturday in the 9:30 a.m. 





slot in an effort to catch an en- 
tirely new audience. 
Russel M. Seeds agency han- 


dling the deal has no intentions of 
staging the repeat shows on a na- 
tionwide basis, and has sold Brown 
& Williamson Tobacco on the idea 
of playing it cozy with the 40% 
population figures on the _ east 
coast. Renewal, effective for 52 
weeks, goes into effect Sept. 6. 

Seeds radio director Jack Simp- 
s0n said the Tuesday p.m. and 
Saturday a.m. periods would reach 
entirely different audiences, which 
would justify the additional ex- 
pense of the ditto airings. 


Week before “People” returns, 


“A Life in Your Hands” bows out 
as the Raleigh summer replace- 
ment. Mystery show folds Sept. 
13,, with no immediate prospects 
of finding another spot under the 
B&W banner. 


AUTRY MAY GET CBS TO 





SWITCH IN PHOENIX 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
CBS may have a new Phoenix af- 
filiate in January when the web's 
contract with KOY comes up for 
renewal. Cowboy star Gene Autry 
wants CBS affiliation for his 


KOOL. Plenty of pressure is be- | 


ing put on CBS from both sides. 
Autry reportedly has the active 
backing of two longtime friends 
and advisors—P. K. Wrigley, bank- 
roller of Autry’s Saturday romp on 
CBS, and H. Leslie Atlass, CBS 
Central Division veepee. 

KOY joined CBS in 1937. KOOL 
is presently a Mutual-Don Lee af- 
filiate. Both stations are 5,000 
watts. 


Wm. Shriver Gets Radio 
Post on Catholic Airers 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

National Council of Catholic 
Men, which produces three network 
religious programs, last week ap- 

ointed William H. Shriver. Jr., of 

altimore as radio directer. He 
succeeds William C. Smith, now 
managing editor of Benziger Bros., 
publishers, of New York. 

NCCM produces “The Catholic 
Hour” (NBC), “Hour of Faith” 
(ABC), and “Faith in Our Time” 
(Mutual). 





live | 





Murray Bolen to B&B 


Hollywood, Aug. 2.. | 

Murray Bolen joins Benton & 
Bowles here Aug. 15 to handle Pru- 
dential Family Hour of Stars on 
radio and “Armchair Detective” on 
video. 

He checks out of KTTV tele staff 
for job to which he was appointed 
by Walter Craig, who is here con- 
fabbing with Ted Steele and Al 
Kaye, local agency veepees. 


Up Chalmers To 
K & E Radio Boss 


William A. Chalmers, who for 
the past year and a half. has been 
Ford account exec for Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, has been elevated to the 
post of radio-TV director of the 
agency. 

Chalmers succeeds Leonard 
Erickson, who has resigned. Latter, 
formerly with BBD&O, joined K&E 
two years ago, when Bill Lewis re- 
linquished the post of radio-TV 
director to become supervisor of 
the Lincoln-Mercury account 
| Erickson says he’ll announce his 
new tieup in a few days. 

Chalmers joined the agency in 
1947, moving into the Ford account 
exec spot a year later. Ford radio 
plans, in the wake of its cancella- 
tion of the CBS hour dramatic 
stanza, are still indefinite, and 
thus far has only committed itself 
to the “Ford Television Theatre”’ 
program. Eugene Burr meanwhile 
has joined the agency as script edi- 
tor of “Ford TY Theatre.” 





Agency’s only coast-to-coast ra- 
dio airer is» Borden’s ‘County 
Fair.” 





lowa Network Refuses 


To Carry School Games 
| On Des Moines Fee Plan 


Des Moines, Aug. 2. 

Decision of the Des Moines 
school board to assess a fee for 
|rights to broadcast play-by-plays 
of high school football and basket- 
| balls games here, has been scored 
by the Iowa Tall Corn Network 
stations. The broadcasters, repre- 
‘senting 13 stations in the state, 
| declared that they would,not air 
any school sports events for which 
a fee is charged. 

A resolution unanimously 
adopted by the stations said that 
their carrying of school sports con- 
tests gives the schools valuable 
publicity which increases boxoffice 
figures. They added that potential 
advertisers could not pay fees in 
addition to costs of program time, 
telephone lines, personnel and 
other expenses. 

The regional web claimed that 
other high schools have provided 
broadcast facilities for use by local 
and out-of-town stations without 
fees of any kind. 





Transit Radio Pacts 


| 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 


Transit Radio has_ appointed 
Taylor-Borroff station reps to han- 
dle its business in the south and 
southwest out of the T-B offices in 
Atlanta and Dallas. Clyde Melville 
heads the Dallas branch, and Tony 
West tops the Atlanta office. 

Move follows TR’s decision to 
move its sales headquarters to New 
York Aug. 8. Sales veepee Frank 
Pellegrin will shift offices that 
date, leaving Carlin French here to 
head up western sales division. 





___ Kupcinet Gossiper 
Chicago, Aug. 2 
Columnist Irv Kupcinet of the 


Chi Sun-Times has been inked for 


a 15 minute weekly gossip show 
via WMAQ, starting Sept. 11 for 
Turner Bros. Clothing through the 
Lawrence ad agency. 

Kupcinet was signed on a 13- 
week basis, in the Sunday 10:30 
p.m. spot, and will feature guest 
celebs. Herb Lyons and Clay 
Bergman produce, 


Southwest Station Reps 





KLZ Announcer 


BOB DAVIS 


of KLZ’s 


topnotch announcing staff, has been 


Bob Davis, a member 


doing mike work for a dozen years 
unother example of the experi- 
enced “know-how” that stamps 


KLZ as “The West's First Station.” 


KLZ, Denver. 








94.27, of Homes 
In U.S. Listen 
To Radio Now 


A total of 39,281,230 families in 
the U. S.—or 94.2% of all homes— 
have at least one radio in working 

according to “Radio Fam- 
U.S.A., 1949” published by 


the Broadcast Measurement Bureau 
last week. The total is a hike of 
1,658,230 homes over the 1948 re- 
port. 

BMB’s new publication, priced 
at $5 but selling for $3.50 as an in- 
troductory offer, includes data on 
total families, percentage of fam- 
ilies with radios in working order 
and total radio 
counties and for almost 1,500 cities. 
Although it was originally planned 
to use BMB’s °48 report for Study 
No. 2, a new report was made to get 
greater accuracy and completeness. 
The °49 opus covers an additional 
65 cities whose populations have 
grown. All communities with sta- 
tions are reported and where there 
is no station, communities with 
more than 10,000 population are 
reported. 

Dr. Kenneth H. Baker, acting 
BMB prexy, announced that the 
bureau 
There were 700 subs for the pre- 
vious study, but that figure includ- 
ed FM stations operated by AM 
subscribers. Explaining BMB pol- 
icy on making available  infor- 
mation on non-subscribers, Baker 
said that members can get data on 
non-members if the latters’ signal 
shows a measurable audience in at 
least one county of formers’ area. 
Agencies and sponsors can get info 
on non-subscribers through sub- 
scribing stations. 


order, 
ilies— 





‘Amazing Improvement’ 


In BBC Programs Noted 


By Chi NBC Director 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
“An amazing improvement” in 
British Broadéasting Corp. pro- 
gramming was noted by NBC edu- 


has just returned from a UNESCO 
conference in Paris. Miss Waller 
had not observed BBC programs 
Since her last trip abroad in 1936, 
and was surprised by what she 
termed an upsurge in program in- 
terest and preparation. 

“Whereas BBC shows used to be 
pretty dull, and lacking in audience 
appeal, they are now extremely in- 
teresting and show a tremendous 
amount of thought and care that 
rivals our own American com- 
mercial shows,” Miss Waller said. 

During her visit to London, she 
noted the amazement expressed by 
British observers that U. S. com- 
mercial stations often beam shows 
at educational and cultural groups, 
such as public servicers stressing 
civics, social problems and projects, 
and straight news handling of spe- 
cial non-commercial events. 

Miss Waller on her visit to Radio- 
diffusion in Paris, observed that 
while the entertainment seemed to 
be of top flight character, the tech- 
nical reception nowhere near 
matched that offered by U. S. 
, methods. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY .. « 

Eddie Albert signed by NBC for cross-the-board audience parlicipae 
Will likely go TV, tox 
WOR announcer Carlton Warren will spend his two-week vacation on 


tion morning show, starting in September. 


navy duty with a destroyer Peggy Lobbin doing “Grand Centra] 
Station”’ Saturday (6) Peter M. Soutter has joined ABC as account 
exec Sid Ascher and George Schreier have pooled their flackeries 


WNBC has increased the “Johnny Bradford Show” to three times 
weekly Sam Taylor to leave scripting staff of “My Good Wife” be- 
cause of pressure of work on his forthcoming tele stanza and Rodgers 
& Hammerstein's “The Happy Time.” Russell Beggs will take over on 
“Wife”. Blaney Harris, former casting and audition direcior of 
Dougherty, Clifford & Shenfield, has been upped to the post of super- 
visor of radio and television production....Patsy Campbell on “True 


Story” Thursday (4). 
Cyril Armbrister, in N. Y. from the Coast to sell “Chandu. the 
Magician” and a new comedy show, based on the Saturday Eve Post's 


“Tugboat Annie” series, has taken over direction of John Gibbs’ Mutual 
“Against the Storm” serial, succeeding Ed Downes, resigned. He ig 
also doing Perry Lafferty’s “Dorothy Dix” show during the latter's 
vacation and now expects to remain in New York indefinitely Mary 
Lou Forster doing the new Dentyne spot commercial for the fall came 


paign Rosemary Rice, radio and TV, auditioned for the new George 
Abbott musicomedy Bernard Lenrow and Charles Penman new to 
“Front Page Farrell” cast Helen Claire joins “Young Widder 
| Brown” players Dorothy Francis added to “Lora Lawton” cast 


| Charlie Basch, of Basch Radio-TV Productions, taking his first vacation 


in 15 years, motoring in Maine and Canada Johnny Thompson, bari- 


| tone of WJZ and WJZ-TV, has an unusual assignment in “‘Miss Liberty.” 
| He does oniy one tune, “Paris Wakes Up and Sings,” arriving at the 


| 
| 


families for all | 


now has 601 subscribers. | 


cation director Judith Waller, who | 


Imperial theatre at 9:30 and leaving by 10 p.m.....George Petrie. star 
of CBS’ “Call the Police,’ completing a mystery-comedy which Martin 
Gilman is considering for Broadway production this fall “Cisco Kid” 
series adding six new outlets Martin Bush, former director of shows 
on WEVD and WGHF, added to WNYC announcing staff NAB prexy 
Justin Miller leaving for California vacation Aug. 5 John Ryan, 
WQXR salesman, back at his desk after recuperating from major oper- 
ation....Zel DeCyr, WEVD story teller, has taken over ‘“‘World’s Great 
Short Stories” on WGHF Al Simon, WQXR’s light music director, 
cleffing several songs for a revue at the Peterboro, N. Y., Playhouse late 
this month....WNBC’s Ken Banghart left Friday (29) for two weeks at 
Cape Cod William R. Hesse of BBD&O has been named account 
exec for Swan Soap, which has moved over from Y. & R. Suzanne 
Johnstone, 2l-yr.-old daughter of NAM’s Johnny Johnstone. to teach 
piano and harp at U. of Alabama next fall. Dad, an ex-802-er, last week 
sponsored her application for membership in the musicians union . 
Bill Tuttle, AM-TV veepee at Ruthrauff & Ryan, and wife Alice Frost 
back from a month in Europe. Latter stars in “Mr. and Mrs. North.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Sam Hearn ‘Schlepperman) now helping himself to “Chicken Every 
Sunday” on NBC in a character created for him by Jack Rubin, who, 
incidentally is becoming one of the town’s top scripters. Among other 
assignments he has been set to adapt “A Yankee From Olympus” for 
the fall teeoff of Hallmark Playhouse Sept. 8..... CBS calling in its 
western division affiliates Aug. 8-9 for rundown of net’s promotion 
plans for next season .Bud Berend shuttling between his Hollywood 
| base and Frisco to line up new clients for NBC’s western operation 
Bill Erwin, writer-turned-comic, essays “Shy Guy” in a half hour 
| comedy written and directed by Jess Oppenheimer for CBS. It was put 
on wax last week and the platters are whirling in the commission 
_houses....Fran Allison ‘Kukla Fran and Ollie) seeing the town in tow 
of NBC's Bob Brown and Sid Strotz, ex-Chicagoans both Tom Me- 


|Cray, NBC's program topper, looking in on the net’s originations and 


doing a bit of doctoring here and there with Homer Canfield, Coast 
program head....CBS decided to convert studio A with its 900 seats to 
television after prowling the town for an audience plant. Radio shows 
'using the site will be farmed out to rental auds if the traffic becomes 
| too heavy at Columbia Square....Paramount’s Marty Lewis made a 
tieup with Ralston Purina to plug the studio’s stars on 366 stations via 
Mutual. ...Madeleine Denmead, assistant office manager of Young & 
Rubicam, passed away last week following brain surgery... . William N. 
Schary, one of Hollywood's earliest agents, is packaging a mystery titled 
“The Black Widow,” to star Lurene Tuttle, Robert Bruce directed from 
script by John Monsos and the platters are now making the rounds 

Kathy Lewis will be back next season as Marie Wilson’s sidekick in “My 
Friend Irma.” She was out most of last semester because of prolonged 
illness Ken Dolan has hot interest in the Bob Burns quarter hour 
| strip and the Bill Goodwin half hour situation comedy show Looks 
|like Tommy Harmon will get the nod from ABC and Hoffman Radio 
| 


for the miké job on the TV’ing of the Coast Conference.footba!! games 
Around Columbia Square they’re making book that Howard Meig- 
han will be “talked into” running the western division as successor to 
Don Thornburgh Only three of the original cast of “One Mans 
Family” were taken east by Carlton Morse for radio and TV airings 
Renzo Cesana, former radio packager, will show up on theatre screens 
as second lead to Ingrid Bergman in “Stromboli.” Seems that he knew 
the director and things being a little slow in Hollywood he elected lt 
return to his old trade of acting. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Tom Elvidge new asst. program director at WGN....WLS changes 
are Bernice Warner shifting to Barn Dance production, and John Drake 
taking over as flack ABC tossed a welcome party for singer Johnny 
Desmond, who moved into Breakfast Club in Jack Owens’ place 
WBBM news editor Frank Barton leaving Aug. 12 for two-week trip [0 
Europe....WCFL airing a special show Aug. 4 in front oc’ Oriental 
theatre with Howie Roberts and Marty Hogan doing emcee chores 
ABC’s Shoppers Special switching to new time of 8:30 a.m. on Aus 6 

WBBM program director Al Morey to Thousand Islands for vaca 
tion NBC salesman Bill Brewer on honeymoon. He married V' 
ginia Sherman July 23 Jimmy Hutchinson, formerly of W WVA, 
Wheeling. W. Va., has joined WLS Sage Riders, replacing Ked Blan- 


chard NBC singer Dennis Day in town for a week's personal ap 
pearance Mutual's Dorothy Reynolds to Estes Park, Colo., for vac® 
tion Singer Patsy Lee back on Breakfast Club after vacation 


ABC’s “Ladies Be Seated” airing from Illinois State Fair at Springfiel 
Aug. 15-19 Tenor Lawrence White on Chi Theatre of the Air Aug. 
6 WBBM engineer Bob Meyer talking about his new son W MAQ 
producer Ben Park playing host to three radio students from Germany 

Eugene (Ding) Bell has joined WBBM music staff... Newseesters 
George Stone and Clint Youle subbing for WMAQ’s Clifton Utley ™ hile 


he’s on six-week European tour Tom Moore of ABC got an injure 
leg while water skiing at Railroad Fair NBC summer radio institute 
Winding up Aug. 5 with co-directors Judith Waller and Don Fedderse 
handing out diplomas WILA of Woodstock, Ill, p?fcking up eee 
Park concerts WBBM sales promotion manager Ralf Brent '" ie 
York for promotion clinic NBC staffer Lillian Fertig weddine ning 


ard Braun Aug. 27 
new WBBM sports program starting Sept. 24 
Showerman to New York for conferences 

{ Venables back from Michigan vacation Aug. 15. 


Fahey Flynn and John Harrington announe 


NBC veepee Bob 


WBBM announcer 
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~ Radio's 2400 Murders a Year 


Editor, VARIETY: 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 


During the height of the radio season I estimate that 50 mur- 
ders are committed each week on the four networks. This does not 


includ 


e the local stations which kill off quite a few each week too. 


Television is excluded in my figures. 
I break my figures down this way: According to Hooper pocket 
edition of last April (height of season) CBS leads with 15 night- 


time shows in the mystery classification. 
e murders that are committed on some of these programs—Il 


tipl 
aoe one murder to a broadcast, 


I'm not allowing for mul- 


which is fair, I think. CBS car- 


ried about 17 soap operas during the week—I allow one murder to 


every four daytime shows—which 


adds another four to CBS’ total, 


so the Columbia Broadcasting System, according to my findings, 


kills an average of 19 people a week. 


ji 


This puts them on top of my 


st. 
Mutual kills about 10 people each night and practically none 


during the day—so that proves that MBS does all its killing at 


night and ranks second to CBS, 
network. 


which is very good for a lesser 


ABC murders an average of eight citizens (or aliens) a week 


during the night hours and about 


one and a half during the day. 


NBC is a bad fourth, killing only an average of three victims in 


the evening and about four during the day I 


understand that 


NBC is mending its ways and during the summer has added more 


guns to its arsenal. 


This makes a grand total of 4512 murders per week 
So the 
average of 200 people a month or 2,400 a year. 


50 just in case I have erred. 


but I say 
networks murder an 
I know some of 





four 


them cease fire during the summer but there are replacements that 
sometimes destroy more of the population than their parent shows. 
I defy Murder, Inc., or any other organized crime unit to match 


these figures. 


Will TV outmurder 
but they’ll have to do better than the movies. 


I don’t know at this time 
If each movie showed 


radio” 


one murder that would total a few hundred—the movies can’t hold 


a candle to radio for murder. 


Please remember that all my find- 


ings are approximate and all figures are subject to change. Murder 


fluctuates quite a lot you know” 


Mannie Manheim. 








Johnson Warns of Trouble Ahead 
If Radio Accepts Liquor Com|s 


Washington, Aug. 2. * 


The networks which have ac- | 
advertising from | 


cepted whiskey 
Schenley may be in for trouble 
from the government. 

Chairman Edwin C. Johnson | 
(D-Colo.) of the Senate Committee | 
on Interstate & Foreign Commerce | 
served notice last week that if the | 
FCC or the Treasury Dept. can’t | 
keep liquor copy off the air Con- | 
gress will. His committee, he said, | 
has a bill pending to ban interstate | 


trensmission of such advertising. > 


“If the liquor people go ahead with 
their plans to use the radio to’ 
peddle their wares,” he warned, | 
‘they will assure passage of that | 
bill.”. (Time was purchased two | 
weeks ago on the full ABC web) 
and owned and operated stations | 
of NBC and CBS). | 
Johnson called on Secretary of | 
the Treasury John Snyder and | 
Acting FCC Chairman Paul Walk- | 
er to see what their agencies can | 
do to stop the advertising. He said 
the Treasury’s Alcohol Tax Unit 
has authority to guide and even 
a discipline the industry which it 
a There can be no doubt 
bg the Alcohol Unit supervises 
e content of advertising which is 
ndulged in by the industry.” 
tha rman Johnson wrote Snyder 
sta while radio licensees are 
in +: to even consider broadcast- 
> 'quor advertising” the FCC) 
tisi no authority to censor adver- | 
ng copy. However, he added, 
ih ommnission, under its broad 
fn lic interest” powers, could 
jot aad determination when | 
newal. S$ license comes up for re- 
m. told Snyder he was of the 
cutieaes the Treasury has both the 
stop ots and the responsibility “to 
vade ng this reckless plan to in- 
li © privacy of the home with 
quor Sales talk.” here is a 
Serent principle”  in- 
ween newspaper an 
Magazine advertising maa hat to 
(Continued on page 36) 


“Claghorn’ Set to Roll 


NBC aoe five auditions to hit what 
the Ke Inks is the right format, but 
horn” a Delmar “Senator Clag- 
to roll uation comedy is now set 
Situat; 
sort of 108 comedy is based on a | 
dea Pg Who Came to Dinner” 
" small Claghorn” returning to 
after fr; town where he was born, 
and oeaning a term in Congress, 
ving in with his in-laws. 
Audition a also cut a Phil Foster 


yn Cord called “Inside | 


| 
| 





Hall Marks 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

Recent streamlining of the 
National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers, voted at a meeting of the 
board in Portsmouth, N. H., 
left some casualties in the 
Washington headquarters. 
Here’s how Gladys Hall, sec- 
retary to A. D. Willard, exec 
veepee, whose office was abol- 
ished, advised contacts of her 
plight: 

“SITUATION WANTED — 
MISCELLANEOUS. Available 
until further notice for sight- 
seeing tours (car provided), 
luncheon, cocktail or dancing 
companion, baby or puppy sit- 
ting. Reasonable rates provid- 
ed on request. Qualifications: 
some. References: None. Dis- 
tinguishing marks: Axe scar 
from recent Portsmouth mas- 
sacre. Apply to Gladys Hall, 
815 South Ode Street, Arling- 
ton, Va., Chestnut 6009.” 








Lion Roars At 


Hwood Calling’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

As long as Metro is furnishing 
the stars for the new NBC Sunday 
night giveaway, “Hollywood Call- 
ing,”’ the studio won’t countenance 
the thought of the network plug- 
ging other studios’ product. — 

Metro has told off NBC in no 
uncertain terms, refusing to per- 
mit use of the device ‘the prize 
that money can’t 
contestants would’ be 


studio pix. 

As result, NBC has beén forced 
to abandon the idea, at least dur- 
ing the duration of Metro’s run on 
the giveaway, which continues un- 
til the jackpot is cracked. 


REVERE RENEWS ‘MOVIE’ 

; Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Revere Camera Co. has renewed 
“Name the Movie” for 13 weeks 
via ABC, starting Aug. 11. Show 
is 15 minute airer with Clark Den- 
Gilbert 





nis, Peggy Mann, Buddy 
orch. Marvin Miller and guest 
stars. 


Roche & Cleary agency handles. 


buy,” wherein | 
awarded | 
props, costumes, etc., used in rival | 


{ 


DUE FOR REWat 


Because it is currently 
lemma about what 
flock of new summertime shows that 
;merit a continued showcasing this 
| fall, NBC may toss out radio’s long- 
established time-table on program 














ischeduling and experiment along | 


i 
| brand new lines. 


| As result, NBC may come up this | 
|fall with time periods other than | 


| half-hour or quarter-hour. It’s 


}ent thinking, that the network may 
|divide an hour of 
jtime by installing a 


show best 


suited for a 20-minute format, fol- | 


|lowed perhaps by a capsule stanza 
of five minutes, and wind up with 
35-minute dramatic program. The 
60-minute breakdown would per- 
{mit for a flexible three or four-way 
| program spread to match the con- 
| tent of the show. 

| The radio “face lifting’ pattern, 
ishould it materialize, stems from 
|NBC’s problem on retaining some 
|good properties tested during the 
;summer. On the basis of sale deals 
|now in negotiations, it looks like 
|NBC may wind up with about 
ithree unsold half-hour segments 
|when the curtain goes up on the 
new broadcasting season. (Sales in- 
clude two daytime strips, Elaine 
|Carrington’s “Marriage for Two” 
going to Kraft, and Sealtest buy- 
|ing the adjacent segment, probably 
|for “Thanks for Tomorrow,” which 
‘currently occupies the time as a 
sustainer.) 

Potential Click Programs 

Thus with only 75 minutes left 
for the sustainer whirl, NBC faces 
the poser of losing out on the 
| right to such potential clicks as 
\“Chicken Every Sunday,” “Silent 
|Partner,” “Dragnet,” “My Good 
Wife” and the Dick Powell show. 
NBC also wants to keep Henry 
Morgan when he comes off the 
summer commercial ride. (Prob- 
i\lem of “Archie Andrews” has al- 
ready been solved, since it will be 
returned to a Saturday morning 
slot.) 

By unshackling radio from the 
traditional 15. 30 and 60-minute 
bookings, NBC figures it could 
establish a formula to keep worthy 
stanzas on the air. 

NBC is also mulling the idea of 
a so-called “perfect program sched- 
ule” experiment aimed at getting 
away from the block-booking idea. 
On either Sunday afternoon or late 
Saturday night, the network may 
routine shows along the same lines 
|as a vaudeville bill, bracketing pro- 
| grams weekly for variety, pace and 
entertainment value. 


CANOVA, COLGATE SIGN 
FOR ’49-50 AIR SHOW 


| 

| Judy Canova, through her agent, 
| Arthur Lyons, and Colgate-Palm- 
|olive-Peet got together in New 
‘York last week for a fall radio 
series starting Oct. 1. 

| She follows Dennis Day on NBC 
Saturday night, giving Colgate and 
| one of its ad agencies, Ted Bates, 
‘the full hour. Understood price 
tag on the package is $8,000 as 
‘against the $11,500 she received 
last season from 
sor. 


So There, Now You Can't 
Sue Us, Say Cal. AM’ers 


Sacramento, Cal., Aug. 2. 


Libel scare for radio stations and 
networks was considerably eased 
last week when Gov. Earl Warren 
signed a bill sponsored by Cali- 
fornia Broadcasters Assn. Under 
its provisions defamatory remarks 
‘are ruled out if it is shown that a 
sincere effort had been made to 
avoid them. 

Given protection under the meas- 
ure are affiliate stations, which 
have no control over what the net- 
works feed them; audience partici- 
pation shows at the mercy of ad 
libbing, and stations carrying po- 
litical broadcasts. Donn Tatum, 
chief counsel of Don Lee, drafted 


the bill. 











in a di-| 
to do with its | 


| conceivable, according to the pres- | 


programming | 


‘checkout of E. P. H. 
ad - promotion - research - planning | 


the same spon- 








G OUT WITH NBC 


IRAN SKE NBC Grabbing Of Some Ex-CBSers 


In Slotting Ambitious UN Series 





Wrong Script 
Louisville, Aug 
Three- week contest over 
WKLO just ended, in interest 
of a local appliance dealer, 
had a surprise finish, when 
Mrs. Barry Bingham, wife of 
Courier-Journal and “Times, 
WHAS owner, was declared 
the “‘winnah.”’ 
Entries numbered 


J 


580 from 


three counties in the Falls 
Cities, and odd twist is that 
with seven AM, two FM and 


one TV station in this market, 
the winner should be wife of 
owner of the largest competi- 
tor station, and a wealthy per- 
son in her own right. 





Mutual Folds 


~ Branch Offices; 


Accent on N. Y. 


Mutual is shuttering its sales of- 
fices in Philadelphia, Atlanta and 
Detroit. Move is viewed as fitting 
into prexy Frank White's long- 
range blueprint for tightening up 
and integrating the entire opera- 
tion. 

Closing of the three offices is 
cued to the fact that there isn’t 
much biz in those locales. MBS 
has no auto accounts from Detroit, 
billings aren’t coming in from 
Coca-Cola and other southern firms 
for the Atlanta rep and the Philly 
outlet no longer needs to service 
Bayuk Cigars, which is leaving 
radio and MBS with its $1,200,000 
annual gross billings. 

At the same time, it’s reasoned, 
White is concentrating 
fire power where the money bags 
are, in New York. Evidence of the 
centralizing process is seen in re- 
cent staff changes, following the 
James as 


veepee. 


George M. Benson, now eastern | 


sales manager, has been appointed 
national sales topper, working un- 
der sales veepee Z. C. Barnes and 
covering the entire network selling 
staff. with the eastern and western 
sales managerships eliminated. 
Duncan R. Buckham has. been 
named division sales manager, to 
headquarter in N. Y., and Carroll 
Marts has been named to a similar 
position, with offices in Chi. 

James’ duties are being taken 
over by program sales veepee 
Robert A. Schmid. Working under 
the latter will be Harold M. Coul- 
ter, handling ads and promotion, 
Richard J. Puff, in charge of re- 
search, and William Fairbanks, 
planning. 


COMO TO TAPE ’EM; 
FLEXIBLE FORMAT 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Perry Como will come west with- 
in the next few weeks with his en- 
tire staff, excepting studio orches- 
tra, to tape six or eight of his first 
fall Chesterfield shows. Como, it’s 
said, intends to incorporate com- 
edy, dramatics and other types of 
entertainment into his half-hour 
show on NBC Thursdays, which 
starts Sept. 8 or 15, and his visit 
here is for the purpose of making 
available the vast list of possible 
guest stars among Hollywoodites. 

Too, by taping the initial six or 
eight weeks of regular broadcasts 
Como will free himself and his staff 
for the task of getting his Chester- 
field video show out of New York 
rolling. It will occupy the 8-8:30 
p.m. spot on NBC Sunday evenings 





his sales , 


CBS’ Honeymoon 


NBC is grabbing off one of the 
prize program packages of the 
year, tieing in with the United Na- 


tions for an exclusive series of am- 
bitious shows which will be spread 
over a seven-week span starting 
Sept. 4 Unusual aspect of the 
deal is that, though the UN affili- 
ation, NBC is making office space 
for some ex-CBS personalities. 
Among the latter is Norman Cor- , 
win, CBS’ onetime prize documen- 
tarian who now works for the UN. 
He'll supervise the upcoming NBC 
working out of the NBC 
offices (Corwin, a freelancer as 
far as the networks are concerned, 
closed up his desk at CBS a couple 
weeks back after his one-shot “Citi- 
zen of the World” documentary). 


series 


Also tied in with the NBC-UN 
project is Allen Sloane, long asso- 
ciated with Columbia’s ‘‘Man Be- 


hind the Gun” series, “Assignment 
Home,” etc He’s just returned 
from Europe after 18 months’ re- 
search for UN and will do two of 
the projected NBC series. His last 
trip abroad resulted in the prize- 
winning CBS documentary, “Be- 
tween the Dark and the Daylight.” 

Kickoff show on the NBC-UN 
series will be a dramatization of 
the anniversary of the war, written 
and directed by Corwin. The sec- 
ond show will be a special concert 
by the NBC Symphony, with Serge 
Koussevitzky conducting, and fea- 
turing the premiere of Aaron Cop- 
land’s “UN Concerto,” which will 
be adopted by the UN organization 
as its official theme. Words of the 


UN Constitution will be worked 
into the thematic treatment, and 
the broadcast will originate from 


the UN Assembly Hall at Flushing, 
4 

The third in the series will be 
on national resources conservation 
work, to be written by Millard 
Lampell. Next is a program on 
Genocide, to be produced for NBC 
in Canada by Sinclair Allen. The 
brace of Allen Sloane shows will 

(Continued on page 35) 





At the Waldorf 


CBS and its affiliates went 
through the throes of a lovefest at 
two-day meet of the Columbia 
Affiliates Advisory Board and the 
Program Promotion Clinic at the 
Waldorf Monday (1) and yester- 
day. Results of the confabs make 
it clear that the web’s outlets are 
pretty excited about the fall pro- 
gram lineup and are pledging full 
support for the promotional cam- 
paign set for ’49-'50 season. 

Reps of 178 independently- 
owned stations passed a resolution 
commending the chain's. leader- 
ship. ‘‘The CAAB hereby’ extends 
to the CBS organization its hearti- 
est congratulations for its brilliant 
1949 program promotion campaign 
in support of the greatest sched- 
ule of programs ever to be carried 
by any radio network,” the resolu- 
tion reads. It also urged all affili- 
ates to “expend all possible effort 
in support of the CBS fall promo- 
tion campaign so that the values 
of the program offerings may be 
brought fully to the American 
people.” 

In addition to a joint meeting of 
the CAAB and the Program Pro- 
motion Clinic, the two groups 
joined at a luncheon Monday to 
hear speeches by CBS prexy 
Frank Stanton, program veepee 
Hubbell Robinson and sales man- 
ager John Karol. 

Other CAAB events included a 
report on proposed FCC tele re- 
allocations by veepee Adrian Mur- 
phy and general engineering vee- 
pee William B. Lodge; a report on 


CBS-TV progress, by Herbert V. 
Akerberg, station relations veepee; 
and a report on Washington ac- 
tivities by the web’s D. C. veepee, 
Earl Gammons Other reports 
were made by Robinson’ and 
Davidson Taylor, public affairs 
veepee. 





26 RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 3, 1949 


Ay 


| 





‘ 








MAKE BELIEVE TOWN 

With Virginia Bruce, Paul Dubov, 
Colleen Collins, Rita Lynn, Ken 
Christy, Sylvia Simms; announ- 
cer, Johnny Jacobs 

Producer: Ralph Rose 

Directors: Rose, Frank Woodruff 

| Writers: Virginia Mullen, William 


HE ETHEL MERMAN SHOW 

ith Miss Merman, Leon Janney, 
Allen Drake, Ethel Browning, 
Charles Webster, Santos Ortega, 
ce tee» ae. tbs MacGregor 


roducer-director: : 
Soosere: Will Glickman, Joe Stein 


30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p. m. 


| 
eer tenes New York 30 Mins. Mon.-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
) 1 Broadway Sustaining 


Ethel Merman as a 
yersonality has achieved more than 
oe share of attention with a musl- 
stardom 


CBS, from Hollywood 

This half-hour series should 
please the distaff listeners with a 
number of techniques proven to 
entice the femmes. There’s a 
heavy emphasis on the glamor of 
Hollywood, with references to 
stars, noted niteries and_ the 
“lights, camera, action” scenes 
that film fans dote on. There’s a 
potent dose of romance, with a 
good hardworking girl getting her 
man. And there’s the draw of 
actress Virginia Bruce introing the 
yarns and narrating between the 
acts. 

Each broadcast presents an in- 
dividual drama, which should get 
the housewives in the listening 
habit without the drawback of 
missing any action in case they 
skip a day. On Monday’s (1) preem, 
story was that of a high-pressure 
producer, supposedly resting in a 
hospital but actually tied up on 
a battery of phones as he preps 
a new pic. Name actress he wants 
for the production has walked out 


ymedy background of rc 
aeliet back almost 20 years. Thus 
t seemed a bright idea to star 
her in a first-person situational 
comedy airer. The execution is 
something else again. Chalk this 
as a missout. : 
"eee is a show whose dramatic 
verbiage on its preem was nothing 
more than a scant framework for 
Miss Merman’s vocalisthenics. It is 
a script with a show business back- 
ground, whose characters include 
a male pianist friend, a floor-mop 
tycoon who is a prospective angel 
for a show to star Miss Merman, 
plus sundry others. In between, 
on this first show, Miss Merman 
sang such numbers as “Some En- 
chanted Evening,” “Big Wonderful 
World” and, in her finale, the 
inevitable ‘‘No Business Like Show 
Business,” which she did in “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” Ostensibly the 
rogram is supposed to parallel 
Miss Merman’s career. 
The idea, also, is to give Miss 
Merman a chance to be flip, brash 
and generally consistent with the 
character that she has created for 
herself in the theatre. But it isn’t on him, but fortunately he falls 
g0 much the failure of Miss Mer-,in love with his Swedish-born 
man to get over personally—de-| nurse and inks her to a long-term 
spite her invariable off-pitch sing- | contract both as his wife and star 
ing, which she even kids herself. of his pix. Strictly from Cin- 
The fault lies, simply, in that derella, but the stuff that soapers 
there just isn’t any show. And are made of. | 
the supporting people, consequent-| Scripting, while hokey, worked 
ly, suffer, too. Kahn. in some authentic details of the 
trade, such as banks not wanting 
to finance a comedy, tempera- 
mental talent complaining about 
roles, ete. Acting of Paul Dubov 
as the dynamic exec who succumbs 
to love and Colleen Collins as the 
Svensk nurse was good. Miss Bruce 
handled the hostess chore well, 
although her part was scripty and 
Bril. 


MEET CORLISS ARCHER 
With Janet Waldo, Irene Tedrow, 
Fred Shields, Sam Edwards, 
Hans Conried; John Hiestand, 
announcer 
Script Supervisor: F. Hugh Herbert 
Producer: Tom McAvity 
30 Mins. Sun., 9 p.m. [ 
ELECTRIC LIGHT & POWER Weighted with cliches. 
COs. | — 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(N. W. Ayer) 
Succeeding the ‘Earn Your Va- 
cation” giveaway show as summer 
replacement for Helen Hayes’ 
“Electric Theatre,” =o Corliss 
Archer” returns to the CBS net 
as a breezy comedy concoction for | NBC, from Chicago 
easy hot weather consumption. Of | This special series of five “Uni- 
lightweight construction, this show | versity of Chicago Round Table” 
skips brightly along its groove of | broadcasts is tackling some of the 


amusing characterizations and/| . , x 
comedy situations. Scripters occa- | t0U8h problems being discussed in 


sionally err in trying to punch a_| Washington and by the nation gen- 
—- aes — pee ge ed but erally. Produced by NBC in coop- 
show generally doesn’t strain in| : : 
puiting at the tuany bene: /eration with Secretary of Com- 

Opening stanza (31) introduced | ™erce Charles Sawyer, the airer 
the 
Waldo, as Corliss, standing out as| we facing a depression? What 
the super-serious adolescent. Yarn | should be done to expand business 
revolved around the efforts of | activity? What’s the future for the 
Corliss’ father (Fred Shields) and | small businessman? What’s behind 
boy friend (Dexter Franklin) to | the world trade crisis? 
wean her away from her latest| On the opener, in addition to 
whim to be an artist. All hands 
played skillfully with Hans Conried 
turning in a firstrate bit as a high- 
brow art instructor. Sketch, un- 
fortunately, wound up a bit limply 
after sustaining a crackling pace 
for most of the way. 

Plugs for the utility compan 
were dignified. Herm. 


HOW’S BUSINESS? 

With Commerce Secretary Charles 
Sawyer, Senator Paul Douglas, 
Theodore Yntema 

30 Mins.; Sun., 1:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 


mulled by Sen: Paul Douglas and 
Theodore Yntema, veepee of Ford 
Motors. Discussion was frequently 
confusing, as it covered some tech- 
nical economic subjects and com- 

| plex business cycle theories. Too 
y | often the participants were more 
| interested in making their points 


REMEMBER THE DAY | them to listeners untutored in the 
With Martha Deane; Dick Willard. intricacies of fiscal policies. 
45 Mins., Fri. (29), 10:15 a.m. | However, there was enough 
Participating agreement on several points to 
WOR, New York | make it clear that the participants 


As a once-a-week feature on her | feel the U. S. is not headed for ai 


Monday-Priday transcribed airer,| depression, but is merely witness- 
Martha Deane, WOR’s women’s ing a recession. Also pointed up 
commentator, is offering her list-| was the difference between the ad- 
eners a nostalgic series of 45-min-| Ministration’s pump priming ap- 
ute flashbacks to the years im-| proach and the curtailed federal 
mediately following the end of, expenditures policy advocated by 
World War I. The first of the the Ford topper. 
programs following the memory} Despite its shortcomings, series 
motif was broadcast last Friday should help listeners clarify their 
(29). Titled “Remember the Day,” | views on a number of national is- 
the series has been broken into! sues, such as taxes, wage boosts 
four segments with the remaining and aid to farmers. Bril. 
il scheduled for Aung. 5 and | 

-With Miss Deane as narrator, the | AL FOREST 
initial shot faded back to the sign- 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 7 p.m. 
ing of the armistice in 1918 and TEN EYCK HOTEL 
was keynoted by recordings of WPTR, Albany : : 
tunes popuar at that time. Tail Listenable, relaxing dinner 
end of the broadcast was devoted Music emanates from a Hammond 
to 1919 and also featured songs | organ in the Empire Room of the 
that were favorites then. On the | Ten Eyck hotel, Albany, on nightly 
whole, Miss Deane provided her broadcasts by Al Forest, who was 
listeners with some _ enjoyable at the console at the Ritz theatre 
oldies that throughout the years,in Albany during the silent film 
have retained their original flavor.|days and who has played hotel 
Besides the platters she also of- dates in recent years. He achieves 
fered somed reminiscent chatter | neat effects in programs that are 
which pointed up the changes that | varied. 
have taken place since the early | Unfortunately, Forest had _ to 
*90)’s. | compete with clattering dishes. Ef- 

Show is Miss Deane’s creation fect would likewise be enhanced if 
and Dick Willard, in addition to his the announcing were done from the 
announcing, also lent a helpful Empire Room rather than by re- 
hand in the proceedings. Re- mote control. Room’s fine food 


mainder of the series will be de- and beautiful atmosphere are 
voted to the Roaring Twenties. 


| plugged. Jaco. 


DAMON RUNYON THEATRE 


| (“Blood Pressure’’) 


With John Brown, Sheldon Leon- 
ard, Larry Dobkin, Luis van 
Rooten, Sandra Gould 





Archer family with Janet | deals with questions such as: Are. 


Secretary Sawyer, the issues were | 


| with each other than in explaining | 


Producer: Vern Carstensen 
| Director: Richard Sanville 
| Writer: Russell Hughes 

| 30 Mins., Sat., 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 


Damon Runyon’s colorful yarns | 


CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 


Kenneth Roberts, announcer 
Director: Charles Harrell 
Producer: Bob Jennings 
30 Mins:; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. 





| slugs 


about Broadway characters and 
hangers-on are the subject of this 
new series, which bowed with | 
“Blood Pressure” Saturday (30). | 
The characters have been trans- 
formed to radio fairly reliably and 
entertainingly, with their  col- 
loquial,, flavorsome speech and 


somewhat melodramatic, theatrical | 


activities. Sometimes the scripting 


style and dialog are a little too| 


colloquial and cute, but for the 
most part the stuff has schmaltz 
to make an engaging half-hour. 


Opening show was well directed | 


and performed, to augur well for 
the series. Open was interspersed 
with several public service pitches, 
for Savings Bonds, the police PAL 


league and Runyon’s own pet, the | ‘ ; 
| prizes are more moderate, but still 


cancer drive. 

Opener was an amusing yarn 
about a bullying tough-guy, a dice 
cheat and strong-arm man, who 
scares the mob frantic, 


aways dimensions, “Chance of a 
Lifetime” rates as one of the big- 
| gest shows on the air. And there’s 
|hardly any other measuring rod 
applying to this type of airer. Show 
hard with another stagger- 
ing array of prizes ranging from a 
couple of hundred 
dollars to a $25,000 completedly 


furnished home. Not much pro- 
gram finesse is present or needed 


pittance of a 


with all this loot dangling before | 


dialers who want their gambling 
instinct satisfied. 
Under this show’s 


shoveling out the gifts, studio par-| 


ticipants have to pick out from an 


electrical board three letters which | 
ring either a bell or a buzzer. If 


into 
the 


bell, the 
coin; if 


prizes soar 
it’s a buzzer, 


it’s a 
heavy 


hefty. On the iinitial show, one 


| out of the four participants was a 


but who |} 


knuckles under to the frail femme | 


who is his wife. John Brown, play- 
ing Broadway, the narrator-actor 
who will figure in all the episodes, 
was good in his role. Sheldon Leon- 
ard, as the big bruiser, Rusty 


Charlie, was excellent, and Sandra 
Gould made her brief bit as the 
wife tell. Bron. 


QUORUM CALL 
Rep. Barratt O’Hara, moderator 
Producer-director: Paul Green 
30 Mins., Sun., 4 p.m. 
LABOR’S LEAGUE FOR POLITI- 
CAL EDUCATION 
WCFL, Chicago 
Chi’s A. F. of L. station beams 
into the Democratic listening audi- 
ence with this 
transcribed in Washington and 
flown to WCFL each week, Dem. 
Congressmen talk of their bills and 
projects; exchange friendly pats on 
the back, and do some fence mend- 
ing via the airwaves. 


Program opens and closes with | 


the ringing of the Congressional 
summoning bell. Moderator Bar- 
ratt O’Hara, likewise a U. S. Rep- 
| resentative, then reads the roll call 
|of Chicago Congressmen, and calls 
|/upon several to deliver reports on 
pending legislation. 

Program caught dealt with the 
Hoover Commission findings on 
federal expenditures. Cong. Wil- 
liam Dawson argued earnestly that 
Republicans weren’t the only ones 
| who wanted to trim expenses. 
|Cong. Sid Yates, one of Washing- 
_ton’s better golfers, described a 

golf match with Sen. Robert Taft. 

Tenor of show — to. present 
labor’s side in legislation—was ade- 
quately maintained. Speakers 


showed a minimum of bias against | 


Republican opposition by stressing 
the affirmative aspects of their own 
case, rather than getting into per- 
sonalities and name-calling. 
“Quorum Call” could be im- 
proved by lifting the heavy atmos- 
phere of mutual deference and 
bowing in favor of a lighter treat- 
ment. Likewise inserting some of 
the humorous side of Washington 
life would help to balance the for- 
mat. 





MAN ON THE FARM 

With Chuck Acree, emcee; Reggie 
Cross, various guests; 

_ Menard, announcer 

= Acree, Georgene O’Don- 

ne 


Producer-director: Miss O’Donnell 2% 0¢¢asional 


30 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 
| Sustaining 
MBS, from Chicago 


“Man on the Farm” is an audi- | 


ence participation show originating 
from an Illinois experimental farm. 
Previously heard only in the mid- 
west area, the half-hour airer 
joined the Mutual net Saturday 
(30) as a sustainer, but Quaker 
Oats picks up the tab as of Aug. 
27. Emcee Chuck Acree frames 
his queries around such _ bucolic 
_teasers as ‘Do Holsteins give more 
milk than Jerseys?,” name an agri- 
cultural state whose crops rank 
high in soybeans and wheat, and 
Similar stumpers. 


testants carried off awards rang- | 


ing from $100 in cash to fishing 
reels and steak knives. 

Format was a breezy one that 
featured an occasional nostalgic 
tune in the layout to bring about 
a change of pace. Besides their 
vicarious interest in the contest- 
ants’ progress, listeners also have 
a chance to vie for a vacuum 
cleaner by mailing four-line jingles 
for Acree to toss at studio guests. 
On the whole it’s a meritorious 


half-hour series | 


home listener who was contacted | 


via telephone. After selecting 
their first three letters, the par- 
ticipants are given a chance to gam- 
ple their previous winnings against 


|a grand jackpot prize in a 10-sec- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|of the 


| 


ond race to ring up another bell 
on the board. as 

Like other giveaways shows, it's 
virtually impossible for a partici- 
pant to miss winning a good share 
giveaways. The initial 
brainteasers are geared to the I. Q. 
of the average dialer. In order to 
win the jackpot, however, dialers 


| would have to know for example, 
| the 


technical name of a_ two- 
humped camel which, of course, 
narrowly cut down the chances of 
winning. 

As emcee, John Reed King con- 
ducts the quiz in an atmosphere of 
near-hysteria. 


But virtually 
the show and 
the clime. 
delivers the 


“Inner Sanctum.” 
anything goes on 
King’s approach fits 
Vocalist Janie Ford 





With Janie Ford, John Reed King; 


Measured in terms of its give-| Sustaining 


system of | 


He whips up audi-| 
| ences with shout, howls and a style 
of laughing that’s usually heard on | 


THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 
With Barbara Eilers, Sam Edwar 
ayy = Pe oe Marsh, Bea 
enadaret, Earle Ross; a2 
cer, Owen James ion | 
Producer: Dick Woollen 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 





F 
| ABC, from Hollywood = 


| This is another situation comedy 


| based on the foibles of young mar. 

ried couples. While it doesn’t 
reach the level of “Blondie” or 
| ‘Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet” 
it is somewhat better than “Me 
and Janie” and “My Good Wife” 
two shows in the same genre y hich 
NBC preemed this summe; 


Humor reprised a lot of the old : 
standbys of similar stanzas. but ¥ 
Jean Holloway worked up an ef. E 
fective script which cut back and T 
forth from the bride’s-home to the s 
| groom’s abode on the morn of the 
wedding. Typically, the gal won- N 
dered whether her future hubby L 
| would snore while the latter wor- C 
ried that his spouse might sleep T 
with her hair in lethal curlers. Cc 
| Typically, the garrulous fathers Ss 
| were sympathetic toward the young 
man “facing a life sentence” N 
while the mothers were weepy . 
over “losing my darling child.” 

And typically, there was a young \ 
brat sister who thinks that cere- 

monies are “corny” and that sen- : 
timent “stinks.” c 
| Miss Holloway made good 


use 
of change of pace, inserting several 
flashbacks of tender  romantie 
scenes. These gave the airer an 
added dimension of reality and 
were generally better scripted than 
the comic dialog. Acting of Bar- 
bara Eilers and Sam Edwards as 
the young couple was slick and 


| 


the supporting roles, although 

caricatured, were capably handled. E 
| Musical bridges displayed little wil 
originality, one obvious cue being oul 
a few bars of the ‘‘Wedding March” Na 
played with a trombone wha-wha wit 
fof comic effect. A minor tech- pre 
nical flaw was that the level on ap 
the audience mike was too low, NA 
which made the spectators’ laugh- dur 
ter seem thin. Bril. per 
| rati 
AND YET NOT FREE BA 
With Arnold Moss, Everett Sloane cial 


Writer: Alvin Boretz B 





show’s theme song in a non-hysteri-| Producer: Ted Hudes that 
| eal manner. | Director: Mitchell Grayson lish 
Currently, show is sustaining but | 15 Mins.; Wed. (27), 10:15 p.m. bee 
| Bruner-Ritter, jewelers, pick up CITIZENS COMMITTEE AN DIS- and 
the tab beginning Sept. 4.Herm. |. PLACED PERSONS rost 
somncianmenncaita | WMCA, N. Y. hea 
| Prepared by the Citizens Com- 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT - FRANK | nittee on "‘Diemieeed Persons, o 
FARRELL er: Ted | “And Yet Not Free” is another in M 
With Farrell; Herbert Hoover; Ted. series of transcribed drama of 
Malley, announcer |which urges Congress to re-ex- Pat 
15 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. amine its existing DP entry act. ‘ 
Sustaining While most of the salient reasons tot 
WOR, N. Y. | why DP’s should receive more con- he 
WOR, N. Y., has pacted Frank sideration is contained in_ this ” 
Farrell, N. Y. World - Telegram | #rer, the 2 oa quite as fiel 
} ; s pre- 

reporter, to give a weekly spiel on| Jini. documentaries on this sub- as 
government spending. Idea is | ject. tele 
good, and the series shapes up aS|_ Deficiencies of the law are thai 
eminently worthwhile, even if the | brought out in a discussion be- pus 
opening session Saturday (30) waS|tween a government DP camp : mec 
‘more polemic than reporting. worker and an inmate. Script is hav 
Farrell's first several programs | marked by frequent references to part 


George | 


Successful con- | 


will be based on the recent Herbert 
Hoover report for 
various government bureaus in the 





;/name of economy and efficiency. | 
|; Opener was therefore largely ex- | 


|pository, explaining what the 
Hoover Commission was, its mem- 


| bers, its scope, the need of it, etc., | 


ness of discussing excessés in gov- 
ernment organization. 
| Farrell speaks clearly, eagerly 
and simply, in appealing, man-of- 
the-street fashion. Occasionally 
| his enthusiasm for his cause makes 
‘him stutter or fluff, but otherwise 
| he’s definitely okay. He got off 
good phrase, as 
| when insisting on “whittling down 
the Washington swindle sheet.” 
He’s strongly back of the Hoover 
Report, giving both it and the 
‘former President great praise for 
|their aim in saving the taxpayer 
$3,000,000,000 a year in waste and 
inefficiency. Government organiza- 
tion is disordered, ineffectual, 
Farrell claims; 
ganization is imperative. 
Ex-President Hoover, in a tran- 
scribed special message, commend- 
ed the series, to give it added 
stature. If Farrell 
porting the facts, instead of his 
occasional preachment, it will be 
an excellent series. Bron, 


' -_ 


Mart. ness 0 getting down to the busi- 


MUSIC MEMORANDUM 

With Frederick Lloyd 

9:00 a.m., 15 mins., Mon. -thru-Fri. 
| Sustaining 

'KOMO, Seattle 

| This record-show strip with 
Frederick Lloyd (Lloyd Bloom) is 
a pleasant cntry in the morning 
sweepstakes for hausfrau listening, 
lifted out of the routine with a 


| judicious use of verse as tune in- | 


troductions. Music is chiefly on the 


program that packs a wide appeal nostalgic and ballad side, and mid- 
to rural audiences, yet it is brisk way Bloom fills in with program 


enough to capture a slice of urban notes on other KOMO programs. ad anal Bardo combo, some 


; dwellers, Gilb. 


| nice job all around. 





streamlining | 


a thorough reor- | 


sticks to re-| 


/the 1620 Mayflower Pact, the bec: 
Constitution’s preamble as well as . of 


|a Lincolnian quotation, in order to 


show America was founded on a par 
policy of admitting free men. How- _ 
ever, in citing historical prece- ti 
dents, the program tended to neg- 1on 
lect more pressing contemporary Bur 
| issues. ; solu 
Recording of President Truman $ four 
voice, taken from one of his ad- line 
_ dresses to Congress, helped sum it it 
‘up the current situation. He of 1 


| branded the plight of DP’s as 4 
|“world tragedy” and added _ that 
these people would bring “strength 
and energy to the nation’ were 
proper legislation for their admit- 
tance passed. Arnold Moss an 
Everett Sloane topped the small 
,cast while John Gart’s original 
/music formed effective brite 
ul0. 


BREAKFAST GANG 
| With Mel Ventner, Polly Lawrence 
Lyle Bardo Orch, others 
| Producer-Director: Mel Ventner 
| 30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 7:15 a-™ 
| Participating . 
_KFRC, San Francisco 

The technique of devising @ Pr0- 
gram acceptable to early hout 
‘rural listeners is a _ challenge 
/usually fumbled by producers, er 
| generally either over-corn their = 
ferings or else gravitate to extrem’ 
opposite direction to give dry-# 
' dust copy that leaves the field 0 
potential listeners completely co . 
| In the “Breakfast Gang —_ 
'enough of straight entertainmen 
| with overtones of comedy, !S = 
‘bined with plain but useful ie 
'to be provocative of habit-formin® 
| listening. Unsolicited mail —, 
| tion to program from small tow . 
and farms indicates a repeat au)” 
ence that responds to the easy, ted 
‘rehearsed material that is pro’ rom 
| with the live music by the re on 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Hooper's Top 15 and the Opposition 


(July 30) 
Sponsored Total Network 
Network Compe- 
Competition tition 
Program Hooperating NBC Symphony 38 10.6 
Walter Winchell 1S (No Sponsored Programs) 7.0 
Horace Heidt sae SO Johns-Manville News Be | 6.6 
This Is Your F.B.I..... 9.8 Sam Spade diets 8.0 12.9 
Stop the usic ..... cn Dae NBC Symphony ..... 3.8 
Fish & Hunt 1 6.3 
Mr Keen ......-+ nae Jae Johns-Manville ....., 1.7 : 
Louella Parsons ..... 8.5 NBC Symphony ...... 3.8” 10.6 
Our Miss Brooks ..... 8.4 Album Familiar Music 4.1 10.8 
Take It or Leave It.. 8.1 Jimmie Fidler ....... 6.4 10.0 
Crime Photographer ., 8.0 Name the Movie ..... 2.3 8.7 
Sam Spade .........- 8.0 Stop the Music ...... 6.0 14.1 
Stop the Music ...... 10.3 
Mr. District Attorney. 8.0 Lawrence Welk 2.2 6.0 
Drew Pearson ....... 7.9 Family Hour of Stars. 1.9 9.1 
Roy Rogers ...... .. 4.4 
Mr. Chameleon ...... 7.8 Orig. Amateur Hour 4.3 8.6 
Fat Man siege, ee Band of America 2.6 ‘ae 
Curtain Time ........ 4a (No Sponsored Programs) 8.5 





=: 





BAB Maps Split from NAB in Yea 


Miller Plugs for 


Broadcast Advertising Bureau 
will be a self-sustaining body with- 
out financial support from the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
within a year, according to NAB 
prexy Justin Miller. Latter told 
a press conference last week that 
NAB will continue to aid BAB 
during the present reorganization 
period but that details of the sepa- 
ration are being worked out for 
BAB members to provide its finan- 
cial backing. 

BAB chief Maurice Mitchell said 
that the bureau, which has estab- 
lished offices in New York, has 
been going ahead “at full steam” 
and is completing its personal 
roster quickly. 
heading up its TV sector and Lee 
Hart will join its executive staff 
at the end of her vacation. Robert 


+ 


lr; 
Autonomous BMR 


Writers Guild Sets Up 
Web Talks on New Pacts 


Eastern region office of the Ra- 
dio Writers Guild will hold par- 
leys with its members at CBS, NBC 
and ABC in the next few weeks 
preparatory to entering into nego- 
tiations with the webs for new con- 
a Present pacts expire Sept. 
0. 

Demands will be formulated by 
the 75 news and continuity writers 





| who are covered by the staff con- 


Charles Batson is | 


M. McGredy, former sales manager , 


of WTOP, Washington, and WPAT, 
Paterson, N. J., has been added 
as an assistant director, assigned 
to the national spot field and spear- 
an activities in the chain store 


“There has been some discussion 
as to whether BAB should plug 
tele,” Mitchell said, “buf we feel 
that as long as we’re positive in 
pushing both AM and TV neither 
medium will suffer. However, we 
have met some skepticism on the 
Part of newspaper-owned stations 
because of our selling the value 
of broadcasting over the dailies, 
radio’s chief competition for the 
retailer’s dollar.” 

_ Discussing the precarious situa- 
tion of Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau, Judge Miller said that a 
solution to its problems should be 
found in establishing it alone the 
lines proposed for BAB. Making 
It independent of NAB, two-thirds 
of whose members are not BMB 


(Continued on page 36) 


Travelers’ Own 


Marshall Plan 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
teatshall Plan, junior grade, 
ad of europe Aug. 12. A plane 
lighte, prizes, ranging from cigaret 
— to washing machines, will 
is ay Tommy Bartlett and 
15 whigrome Travelers” troupe of 
ich will entertain GI's for 
em A yet-to-be-signed 
includ ay ag and film star will be 
town ic 2, the group. Joe E. 
appe Is scheduled for a London 
oppaauce With the show. 
en — will tape-record the 
will at GI participants, which 
variety Ollowed by a 45 minute 
Statesiq Show at each base. First 
recorded airing of the European- 
Sent, 5 Programs will be on NBC 
To gy , 
haps — against mechanical mis- 
Mechanic ary electrical and 
tied in ns es is being car- 
usape? of the junket is that the 
agent to used to allow a press 
9 accompany the party. 








| Mutual 


tracts. 


See D.C.'s WWDC 
Buying Cowles 
WOL for 3006 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

A deal will probably be signed 
this week for the sale of WOL, 
owned by the Cowles Broadcasting 
Co., to WWDC for a flat $300,000. 
The Mutual affiliation is taken 
over by WWDC but no agreement 
to extend the contract beyond its 
expiration next June is provided. 

It is understood that principal 
interest of WWDC, owned by 
Joseph Katz of the New York and 
Baltimore advertising agency, in 
acquiring the Cowles station, is the 
increased coverage it can get from 
WOL’s 5 kw operation on 1,260 ke. 
The highly prosperous 250 watter, 
town’s leading independent, is be- 
lieved to be quite satisfied with 
its present format and not seeking 
to change it. The present news 
contract by which WOL originates 
programs in Washington 





‘is not being assumed by WWDC. 


Contract calls for acquisition of 


all physical facilities, except 
television equipment with which 
Cowles was experimenting. WWDC 


will assume lease of WOL studios 


in Heurich building on K Street 
but hasn’t decided yet whether 
it will move in. Decision will 
likely hinge on disposition of 
WWDC facilities which must be 
sold under government duopoly 
reculations. Following FCC ap- 


proval, station will turn in WOL 
call letters and substitute its own. 
Same will go for WOL-FM. 

In acquiring WOL’s facilities, 
WWDC is buying a plant for con- 
siderably less than it could dupli- 
cate todav. Cowles invested near- 
ly $500.000 in AM and FM since 
it acquired WOL about four years 
ago. Some of the equipment 
would cost more today 

The Cowles firm taken a 
licking in its Washington radio 
venture. To obtain WOL it swap- 
ned the 5 kw WMT in Cedar Rap- 
ids. a CBS affiliate. which is one of 
the biggest moneymakers in Towa 
Gardner Cowles. who was domestic 

(Continued on page 36) 


has 


INDIE SPOT B 





The 
league baseball commitments, both 
in New York and around the coun- 
try, have been making much of the 
fact that, for an approximate 30 
weeks of the year, they’ve been 
copping all the daytime audiences, 
as evidenced by the Hoopers in the 
respective cities. 

For the first however, a 
great many of the stations are be- 
ginning to wonder whether it’s been 
worth it. The skepticism, particu- 
larly among the Gotham outlets 
carrying the Yankees, Giants and 
Dodgers games, stems from an 
awareness that it’s beginning to 
cost them money out of the station 
pocket. It was one thing to ride 
along with the regulation 2 to 5 
p. m. warmup and playing time. 

But with more and more games 
taking over the nighttime spectrum 
(with a record high established this 
season), the stations find they’ve 
been forced to cancel out regular- 


indie stations with major 


time, 


|ly scheduled commercials, particu- 


larly the lucrative spot business. 
Similarly the long games, stretch- 
ing into 14 and 15 innings,are prov- 
ing costly to the stations, since 
they’re committed to see them 
through. On the latter, WMGM, 
which carries the Dodger games, 
seems to have the advantage over 
the other stations, since it man- 
aged to bypass any such contractual 
obligation, signing off at 5 p. m., 
regardless, to make way for Ted 
Husing’s “Bandstand.” Those 
double-headers that run overtime 
the stations cry, are nothing short 
of murder in wiping out spot biz. 

; On the other hand, it’s the self- 
| same WMGM that takes the worst 
| nighttime beating among the Man- 
| hattan b.b, stations, in view of the 
|45-game Dodger nighttime sched- 
ule, including 21 home games alone. 
(St. Louis stations take the major 
rap, with practically half of the 
season’s games played under 
| lights.) 

WINS, which carries the Yankee 
games, is “stuck” with 36 nighttime 
| games, and WMCA, with its Giants 
‘coverage, has 38 after-dark home 
and away contests, an increase of 10 
over last season, meaning in all 
cases a cancellation of regular 
nighttime cagmercials and refund 
to clients, even though the latter 
benefit by a cuffo plug. 

Usually, in case of rain, the sta- 
tions manage to reschedule their 
commercial lineups to salvage a 
portion of the business, but this 
year, thus far, they haven't even 
been able to capitalize on that 
break. 


U. ef Cal. Campus 
Radio Goes Coml. 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
The campus-wired radio station 
at the U. of Southern California in 
Los Angeles, KTRO, which has an 








audience of 5,000 students, is plan- | 


ning to accept commercials next 


fall—to give experience and to de- | 


velop “intelligent sensibilities” in 
broadcast personnel. 

“We. with many others,” KTRO 
told the FCC last week, “are fre- 
quently given to denouncing vulgar 
commercialism and offensive radio 
practices. Such tirades are only 
lovely generalities, however, until 
they can be backed with experi- 
in good broadcasting and until 


ence 
we can prove to ourselves and 
others that good commercialism 


and what it is.” 

The station, which is operated 
for and by students” under fac- 
ulty supervision, requested that the 
Commission hold hearings on pro- 
posed erning low- 
over Campus stations. 


EXISTS 


regulations g0' 


ie 


- Femme Smokers, 


10 FRANKENSTEIN 








BEECHAM AS LONGHAIR 
WQXR DISK JOCKEY 


Sir Thomas Beecham, the Brit- 
ish conductor, will be a classical 
disk jockey on a transcribed series 


to be heard over WQXR, N. Y., 
this fall. The weekly airer, “Sir 
Thomas Beecham Turns the 


Tables,” was bought by the N. Y 
Times station from Towers of Lon- 


don, Ltd., with Oliver W. Nicoll 
representing Harry Alan Towers 
in Gotham. 

Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR’s 


exec veepee, and Mrs. Sanger, pro- 
gram director, now are in London 
to confer with Towers on the se 
Programs will be 55 minutes 
long and will feature music by 
chestras. Sir Thomas has con- 
ducted & well interviewed 
longhair celebs. Conductor ex- 
pects to use a light approach in 
his commentary, feeling that 
rious music need not necessarily 
be treated too seriously.” 


Italo Beer Yen, 


ries 


or- 


as 


“co. 





Show in Survey 


Several hitherto unsuspected 
facts—such as that Italian house- 
wives offer an excellent market 
for cigarets and that more Italian 
homes buy beer than wine—are 
revealed in a special study con- 
ducted for WOV, N. Y., by The 
Pulse. 

Survey differs from WOV’s pre- 
vious pantry inventory and similar 
studies in that it covers not only 
those products in the home on a 
given day but a careful record of 
purchases over a four-week period, 
Results are valuable to sponsors 
and agencies because they show 
the relative standing of various 
brands in the market and the fre- 
quency of purchase with greater 
accuracy than previous investiga- 
tions. Data on 600 products in 65 
classifications is included. 
| Figures show that Italian house- 
wives in the New York area buy 
15,000,000 packs of cigarets a 
month, exploding the misconcep- 
tion that this group of women 
doesn’t smoke. They also show 
that although 61% of Italian homes 
in the area buy wine, 73° buy 
| beer—11,000,000 bottles a week. 
| “The Italian-speaking people in 
| N. Y. are a big, rich and important 
market,” declared Ralph Weil, 
WOV manager. ‘National maga- 
zines hardly reach them. The 
single Italian-language daily in the 
city reaches only 20° of the 
women and because not all are 


(Continued on page 36) 


TWO-CITY HASSLE FOR 
OHIO STATION SETTLED 


Portsmouth, O., Aug. 2. 

The two-city, two-state hassle 
over rights for a radio station in 
Portsmouth is over, with local in- 
terests apparently carrying the 
day. Greater Huntington Radio 
Corp. last week withdrew its ap- 
plication asking same _ facilities 
sought by Portsmouth Broadcast- 
ing Co., the FCC announced. 

Both outfits had asked to oper- 
ate on 1.260 kc, one kw, unlimited 
time. Huntington firm, which 
operates WHTN, asked that its ap- 
plication be dismissed without 
prejudice. This the Commission 
has done, and at the same time 
the Portsmouth application was 
removed from the hearing docket, 
thus clearing the way for FCC ac- 
tion. 

No other applications competing 
with the Portsmouth proposal have 
been filed, the Commission said. 





| college 


it’s believed 


] WCAU Fumbles Penn Game Political 
KES AEATING Football as 5 Other Outlets Recover 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

U. « Pennsylvania grid games, 
for the pa l4 vears carried ex- 
clusively by WCAU, CBS affiliate, 
have been thrown open to all nine 


stations h So far KWY, WFIL, 
WIBG, WHAT WIP have ac- 
cepted the gridcasts, with WJMJ, 
WPEN and WDAS unavailable be- 
cause of other commitments. WCAU 


P | 
ana 


has been granted an extension of 


time to make up its mind, because 


Donald W. Thornburgh took over 
as station manager only Monday 
(1). 

Games will be sponsored bs At- 
lantic Refining, via W. W. Ayer, and 
the ONnsO) report dly says it 
won't pay for stations other than 
WCAU or, if the latter decides 
against carrying the gridcasts, 
whatever station it buys. It is be- 


lieved however, that the univer- 
sity itself will pay for time on other 
local outlets, using coin it receives 


from Atlantic for rights to the 
games. Stations would bill Ayer, 
with the agency deducting the 
charges from the payment to the 
university for broadcast rights. 
Reason for Penn's decision to 
make the grid airers available to 


all Philly stations reportedly is that 
prexy Haro:c E, Stassen, 
former governor of Minnesota, is 
raising funds for a $32,000,000 ex- 


expansion of the university and 
also has’ presidential ambitions. 
Several stations in the city have 
been after him to get the broad- 
casts, and rather than antagonize 
potential allies, it’s said, he de- 
cided the easiest way is to give 
everybody a crack at them. 

WPTZ has exclusive rights to 


televise the games this season, but 
that next year the 


' games will be opened to all three 


video outlets here. 


Hoover Stance 


OK'd by FCC 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

Reeommendations of the Hoover 
Commission affecting the Federal 
Communications Commission were 
given general endorsement by the 
FCC last week. Replying to a re- 
quest for its views from Chairman 
John J. McClellan (D., Ark.) of 
the Senate Committee on Expendi- 
tures, Acting FCC Chairman Rosel 
Hyde said his agency agrees that: 

1. Administrative responsibility 
be retained in the chairman. 


2. Commissioners be removable 
only for cause. 





3. Commissioners stay in office 
until a successor has been ap- 
| pointed. 


4. Salaries should be raised for 
members and staff heads. 

5. The Commission should be 
permitted to delegate routine mat- 
ters to the staff (authority already 
provided 

Hyde commented that in con- 
sidering for the Commis- 
sion, not enough emphasis is given 
the importance of its regulatory 
services. While FCC has only a 
personne! of 1.350, he said, it has 
responsibilities for such industries 
as radio and television which are 
vital to the welfare of the nation. 

Under the Hoover recommenda- 
tions, Commissioners would receive 
$17,500 a vear and the President 
would be empowered to pay the 
chairman $20,000 A bill has 
passed the House to pay members 


Salaries 


$16,000 and allow the chairman 
$18,000. 
Sen. McFarland (D., Ariz.) & 


hopeful of action this week by the 
Senate on his bill which would pay 
Commissioners $15.000 a year in 
stead of the present $10,000. Wha- 
Congress will finally come throug! 
with this session is anybody's gues: . 
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HE ETHEL MERMAN SHOW 
ith Miss Merman, Leon Janney, 
Allen Drake, Ethel Browning, 
Charles Webster, Santos Ortega, 
Arthur Q. Bryan 
Producer-director: Ken MacGregor 
Writers: Will Glickman, Joe Stein 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p. m. 
Sustaining ; 
WNBC, from New York 
Ethel Merman as 4a Broadway 
ersonality has achieved more than 
a share of attention with a musl- 


of stardom 


comedy background rc 
oing back almost 20 years. Thus 
t seemed a bright idea to Stal 


her in a first-person situational 
comedy airer. The execution 1S 
something else again. Chalk this 

as a missout. : 
ees is a show whose dramatic 
verbiage on its preem was nothing 
more than a scant framework for 
Miss Merman’s vocalisthenics. It is 
a script with a show business back- 
ground, whose characters include 
a male pianist friend, a floor-mop 
tycoon who is a prospective angel 
for a show to star Miss Merman, 
plus sundry others. In between, 
on this first show, Miss Merman 


sang such numbers as “Some En- | 


chanted Evening,” “Big Wonderful 
World” and, in her finale, the 
inevitable ‘No Business Like Show 
Business,” which she did in “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” Ostensibly the 
rogram is supposed to parallel 
Miss Merman’s career. ; 
The idea, also, is to give Miss 
Merman a chance to be flip, brash 
and generally consistent with the 
character that she has created for 
herself in the theatre. But it isn’t 
50 much the failure of Miss Mer- 
man to get over personally—de- 
spite her invariable off-pitch sing- 
ing, which she even kids herself. 
The fault lies, simply, in that 
there just isn’t any show. And 
the supporting people, consequent- 
ly, suffer, too. Kahn. 


MEET CORLISS ARCHER 

With Janet Waldo, Irene Tedrow, 
Fred Shields, Sam Edwards, 
Hans Conried; John Hiestand, 
announcer 

Script Supervisor: F. Hugh Herbert 

Producer: Tom McAvity 

30 Mins. Sun., 9 p.m. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT & POWER 
COs. 

CBS, from Hollywood 

(N. W. Ayer) 

Succeeding the ‘Earn Your Va- 


cation” giveaway show as summer | 


replacement for 
“Electric Theatre,” ‘Meet Corliss 
Archer” returns to the CBS net 
as a breezy comedy concoction for 
easy hot weather consumption. Of 
lightweight construction, this show 
skips brightly along its groove of 
amusing characterizations and 
comedy situations. Scripters occa- 
sionally err in trying to punch a 
snapper across too obviously, but 
show generally doesn’t strain in 
getting at the funny bone: 

Opening stanza (31) introduced 
the Archer family with Janet 
Waldo, as Corliss, standing out as 
the super-serious adolescent. Yarn 
revolved around the efforts of 
Corliss’ father (Fred Shields) and 
boy friend (Dexter Franklin) to 
wean her away from her latest 
whim to be an artist. All hands 
played skillfully with Hans Conried 
turning in a firstrate bit as a high- 
brow art instructor. Sketch, un- 
fortunately, wound up a bit limply 
after sustaining a crackling pace 
for most of the way. 

Plugs for the utility company 
were dignified. Herm. 


Helen Hayes’ 


REMEMBER THE DAY 
With Martha Deane; Dick Willard. 
45 Mins., Fri. (29), 10:15 a.m. 
Participating 
WOR, New York 

As a ogce-a-week feature on her 
Monday-Priday transcribed airer, 
Martha Deane, WOR’s women’s 


commentator, is offering her list- | 
eners a nostalgic series of 45-min-_ 


ute flashbacks to the years im- 
mediately following the end of 
World War I. 
programs 
motif was broadcast last Friday 
(29). Titled “Remember the Day,” 
the series has been broken 


— scheduled for Aung. 5 and 


-With Miss Deane as narrator, the 
{initial shot faded back to the sign- 
ing of the armistice in 1918 and 
was keynoted by recordings of 
tunes popuar at that time. Tail 
end of the broadcast was devoted 
to 1919 and also featured songs 
that were favorites then. On the 
whole, Miss Deane provided her 
listeners with some’ enjoyable 


oldies that throughout the years, 


have retained their original flavor. 
Besides the platters she also of- 
fered somed reminiscent chatter 
which pointed up the changes that 
have taken place since the early 
*20’s. 

Show is Miss Deane’s creation 
and Dick Willard, in addition to his 
announcing, -also lent a_ helpful 
hand in the proceedings. Re- 


mainder of the series will be de- 
voted to the Roaring Twenties. 


The first of the) 
following the memory | 


into | 
four segments with the remaining | 


MAKE BELIEVE TOWN 
With Virginia Bruce, Paul Dubov, 
| Colleen Collins, Rita Lynn, Ken 

Christy, Sylvia Simms; announ- 
cer, Johnny Jacobs 
Producer: Ralph Rose 
Directors: Rose, Frank Woodruff 
| Writers: Virginia Mullen, William 
| Alland 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

This half-hour series should 
please the distaff listeners with a 
number of techniques proven to 
entice the femmes. There’s a 
heavy emphasis on the glamor of 
Hollywood, with references. to 
stars, noted niteries and_ the 
“lights, camera, action” scenes 
that film fans dote on. There’s a 
potent dose of romance, with a 
good hardworking girl getting her 
man. And there’s the draw of 
actress Virginia Bruce introing the 
yarns and narrating between the 
acts. 

Each broadcast presents an in- 
dividual drama, which should get 
the housewives in the listening 
habit without the drawback of 
missing any action in case they 
skip a day. On Monday’s (1) preem, 
story was that of a high-pressure 
producer, supposedly resting in a 
hospital but actually tied up on 
a battery of phones as he preps 
a new pic. Name actress he wants 
for the production has walked out 
on him, but fortunately he falls 
in love with his Swedish-born 
nurse and inks her to a long-term 
contract both as his wife and star 
of his pix. Strictly from Cin- 
derella, but the stuff that soapers 
are made of. 

Scripting, while hokey, worked 
in some authentic details of the 
trade, such as banks not wanting 
to finance a comedy, tempera- 
mental talent complaining about 
roles, ete. Acting of Paul Dubov 
as the dynamic exec who succumbs 
to love and Colleen Collins as the 
Svensk nurse was good. Miss Bruce 
handled the hostess chore well, 
although her part was scripty and 
weighted with cliches. Bril. 


| 


| HOW’S BUSINESS? 

With Commerce Secretary Charles 
Sawyer, Senator Paul Douglas, 
Theodore Yntema 

30 Mins.; Sun., 1:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

| NBC, from Chicago 

| This special series of five “Uni- 

| versity of Chicago Round Table” 

| broadcasts is tackling some of the 


| tough problems being discussed in 
_ Washington and by the nation gen- 
erally. Produced by NBC in coop- 
/eration with Secretary of Com- 
‘merce Charles Sawyer, the airer 
‘deals with questions such as: Are 
'we facing a depression? What 
| should be done to expand business 
| activity? What’s the future for the 
/ small businessman? What’s behind 
the world trade crisis? 

| On the opener, in addition to 
Secretary Sawyer, the issues were 
mulled by Sen: Paul Douglas and 
| Theodore Yntema, veepee of Ford 
Motors. Discussion was frequently 
confusing, as it covered some tech- 
nical economic subjects and com- 
| plex business cycle theories. Too 
often the participants were more 
| interested in making their points 
| with each other than in explaining 
| them to listeners untutored in the 
intricacies of fiscal policies. 

| However, there was 
|}agreement on_ several 

| make it clear that the participants 
feel the U. S. is not headed for a 
| depression, but is merely witness- 
/Ing a recession. Also pointed up 
was the difference between the ad- 
ministration’s pump priming ap- 
proach and the curtailed federal 
expenditures policy advocated by 
the Ford topper. 

Despite its shortcomings, series 
should help listeners clarify their 
views on a number of national is- 
sues, such as taxes, wage boosts 
and aid to farmers. Bril. 








AL FGREST 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 7 p.m. 
TEN EYCK HOTEL 
WPTR, Albany 

Listenable, relaxing dinner 
music emanates from a Hammond 
organ in the Empire Room of the 
Ten Eyck hotel, Albany, on nightly 
broadcasts by Al Forest, who was 
at the console at the Ritz theatre 
in Albany during the silent film 
‘days and who has played hotel 
dates in recent years. He achieves 
|neat effects in programs that are 
varied. 
| Unfortunately, Forest had _ to 
| compete with clattering dishes. Ef- 
fect would likewise be enhanced if 
the announcing were done from the 
Empire Room rather thah by re- 
mote control. Room’s fine food 
and beautiful atmosphere are 
| plugged. Jaco. 


enough | 
points to! 


DAMON RUNYON THEATRE 

(“Blood Pressure’’) 

| With John Brown, Sheldon Leon- 
ard, Larry Dobkin, Luis van 
Rooten, Sandra Gould 

Producer: Vern Carstensen 

Director: Richard Sanville 

Writer: Russell Hughes 

30 Mins., Sat., 2:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 





Damon Runyon’s colorful yarns | 


about Broadway characters and 


° ° | 
hangers-on are the subject of this | 
with | 


bowed 
Saturday 


new. series, which 
“Blood Pressure” 
The characters have 
formed to radio fairly reliably and 
entertainingly, with their col- 
loquial,, flavorsome speech and 
somewhat melodramatic, theatrical 


(30). 


activities. Sometimes the scripting | 
are a little too| 
and cute, but for the | 


style and dialog 
colloquial 
most part the stuff has schmaltz 
to make an engaging half-hour. 
Opening show was well directed 
and performed, to augur well for 
the series. Open was interspersed 
with several public service pitches, 
for Savings Bonds, the police PAL 
league and Runyon’s own pet, the 
cancer drive. 
Opener was an 
who 


strong-arm man, 


mob frantic, 


cheat and 
scares the 


ing Broadway, the narrator-actor 
who will figure in all the episodes, 
was good in his role. Sheldon Leon- 
ard, as the big bruiser, Rusty 
Charlie, was excellent, and Sandra 
Gould made her brief bit as the 
wife tell. Bron. 


QUORUM CALL 

Rep. Barratt O’Hara, moderator 
Producer-director: Paul Green 
30 Mins., Sun., 4 p.m, 


LABOR’S LEAGUE FOR POLITI- | 


CAL EDUCATION 
WCFL, Chicago 

Chi’s A. F. of L. station beams 
into the Democratic listening audi- 
ence with this half-hour series 
transcribed in Washington and 
flown to WCFL each week, Dem. 
Congressmen talk of their bills and 


projects; exchange friendly pats on | 


the back, and do some fence mend- 
ing via the airwaves. 

Program opens and closes with 
the ringing of the Congressional 
summoning bell. Moderator Bar- 
ratt O’Hara, likewise a U. S. Rep- 
| resentative, then reads the roll call 
|of Chicago Congressmen, and calls 
|upon several to deliver reports on 
pending legislation. 

Program caught dealt with the 
Hoover Commission findings on 
federal expenditures. Cong. Wil- 
liam Dawson argued earnestly that 
Republicans weren’t the only ones 

|; who wanted to trim expenses. 
_Cong. Sid Yates, one of Washing- 
ton’s better golfers, described a 
golf match with Sen. Robert Taft. 

Tenor of show — to. present 
labor’s side in legislation—was ade- 
quately maintained. Speakers 
showed a minimum of bias against 
Republican opposition by stressing 
the affirmative aspects of their own 
case, rather than getting into per- 
sonalities and name-calling. 

| “Quorum Call” could be im- 
proved by lifting the heavy atmos- 
phere of mutual deference and 
bowing in favor of a lighter treat- 
ment. Likewise inserting some of 
the humorous side of Washington 
life would help to balance the for- 
mat. Mart. 





MAN ON THE FARM 

With Chuck Acree, emcee; Reggie 
Cross, various guests; George 
_ Menard, announcer 

| Writers:. Acree, Georgene O’Don- 
| neli 

Producer-director: Miss O’Donnell 
30 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 
Sustaining 

MBS, from Chicago 


‘Man on the Farm” is an audi- | 


ence participation show originating 
from an Illinois experimental farm. 
Previously heard only in the mid- 
west area, the half-hour airer 
joined the Mutual net Saturday 
(30) as a sustainer, but Quaker 
Oats picks up the tab as of Aug. 
27. Emcee Chuck Acree frames 
his queries around such _ bucolic 
teasers as “Do Holsteins give more 
milk than Jerseys?,” name an agri- 
cultural state whose crops rank 
high in soybeans and wheat, and 
similar stumpers. Successful con- 


been trans- | 


amusing yarn | 
about a bullying tough-guy, a dice | 


but who| 
knuckles under to the frail femme | 
who is his wife. John Brown, play- | 


CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 

With Janie Ford, John Reed King; 
Kenneth Roberts, announcer 

Director: Charles Harrell 

Producer: Bob Jennings 

30 Mins:; Sun., 9:30 p.m, 

Sustaining 

ABC, from N. Y. 


aways dimensions, “Chance of a 
Lifetime” rates as one of the big- 
gest shows on the air. And there’s 
hardly any other measuring rod 
applying to this type of airer. Show 
slugs hard with another stagger- 
ing array of prizes ranging from a 
couple of hundred 





pittance of a 
dollars to a $25,000 
furnished home Not much 


gram finesse is present or needed 


dialers who want their gambling 
instinct satisfied. 


| Under this show’s system of 


| shoveling out the gifts, studio par-| 


| ticipants have to pick out from an 


into 
the 


bell, the 
coin; if 


it’s a 
heavy 


prizes soar 
it’s a buzzer, 


hefty. On the initial show, one 
out of the four participants was a 


ticipants are given a chance to gam- 
ble their previous winnings against 


ond race to ring up another bell 
on the board. si 

Like other giveaways shows, it's 
virtually impossible for a partici- 
pant to miss winning a good share 
|of the giveaways. The initial 
brainteasers are geared to the I. Q. 
of the average dialer. In order to 
win the jackpot, however, dialers 
would have to know for example, 


ithe technical name of a_ two- 
humped camel which, of course, 
| narrowly cut down the chances of 
| winning. 


i As emcee, John Reed King con- 


near-hysteria. 
ences with shout, howls and a style 


Measured in terms of its give-| 


completedly | 
pro- 


with all this loot dangling before | 


electrical board three letters which | 
|ring either a bell or a buzzer. If | 


prizes are more moderate, but still | 


home listener who was contacted | 
via telephone. After selecting 
their first three letters, the par- 


a grand jackpot prize in a 10-sec-| 


ducts the quiz in an atmosphere of | 
He whips up audi-| 


P | 
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS 
With Barbara Eilers, Sam Edwards, 
Joseph Kearns, Myra Marsh, Bea 
Benadaret, Earle Ross; announ- 
cer, Owen James 
Producer: Dick Woollen 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| ABC, from Hollywood 
This is another situation comedy 
| based on the foibles of young Mar- 
ried couples. While it doesn’t 
reach the level of “Blondie” o, 
“Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet.” 
it is somewhat better than “Me 
and Janie” and “My Good Wife” 
two shows in the same genre which 
NBC preemed this summer 
Humor reprised a lot of the old 
standbys of similar stanzas, but 
Jean Holloway worked up an ef. 
fective script which cut back and 
forth from the bride’s-home to the 
groom’s abode on the morn of the 
wedding. Typically, the gal won- 
dered whether her future hubby 
| would snore while the latter wor- 
ried that his spouse might sleep 
with her hair in lethal curlers. 
Typically, the garrulous fathers 
were sympathetic toward the young 
man “facing a life sentence” 
while the mothers were weepy 
over “losing my darling child.” 
And typically, there was a young 
brat sister who thinks that cere- 
monies are “corny” and that sen- 
timent “stinks.” 
| Miss Holloway made 





good use 
of change of pace, inserting several 
flashbacks of tender  romantie 
| scenes. These gave the airer an 
added dimension of reality and 
were generally better scripted than 
the comic dialog. Acting of Bar- 


bara Eilers and Sam Edwards as 
the young couple was slick and 
the supporting roles, although 


caricatured, were capably handled. 
| Musical bridges displayed little 
originality, one obvious cue being 
a few bars of the “Wedding March” 
played with a trombone wha-wha 
fof comic effect. A minor tech- 
nical flaw was that the level on 
the audience mike was too low, 
which made the spectators’ laugh- 
ter seem thin. Bril. 


of laughing that’s usually heard on | 


“Inner Sanctum.” 
anything goes on the 
King’s approach fits 


show and 
the clime. 


| Vocalist Janie Ford delivers the | 
show’s theme song in a non-hyster1- | 


| cal manner. ; 
Currently, show is sustaining but 

| Bruner-Ritter, jewelers, pick up 

- tab beginning Sept. 4. Herm. 

} 

EXPENSE 
FARRELL 


Malley, announcer 
15 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 


Farrell, N. Y. World- Telegram 
reporter, to give a weekly spiel on 


government spending. Idea is 
good, and the series shapes up as 
‘eminently worthwhile, even if the 
opening session Saturday (30) was 
'more polemic than reporting. 

Farrell’s first several programs 





|Hoover report for 
_ various government bureaus in the 


|/name of economy and efficiency. | 
, Opener was therefore largely ex- | 


pository, explaining what the 
Hoover Commission was, its mem- 
| bers, its scope, the need of it, etc., 
| before getting down to the busi- 
/ness of discussing excessés in gov- 
ernment organization. 

Farrell speaks clearly, eagerly 
/and simply, in appealing, man-of- 
the-street fashion. Occasionally 
his enthusiasm for his cause makes 
‘him stutter or fluff, but otherwise 
|he’s definitely okay. He got off 
‘an occasional good phrase, as 
| when insisting on “whittling down 
the Washington swindle sheet.’ 
| He’s strongly back of the Hoover 
Report, giving both it and the 
‘former President great praise for 
|their aim in saving the taxpayer 
$3,000,000,000 a year in waste and 


inefficiency. Government organiza- | 


tion is disordered, ineffectual, 
Farrell claims; a thorough reor- 
ganization is imperative. 
Ex-President Hoover, in a tran- 
scribed special message, commend- 
ed the series, to give it added 
stature. If Farrell sticks to re- 
porting the facts, instead of his 
occasional preachment, it will be 
an excellent series. Bron, 


testants carried off awards rang- | 


ing from $100 in cash to fishing 
reels and steak knives. 

Format was a breezy one that 
featured an occasional nostalgic 


tune in the layout to bring about | 
Besides their | 
vicarious interest in the contest- | 


a change of pace. 


ants’ progress, listeners also have 
a chance to vie for a vacuum 
cleaner by mailing four-line jingles 
for Acree to toss at studio guests. 
On the whole it’s a meritorious 
program that packs a wide appeal 
to rural audiences, yet it is brisk 
enough to capture a slice of urban 
| dwellers, Gilb, 


MUSIC MEMORANDUM 
With Frederick Lloyd 
9:00 a.m., 15 mins., Mon. -thru-Fri. 
Sustaining 
KOMO, Seattle 

This record-show strip. with 
Frederick Lloyd (Lloyd Bloom) is 
a pleasant cntry in the morning 
sweepstakes for hausfrau listening, 
lifted out of the routine with a 
| judicious use of verse as tune in- 
troductions. Music is chiefly on the 
nostalgic and ballad side, and mid- 
way Bloom fills in with program 
in tes on other KOMO programs, A 
) nice job all around, 


ACCOUNT - FRANK | 
With Farrell; Herbert Hoover; Ted | 


WOR, N. Y., has pacted Frank | 


| will be based on the recent Herbert | 
streamlining | 


But virtually | 


AND YET NOT FREE 

With Arnold Moss, Everett Sloane 

Writer: Alvin Boretz 

Producer: Ted Hudes 

Director: Mitchell. Grayson 

| 15 Mins.; Wed. (27), 10:15 p.m. 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE AN DIS- 
PLACED PERSONS 


—* 


WMCA, N. Y. 
Prepared by the Citizens Com- 
mittee on Displaced Persons, 


“And Yet Not Free” is another in 
a series of transcribed drama 
which urges Congress to re-ex- 
amine its existing DP entry act. 
While most of the salient reasons 
why DP’s should receive more con- 
sideration is contained in_ this 
airer, the stanza is not quite as 
orceful as the Committee’s pre- 
‘vious documentaries on this sub- 
ject. 

Deficiencies of the law are 
brought out in a discussion be- 
| tween a government DP camp 
worker and an inmate. Script is 
marked by frequent references to 
the 1620 Mayflower Pact, the 
Constitution’s preamble as well as 
a Lincolnian quotation, in order to 
show America was founded on a 
policy of admitting free men. How- 
ever, in citing historical prece- 
_dents, the program tended to neg- 
| lect more pressing contemporary 
issues. . 

Recording of President Truman § 
| voice, taken from one of his ad- 
dresses to Congress, helped sum 
‘up the current situation. He 
| branded the plight of DP’s as @ 
|“world tragedy” and added that 
these people would bring “strength 
and energy to the nation” were 
proper legislation for their admit- 
‘tance passed. Arnold Moss and 
Everett Sloane topped the small 
east while John Gart’s original 
_music formed effective bridges. 


Guo. 





| 


1 
| 
‘ 





| 


BREAKFAST GANG 
| With Mel Ventner, Polly Lawrence, 
Lyle Bardo Orch, others 
Producer-Director: Mel Ventner 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 7:15 a-™ 
| Participating . 
| KFRC, San Francisco 
The technique of devising a pro- 
‘gram acceptable to early hour 
‘rural listeners is a_ challenge 
‘usually fumbled by producers, who 
| generally either over-corn their of- 
ferings or else gravitate to extreme 
opposite direction to give dry-as- 
| dust copy that leaves the field . 
potential listeners completely col. 
In the “Breakfast Gang’ a 
‘enough of straight entertainment, 
'with overtones of comedy, is com 
'bined with plain but useful data 
‘to be provocative of habit-forming 
‘listening. Unsolicited mail reac- 
‘tion to program from small tows. 
/and farms indicates a repeal aU a 
| ence that responds to the easy, er 
rehearsed material that is providee, 
| with the live music by the 12-piece 
_Lyle Bardo combo, some of it o 
| (Continued on page 39) 
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‘Hooper's Top 15 and the Opposition il! 


(July 30) 
Sponsored Total Network 
Network Compe- 
Competition tition 

Program Hooperating NBC Symphony 3.8 10.6 
Walter Winchell 15.5 (No Sponsored Programs) 7.0 
Horace Heidt i 10.5 Johns-Manville News Ue 6.6 
This Is Your F.B.I..... 9.8 Sam Spade 8.0 12.9 
Stop the usic cocos 9.8 NBC Symphony ..... 3.8 

Pipn @: HUME . ..csces i 6.3 
Mr. Keen ........ ea ee Johns-Manville iy 
Louella Parsons ..... 8.5 NBC Symphony ...... 3.8° 10.6 
Our Miss Brooks ..... 8.4 Album Familiar Music 4.1 10.8 
Take It or Leave It.. 8.1 Jimmie Fidler ....... 6.4 10.0 
Crime Photographer .. 8.0 Name the Movie ..... 2.3 8.7 
Sam Spade .......... 8.0 Stop the Music ...... 6.0 14.1 

Stop the Music ...... 10.3 
Mr. District Attorney. 8.0 Lawrence Welk ...... 2.2 6.0 
Drew Pearson ....... 7.9 Family Hour of Stars. 1.9 9.1 

BOY Rogere cw. isk, 4.4 
Mr. Chameleon ...... 7.8 Orig. Amateur Hour 4.3 8.6 
Fat Man cccoee 10 Band of America 2.6 1.2 
_ Curtain | Time bts aN 7.5 __ (No Sponsored Programs) — 8.5 








BAB Maps Split from NAB in Year: 


Miller Plugs for 


Broadeast Advertising Bureau * 
will be a self-sustaining body with- 
out financial support from the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
within a year, according to NAB 
prexy Justin Miller. Latter told | 
a press conference last week that 
NAB will continue to aid BAB 
during the present reorganization 
period but that details of the sepa- 
ration are being worked out for 
BAB members to provide its finan- 
cial backing. 

BAB chief Maurice Mitchell said 
that the bureau, which has estab- 
lished offices in New York, has 
been going ahead “at full steam” 
and is completing its personal 
roster quickly. Charles Batson is | 
heading up its TV sector and Lee 
Hart will join its executive staff 
at the end of her vacation. Robert 
M. McGredy, former sales manager 
of WTOP, Washington, and WPAT, 
Paterson, N. J., has been added 
as an assistant director, assigned 
to the national spot field and spear- 
ae activities in the chain store 


“There has been some discussion 
as to whether BAB should plug 
tele,” Mitchell said, “buf we feel | 
that as long as we're positive in ' 
pushing both AM and TV neither 
medium will suffer. However, we 
ave met some skepticism on the 
part of newspaper-owned stations 
because of our selling the value 
of broadcasting over the dailies, 
radio’s chief competition for the 
retailer’s dollar.” 

Discussing the precarious situa- 
tion of Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau, Judge Miller said that a 
solution to its problems should be 
found in establishing it alone the 
lines Proposed for BAB. Making 
it independent of NAB, two-thirds 
of whose members are not BMB 


(Continued on page 36) 


Travelers’ Own 


Marshall Plan 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
tentatshall Plan, junior grade, 
a, Europe Aug. 12. A plane 
—" prizes, ranging from cigaret 
— te washing: machines, will 
~ mupany Tommy Bartlett and 
uy elcome Travelers” troupe of 
zo o_ will entertain GI’s for 
ol eeks. A yet-to-be-signed 
inelua ginger and film star will be 
“ge in the group. Joe E. 
anpe is scheduled for -a London 
arance with the show. 
show wvelers” will tape-record the 
will be wae GI participants, which 
variet ollowed by a 45 minute 
ttatesiae oO’, at each base. First 
recorded airing of the European- 
Senet Programs will be on NBC 


ha ry against mechanical mis- 

Mechanj necessary electrical and 

ied in tript equipment is being car- 
plicate, 








Ri 
usivley of the junket is that th 
refused to allow a eee 
© accompany the party. 


gent t 


Autonomous BMR 


Writers Guild Sets Up 
Web Talks on New Pacts 


Eastern region office of the Ra- 
dio Writers Guild will hold par- 
leys with its members at CBS, NBC 
and ABC in the next few weeks 
preparatory to entering into nego- 
tiations with the webs for new con- 
tracts. Present pacts expire Sept. 
30. 

Demands will be formulated by 
the 75 news and continuity writers 
who are covered by the staff con- 
tracts. 


See D.C.’s WWDC 
Buying Cowles — 
WOL for 3006 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
A deal will probably be signed 
this week for the sale of WOL, 
owned by the Cowles Broadcasting 
Co., to WWDC for a flat $300,000. 
The Mutual affiliation is taken 
over by WWDC but no agreement 
to extend the contract beyond its 

expiration next June is provided. 
It is understood that principal 
interest of WWDC, owned by 
Joseph Katz of the New York and 
Baltimore advertising agency, in 
acquiring the Cowles station, is the 
increased coverage it can get from 








WOL’s 5 kw operation on 1,260 ke. | 


The highly prosperous 250 watter, 
town’s leading independent, is be- 


‘lieved to be quite satisfied with 


its present format and not seeking 
to change it. The present news 
contract by which WOL originates 
Mutual programs in Washington 


‘is not being assumed by WWDC. 


Contract calls for acquisition of 
all physical facilities, except 
television equipment with which 
Cowles was experimenting. WWDC 
will assume lease of WOL studios 
in Heurich building on K Street 
but hasn’t decided yet whether 
it will move in. Decision will 
likely hinge on disposition of 
WWDC facilities which must be 
sold under government duopoly 
regulations. Following FCC ap- 
proval, station will turn in WOL 
call letters and substitute its own. 
Same will go for WOL-FM. 

In acquiring WOL’s facilities. 
WWDC is buying a plant for con- 
siderably less thon it could dupli- 
cate todav. Cowles invested near- 
ly $500.000 in AM and FM since 
it acquired WOL about four years 
ago. Some of the equipment 
would cost more today. 

The Cowles firm has taken a 
licking in its Washington radio 
venture. To obtain WOL it swap- 
ned the 5 kw WMT in Cedar Rap- 
ids. a CBS affiliate. which is one of 
the biggest money makers in Towa 
Gardner Cowles. who was domesti 

(Continued on page 36) 


SPOT 
tant 


indie sta 





rT" 
ihe ions with major 


league baseball commitments, both 


in New York and around the coun- 


try, have been making much of the 
fact that, for an approximate 30 
weeks of the year, they’ve been 


copping all the daytime audiences, 
as evidenced by the Hoopers in the 
respective cities. 

For the first time, however, a 
great many of the stations are be- 
ginning to wonder whether it’s been 
worth it. The skepticism, particu- 
larly among the Gotham outlets 
carrying the Yankees, Giants and 
Dodgers games, stems from an 
awareness that it’s beginning to 
cost them money out of the station 
pocket. It was one thing to ride 
along with the regulation 2 to 5 
p. m. warmup and playing time 

But with more and more games 
taking over the nighttime spectrum 
(with a record high established this 
season), the stations find they’ve 
been forced to cancel out regular- 

|ly scheduled commercials, particu- 
larly the lucrative spot business. 
Similarly the long games, stretch- 
ing into 14 and 15 innings,are prov- 


ing costly to the stations, since 
they’re committed to see them 
through. On the latter, WMGM, | 


which carries the Dodger games, | 
seems to have the advantage over | 


the other stations, since it man- 
aged to bypass any such contractual 
obligation, 
regardless, to make way for 
Husing’s “Bandstand.” Those 
double-headers that run overtime 
the stations cry, are nothing short 
of ‘murder in wiping out spot biz. 
On the other hand, it’s the self- 
'same WMGM that takes the worst 
| nighttime beating among the Man- 
| hattan b.b, stations, in view of the 
|45-game Dodger nighttime sched- 
‘ule, including 21 home games alone. 


(St. Louis stations take the major 
rap, with practically half of the 
season’s games played under 
Ip oes 


WINS, which carries the Yankee 

| games, is “stuck” with 36 nighttime 
| games, and WMCA, with its Giants 
‘coverage, has 38 after-dark home 
and away contests, an increase of 10 
over last season, meaning in all 
cases a cancellation of regular 
nighttime cogamercials and refund 
to clients, even though the latter 
benefit by a cuffo plug. 

Usually, in case of rain, the sta- 
tions manage to reschedule their 
commercial lineups to salvage a 
portion of the business, but this 
year, thus far, they haven’t even 
been able to capitalize on that 
break. 


U. ef Cal. Campus 
Radio Goes Com!. 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
The campus-wired radio station 
at the U. of Southern California in 
Los Angeles, KTRO, which has an 
audience of 5,000 students, is plan- 
accept commercials next 





ning to 


fall—to give experience and to de- | 


velop “intelligent sensibilities” in 
broadcast personnel. 

“We. with many others,” KTRO 
told the FCC last week, “are fre- 
quently given to denouncing vulgar 
commercialism and offensive radio 
Such tirades are only 
lovely generalities, however, until 
thev can be backed with experi- 
ence in good broadcasting and until 
prove to and 
others that good 
exists. and what it is.” 

The station, which is operated 
“for and by students’ under fac- 
ulty supervision, requested that the 
Commission hold hearings on pro- 
posed regulations §0% erning low- 
\ po campus stations. 


practices. 


ourselves 
commercialism 


we can 


signing off at 5 p. m., | 
Ted | 





WCAU Fumbles Penn Game Political 





BEECHAM AS LONGHAIR 
WQXR DISK JOCKEY 


Sir Thomas Beecham, the Brit- 
conductor, will be a classical 
disk Jockey on a transcribed series 
to be heard over WQXR, N. Y., 
this fall. The weekly airer, “Sir 
Thomas Beecham Turns the 
Tables,’ was bought by the N. Y. 
Times station from Towers of Lon- 
don, Ltd., with Oliver W. Nicoll 
representing Harry Alan Towers 
in Gotham 

Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR'’s 
exec veepee, and Mrs. Sanger, pro- 
gram director, now are in London 
to confer with Towers on the se 
ries. Programs will be 55 minutes 
long and will feature music by or- 
chestras. Sir Thomas has con- 
ducted #& well as interviewed 
long celebs Conductor ex- 
pects to use a light approach in 
his commentary, feeling that 
rious music need not necessarily 
be treated too seriously.” 


© 1 
isn 


hair 


*“se- 


Italo Beer Yen, 
Femme Smokers, 
Show in Survey 


Several hitherto unsuspected 
facts—such as that Italian house- 
wives offer an excellent market 
for cigarets and that more Italian 
homes buy beer than wine—are 
revealed in a special study con- 
ducted for WOV, N. Y., by The 
Pulse. 

Survey differs from WOV’s pre- 
vious pantry inventory and similar 


TING Football as 5 Other Outlets Recover 


Pl delphia, Aug. 2. 
U. of Pennsylvania grid games, 
for the past 14 vears carried ex- 


clusively by WCAU, CBS affiliate, 
been thrown open to all nine 
So far KWY, WFIL, 


have 


Stations here 


WIBG, WHAT and WIP have ac- 
cepted the gridcasts, with WJMJ, 
WPEN and WDAS unavailable be- 


ier commitments. WCAU 
an extension of 


cause Ot ot 


has been granted 


time to make up its mind, because 
Donald W. Thornburgh took over 
as station manager only Monday 
(1 

Games e sponsored by At- 
lantic Refining, via iW. W. Ayer, and 
the sponsor reportedly says it 
won't pay f tations other than 
WCAU or, if the latter decides 
against carrying the gridcasts, 
whatever station it buys. It is be- 
lieved however, that the univer- 


sity itself will pay for time on other 


local outlets, using coin it receives 
from Atlantic for rights to the 
games. Stations would bill Ayer, 
with the agency deducting the 
charges from the payment to the 
university for broadcast rights. 
Reason for Penn’s decision to 
make the grid airers available to 


all Philly stations reportedly is that 


college prexy Haro:a E,. Stassen, 
former governor of Minnesota, is 
| raising funds for a $32,000,000 ex- 
expansion of the university and 
also has presidential ambitions. 
Several stations in the city have 
been after him to get the broad- 
casts, and rather than antagonize 
potential allies, it’s said, he de- 
cided the easiest way is to give 
everybody a crack at them. 

WPTZ has exclusive rights to 
televise the games this season, but 
it’s believed that next year the 


studies in that it covers not only | 


those products in the home on a 
given day but a careful record of 
purchases over a four-week period, 
Results are valuable to sponsors 
and agencies because they show 
the relative standing of various 
brands in the market and the fre- 
quency of purchase with greater 


accuracy than previous investiga- | 


tions. 
classifications is included. 

Figures show that Italian house- 
wives in the New York area buy 
15,000,000 packs of cigarets a 


month, exploding the misconcep- 
tion that this group of women 
doesn’t smoke. They also show 


that although 61% of Italian homes 
in the area buy wine, 73° buy 
| beer—11,000,000 bottles a week. 

| “The Italian-speaking people in 
| N. Y. are a big, rich and important 
market,” declared Ralph Weil, 
WOV manager. “National maga- 
zines hardly reach them. The 
single Italian-language daily in the 
city reaches only 20° of the 
women and because not all are 


(Continued on page 36) 


TWO-CITY HASSLE FOR 
OHIO STATION SETTLED 


Portsmouth, O., Aug. 2 

The two-city, two-state hassle 
over rights for a radio station in 
Portsmouth is over, with local in- 
terests apparently carrying the 
day. Greater Huntington Radio 
Corp. last week withdrew its ap- 
plication asking same facilities 
sought by Portsmouth Broadcast- 
ing Co., the FCC announced. 

Both outfits had asked to oper- 
ate on 1,260 ke, one kw, unlimited 
time. Huntington firm, which 
operates WHTN, asked that its ap- 
plication be dismissed without 
prejudice. This the Commission 
has done, and at the same time 
the Portsmouth application was 
removed from the hearing docket, 
thus clearing the way for FCC ac- 
tion. 

No other applications competing 
with the Portsmouth proposal have 
been filed, the Commission said. 





Data on 600 products in 65 | 


tions, Commisst 


games will be opened to all three 
video outlets here. 


Hoover Stance 


OK'd by FCC 


Washington, Aug. 2. 

Reeommendations of the Hoover 
Commission affecting the Federal 
Communications Commission were 
given general endorsement by the 
FCC last week. Replying to a re- 
quest for its views from Chairman 
John J. McClellan (D., Ark.) of 
the Senate Committee on Expendi- 
tures, Acting FCC Chairman Rosel 
Hyde said his agency agrees that: 

1. Administrative responsibility 
be retained in the chairman. 

2. Commissioners be removable 
only for cause. 

3. Commissioners 
until a successor 
pointed. 

4. Salaries should be raised for 





stay in office 
has been ap- 


members and staff heads. 
5. The Commission should be 
permitted to delegate routine mat- 


ters to the staff (authority already 


provided 


Hyde commented that in con- 
sidering salaries for the Commis- 
sion, not enough emphasis is given 
the importance of its regulatory 
services. While FCC has only a 
personnel of 1,350, he said, it has 


responsibilities for such industries 


as radio and television which are 
vital to the welfare of the nation. 
Under the Hoover recommenda- 


rs would receive 


yne 


$17,500 a year and the President 
would be empowered to pay the 
chairman $20,000 A bill has 


passed the House to pay members 


$16.000 and allow the chairman 
$18,000. 
Sen. McFarland (D., Ariz.) i 


action this week by the 
Senate on his bill which would pa» 
Commissioners $15.000 a year in 
stead of the present $10,000. Wha’ 
Congress will finally come throug! 
with this session is anybody's gues:. 


hopeful ot 





Wednesday, August 3, 1949 




















records 
for you. 
You'll see 
what we 


mean. 





















































——— 


uk 
’ 
| 
{ 
4 
4 


| 
On Sunday night, Laigi spent a half hour with some " 
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e illion friends... He could have 
put in 
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for you! 


“LIFE WITH LUIGI” is a: hit be- 
cause it’s produced by the team 
that made “MY FRIEND IRMA” 
one of Radio’s all-time great buys. 
As Radio’s top availability today, LUIGI 
has the kind of audience size and critical 
acclaim that money can’t buy...and the kind 
of value that money can. If you haven’t 


heard LUIGI lately you ought to.* 


ONS another CBS 


PACKAGE 
PROGRAM 


delivering the 





biggest values 





an Radio. 
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TV Allocations Hearing Put Of: 
Doubt If Freeze Can Be Lifted in “49 
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for t id strat 
¥ cole mee 
t ( ad intz 
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a t Ss is @he 
¢ It VI statinna 
S ti Ti A BC 
told t Commission the 
ri too many complications and 
D ice a “disjointed system 
Tr es more VHF channe 
t issigned for cities whicl 
been given UHF, making 
T ary or set owners to 
adaptors to tune in the nev ta- 
tions which would be provid 
The web thinks its plan 
accomplished by squeezing m 
VHF stations from one chann 
through the use of di rections 
t mitting antennas. by itiz 
a tion’s signal to the needs of 
its area, and by employing othe 
engineering aids. So anietand 


does ABC regard the problem tha 
if suggested the Commission devote 


the initial hearings to it befére 
proceeding with specific alloca- 
tions. 


In postponing its hearings. the 
Commission also extended from 
Aug. 8 to Aug. 26 the deadline for 
filing comments on the allocations 
and from Aug. 19 to Sept. 12 for 
submitting counterproposals. 


SHOWCASE SPONSOR 





FOR ‘SURPRISE THEATRE’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
NBC’s KNBH will handle telens- 
ing of the William Morris agency 
package, “Surprise Theatre,” for 
13 weeks. Program will be dif- 
ferent each week. Agency is pre- 


senting show in order to get kine- 
scope for sponsor. presentation 
Morris office will pay costs fo 
kine while KNBH will stand all 
other injuries. 

First show, starring Pinky Lee 


is slated for Aug. 10 telensing. 
Following layouts will feature ZaSu 


Pitts. Billie Burke, Bela Lugosi 
Sterling Holloway, hs Brende}. 
Moro and Yaconelli, Weaver Bros 


and Fiviry and ly yo ruire. 


Oboler’s New Show 


Holiywood, Aug. 2 
Arch Oboler will do a 30-minute 





dramatic television show over 
KLAC-TV, starting this fall. Pro 
gram will be Cinemascoped fo: 
presentation here as well as in 
other markets. MCA is handlin 


the package. 

Oboler show will be given eight 
hours in the studios where it will 
b: Cinemascoped on a closed cil 


cuit and edited to 30-minutes for 
telensing. Martha Scott has been 
set for the initialer which wil! bs 


put on film this week. Different 
top role thesps will be used each 
week 


Hodges’ WLW. T Show 


Cincinnati. Aug. 2 

Paul Hodges, a rejoiner of 
Crosley staff after a two-year fling 
with WEWS, Cleveland, this week 
Jaunched a series of evening 15- 
minute shows on WLW-T. with 
“Paul's Place” tabbing for lunch- 
viagon locale. 

On ‘previous Crosley stints 
Hodges did man-on-the-street pick- 
ups for WLW at train and bus de- 
pots here and abtso for piping from 
New York’s Pennsylvania Siation. 


the 





FCC’ s ) Cater beg 


mission allec 9 
submit color da ta Th lese were 
Capehart - Farnsworth C 
Don Lee Du} Mont Labs., 


mount Television 
- bo > 74 
4 vv . 


nducted \ >| 
WMAP- 
be rebroa d- 


of color-casts from 
Baltimore, to 
st by WMAI+s«TV, Washing- 
ton Authority for the 
s recently granted by the 
along with permission to 
and RCA to try their 
fems on commercial sta- 
ons 


oF CC Upheld On 
Par Tele Bids 


Washington, Aug. 2. 


The U. S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia yesterday 
(1) upheld FCC policy in holding 
up the application of Paramount 
Pictures for a television station in 
Detroit. Commission delay in pro- 
cessing Par’s application, the court 
said. was ‘‘amply justified” by the 
problem before the agency when 
permits were being handed out, 
namely, how many stations Par 
should be allowed to own. 

“We conclude,” said the court, 
“that the failure of the Commis- 
sion to consider appellant's (Par’s) 


tests 








application in its normal routine 
turn was not arbitrary or capri- 
cious but was within permissive 


administrative discretion.” 

Par’s subsidiary, United Detroit 
Theatres Corp., claimed FCC fail- 
ure to pass on its application final- 
lv resulted in all but one of the 
Detroit channels being assigned 
and UDTC being thrown into a 
competitive hearing for the re- 
maining frequency, which is now 
frozen. 

The court opinion asserted that 
since 1945 the Comrpmission has 
been trying to determine which of 
numerous TV applicants in Holly- 
wood, San Francisco, Boston, Pitts- 
burgh, Chicago, Dallas, Cincinnati 
and Passaic were Par subsidiaries 
and which five (‘the maximum 
permitted one licensee) the picture 
firm wished to prefer. 

Under a proposed FCC decision 
which holds that Par’s 28° inter- 
est in DuMont constitutes control, 
Paramount would be denied any 
additional station. It now has TV 
outlets in Los Angeles and Chi- 
cago. DuMont has stations in New 
York, Washington and Pittsburgh. 





‘Vanity Fair’ Optioned 
By Weintraub Agency 


Weintraub agency has optioned 
Dorothy Doan’s “Vanity Fair” 
on CBS television for the 
upcoming season. Agency ex- 
pects to line up five separate 
clients to bankroll the half-hour 
distaff program each day of its 
cross-the-board spread. 

Now on a summer hiatus, “Fair” 
is expected to return about Sept. 
5. Formerly aired from noon to 
12:30 p.m., it will be moved into a 
late afternoon spot, probably from 
4:15 to 4:45. 


show 


GARRY MOORE VICE 
TEX-JINX ‘PREVIEW’? 





Garry Moore may star in his 
own half-hour television show for 
lip Morris cigaret as a re- 
I ment for the Te: ax Me eCrary- 
Jinx Falkenburg “Preview” show. 
r ++ ‘ = = ‘ e = NI i 
g 3S-TV 1€ 
] f 3-week 
e t a “4 , 
g re d the e for th 
ggie fir ants to put Moore ir 
M r ted su neg 
zmaster on 
. Ur i ave It 
“ s f Eddie Can 
[ guested on Lanny 
S Sho via NBC- TV 
C g his recent s nN. Y. and 
3 execs beli he can be built 
9 a standout TV personality. 





Zenith Giving 
Go-Ahead Sign 


To Phonevision 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Zenit prex Commander Eu- 
“ F. McDonald, Jr., hailed 
f evision as a ripe melon which 
bring fat profits to tele sta- 


tions. film producers, 
ters and TV 


a eee. 2 
ee + ¢ 
onaia 


sports pro- 
set manufacturers. 
‘pay as you go” device 
given the go-ahead last week 
ith formal signing of a pact be- 
tween Zenith and its new sub- 
sidiary TECO (Television Enter- 
tainment Corp.), which will handle 
oe motion and licensing of: Phone- 
vis ion. 

Zenith will license other manu- 
facturers to include Phonevision in 
their sets, and claimed that any TV 
set now in existence can be modi- 
fied to receive Phonevision by add- 
ing $10 worth of tubes. TECO will 
be a clearinghouse for the phone 
companies, entertainment _ pro- 
ducers and the stations. 

Phonevision device is one that 
will carry entertainment oyer tele- 
phone wires into subscriber sets 
and block off non-subscribers by 
means of a coding arrangement. 
Phonevision subscribers pay only 
for what programs they order 


through the phone company, cur- | 


rently pegged at $1 per show, and 
are charged on their phone bills 
later. 

McDonald pointed out 
Zenith wouldn't overlap its func- 
tions with the newly formed TECO. 
“Zenith is not in the 
ment business,” he said. “Neither 
will TECO have any rights to man- 
ufacture or license Phonevision or 
TV sets. Zenith will do the licens- 
ing of Phonevision to other set 
manufacturers.” 

McDonald said that Zenith was 
already in contact with other set 
companies wanting licenses to in- 
clude Phonevision equipment in 
their sets. 


CHI ACTS TO EASE 
LOGJAM ON KINE 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

ABC-TV has set up kinescoping 
facilities in its central division 
studios here and net insiders be- 
lieve that as much as four days’ 
time will be saved from the cur- 
rent New York setup for tele out- 
lets taking- the kine shows from the 
net. 

Net shows at present are kine- 
scoped in New York, processed 
there and then shipped out to sub- 
scriber-stations. Because there's a 
reported log jam among the N. Y. 
film processors ABC-TV has asked 
for bids from Chi outfits. Test 
made Friday (29) on ‘Fun for the 
Money” hasn’t been adjudged yet, 
and hence no starting date on a 
regular schedule of kine from here 
has been set. 

WENR-TYV, ABC-TV’s owned and 
operated outlet here, is planning 
on an additional four to five hours 
of programming daily as soon as 
the kine deal starts on a regular 
basis. Move will permit the sta- 
tion to take more New York orig- 


inations, as well as build more lo- 
, cal shows, 





that | 


entertain- | 
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Educational B’casting Sees Threat In 
General Expansion of TV, FM & Fax 





WLW-T Doubles Sponsors 
During First Half of 49 


Cincinr nati Z 
Croslev B icasting Co ». re- 
a doubling of advertisers on 
> 4 ~ 
urosT y = ) oO 
WLW-I MUP Lis 
he veal wnen jailv alrings aver- 
d five hours and 40 minutes 
Biggest gain was in local adver- 
sigg gain : 
4 . ‘ g “vam 16 
tisers, the number jumping from 16 
an : a Bate 
in January to 50 in June for spot 


announcements, programs and par- 
ticipations. Excluding spots, com- 
mercial hours during the six 
months increased from 17 hours, 
44 minutes per week, to 34 hours, 
35 minutes. a 

Telecast hours increased from 65 
hours and 34 minutes to 80 hours 
and three minutes per week, in- 
cluding test patterns. The station's 
research department notes that 
kinescope and network show hours 
doubled, as did remote hours, with 
baseball bringing the total of local 
non-studio time to 13 hours and 
55 minutes in June. 


Coast Union Meet 
On TV Conti 


mules 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Indications are that 80 reps of 
eight unions will continue meetings 
here late into this week in at- 
tempts to reach jurisdictional 
agreement on divvying TV power 
among organized talent unions. 
Conclave, being held here at invi- 
tation of Screen Actors Guild, 
started Saturday (30! SAG ap- 
pears determined to maintain con- 
trol over acting on film, with that 
stand apparently key to any agree- 
ment. 

Chief item of discussion has 
been the so-called “President's 
Plan,” which calls for creation of 
television authority by all eastern 
taient unions, with SAG coming in 
on either partnership or joint 
venue basis that would continue 
its control over film acting. East- 
ern union reps spent almost all day 
Monday (1), mulling over this plan 
and others. 


Jarrett, Lewis Snarled 
When AFM Puts Scripps’ 
Stations on Unfair List 


Cincinnati, Aug. 2. 

Scripps-Howard stations here 
are on the American Federation of 
Musicians’ unfair list. Ban was 
put into effect Saturday (30) after 
Mortimer C. Watters, general man- 
ager, failed to agree with union 
ruling that four musicians, at 
weekly 12-hour scale of $100. be 
engaged for WCPO-TV four days 
after its commercial video bow. 
As a result of the dispute, Art 
| Jarrett and Ai Lewis, AFM mem- 
bers, were dropped as staffers. Jar- 
rett, former band singer and 
leader and screen player, joined 
the station five months ago for a 
disk jockey role on WCPO, AM 500 
watter, reportedly as a buildup for 
his television show. Lewis, holder 
of an AFM card for 15 years, came 
on several weeks ago from Cleve- 
land to appear on WCPO-TV as 
a sketching artist rather than to 
provide music. Both had WCPO- 
TV spots. While spinning platters 
Jarrett did occasional guitar 
strumming as accompaniment to 
his own vocaals. 

According to Watters, WCPO 
complied with an AFM deal by 
paying a weekly fee of $45.50 for 
several years to Gene Hoctor, pian- 
ist, without playing on the air. 
Watters said that his request for 
Hoctor to play on WCPO-TV was 
met by the union demand for a 
salary boost to $500 weekly, for 
which the station could use five 











men. Oscar Hild, local union head 
and an international officer of 
AFM, later changed to the offer of 


four men for $4600, Watters 
The AFM action, Hild stated, is in 
line with the television station's 
power increase over WCPO. 

This leaves Crosley stations the 
only ones in Cincy in good AFM 


said. 


graces, with a staff of more than 30 
ij Musicians for AM, FM and video. 


+ 


t +} 


Fear tha ne expansion of tele 
vision, facsimile and frequency 
moduilatior will hurt edu tional 
broad isting : express ] in the 

ep . Ge ) LO} ind lead- 
ing educators who attended the in. 
tensive minar sponso1 by the 
Rockefellet undation and the U, 
of Illin in June and t month. 

“TT! n ivi- 

on I f ce stas 
tions n KS im- 
po i I nationa ues to 
the g c an partici- 
pate schools and uni sities 
in the elopment of planned edu- 
cational activities, the report de- 
clares. “Limited and sporadic be 
cause of economic considerations, 
these activities have been never- 
theless, important and valuable in 
the total educational job. The ad- 
vent of the new media and in- 
creased competition indicate a 


probable decrease in this kind of 


service by commercial broadcast- 
ers. It is important that commer. 
cial broadcasting continue to serve 
the nationwide audience with edu- 
cational materials, but the situa- 
tion places an even greater respon- 
sibility on educational institutions 
to use broadcasting and use it as 
well as possi ble.” 


The educ ational broadcasters 


prepared their study after consul- 
tation with a anmher of experts, 
including Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld, of 


Columbia U.; Charles ol ee of 


New York U Sterling Fisher, 
NBC: Robert Hudson, CBS: Justin 
Miller, National Assn. of Broad- 
casters prexv: Mary Ahern, ABC; 
and Wilbur Schramm, director of 
the Institute of Communications 
Research, chairman of the seminar. 
12-Point Program 

The report outlines a 12-point 
program for educational broadcast 
ers: 


(1) Assess community needs and 
resources 

(2) Develop new program tech- 
niques 

(3) Build audiences by using pro- 
motion and publicity techniques. 

(4) Develop new fields of re- 
reach, such as qualitative program 
analysis, and-“‘pilot plant” experi- 
ments. 

(5) Help train competent per- 
sonnel for the entire industry, be- 
cause major technological and so 
cial developments demand new 
skills. 

(6) Publicize the possibilities of 
educational broadcasting. 

(7) Establish a central service 
for sharing program via tape and 
transcription. 

(8) Establish regional FM edu- 
cational networks. 

(9) Set up a national educational 
transcription service for planning, 
producing and distributing pro- 

(Continued on page 36 


CON EDISON BUYS 
TELEPIX NEWSREEL 


Consolidated Edison of N. Y. this 
week signed to bankroll TelePix, 
the daily five-minute newsreel 0 
the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, thus 
becoming the first public utility im 
the N. Y. metropolitan area to en- 
ter video advertising. Sponsorship 
begins Sept. 11, through BBD&O. 

Con Edison plans a heavy pro- 
motion and advertising campaign 
for the reel, utilizing bill inserts, 
billboard and truck posters and 
window displays. TelePix, which 
has concentrated on local news 
coverage since WPIX abandoned 
its national syndicated reel some 
time ago, works in close coopera- 
tion with the News and has thus 
been able to score beats on most 
other video reels now on the air. 


DuMont Web in Bid To 
Blanket Ohio Markets 


DuMont network this week 
signed affiliation pacts with three 
Ohio stations, including WEWS; 
Cleveland; WCPO-TV, Cincinnati, 
and WTVN. Columbus. First two 
outlets are now on the air, with 
the Columbus station scheduled te 
begin operation about Labor Day- 

New outlets. together with Du- 
Mont's owned- and- operé tee W DTV, 
Pittsburgh. will give the web 8 
chance to blanket the kes Ohio 
markets. DuMont last week be- 
came a permanent customer for the 
west bound coaxial cable ari was 
allocated sufficient cable ume to 
permit it to provide 50 hours a 
week of network time after Sept. 
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Fibber & Molly Going Slow on TY: 


Would Have to Give Up AM Airer 


1 Marian Jordan (Fibber + 


Jim anc toes Soe tat 
McGee and Molly) are conside! g 
the possibility of going into tele- | 
vision, but want to get their feet 
wet in the new medium slowly. 
The Jordans told VARIETY, before 
sailing last week for a European 
vacation, that they will do an ex- 
perimental TV audition for kine- 
scoping in Hollywood next October. 
“Fibber and Molly” is one .of the 
few top comedy airers remaining 
on NBC after the CBS raids. 

“Like all advertisers,’ said Jor- 
dan, “our sponsor, Johnsons wax, 
would like to get into tele, because 
everybody's talking about it. But 
very wisely they're not pushing us 
into it. We think that Wistful Vista 
will go well on teevee. However, 
we're not certain that we old peo- 
ple can adapt successfully to 
video.” : 

The Jordans have had experience 
in visual entertainment as a vaude 
team, having done a piano act and 
other turns, but they left the field 
for radio 24 years ago. “Now,” 
Jordan commented, ‘we're not 
sure we even know how to make | 
an entrance.” They feel, however, 
that there may be a good carryover 
for TV from their film experience, 
which includes five pix. Their last 
effort, “Heavenly Days,” was made 
in 1944. 

“If we get into video in 50,” Mrs. 
Jordan said, “we'd have to give up 
our AM program, because it’s 
virtually impossible to do both. If 
we knew we were ready and could 
do a tele version, we wouldn’t want 
to be on kinescopes at their present 
level of quality. However, NBC is 
constantly improving their kines 
and we think that those we’re doing 
on the Coast are better than those 
we're getting from the east. Prob- 
ably by the time we're ready, kine 
quality will have been perfected.” 

When “Fibber and Molly” re- 
turns to NBC Sept. 13 it will cele- 
brate its 15th year for the same 
sponsor, Johnson’s Wax. A special 
hour-long broadcast is being lined 
up, with guest starts and a re- 
vamped format. 


CBS’ Chi Poser 
On Audience Shift 


CBS television this fall will be 
faced with the problem of trans- 
posing its entire Chicago audience 
from one station to another sev- 
eral weeks after the new season 
starts. Its success in getting the 
audience to switch is expected to 
offer evidence on how deeply-set 
are the dial-tuning habits of tele- 
viewers, 

Web is now affiliated with the 
Chi Tribune’s WGN-TV. On Oct. 
12, however, it starts an exclusive | 
affiliation agreement with WBKB, | 
the Balaban & Katz outlet. It was 
originally reported that, to fore- 
Stall the necessity for the audience 
switch, CBS would attempt to con- 
= sponsors of its new fall shows 
Cee a network pact minus a | 
pe Preece and then make an indie 
i at with WBKB until CBS moved | 
N on that station. 
; eb sales execs this week, how- 
ver, scotched those reports, de- 





Caring all network shows would 


© carried on WGN-TV until the 
Switchover time. 


SCHWARTZ TO COAST ON 
INSIDE’ TALENT HUNT 


oe Schwartz flew to the 
™ hionday (1) to line up talent 
with Is new revue, “Inside U.S.A. 

- Chevrolet,” which preems on 
pd Sept. 29. The producer- 
pic or expects to pact several 
editi elebs to star in the various 

tons of the show and will con- 


er with Holl Ww : 
sketch material. ood scripters on 








theved. by Schwartz, with most of 
Die _ to be penned by Howard 


uSic for the video series will be | 





FCC: ‘Quit Stalling’ 


Washington, Aug. 2 
The FCC cracked down on a 
television permittee last week for 
stalling on construction but eased 
up on another after a showing of 
intention to complete operations. 
On the basis of ‘‘apparent lack of 


diligence,” the agency’ refused 
WJIM-TV in Lansing, Mich., an 


extension of completion date but 
gave the permittee opportunity to 
request hearings. 

In the case of KTLX of Phoenix, 
the Commission set aside a previ- 
ous denial of an extension and gave 
the permittee to Nov. 27, 1949, to 
complete the station. 


Wynn's TV Series 
Seen Opening The 
Coast to Others 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Hal Kanter, radio writer 
signed as head scripter for the up- 





believes the Wynn stanza has al- 
ready started to “open up 
Coast” foreTV. 
years of experience have made him 
an authority in show business, de- 
cided to gamble his career on video, 
those who had paid no attention to 
the new medium apparently de- 


the video bandwagon. 
“What surprises me,” 

says, “is that so many people 

who’ve been sluffing off TV in con- 


Wynn show, according to Kanter, 
will be like the legit revues that 
made the comedian a star. Scripter 
will drop his assignment on the 
“Beulah” radio show to take over 
the Wynn opus but will continue to 
double as co-scripter, with Bill 


the | 
Once Wynn, whose | 


| Mutual, 





“TIEGFELL 
EU Aa ol UL 


‘Anybody can spend money; the 
trick is to do it for nothing” is the 
theme for WOR-TV, due to preem 
in September. The tele 














adjunct | 


ATION BAN 





KROLL' 





| 
| 
| 


of Mutual’s N. Y. key will buy no| 


programs, but instead will air 


packaged shows acceptable to the | 


Station, opening them for one- 
minute spots and giving the pro- 
ducing company a slice of the rev- 
enue, 

At the same 
learned, WOR-TV 
to lease the New 


time, 
has set a deal 
Amsterdam Roof 
for a video theatre. The house, 
once used by Florenz Ziegfeld for 
his famous summer shows, was one 
of the first theatres to be used by 
broadcasters, with NBC’s Ed Wynn 
Texaco show originating 
Later it was taken over by WOR- 
until the latter obtained 


ithe Guild and Longacre houses. 


just | 
| toppers 


coming Ed Wynn television show, | blueprint is 


| Theodore 
Kanter | 


| 


_versations the past six months have |they say, must be geared for a 
been calling me to find out what | mass market and to be successful 
chance they have of getting on the | must 
show in some way. Evidently, en- | radio now is. In addition, they be- 
thusiasm for TV is growing out | lieve 
‘here, not only among those who | proves that a strong signal and a | theatrical production. 
are involved in it now but among | good position 
radio and picture people who are | always lure sponsors. 
| beginning to realize they'll have to 
get into it sooner or later or go 
‘into the auto washing business.” 





Morrow, on the Bing Crosby airer. | 


Working with him on TV will be 
Seaman Jacobs, his colleague on 
“Beulah,” and Leo Solomon, for- 
merly a writer on the Jack Carson 
radio series. Kanter reportedly is 
getting the best writing salary yet 
paid in video but it is still far be- 
low AM standards. Jacobs, ex- 


Broadway p.a., formerly scripted | 


for Wynn on radio. 

Wynn program kicks off via kine- 
scope from the Coast Oct. 4 via 
CBS-TV. Speidel Watch Band will 
sponsor. “ 


‘Unrealistic Policy’ 
Rap Tossed at DuMont 
As Ginnes Yanks Show 


Abram S. writer-owner 





Ginnes, 


‘hit the affirmative again, with the 
| comedian reportedly set now to tee 





of “Growing Paynes,” has taken) 
the situation comedy off DuMont, | 


where it was aired for 42 weeks, 


and is turning it over 
Corp. of America for sale else- 
where. Reason for the move, 


Ginnes said, is DuMont’s “unrealis- 
tic policy: short on showmanship, 
long on penny-pinching.” 

According to Ginnes, 
program director James L. Caddi- 
gan called him in recently and told 
him the net felt the show deserved 
better production values and an 
upped budget. However, Caddigan 
reportedly informed the packager, 
a “new economy wave had been 


to Music 


DuMont | 


instituted” and hinted at a budget 


cut. 

Meanwhile Ginnes 1S readying 
the audition script for the “Cafe 
Society” tele show, which the Ted 


| Ashley office is handling. 


Extensive alterations will be re- 
quired to convert the theatre, but 
these are expected to be completed 
by the time the station hits the air. 


Test pattern is skedded for Aug. 
15, to be followed by a diet of 
sports remotes until regular pro- 


launched next month. 

reaction to ‘Operation 
Bankroll,” the policy of getting 
maximum operation with mini- 
mum expense, is said to he favor- 
able. Feeling of those agency 
who know the WOR-TV 
that it will open a 
large field to local sponsors who 
don’t have the coin to pay for big 


grams are 
Agency 


shows. With the station getting 
stanzas cuffo and the advertisers 
having to pay merely for their 
spots, it’s forecast that a large 


number of new backers will be at- 


ue | tracted. 
cided the time had come to hop on | 


the plan of 
WOR prexy, | 
and Julius Seebach, program 
veepee, is that the lush days of 
TV are still a long way off. Video, 


behind 
Streibert, 


Thinking 


become as inexpensive as | 


that WOR’s” experience 


on the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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dial will |to Broadway legiters, it is 
Location of | planned from time to time to bring 
'the WOR-TV tower high above the |in play tryouts from Boston, Phila- 


Slash in Set Prices Seen Sparking 


1,500,000 Unit Sales in 6 Months 


Oh, the Pain of It 

Chicago. Aug. 2 
Tele fans were warned here 
last week to assume an upright 
position while viewing sets, o1 
else run the risks of “tele- 
squat” and “telecrane.” Dr 
Martin Stone told the national 
convention of chiropractors 
that “telesquat.”” which comes 
from slumping in chairs, will 
produce low backaches, while 
“telecrane,”” which is caused 
by straining forward, develops 
neck aches, headaches and eve 


strain. 
Dr. Stone warned that the 
joys of TV may well be fol 


lowed by pains at both ends of 
the spine. 


Esso to Bankrol 
Broadway Legit 
Capsule Package 


“Tonight on Broadway,” tele- 
vision show featuring half-hour 
capsuled versions of legit produc- 
tions directly from the theatre, has 
been set to tee off Oct. 2 via CBS- 
TV in the Sunday night at 7 spot 
Program, which had an eight-week 
run on the same web last year, is 
to be sponsored by Esso, which has 
taken a 52-week option on the 
package through the Marschalk & 
Pratt ad agency. 





According to indie packager 
Martin Gosch, who will produce 
and direct, cooperation of all 16 
talent and labor unions in legit has 
been obtained. They view the 
'show as an important method of 
trailerizing, and one that will 


‘create new fans for legit. 


Program is to run the gamut of 
In addition 
also 


delphia or other cities where they 
may be tested. Strawhats will also 


(get their share of attention during 


BENNY—AS OF TUES.— 
SAYS HE’LL GO KINE, 


Jack Benny’s on-again, off-again | 
decision for television this fall has 


off on CBS-TV_ under American | 
Tobacco sponsorship. Show would 
originate from Hollywood via kine- 
scoping on an every-other-week | 
basis, alternating in the Thursday 
night at 8:30 spot with Arthur 
Schwartz’s “Inside U. S. A. with 
Chevrolet.” 

Only last week Benny told Vin- 
cent Riggio, the tobacco firm’s prez, 
that he would not enter TV this 
fall unless the quality of kinescop- 
ing is greatly improved. Riggio 
concurred with his decision. Then 
Ed Wynn. who had earlier signed 
for a kinescoped show this fall 
from the Coast, returned to Holly- 
wood from N. Y. and told Benny 
how much he had been impressed 
by CBS-TV’s kine process. Wynn 
and Benny, as old-timers in the 
business, are longtime friends and 
it was reportedly Wynn's _per- 
suasion that decided Benny to 
make the plunge this year. 


Legion Turns Over Club 
To Kids for TV Viewing 


Detroit, Aug. 2. 

The David M. Vincent American 
Legion post will” open its club 
from 4 to 6 p.m. each Sunday so 
children can watch television. 

Joan Presley, former WAC in 
charge of the children’s two hours, 
said the move was designed to keep 
youngsters from going to bars to 
watch programs. 





| planned 


| on 
| and network execs. On the strength 


the summer months and it is also 

to pick up important 

nitery shows when it is felt they 
(Continued on page 36) 





Buddy Rogers Sponsor 
| Nibbles Mount; May Cue 


Decision to Move East 


Guest appearance __ television 


/marathon has apparently paid off 


for Buddy Rogers, first Hollywood 
personality to showcase his talents 
N. Y. stations for ad agency 


of 11 separate guest shots which he 


| will have completed by Sunday (7), 
| Rogers has received seven bids for 


his own show in N. Y. and he ex- 
pects to sign for one of them be- 
fore returning to the Coast. 

Most of the offers would require 
Rogers to originate his show from 
N. Y. and both he and Mary Pick- 
ford, his wife, are reportédly ready 


to make the move. Indie Hollv- 
wood packager Mal Boyd, prez of 
the Television Producers Assn., 


lined up the guest shots as Rogers’ 
personal manager and is now dick- 
ering with the interested agencies 
and networks. 

Boyd co-produced “Punch with 
Buddy Rogers,” which ran 10 
weeks on the Coast. Star is slated 


|for a guest appearance on KTTV’s 


' 


“Hollywood in Three Dimensions” 
when he returns, to discuss with 
Alan Mowbray, star of that show, 
their trips to N. Y. Mowbray re- 
turned to Hollywood last week af- 
ter having appeared on “Chevrolet 
on Broadway” in N. Y. 

Rogers’ N. Y. dates covered the 
gamut of variety, dramatic and 
panel shows. They were lined up 
by Boyd in conjunction with Gains- 
borough Associates, N. Y. indie 
package outfit. 


-+ 


Drastically-reduced prices on 
1950 television receivers, some of 
which $200 lower than com- 
parable now on the market, 
indicate the industry might reach 
the anticipated 1,500,000 unit sales 
for the second half of this year. 
With sponsors clamoring to get 
into the medium and with a num- 
ber of top-name stars expected to 


are 


sets 


hit video for the first time this 
fall, manufacturers are confident 
the combination of quality pro- 


grams and low-priced sets will in- 
duce the public to buy 


Many of the new sets are al- 
ready in retail stores and, while 
there are no signs yet of an ade- 
quate $100 model, the new prices 
are believed well within the range 
of the average family pocketbook 
Also on tap to needle sales are 
such innovations as Philco’s elec- 
tronic built-in aerial, claimed to 
eliminate the necessity for an 
added installation charge in 80° 


of the locations, DuMont’s new 19- 
inch, short-necked tube, ete 
Manufacturers attribute the new 
low prices mainly to improved 
mass production techniques. Also 
figuring in are lower prices for 
component parts. As one indus- 
try spokesman pointed out, ‘the 
more sets we make, the more we 
(Continued on page 36) 


Summer Airing 


In N.Y. Cut 207% 


Summer programming has re- 
sulted in a 20% cut in the number 
of shows being aired by New York 
video stations. From a_ winter 
peak of 253 regularly skedded 
shows in May, at the end of the 


winter cycle, network and local 
stanzas on the five N. Y. tele 
outlets dropped to 207 in July. 


Number of quarter-hours stations 
on the air per weék dropped from 
1053 in May to 989 in July, ac- 
cording to Ross Reports on Tele- 
vision Programming. 

The Ross study revealed that 
film offerings spurted to the fore 
front, accounting for 26 programs 
and 89 quarter-hours per week. 
Number of sports remotes fell off, 
but still provided 301 quarter- 
hours of programming per week. 
WPIX continues to sked the big- 
gest number of athletic broadcasts, 
totaling 117 quarter-hours weekly. 

Quiz and game presentations are 
continuing to grow and the inter- 
view genre is holding its own, the 
Ross analysis shows. Dramatic 
and comedy-variety series are 
warm-weather casualties, but sev- 
eral of these have received short-. 
term showcasting for possible fall 
spots. . 

While CBS-TV and NBC-TV 
pared down their broadcast sched- 
ules, ABC-TV increased its pro- 
gramming by two shows and 34 
quarter-hours weekly. This month, 
however, should see the first of 
the autumn stanzas returning to 
the air, with the remainder to 
come back in September and 
October. 


PICKENS MAY ADD TV 
TO AM, LEGIT CHORES 


Jane Pickens will be starred in a 
half-hour, once-weekly television 
show for NBC next season, if her 
radio and legit commitments per- 
mit. Singer, who is now on NBC- 
AM and is rehearsing for a musical 
version of “Little Foxes” for Broad- 
way in the fall, will have Donald , 
Richards as her singing partner in 
<%, 

Duo recently ran through a 
closed-circuit performance for 
NBC, with the kinescoped version 
reportedly emerging highly sue- 
cessful. Format would comprise a 
musical program with a continuous 
story line. Trial run had Miss 
Pickens as the favorite lady among 
neighborhood moppets, who be- 
come jealous of Richards until he 
wins them over by singing for 
them. 
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MEREDITH WILLSON SHOW ; 

With Talking People (5); Alice, 

Pearce, guest 

Producer-director: Bill Brown 

Writer::-Jay Franklin Jones 

30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS | 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Meredith Willson, longtime radio 
musician, oreh conductor and 
monologist (that’s the way he's 
billed). made his TV bow Sunday 
night (31) on his own half-hour 
varietv show. Program, as replace- 
ment for the Jell-o sponsored “‘Au- 
thor Meets the Critics.” is set for 
four weeks, after which General 


Foods will move “Aldrich Family” 
into the time slot. If the Willson 
show proves successful, NBC will 
then have to find it another period. 

Judging from the preem perform- 
ance, it’s an amiable half-hour 
euitable for summer viewing when 
there is not much competition on 
the dial. Willson played it for the 
maximum in intimacy, sitting on a 
doorstep and huddling with the 
audience as with over-the-fence 
netzhbors. Idea is good, as witness 
the success of Arthur Godfrey and 
*“(\Dave) Garroway at Large.” But 
Willson had neither the script nor 
the production values to back up 
his work, leaving his attempts af 
intimacy out on a limb. 

Willson himself will be okay for 
video with a couple more weeks’ 
work. There’s no questioning his 
versatility and he established good 
rapport with the audience. But he 
still has to learn which camera is 
on the air so that he can talk to 
the home and not the studio. His 
piano skit on longhair music and 
the production routine on “Memo- 


ries’ were fair but lacked punch. 
His “Talking People,” singing com- 


bo of three men and two girls, 
looked and sang well. Best part of 
the program was Alice Pearce, sock 
with her standard nitery routines. 
Jell-o commercials, done on film 
with Willson handling a live nar- 
ration. were good. But how did 
NBC let him get away with those 
mentions of Jack Benny? Stal. 


WISH YOU WERE HERE 

With Walter McGraw, Peg Mayer 
Virector: McGraw 

Writers: McGraw and Mayer 

15 Mins.; Sun.; 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBT, N. Y. 

A looksee at Havana as a vaca- 
tion spot was offered over WNBT, 
Sunday (31) as the third in a series 
of celluloid travelogs titled ‘“‘Wish 
You Were Here.” Program pro- 
vided some exciting shots of a 
number of niteriés and gambling 
houses situated in the Cuban capi- 
tal, in addition to the traditional 
spotlighting of landmarks. Since 
the film has no sound track, show’s 
packagers Walter McGraw and Peg 
Mayer lend an off the screen nar- 
ration. This proves to be the weak 
spot of the program. 

Script could use some punching 
up and lengthening to eliminate 
unnecessarily long lapses in the 
commentary. Idea of taking vidvo 
audiences to a different playland 
every week is good and with some 
clever gab could make for an en- 
tertaining stanza. 








Minneapolis—WTCN is _ install- 
ing the new Dr. Frank Back TV 
Zoomar lenses for its giant tele- 
vision cameras. Dr. Back is in 
Minneapolis supervising the in- 
stallation. 


'FOR YOUR PLEASURE 


With Kyle 

~ Paris trio, Earl Sheldon orch, 
Jackie Gleason, Mata and Hari, 
Hazel Shermet, Donald Rich- 
ards 

Producer: Fred Coe 

Director: Richard Goode 

30 Mins.; Sat., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 

After being off the air for five 
weeks following cancellation of 
her Sunday series with Eari 
Wrightson, videogenic Kyle Mac- 
Donnell is back on NBC-TYV, this 
time with a show of her own. It’s 
a smooth-flowing, easy-going half- 
hour that makes an eye-pleasing, 
ear-caressing Saturday evening 
tuner. 

Miss MacDonnell serves as a 
charming femcee in a nitery setup, 
warbling some pops, introing guest 
acts and moving from table to 
table, all of which gives the pro- 
duction fluidity. It’s also refresh- 
ing to have a change from the 
usual hyperthyroid master-of-cer- 
emonies in the person of this 
relaxed chirper-hostess with her 
spontaneous, ingenuous manner. 

Acts on the preem (30) included 
Jackie Gleason’s monolog on how, 
as a kid, he became a member of 
“Soft Drinks Anonymous” after 
getting the milk shakes. Turn was 
amusing, but was seen in a black- 
out, and more effective, version 
on the Hank Ladd show. Similarly, 
Mata and Hari’s excellent ballet 
burlesque of the Hindu dance has 
been shown to better effect on 
other tele stanzas, where the back- 
drop was less cluttered than this 
club setting. Hazel Shermet did 
a neat job on a novelty number, 
“Television’s Bad For Love,” which 
worked gags on NBC-TV stars into 
the lyrics. Donald Richards was so- 
so vocalizing ‘‘Begin the Beguine,” 
but was better dueting with Miss 
MacDonnell on “She Didn’t Say 
wes. 

Musical accompaniment was 
good, although a shot or two of 
the orch would have added to the 
nitery effect. With a careful selec- 
tion of guests, a better area for 
terp acts and a few production 
changes, stanza can be assured of 
a click. Bril. 


SPORTS REEL 

With Bob Bender, guests 

15 Mins., Tues., 10 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Program, Conducted by WRGB’s 
‘sports director Bob Bender, un- 
binds a viewable quarter-hour. Top 
feature consists of interviews with 
area guests from various fields of 
athletics. 
Orie Arntzen, 40-year-old pitcher 
who won 15 games for the first- 
_place Albany Eastern league club 
this season, and 18-year-old John 
‘Counsel, 18-year-old Scotia boy, 
just signed by the Phillies. 


Bender, consulting a paper for 
occasional questions, handled the 
| interview skillfully. Possessed of a 
steady television personality, he 
demonstrated more alertness and 
awareness of area tastes than sev- 


| LOST CHILD | 
MacDonnell, Norman With Luise Rainer, Vinton Hay- With Flo Garvin Trio, Mops Mar-| With Earl Hammond, Carol 


worth, Jackson Beck, Julian Noa | 


| 
| 


Writer: Alfred Bester 

Director: Carl Eastman 

Producers: Gerald Law, Chick Vin- 
cent 

30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 


| Sustaining 


| Klavan 


WPIX, N. Y. 

WPIX put its best foot forward 
into the video dramatic sweep- 
stakes with a half-hour presentation 
Monday (1) night starring Luise 
Rainer. “Lost Child,” an original 
by Alfred Bester, was no great 
shakes as video dramatic literature, 
but as a showcase for Miss Rainer’s 


histrionics (with the inevitable 
telephonic sequence which com- 
prised most of the action), it served 


its purpose well. 

WPIX is still undetermined 
whether to take a prolonged excur- 
sion into dramatjg fare (this is its 
most ambitious venture to date 


| SEPIA 


shall, Dorothy Simmons, Billy 

Scott, Ronella Sanders, Vanice 

Smith, Jimmy Johnson. 
Producer-Writer: Gene Starbecker 
0 Minutes, Fri., 8:25 p.m. 


Sustaining 


along those lines), with the deci- | 


sion probably hinging on audience 
reaction invited during intermis- 
sions on Monday’s presentation. 

Despite the limitations of Best- 
er’s playwrighting capacities and a 
fairly obvious denouement, the 
half-hour stanza rates as superior 
WPIX programming. Its continu- 
ance warrants encouragement. 

“Lost Child” was a natural for 
Miss Rainer. The role of the 
mother bordering on insanity, who 
still thinks her year-dead child 
alive but lost, permitted her to in- 
dulge in cerebral pyrotechnics at 
will. It’s to her credit that she held 
herself in check for the most part 
and played with restraint. The 
supporting roles were well man- 
aged and the overall production, 
direction and camera treatment re- 
vealed lots of knowhow. 

Rose. 





KLAVAN’S DINER 

With Gene Klavan, Kitty Dierken, 
Ann Antrim, Mel Seebode, Barry 
Mansfield 

Producer: Anthony Farrar 

30 Mins., Mon. 7 p.m. 

Participating 

WAAM, Baltimore 
A long-time fixture as a disk 

jockey on several of the AM sta- 


_varied pictures. 


tions here and still holding down | 


on WBMD, Gene 
essaying a_ half-hour 


stint 
is 


such a 


| video layout and promises to make 


| a good job 


of it. Familiar to 
local daytime listeners as a clown- 


|ing free-and-easy rider of platters 


| tainer as well. 


and commercial salesman, his ap- 
pearance on the TV screen should 
add to his stature as an enter- 
He clowns through 


| a vocal and pitches in with dialects, | 
mugging to good effect as well as L : : 
| telephone giveaway included. With 


Last telecast seen had) 


—" to supporting cast as well. 
et 
the boss. ixyout leans on food prod- 
ucts for participating support and 


, material is spliced into the script. 


Kitty Dierken, w.k. on AM and in 


little theatre activity here lends 
| potent comedy and vocal support 


eral broadcasters who play down | 


baseball in favor of other sports. 
“Sport Reel” is a good local show. 
Jaco. 





Washington — Two applications 
for television stations were filed 
with the FCC last week. Scripps- 
Howard Radio, Inc., applied for 
Channel 6 in Knoxville. Max Lutz 


asked for Channel 12, not presently | 


assigned, for McAllen, Tex. 


and current pops are voiced legiti- 
mately by Ann Antrim and Mel 
Seebode. Barry Mansfield is a 
stooge who wanders in and out of 
the program for attempted laughs. 

With pruning of interpolated 
bits and limiting Klavan’s major 
contributions to a few well placed 
highlights this could build into an 





entertaining and _ effective sales 
spot. Burm, 
Fort Worth — ‘Davy Crockett’s 


Amateur Night,” a new studio ama- 
teur hour with Gene Reynolds as 
m.c. will make its debut over 
WBAP-TY. Competition will be 
open to anyone. 








“* A year of all around operational excellence ”’ 


“Superior programming, know 


how, and commercial savvy.” 
says VARIETY of WOV in its 16th annual showmanship award for... 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEADERSHIP 


Ask us for the facts on the largest Italian language audience any- 
where in the world—more than 2,100,000 individuals. 


Originators of 





NEW YORK 


in a uiner with Klavan as. 


i little value, . 


WFBM-TV, Indianapolis 

“Sepia,” first live musical under- 
taken by WFBM-TV, preemed in 
promising fashion Friday night 
(29). Gene Starbecker, who wrote, 
produced and directed, designed 
program as rebuttal to Canada 
Lee’s charge that not single TV 
show does anything for colored 
people. This one is to employ col- 
ored entertainers and show Negro 


life in all its phases as it goes 
along. It’s being offered to spon- 


sors on basis of good first impres- 
sion. Night club format was used 
in opener but that will change to 
depict Harlem, New Orleans, jun- 
gle, plantation scenes, etc., as plan 
develops. 

Starbecker uses black ebony 
idol with smoke effects to set up 
his symbolisni at start of “Sepia” 
and again at finish. Show was 
especially strong on visual side, 
nothing elaborate in the way of 
sets but with smart camera work 
that resulted in clean, sharp, nicely 
Use of fadeins, 
fadeouts and dissolves was expert, 
giving program a feeling of con- 
tinuity that was especially helpful 
since it’s staged without talk. 
Titles and credits are announced 
only before and after. Sound was 
a bit wobbly, due to performers 
lack of experience in medium, but 
nothing that can’t be corrected. 

Flo Garvin Trio provides instru- 
mental background well in keeping 
with “Sepia” pattern. Vovals make 
up bulk of program, but changing 
camera range keeps them interest- 
ing to eye as well as entertaining 
to ear. Most striking departure in 
first layout was a voodoo dance by 
Vanice Smith. Jimmy Johnson 
showed plenty of stuff in warbling 
“September Song” and a young- 
ster, Ronella Sanders, came 
through exceptionally well in 
“Summertime.” Gavin, Mops Mar- 
shall, Dorothy Simmons and Billy 
Scott also made vocal opportuni- 
ties count. ecorb. 


HEADLINES CLUES 

With George F. Putnam; Kingsbury 
Smith, guest 

Director: Pat Fay 

Writer: Norman Baer 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 noon, 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m. 


CO-OP 
WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 
“Headline Clues” presents an 


innovation in television news pro- 
grams—a half-hour show with a 


the telephoned questions based on 
news reports as read by commen- 


tator George F. Putnam, there is) 


every reason for home viewers to 
pay attention to what he says. And, 
since the daytime part of the show 
is slanted at housewives, those, 
watching the program probably 
have a better line on current affairs 
than many of their non-TV neigh- | 
bors. “Clues” thus serves a public | 
service function, although the plugs 
given manufacturers and _ others 
who donate the prizes make it list 
as a co-op venture. 

Format, as demonstrated on the 
show caught (28), was basically a 
simple one. Putnam read Interna- 
tional News Service reports, inter- 
mixed with displays of some INP 
still photos. He then asked home 
viewers, via phone, specific ques- 
tions based on his reports. If the 
answer was right, they got a chance 
at a moderate jackpot prize—a new 
gas range—if they could identify | 
the picture of a city flashed on the | 
screen with the aid of a verbal clue 
from Putnam. Jackpot question 
seemed somewhat unfair, since the 


multi-detailed picture showed hard- } 


ly anythimg on a 10 or 12-inch! 
screen. For an added attraction, | 
Putnam had a live interview with | 
a guest celeb—in this case, INS! 
European manager Kingsbury 


Smith, just returned from over- | > 


seas. 

Putnam read the news and han- 
dled his phone interviews like a 
Clem McCarthy calling the races. 
His excited delivery is good in a 
way, since it certainly makes the 
headlines easy to absorb. It’s also 
a considerable strain listening to 
the guy, since he virtually wears | 
out his audience. Only time he 
slowed to a walk on the program 
caught was during his interview 
with Smith, when the seriousness 
of latter's talk about European af- 
fairs forced a more moderate de- 
livery. 

Production on the show was 
standout. INP news photos were 
flashed without a fluff between Put- 
nam and the director, and use of a 
split screen (half to Putnam and 
half to a still) while he was giving 


out with the questions on the 
phone was excellent. Final fade- 
out shot, in which the commen- 


tator’s face was pinpointed on the 
centre of the screen with News re- 
ports rolling around his ears. had 
Stal. 


| husband-and-wife show 





TROUBLE, INC. 


Hil 
Maurice Gosfield, Elaine Wik 
liams, Eugene Stuckman 
Producer-Director-Writer: Elwood 
| Hoffman 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 


| DuMont, from N. Y. (7 Stations) 

“Program Playhouse” DuMont’s 
showcase for new stanzas, offered 
a moderately amusing whodunit on 
the July 27 broadcast. Private eve. 
er cast Earl Hammond and Carol 
Hill as an adventurous couple who 
team up in Trouble, Inc., an outfit 
that claims it will do “anything, 
anywhere, anytime.” Case _ they 
were called in to handle on the 
show caught involved getting rid of 
$2,000,000 for an ex-con and a vol- 
uptuous nitery chirper who said 
they didn’t want the long green 
around. Troubleshooters, however, 
found themselves in a jam when 
the dough disappeared and the 
beauty and the yegg decided they 
wanted it back. 

Situation of people trying to un- 
load satchels full of moola pro- 
vided some obvious gags and the 
bulk of the story was played for 
laughs. Script included some gun- 
play and two killings, but the farcie 
cal handling made the elements 
of menace seem pretty ridiculous, 

Hammond was good as the ama- 
teur dick, although his fooling 
around with kids’ toys and similar 
inanities lessened his appeal. Miss 
Hill provided a capable ‘Girl Fri- 
day” characterization and fact that 
it was her savvy which cracked the 
mystery added a pleasant twist. 
Maurice Gosfield was somewhat 
hesitant as the thug, while Elaine 
Williams turned in a neat perform. 
ance as the seductive warbler 
| Basic idea of “Trouble, Inc.” 
offers a good springboard for a 
mystery-comedy drama. However, 
a surer scripting job is needed to 
balance the whodunit and humor- 
ous phases. As it was, the viewer 
couldn’t be certain whether he was 
laughing at or with the actors. 

Bril. 





Tele Followup 











Elliott Roosevelt and Faye Emer- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. in real life, 
staged a highly-amusing spoof of 
radio’s husband-and-wife breakfast 
chit-chats on NBC-TV’s “Broadway 
Spotlight” Sunday night (31). Skit 
was slightly reminiscent of the al- 
most classic satire done twice on 
AM by Fred Allen and Tallulah 
Bankhead. It lacked the acid script 
of that one but was standout in pre- 
| senting Roosevelt's first attempt on 
'any medium as a performer. He 
demonstrated a neat flair for com- 
edy, as well as an uninhibited atti- 
tude to do anything for a laugh. 
He and Miss Emerson worked so 
well together, in fact, that a legit 
for them 
might not be a bad idea. 

Joey Faye added to the fun as 
their breakfast guest, but the boy 
who played their son projected as 
too precociops. Show also_had 
NBC Hollywood announcer Wen- 
dell Niles in an okay comedy skit 
with emcee Dick Kollmar. Other 
talent on the half-hour variety 
stanza, all good, included acro- 
terper Lou Wills, Jr., and soprano 
Joan Sullivan. Herb Swope, Jr., 
replacing Douglas Rodgers as NBC 
director, showed good control over 
his cameras. 
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~ Inside Television 


Another 
50 reduce re 
former N. Y. 
Designed by phys 
radio receiving se 


ad agency exec. 


- device to prompt television actors before the camera and 
hearsal time is being marketed by John Archer Carter, 
in the form of a miniature walkie-talkie. 
physicist Paul Rosenbeyg, the gadget consists of a tiny 
t and a transmitter. 


Receiver, sans battery or wires. 


hidden on the actor, with the prompter stationed off-stage. 
ion, according to Carter, will not only reduce studio rental 
and rehearsal time through easing the necessity for complete 


give many thesps a chance to 
have been forced to bypass the 


can be 

Invent 

spenses ; 
ox orization by actors but will also 
- rk in video who might previously 
bere ack of rehearsal time 


medium through | 


Starre 
ef Telev 
about the 


tt Television Corp. this week came up with a plan for a Bureau 
ision Optical Standards, designed to fight all adverse publicity 
alleged optical hazards to viewing TV. 


Bureau, to be estab- 


lished aS a non-profit organization, would be open to all TV manufac- 
turers distributors and dealers and would furnish a commendation seal 


for sets meeting certain optical standards 
velop a continuing public relations program and func- 


bureau could de 


Starrett also hopes the 


tion as a central agency to help dealers promote set sales. 





Cinetel, new central vidpic buying agency for tele stations, has a 
“cooperative” feature which gives the 13 outlets now members annual 
febates based on a percentage of their purchases. Films are bought by 
Cinetel after screening by a board that includes toppers of some of the 


subscribing outfits. 
hourly card rates. 


Ed Woodruff, who was formerly with DuMont and WPIX, N. Y 


Stations pay for product on a percentage of their 


heads 


the organization and says he hopes to stimulate vidpic production by 


giving producers a good paying source 


Stations which have used a 


film once can re-screen It as often as they like during a 12-month period 


without payment of additional fees 


Glenn Turnbull will make his last television appearance on KTTV’'s 


week 


last 


“Hollywood Presents” this 
was on the same program 
spotted by Warner Bros., 


Turnbull’s initial video appearance 
month At 
and shortly afte 


that time, Turnbull was 
signed a studio contract. As 


in all film pacts, there is a teevee clause restricting thesp from doing 


video stints. At the contract 


signing Turnbull requested that he be 
allowed to make a final tele appearance 
Presents” as the show gave him his film break. 


on Ed Phillip’s “Hollywood 
Studio okayed request. 





Tele Chatter 





New York 


Charles Henderson and wife 
Mitzi Mayfair have been signed for 
another 13-week cycle of produc- 
ing-directing ABC-TV’s “Stop the 
Music” for the Louis G. Cowan 
office Jimmy Blaine takes over 
as emcee for the television of ‘“Mu- 
sic’ while Bert Parks takes a two- 
week vacation starting Aug. 15 
Comedian Danny Shaw added to 
the permanent cast of DuMont’s 
“Front Row Center” Wynn 
Wright, producer of the NBC-AM 
‘My Good Wife,” gave tips on 
video direction to the summer 
radio-TV workshop at Adelphi Col- 
lege Thursday (28). Tony La- 
velli, Yale basketball star and 
composer-musician, is talking his 
own TV package with Nelson Pro- 
ductions, after having guested on 


several video shows during the last | 


couple of weeks... Flamingo 
Films prez James B. Harris and 
treasurer David L. Wolper took off 
Monday (1) on a two-month tour of 
85 TV cities, including those where 
stations will open soon Roger 

or, Director of TV, FC&B, off 
for a two week vacation on his 
boat, “The Whistler.” Left Aug. 1. 





Chicago 


ABC “Television Players” now 
called “Penthouse Players” but no 
format changes... Bernie Howard 
new producer of WBKB softball 
cosles for KoolVent Awnings. 
ohn Edgerton and Ed Greene- 
+ wom Jr., joined research dept. of 
elevision Shares Management 


ancer : : 
WENR-TV Victor guested on 


oC Dessert Party Len 
onnor subbing for Clifton Ut- 
ey newscast via WNBQ.... Nikki 


aye and Bill Ballinger added to 
Poduction faculty of American 
hl school... Clown Em- 
ou Kelly from Ringling Bros. cir- 
ABC-Te Suest appearance on 
TV et vo Super Circus WTMJ- 
cere eng. series of public servi- 
Waukee Conjunction with the Mil- 
and ee public library. TV exhibits 
remul Set installed by the station are 
‘ <] library features Skip 
B ei hosted violinist David 
0ehm via ABC-TV 





London 
Camera c 


. loseups of motorcycles 
wi ung in the Kent hill climb 
noon e the highspot of the after- 
Ballet “aon Aug. 20... Grand 

ovent re Monte Carlo, after its 
the BBC aaen season, will be at 
de - Alexandra Palace studios 

*show Aug. 8 


th Recent Saville 
bela __ ecess, “Bob's Your 
» Starring Leslie Henson, 


Will b > ; ' 
With origin the air Mug. 13 and 16 


; nal costumes designed for 
fatrical production Produ- 
abaret Cruise” on Aug. 12 
With the a Pringle, formerly 
Variety ay and now director of 
Casting ¢ the Australian Broad- 
Sengers” mission, and the *“pas- 
male Ron include Jack Train, 
oyer and Jeanne Ravel... 


Richard Dimbledy will describe a 
visit to a factory where TV cathode 
ray tubes are manufactured 
“The Perfect Alibi,” A. A. Milne’s 
detective comedy, will be telecast 
Aug. 6 with Arthur Young in the 
lead 


VARIETY 





TV Making lowa Inroads; 
Airing to Start Soon In 
Omaha, Davenport Areas 


Des Moines, Aug. 2. 
reception is 
creeping into Iowa 
installed by 


Television slowly 


Sets are being 


numerous individuals, 


principally along the border areas 


of the state, and franchises are be 


ing granted dealers for the sale of 


[VY sets in areas where regular 


broadcasting is scheduled to start 


soon rhese include the Omaha- 
Council Bluffs and Tri-Cities dis- 
trict 

WOW, Omaha, has started regu- 


lar transmission tests and goes on 


the air officially with at least a 
28-hour 


sept. 1. 


per week schedule as of 
The station’s test pattern 
from 10 
to noon and from 2 to 4 p. m. 


on weekdays. 


now is being broadeast 
a. Mm 


The anticipated nor- 


mal coverage is a 60-mile radius 
from the station Station KMA, 
Omaha, has erected a TV_ broad- 
casting tower and is progressing 


with construction = of 
facilities 
In Davenport 


remaining 


WOC has complet- 


ed its television tower and trans- 
mitter building and studio equip- 


ment is now being installed. The 
station expects to go on the ail 
about Oct. 1. At Rock Island, III., 
WHBF was granted a revised con- 
struction }s rmit about a month ago 
and final stages of engineering de- 
sign are now 1n progress. Con- 
struction is expected to take about 
SIx months. 

The lowa State college station, 
WOI, Ames, has installed a TV an- 
tenna on its new 580-foot tower and 
transmitter and studio equipment 
is on order. No date has been set 
for the start of TV broadcasting, 
however. No other Iowa stations 
have yet been granted construction 
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Cinemascope Process Arouses Some 
Enthusiasm in Coast Vid Circles 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 


KLAC-TV and Television Re 
corders unveiled their Cinema- 
scope method of making television 
transcriptions last week Bette 


a P 
than 200 advertising agency execs 


attended the showins and all 


emerged with a good impression 


of the process Process is respon 
sible for the entry of Leroy Prin; 
and Louis Lewyn into television 
this fall with a 30-minute lavout 


starring Jerry Colonna 


Cinemascope is the combined 
effort of KLAC and Tele, 
corders. Method employs KLAC’s 


picture 


ision Re 


motion type lighting to 


an adaption of an Eastman Kine 
Recorders 


Walter Thomp 


camera supplied by 


Johnny Christ of J 


son, stated that he felt the process 
showed a 40° improvement ove! 
the material coming out of New 
York Foote, Cone & Belding’s 
Bob Ballan said, “perhaps Cine 
mascope is the answer to some of 


our problems Balan feels that 
this tele-transcription 
move Hollywood into. the 
limelight. It’s a big improvement 
according to Floyd Holm of Comp- 
ton. Holm, however, stated that 
he doesn't know if it will help 


the West Coast situation nationally 


may hel; 


video 


Biggest boosters were Prinz and 
Lewyn who signed a contract, giv 


ing station exclusive rights to 


show, locally, for one year after 
viewing the Cinemascope Lewyn 
said that the Cinemascope is the 
only high grade tele-transcription 
he has seen and inked the con 
tract with Fedderson on the 
grounds of this high quality tele 


transcription. 


Regular cast for the program 


will be Robert Alda, Four Guards- 


men and Floradora Girls in addi- 
tion to Colonna. First of a series 
of weekly guest shots will be Vir- 
ginia O’Brien Program will be 
Cinemascoped this week so that 
it may be sent to agencies for 
sponsor looksee 

Prinz will direct the vidshow 
which will be produced by Lewyn. 
Ben Perry will handle the script- 
Ing chores Musical director's 
birth goes to Dean Ellictt while 
Moe Jerome will do special musi 


and Jack Scholl will write special 
lvrics and dialog. William Tuntke 
will set up.shop as _ art director and 


S. B. Harrison as production man- 
age! Mini-Films will handle na- 
tional distribution of the Cinema- 


scoped show. 

Jack Strauss, biz agent 
vision Recorders, and Don Fedder- 
son have inked a contract giving 
KLAC-TV exclusive rights to the 
Cinemascope. All Cinema 
scoped by station must appear over 
station locally but may be telensed 
other outlet in the country 


In addition 


BONAFIDE SEEKS GIVOT 
FOR NEW VARIETY SHOW 


Bonafide Mills, which sponsored 


for Tele- 


shows 


by any 


Stop Me If You’ve Heard This” 
and the Benny Rubin show, both 
on NBC-TV, is prepping a variety 


show to start around Sept. 26 on 
CBS-TV or NBC-TV, depending on 
availabilities and number of 
the 
Givot 


as emcee, 


time 
line up. 
being 


stations webs can 


George is reportedly 
sought 


The agency is Gibraltar 





permits by the FCC. 





New Tele Biz 











WGN-TV, Chi, reported Hyland 
Electrical Supply will renew 
“Women’s Magazine of the Air,” 
starting Sept. 7 for 17 weeks, pro- 
duced by Herbert S. Laufman; and 
film announcements for Power Op- 
tical through Malcolm - Howard 
agency; Kroehler Furniture 
through Henri, Hurst & McDonald; 
and George S. May through M. M. 
Fisher agency. 

WNBQ, Chi, reported station 
breaks for Salerno Megowen Bis- 
cuits through Schwimmer & Scott 
agency. 

WENR-TV, Chi, reported an- 
nouncements for Stratford Motor 
Sales through Malcolm - Howard 
agency; Safety Motors through 
Kapps agency; and Nielsen’s 
Restaurant through Guenther- 
Bradford agency. 

Westgate Electric Co., 
bus, bought four minutes every 
Saturday for ‘Baseball  Score- 
board” over WLW-C, Columbus, 
with Joe Hill doing commentary; 
runs through Oct. 15 

August Wagner Breweries, Co- 
lumbus, switched sponsorship from 
“Telenews” to “Top Views of 
Sports” to run through balance of 
contract to Sept. 25 over WLW-C. 

WLW-C sold 26 weeks of ‘Cur- 
tain Time,” weekly half-hour talent 
show microed from Cincinnati, to 
Oestreicher & Co., Dodge and 
Plymouth dealers in Columbus. 

KSTP-TV, Minneapolis, has 
skedded eight film announcements 
weekly for Donaldson’s and the 
Golden Rule dept. stores, featuring 
“Famous Brands” of merchandise 
Cramer-Krassett agency, Milwau- 
kee, handles. 


TELEMOUNT TO 
PUBLISH MUSIC 


Hollywood, Aug 2 


Telemount Productions has 
formed “a music publishing com- 
pany as an adjunct to its telepix 
firm. Telemount will publish chil- 
dren's tunes to accompany its Juve 
film series “The Magic Lady and 

oko. 
. Aine Hammerstein has cleffed 13 


Colum- 





tunes based on historical char- 
acters which will be w rapped in 
book form and titled Lands of 


Long Ago.” All songs will be used 


in future vidfilms. 
Telemount is the second 
firm to turn to publishing Its own 
tunes. First step was taken by 
Jerry Fairbanks Productions which 
had ‘songs written especially for its 
“Paradise Island” series. 


video 


nation” .....-. 


showmenship.” ** 


* Variety 
** Radio Daily 








STH AVE. AT SS5STH ST.- 


appy Birthday 
~ Boppy Rocers! 


Your L. A. to N. Y. hop “brought @ new and welcome personality to 


The Gotham 


NEW YORK (12, N.Y. 


extended you an invitation. 


Best personal regards. 


PHONE CIRCLE 77-2200 


piono stint and socked across the final production number. 





eastern televiewing” ........ your “parley of talents impressed as knowing 


showmanship" ..... ~~~ you demonstreted your own talents “with a neat 


- + 


lt was generally agreed that you “turned in @ top-notch job as guest 
emcee on Toast of the Town” ........ And it wes also said “He has the 
some charming manner and youthful appeorance thot made him the hit of the 


. « Everybody seemed to acree that you represent “sock 


So “Happy Birthday" seems to be in order, with e bow to Ed Sullivan 
for asking you to be his first quest emcee on Toast of the Town and grateful 


acknowledgement to the other top New York TV programs which likewise 


Mel Boyd 
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AFRA Seeks WATL License Nix On 
Charges of Labor Law Violation 


Washington, Aug. 2 + 
A new strategy in labor relations 


was unfolded yesterday (1) when 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists filed a petition with the 
FCC asking revocation of the li- 
ecense of WATL and WATL-FM 
Atlanta. Stations are wholly owned 
by J. W. Woodruff, Georgia indus- 
trialist. who has been disputing 
with AFRA for several years. The 
union has been striking the two 
outlets since Jan. 1, with the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 


trical Workers, another AFL affili- 


ate, respecting AFRA picket lines 

AFRA complaint charges that 
Woodruff has ‘‘manifested a flag- 
rant disregard for government 
regulations designed for the pub- 
lic protection,” has “continuousl) 
and chronically violated the labor 
relations law” and has ‘“‘demon- 
strated the absence of a sense of 
public responsibility.” 

Petition cites the case of Law- 


rence Mellert, former employee 
recently awarded a decision agains! 
Woodruff by a U. S. appeals court 


and an affidavit by G. C. Living- 
ston, Jv.. a former WATL topper, 
who states that Woodruff told him 


to refrain from hiring union mem- 
bers 

Petition, signed by AFRA as- 
sistant executive secretary \ 
Frank Reel, says that the union is 
not trying to use the FCC to help 
settle the strike and that it will 
not withdraw its complaint even 
if the dispute is settled. Although 
its key charge labor violations, 
the union also alleges that WATL 
violates technical regulations, has 
“improper programming” and that 
Woodruff “spends very little time 
in Atlanta.” 

AFRA said it determined to 
take similar action against other 
employers who “consistently vio- 
late’ labor laws. Precedent for 
the action is claimed in the WOV- 
Mesta where the FCC's ac- 
tion in refusing a license because 
of the applicants’ violations, of the 
Food and Drug Act was upheld. 


1S 


1S 


Case, 





Columbus’ WBNS-TV 
Adds Mrs. Zanes to Staff 


Columbus, Aug. 2. 

Edwina Atteridge Zanes, former 
assistant food editor of Good 
Housekeeping magazine, has been 
named home economist of WBNS- 
TV, Columbus Dispatch TV station 
set to bow Oct. 1. Mrs. Zanes also 
supervised preparation of material 
fer the American Weekly and was 
restaurant manager of Gimbel’s 
N. Y. department store for two 
years. She will be in charge of 
the station’s daily feature, “Mrs. 
Zanes’ Kitchen.” 

Building to house WBNS-TV is 
undergoing finishing touches. 
Transmitter and equipment is al- 
ready in the building, though crat- 





WOAI’s Spanish VD Wax 


WOAT 
tional 


Texas State Health Dept 


cast 
speaking 
of eight- 
grams 
Rosita: \ 
WO 


the 


nine-piece band. 
be emcee. 


will 


series 


ove! 


with 


San Antonio 
recording an edt 
in Spanish for 
for bre 
with Span 
will con 


iS 


outlets 
audiences It 
quarter-hour musical }{ 
WOAI singing s 
lelvin Winters 
Al staff 


directo 
orchestra 


Raoul 


Aug. 2 


y 

ica- 
the 
yad- 
ish- 
sist 
ro 
Lar, 
r ol 


and a 
Rodriguez 


The series is part of a state-wide 


educational 


project on vene 


real 


disease financed by the federal gov- 


ernment 


Nebraska Rural Group 
To Set Up $50,000 Co-op 


For First in That Area 


The 


Nebraska 


Aug 
Radio A 


Lincoln, Neb 
Rural 


2? 


a 


ssn 


has been organized and has filed an 


applicat 
AM stat 


the FCC 
NRRA 


for 
IS a 


with 
here. 


ion 
ion 


an 
Cco- 


operative group, and the radio sta- 


tion wot 
operatlec 


ild be the first 


i by a co-op 


in this area 


The association was set up June 
2. 1948, with the expressed intent 
of applying for an AM license when 


$50,000 


membership 
each June 1 


has been raised by sel 
certificates 


the association 


al 


ling 
$16 
an- 


nounced that $52.610 has been paid 
in or pledged, and went ahead with 


the app 


lication NRRA 


hopes 


to 


have the station on the air by Oct. 


] 
The 
funds t 


is seeking 


loan 


co-op 
hrough a 


further 
debenture 


plan already approved by the state 


banking board Debenture certi- 
ficates are offered at $1,000 each, 
pavable in 10 vears or less and 
bearing 5° non-cumulative inter- 
est from earned income Money 
from this source cannot be used 
until a license is granted 


Outside capital 


has been offered 


to the group, but thus far has been 


refused. 


45 counties has been set up to de- 
termine 


A series of meeting 


to what extent 


s in 


outside 


money will be allowed in the co-op. 


Station 
profit basis. and to be slanted pri- 


is to operate on 


marily for farm listeners. 








a non- 


‘Dream Time’ in Ft. Worth 


“Drea 


studio-produced daytime show, has 


Fort Worth. Aug. 


m Kitchen Time,” 


a: 
first 


made its debut here over WBAP- 
TV and will be aired for a half- 
hour each Thursday under the 
sponsorship of Graybar Electric 
Co. and Hotpoint... Contract calls 
for a 13-week series. 


Future plans call for a complete 


Thursda 
program 


vy atternoon§ schedule 


Ss. 


of 
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Should Warm It Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 


Having completed the first 26 


pictures in Procter & Gamble’s 
“Fireside Theatre’ series for tele- 
vision, Brewster Morgan, oversee- 
ing for the Compton agency, re- 
turned east to supervise the film- 
ing of commercials, 

He returns in 10 davs for the 
next series being shot at the Hal 


foach studios. 


Chev Dealers To 
Air OSU Games 


Aug. 2 


the 


Columbus, 
Four Chevrolet 
signed last week (27) 


dealers in 
cits to spon- 


the five home of the 
Ohio State U. football 
WLW-C, T\ 

Signing was accomplished at Ohio 
State Dick Larkins, OSU 
athletic director, James Leonard 
WLW-C manager, and Lou Wilsch 


representing the dealers, present 


sor Pames 


team over 


Crosley outlet here. 


with 


Arrangements have been com 
pleted for televising OSU games 
with Missouri, Sept. 24: Indiana, 
Oct. 1; Minnesota, Oct. 15: North- 
western, Oct. 29 and Illinois, Nov. 
12. Joe Hill, station’s sports di- 
rector, will announce the games 
Dealers participating are Paul 
Davies. Rodenfels Chevrolet Co., 
Winders Chevrolet Co., and Bobb 
Chevrolet, 

Under the agreement with 
WLW-C, the sponsor must pay 
OSU $1,500 per game for the TV 
rights. Figure was on basis of 
5.000 sets in operation. If number 
of sets climbs above 15,000 the 
signers agreed to work out a 


higher rate. 
WLW-C officials are planning to 


use two Zoomars and_ possibly 
three cameras. At present only 
two cameras are available They 
will be spotted at the north end 
of Ohio’s stadium to catch line- 


opening plays and at 
line in the press box, 


the 40-yard 


WBNS-TV, the Columbus Dis- 
patch station# which had planned 
to go on the air Oct. 1, also is ex- 


pected to make arrangements to 
televise the games, as well as 
WTVN, Edward Lamb’s \ station 


here scheduled for Lator Day in- 
auguration. WBNS-TV will prob- 
ably set its opening date forward 
when contracts are signed to carry 
the games. 


Cincy’s WCPO-TV Sets 
Inaugural Time Record 
In Commercial Kickoff 


Cincinnati, Aug. 2. 
Scripps - Howard’s WCPO - TV 
kicked off commercially last week 
(26) with a 77-hour weekly operat- 
ing schedule, exceeding the total 
air time of Cincy’s two other video 





stations: 40 hours for WLW-T and 
28 hours for WKRC-T. It's’ be- 
lieved to bean inaugural time rec- 


ord in video. WCPO-TV has video 
linking with ABC and DuMont 

Sailing right into the regular 
daily noon to 11 p.m. schedule, the 
new station reserved its dedicatory 
fanfare for a 20-minute stretch pre- 
ceding the Reds-Braves night base- 
ball game at Crosley Field. Six 
Lincolns rolled Mortimer C. Wat- 
ters, general manager, and officials 
of Cincy and neighboring cities 
and towns onto the field for camera 
and mike pickups. 

Art Jarrett opens the day's live 
shows with an hour of platter spin- 


ning and chatter on the music 
trade. Penny Pruden follows with 
an hour’s cookery shop: then 


Malcolm Richards, disk jockey, for 
an hour, and Paul Dixon from 3 to 
3 p.m. with recorded music. A 
show for juves, films and Dixon's 
evening half-hour “Dinner Winner” 
session, plus a news stanza by Jack 
Fogarty, round out the early night 
program. 

Harry LeBrun. formerly in the 


east with Mutual. has _ joined 
WCPO-TV as television director. 
his chores including sports and 


special events. John Patrick Smith. 
assistant to Watters. is directing 
sales for the video station and con- 
tinuing to look after AM WCPO 
The station will divide time with 
Croslev’s WLW-T on telecasts of 
the Reds’ home games, with Waite 
Hoyt doing the announcing and 
Burger Brewing Co. the sole tagger 











te, 
San Antonio — W. J. “Dick” home, broadcasting’ an appeal 
Dickerson, former general mama- which in three hours netted dona- 
ger of KAMQ, Amarillo, has re- tions of 2,000 items of clothing 
turned to KABC here as a member | gifts, cash, furniture and Offers of 
of the sales staff. He was a former houses. 
sales executive during 1946-1947 en 
prior to going ” Amarillo Warren, O.—Willard TI. Dough. 


San Antonio — A new musical 
show titled “Stars Over Texas 
sponsored by the Gulf Brewing Co. 


started Monday (1) and will be 
heard five times weekly over 
WOAITI here and member stations of 
the Texas Quality Network. Show 
brings back to Texas airways the 
baritone, Lynn Cole. For the past 
two vears he has been in Holly- 
wood where he was on NBC and 
CBS and recording for Capitol 
Records. 

Houston — Robert T. Chrystie 
has been named commercial man- 
ager here of KLEE. He was for- 
merly with WEAK, Charleston, 
I 


Boston—Charles W. Curtin, Di- 
rector of Promotion and Merchan- 
dising tor Yankee Network in N. C 
has been named station relations 
director, to succeed David F. Shurt 
leff. Shurtleff resigned recently to 
enter the banking field in New 
Hampshire. 


For the first time in 
history, a City Council 
sion was broadcast Friday night 
(29) over WACD, Akron. Session 
featured a special open hearing on 
rent controls A network commit 
ment at 10 p.m. broke the program 
after two hours but the last halt- 
hour’s discussion was recorded and 
rebroadcast at 10:30 p.m. 


Akron 
local 


ses- 


Dallas—Roger Busfield, Texas 
fishing and hunting authority, is 
being heard in an exclusive WFAA 
sportsman’s show each Friday eve- 
ning. The accent is on fishing dur- 
ing the current airings. Programs 
are titled “Texas Fish and Game.” 


San Antonio—With Henry How-_ 


ell, news editor on vacation, Henry 
Guerra, newscaster at WOAL, wrote 
and broadcast a total of four news- 
casts daily starting at 7 a.m. 


Corpus Christi—Richard L. Peck- 


inpaugh has taken over duties as 
promotion manager of KSIX. He 


was formerly with the ABC record- 
ing department in New York. An- 
other newcomer is Clark Hudson, 
who takes over the duties in the 
sales department. Clark was a for- 
mer radio instructor in the Naval 
Reserve. 





Dallas—Dick LaSalle, orch leader 
now current with his band at the 
Baker Hotel Mural Room will be 
heard in a series of 15-minute pro- 
grams each week over WFAA built 
around the works of a single com- 
poser. LaSalle was a former mem- 
ber of the NBC staff orchestra and 
was featured on several coast-to- 
coast airings as an accordian solo- 
Ist. 

Cincinnati—An off-the-air give- 
away inaugurated last week by 
WCKY has Rex Dale, conductor of 
its “Breakfast Time” series, visit- 
ing scheduled downtown spots and 
public buildings and giving $5 and 
$1 bills to persons who eall his 
name and the station’s letters. 

It’s a mail comeon for requests 
to the station for photos of the 
miker, 

Regina, Sask.—Ned Corrigall, of 
CFQC, Saskatoon, and formerly of 
CKRM, Regina, moves to Port au 
Spain, Trinidad, and a post with 
the Trinidad Broadcasting Com- 
pany. 





Chicago—WCEL, Chi, has sold a 
15-minute weekly gossip show 
titled “News From Hollywood” 
with Dee Carlstrom reporting, to 
Patricia Stevens Models. Sale was 
made direct. 

Detroit—WWJ announced three 
new appointments last week. Don- 
ald DeGroot became public affairs 
manager of WWJ, WWJ-FM and 
WW.J-TV. John E. Hill was named 
program manager of WWJ and 
WW.J-FM. Mary Jo Peterson. for- 
merly with NBC, joined WWJ to 
handle public service programs. 


San Francisco—Horsetrader Fd, 
automobile merchant, has taken 
over sponsorship of the Tuesday- 
Thursday-Friday editions of Ira 
Blue’s “Adventures in Sports,” 
broadcast of KGO-ABC from 11:15 
to 11:30 six nights a week. Pur- 
chase of the quarter-hour sports 
summary marks the automobile 
dealer's first venture into radio. 


Amsterdam, N. ¥.—WCSS here 
came to the aid of a family of 
nine who were burned out of their 





erty has resigned as program mMan- 
ager of WHHHE here to join W SRS 
Cleveland, as account exe, utive. - 
Seattle 
gram director at 
tion here 
“Suspense,” 
pleted.” 


Johnny Forrest 
KOI 
has sold a 


Title 


Dro. 
Indie sta. 
SCTIpt to 


. Mission Com- 


Memphis — Dick Watts has re. 
signed his post here as WMPS ace 
count exec to become commercial 
manager of WKGN, Knoxville 
Mutual outlet. Prior to resigning 
from the Memphis ABC affiliate 
Watts sold one of the top sport 
packages to Davis Motors Co 
which will sponsor the entire foot- 


ball slate of Mississippi State 
Harold F. Walker, w.k Memphis 
radio execu, also relinquished his 
post as commercial manager at 
WMPS to assume a similar post 
with WDIA, local indie. 

Center, Tex.—Request has been 
made to the FCC by the Center 
Broadcasting Co., for the assign- 
ment of the license of KDET to the 
Center Broadcasting Co., Ine. The 
new group is composed of two of 
the original owners and one new- 
comer. Tom Potter has 49°% inter- 
est and Tom FE. Foster has 50% 


interest and are the former owners, 
Newcomer is William H. Smith. 


Screen Directors May 
Use Cinemascope For 


Hollywood TV Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Screen Directors Guild is eyeing 
the local situation in preparation 
for its entry into television produe- 


tion. Al Rogell, second v-p of Di- 
rectors Guild: J. P. MacGowan, 
exec secretary: David Butler and 


Tav Garnett, both on the board of 
directors of the Guild and Don 
Sharp, packager of Director's radio 
show, “Screen Directors Play- 
house,” have viewed KI.AC-TV’s 
Cinemascope with an eve to using 
this method of tele-transcription 
for entering video. Top drawback 
would be Guild’s tie with NBC for 
radio and video programs. 

Guild airs “Playhouse” over 
NBC web and is verbally commit- 
ted to use net's facilities if the 
“Playhouse” goes to teevee. Sharp 
said that show would not be taken 
to KLAC without the approval and 
cooperation of NBC. KI.AC's Don 
Fedderson said that his station 
does not care where shows brought 
to them are shown but they must 
be telensed over KLAC locally if 
Cinemascope is used. 
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Wednesday, 


Inside Stu! 


gram, managers and the social service agency involved 
bout a recent stunt to publicize the Boy Scouts in Seaitle. 


Station pro 





{—Radio 


ing a = ; : ; = 
are brage “messengers” delivering a news item, the Boy Scouts walked 


as 
yo 35 radio shows on July. 26. 


rogram read the message; 
made it p 
Scout's itinerary, 
able to public 
ever been don 

The stunt was pl 


possi ble t 


e there. 


then discussed it briefly. 
o include a number of Seattle’s top newscasts in the 
thus reaching a larger audience than is usually avail- 
guests, and getting as neal 


In each case the person doing the 


Technique used 


the “saturation” point as has 


anned by the Seattle-King County Community Chest 


ublicity department and tied in with the preparation for the 1949 
Fest Campaign Directly plugged was the lowering of age require 
ments for the Boy Scouts 

Kate Smiths new disk jockey show, which preems on ABC Aug g 
will require special handling by the telephone company. — First six 
proadcasts of the new airer will originate from Miss Smith's summe) 


home 


se 0 Waar 

telephone department has limited 

questing vacationers in the area not 
om 9 to 11 p.m 


easts, Mondays fr 


Camp Sunshine, at Lake Placid, N. Y. 
ne telephone call to a listener every quarter-hour and the local 
facilities 


s3ecause the program will 


the phone company is re- 
to make calls during the broad- 


Jonn Cleary will direct the series, with Doug Browning assigned to 


announce. 


FM Broadcasters of Chicagoland, 


newly-organized with 10 stations, 


launched a monthly phone survey last week to determine the local 


extent of FM listening and the number’ of FM homes 


Stations will 


use “a coincidental telephone survey” to get listener sampling 


FMBC prexy Ralph Wood, Jr., 
ence, 


who sparked the new outfit into exist- 
said the figures obtained from FM manufacturers with regard to 


listening and sets “varied too greatly to be scientific,” and that the sta 
tions themselves were forced to do the job in order to be able to chalk 


up their gains against AM. 


Series of 15-minute platters for the 1949 Community Chest drives 


has been completed and will be distributed to stations shortly. 
who appear in the transcribed programs are Ralph Bellamy, 


Stars 
Alfred 


Drake, William Eythe, Arlene Francis, Otto Kruger, William Gargan, 
Lon McAllister, Conrad Nagel, Lee Tracy, Leon Janney, Patricia Kirk- 
land, Jessica Tandy and Aline MacMahon 

Series was produced and directed by Mitchell Grayson. Eloise Walton 
radio director of the Community Chests, scripted several of the shows 


Spread of the Roy Rogers show through Canada has tacked another 
$327 to production cost of the Quaker Oats entry on Mutual because 


AFRA has ruled the extras for a delayed broadcast. 
simultaneous time with the airing in the U. S., 


Unable to clear 
the series was set over 


a week in the Dominion thereby calling for an additional $40.90 per 


head for eight scale actors. 
no avail. 
transcription rate. 


Art Rush for Rogers filed a protest but to 
Musicians union waived extras because show is paying the 


Jean Holloway, the Hollywood scripter, is being tagged “Miss ABC.” 


She is writing ‘The First 


Hundred 


Years,’ which bowed on the web 


Jast Thursday and the “Academy Quiz’ and “Mr. and Mrs. Opera, 


both of which are in the audition stage. 
ABC’s “Mr. President” and “The Railroad Hour.” 


In addition, she is scripting 
On other nets she 


does “The Prudential Hour,” “Hallmark Playhouse” and “Theatre of 


Romance.” 














Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 26 





| 


the stunty 
appeal. 

Guided by the adept patter of 
Mel Ventner, who ad libs his way 
through the half-hour melange, 
which includes pop vocals of the 
“Isn't It Romantic” type by Polly 
Lawrence, two or three orch items, 
weather reports given with music 
sound effects, setting up exercise, 
baseball results, a “wishing well” 
novelty for listeners, reading and 
replying to mail, and other “coun- 
try style” sunny-side-up copy, the 
2) minutes passes quickly, pleasant- 
ly and highly suitable for the early 
morning bucolic trade. 

Voices throughout are easy to 
fake with orch lending good sup- 
port. Ted. 





side, an important 





BABY CORNER 
With Mary Aileen Ranney, guests 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
Participating 
WROW, Albany 
A Program nugget which could 
ti _ polished, with a cut in adver- 
sing, is One in which Mary Aileen 
reer id discusses baby care with 
woe. —_ of Albany Visiting Nurse 
moth, Staff, for the benefit of new 
inet in hospitals and homes. A 
con a is saluted on each broad- 
o's ve of birth and sex of child 
~ Hen bed, and flowers—from an 
an” 7 lroy florist—are sent. 
in or one usually spiritual 
offered Pedra read. Copies are 
eature runs about 10 

tefore Buest comes on—which is 
selectin€ a walt. An e. t. musical 
urnitue and commercials for a 
sho re store and a children’s 
JP precede the interview, while 


minutes 
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THE CAMEL sHow 
Vriday Nite, 8:50 DST. 


Mat. 
gt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Every 




















a third plug, for milk concern, fol- 
lows. Authentic, helpful, practical 
information on care and diet for 
baby on hot days, handling tan- 
trums, feeding. bathing, sleeping, 
relations with others in the family, 
etc., is given by registered nurses 
trained in public health. 

Miss Ranney handles the show 
rather well, although her voice is 
too hard and delivery too pres- 
sured. The spieis, too. Jaco. 
FOY WILLING AND THE RIDERS 

OF THE PURPLE SAGE 
15 Mins.;: Tues-Thur.-Sat., 7:15 a.m. 
WILLIAMSON-DICKEY MFG. CO. 
KABC, San Antonio 

In a special transcribed series, 
Foy Willing and his Riders of the 
Purple Sage are airing a real 
western type musical through the 





Texas State Network stations. Com- 


ing as it does at the early morning 
hour just before the man of the 
house takes off for work it should 
be a real goodwill builder tor the 
sponsor who sells work clothes, 
pants and shirts, to both young and 
old. farmers, ranchers and the city 
worker in the factory. 

The opus is well balanced as far 
as western is concerned and is 


played the way the Texans like. 
There is also a goodly share of 
vocals done in the smooth style 


that the group is known for. Only 
distracting factor is the applause 
that greets each number. 

There are several highlights on 
each program broken down to a 
“Western Classic,” a “Memory 
Song” and a “Heart Ballad * Out- 
standing tunes on the airing caught 
were “Pecos Bill.” “Riding Down 
to Santa Fe” and “Rainbow's End.” 

For Willing is héard as m.c. and 
also gives out with the commer ials 
for Dickies Shirts and Pants with 
an assist every now and then by 


a member of the band 
smart 


Shows move along at a 
pace and are we ll »=6balanced 
Adu. 


throughout. 


. 


SS aaa 


: Radio Followup 


+ 
¢ 
. 


oes eor 


FSFE SSSHEPOFELOEHSCSOHESS 


“Breakfast Club.” with Don Me- 
Neill. Sam Cowling and company 
along with substitute Nancy Dono- 
van and newcomel Johnny Des- 
mond, is still showing Its slapdash 
mixture of corn and comedy in jis 
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7th year via ABC, with no visible 
creakings because of age.® Singer 
Johnny Desmond. recently signed 
lo take the place of Jack Owens. 
added a fresh romantic note to the 
mostly - femme audience with a 
rendition of “‘When Day Is Done” 
that might easily mob the studio 
with teenagers. More could be done 
script-wise with Desmond. As it is. 


he gets just another spot on the 
show 

Program fills up its 60 minutes 
lor three sponsors—Swift, Phileco 
and General Mills with emcee 
Don McNeill calling the turn on 
Cast, studio visitors and members 


of his own family in a “eooks sing 
Walters dance” sort of atmosphere 
that hasn't changed its 
basic format years. 
Durable spoofer McNeill, folksy 
wit Cowling and 11-year-old singe 


happily 
over the 


Bernie Christiansen are in new 
company these days, with Desmond 
and caroler Miss Donovan. who's 


taking Peggy Lee’s place on the va- 
Cation stint. The pace has slipped 
temporarily, as a result, but not 
enough to damage its show value 


Good participation note is the 
reading of ditties by members of 
the studio audience. usually in 


breathless stammering fashion. 


Commercial plugs are heavily 
skedded throughout, but deliv- 
ered lightly with enough ad lib 


humor to keep off the bering side 


Altogether. “Club” is a whole- 
some morning airer that hasn’t let 
Its impressive seniority hurt its 


junior freshness 


Barry Gray in Fla. Exit, 
To Rejom WOR With 


After-Theatre Gab Show 


Barry Gray is checking out of 
Florida climes and returning to the 
New York scene. Ex-WOR 
night disk jockey is set to return 

for a 
show similar to the 
from Miami's Copa 
and is now doing on WMIE, 
Miami. Stanza would have Gray 
originate from a Gotham 
taurant or  nitery’ interviewing 
celebs, answering phone calls and 
spinning records. Show would be 
built into a seven-times-weekly 
strip, with possibility that it would 
zlso be simulcast over WOR-TV. 

Gray was dropped by the MBS 
outlet chiefly because he had got- 
ten into scraps with several news- 
paper columnists, resulting in a dif- 
ficult press relations job for the 
station. WOR programmers, how- 
ever, always have felt that he was 
a strong draw as long as he could 
be controlled. Format chosen will 
probably be along the lines of 
WOR’'s “Spotlight On Broadway.” 
which used Harry Hirshfield and 
Dan Healy as emcees before go- 
ing off the air. 


MARKHAM TO DIRECT 
NAB VIDEO DIVISION 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
Emerson 


all- 


to the station 
after-theatre 
stint he did 





Appointment of G. 
Markham to direct the newly-cre- 


ated video division of the NAB 
was announced yesterday ‘1) by 
prexy Justin Miller. Markham 


will give up his post as manager 
of the General Electric television 
station. WRGB, in Schenectady, 
N. Y., to take the post. 

The video division was voted 
last month by the NAB board dur- 
ing a meeting in Portsmouth, 
N.H.. in which a plan of streamlin- 
ing the organization was adopted. 
An audio division, to include AM 
and FM sections, was also created. 

Markham has been in radio for 
over 20 years. He is a director of 
Television Broadcasting Assn. and 
a member of the Methodist Film 
and Radio Commission. 


Wee Grating | 
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_____ (‘entinued from page 25 Saas 
follow. one on the International 
Refugee organization, which he will 
write and produce, and “Il 
Memory Street.” a story about dis- 
placed children, W hich he will also 
write and direct 

Corwin will wind up the series 


with a show tagged “Three Out of 
Three a UN vs. war theme. Dur- 
ing the series. NBC will drop “Uni- 


versity. Theatre” for three broad- 
casts to make room for hour-long 
documentaries. and drop “Living 
1949” for three half-hour shots. A 
big promotion will be tied in with 
the project and RCA board chair- 
man David Saranoff has been in- 
vited to address the [ N Assembly 
during the Koussevilsby dale. 


late evening | 


res- | 


FM Sights Brighter Future: Set 
Sales, Audience Both Hit Upheat 














+ Washington, Aug. 2 
° Things looked up for FM Jast 
Around World Trips Set week The FM Assn. found some 


bright spots in the receiver outlook 


As Jackpot Prizes In 


and the National Assn. of Broad 
° casters gave indications it's trving 
New Giveaway Show to do something for radio's step 
New television giveawav show child 
In which holida, trips around the wine ware beagle atid. 
found comfort in Zenith’s campaign 
world will be the jackpot prizes, to launch its new “Major” FM-only 
is being whipped into shape for an receiver and heavy promotion by 
early fall start on NBC-T\ Pro Crosley of a moderately priced 
gram tentatively, titled Happy ssaicee ures ae et = aon 
: Major” are exceed- 
Holiday will probably run a half- ing production and that popularity 
hour once week, with prizes to Of the TV-FM combo is swelling 
be awarded via telephone calls to the FM audience. 
home viewers FM is exciting buver interest 
aes said Ware, and “can't miss so long 
NBC's interest in the program s¢ this trend keeps up.’ With 750 
marks another move bv that web stations in 450 cities, he added 
into the still-expanding viveawayv “FM represents a national market 
fold Web, until recently would of 100,000,000 people.” 
have nothing to do with the jack q ot NAB passed on to its FM 
executive committee a report by 
pot shows Only several weeks Everett L. Dillard, a Pans ly of 
ago it launched its mammoth the board of progress toward 
Jackpot, “Hollywood Calling,’ on carrving out recommendations 
AM in the Sunday night at 7 slot adopted June 7. Dillard reported 
as a contender for ratings in that that NAB is working with the Radio 
period against the Jack Benny Manufacturers Assn. to improve 
show on CBS. fidelity of FM receivers, that sur- 
NBC is currently dickering with V€yS are under way on_ transit 
several name personalities to take "adio, storecasting and station sue- 
over the emcee job on “Holiday.” ess stories. 
which is expected to follow the He also reported that an eco- 
usual variety format for such pro- nomie study of FM stations, paral- 
grams. ‘Time when it will be aired lelling one in the AM field, is un- 
has not been set. der way by NAB. 





Listen. fr the words Transcribed by AMPEX : 
after the great: shows ia, radio 


Top talent demands 
high fidelity equipment 


Now! New series 300 


MAGNETIC 
TAPE RECORDER 


PREP ED 








Portoble model 


: Console model 


Console Model 300° $1,573.75 + Portoble Model 300 $1,594.41 + Rack Mounted $1 491.75 


“Mate: panel entra 


Farly in 1948 the producers of the Bing Crosby show, officials 
of the American Broadcasting Company and Ampex engineers, 
recorded the Crosby show on an Ampex 200 magnetic tape 
recorder. The show has been reproduced on the air directly 
from the tape, and has been each week since that time. 

The freedom and lack of pressure on the artists, combined 
with the quality, reliability, ease of editing and low cost of the 
Ampex recorded production, has started a steady parade of 
outstanding talent in the Ampex direction... all asking for 


then programs to be “Ampexed.” 


Manufactured by Ampex Electric Corp.- Sam Carlos, Calif. 
distributed by 
BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES + GRAYBAR ELECTRIC CO. Inc. 


9028 Sumet Bivd., Hollywood 46, Celif 420 texington Ave,, New York 17, N.Y. 
AUDIO & VIDEG PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
1650 Broodway, New York, New York 
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radio and television, he said. There 
is no protection against children 
hearing or seeing liquor advertis 
ing on the air, he explained. 

It's. no answer to say that the 
liquot’ industry is legal, he said. 
“In some states, gambling and pros- 
titution are legal,” he declared, 
“but that does not mean that it is 
in the public interest to advertise 
gambling or prostitution. Fortu- 
nately, operators of these enter- 
prises appear to have more respect 
for the American home and a 
greater sense of propriety than to 
force themselves on the privacy of 
our people through the radio.” 

‘Stupid Move’ Sez Johnson 

In a leiter to Walker, Johnson 
said that while he knew that broad- 
casters “fare all anxiously looking 
for new sources of revenue” he 
never believed they “would be so 
stupid and so lacking in their sense 
of public responsibility” as to con- 
sider liquor commercials. 

Beer and wine commercials ‘‘are 
bad and of very questionable 
taste and propriety,” he said, “but 
hard liquor advertising is unthink- 
able and must not be permitted.” 

FCC policy on liquor copy, it was 
learned, will be determined, at 
least in part, on the basis of two 
previous actions. Following the 


repeal of the 18th amendment in 
1934, the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion (predecessor to FCC) called 


upon broadcasters and advertisers 
for “intelligent cooperation” and 
pointed out that millions of listen- 
ers don’t drink and that many 
children are part of the listening 
public. 

The agency warned it would 
hold hearings on renewal applica- 
tions “of all stations unmindful of 
the foregoing and they will be re- 
quired to make a showing that 
their continued operation will 
serve the public interest, conveni; 
ence and necessity.” 

More recently, in 1946, when the 
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on Liquor Ads 








Rev. Sam Morris, a Baptist preach- 
er of San Antonio, asked the Com- 
mission ts deny license renewal to 
KRLD in Dallas because he was 
refused time to reply to “propa- 
ganda” in beer and wine advertis- 
ing, the agency ruled that the prob- 
lem was too extensive in scope to 
single out one station. 

But the commission observed in 
that decision that “advertising of 
alcoholic beverages over the radio 
can raise substantial issues of pub- 
lic importance.” 
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6 -. i. 
SCHEMES 
Company heads and heads of de- 
partments who are staying up 
nights worrying about sales, adver- 
tising and allied problems ... ina 
market that keeps dwindling from 
day to day... CAN STOP WORRY- 
ING! 


SCHEMES 


is a new, smart, brainy outfit 
headed by specialists who have *he 
savvy and the guts to set things 
up and get things done. We dis- 
cuss your problem and objectives 
with you, or anyone you delegate, 
and come up with Ideas, Plans, 
Programs, Gimmicks, for promoting, 
merchandising, marketing, any line 
of business that is founded on ad- 


vertising, sales techniques, and 
public relations. 
SCHEMES 

wu 

does all this for a flat fee. Are you 


a motion picture executive who 
wants some new thinking on a mo- 
tion picture coming up? We'll 
startle you with our thinking and 
our ideas ... and get you results 
you never dreamed of, with all due 
respect to your own advertising and 
publicity department. 


NT “ A. 
SCHEMES 
wih 
operates not only in the motion 
picture field, but also in Television, 


Radio, Theatre, Sports and with In- 
dustrial and Commercial concerns. 


BY NAT. 
SCHEMES 
con supplement the thinking and 
pianning of your own department, 


or—and this we prefer—supplant 
them on a major project. 


ALL CLIENTS KEPT 
CONFIDENTIAL 


sCiibs 


Box V-287, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
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Palisades and away from Gotham’s 
skyscraper area assures the outlet 
of a powerful signal and plenty of 
spot biz. Cut of this revenue, plus 
the opportunity for a showcase, 
will entice indie producers to put 
their packages on the station, ac- 
cording to the WOR theory. 


To further cut costs, WOR-TV 
will operate five nights a week, 
from 7 to 11 p.m., integrating 


its AM and TV operations and si- 
muleasting many of its audio 
shows. No vidpix will be used 
and al! programs will be live, ac- 
cording to present plans. Audi- 
tions are also being done live, 
with “Life of the Party,” starring 
Herb Polesie of “Twenty Ques- 
tions,”” skedded for an in-the-flesh 
tryout next week. 

Streibert and Seebach feel that 
other video stations have pursued 


a “hurry up—and wait” policy. 
WOR-TV, by waiting first, looks 
forward to a shorter period of 


losses and a quick transition into 
the black. 
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grams to educational stations on a 
regular sked 

(10) Set up a permanent central 
administration office to give pro- 
gram and engineering advice, col- 
lect data and publish a journal for 
educational broadcasters. 

(11) Cooperate with the rest of 
the industry. 

(12) Universities should take 
“bold steps” to get into broadcast- 
ing. 

Those participating in the semi- 
nar included M. S. Novik, radio 
consultant, National Assn. of Edu- 
cational Broadcasters; Seymour 
Siegel. WNYC, N. Y., topper; I. 
Keith Tyler, Ohio State U.; George 
Jennings, prexy of American Assn. 
for Education by Radio; and 18 
other radio directors of colleges 
and universities. Educational 
broadcasters from Japan, Korea, 
the Philippines, Britain and Den- 
mark attended the seminar but did 
not work on the report. 
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learn about making them;” hence, 
greater savings for the public. 
Industry is confident, moreover, 
that the cost-cutting practices in- 
dulged in by retailers, which have 


snarled the market for the last 
several months, will cease when 
the new, low-priced sets hit the 


market. Retailers reportedly had 
anticipated the new prices and so 
were forced to slash the sales price 
on current models to clear their 
floors for the new inventory. 


DuMont’s $1,000,000 Floor Sales 


Illustrating the general indus- 
try optimism is the record $1,000.- 
000 in set orders chalked up by 
DuMont on the floor at the Na- 
tional Assn. of Music Merchants 
meet last week in N. Y. Accord- 
ing to sales chief Ernest A. Marx, 
DuMont originally had _ planned 
only to exhibit the new line but 
there was so much response from 
dealers present that company sales- 
men were forced to start writing 
orders. As a result, the factory 
inventory on the new line was 
completely exhausted. 

New low prices are exemplified 
in the 1950 models of RCA, Philco 
and DuMont. RCA is offering a 
10-inch model at $199.95, first of 


its brand ever to be offered at 
200 or less. Price on the 16- 
inch table model has been cut 


from $495 to $395 and the list for 


12%4-inch sets, which RCA is pro- 
ducing the first time this year, is 
$299.50. DuMont’s new 19-inch 
set, with FM and a 45-rpm record- 
changer, sells at $795. Company 
also has a 12-inch table model 
with FM at $329.50, as compared 
with last year’s price of $425, and 


a 1514-inch consolette (also with 
FM) at $545, as compared with 
$745 in 1949. 

Philco’s sets, incorporating the 


built-in aerial and wide-screen 
pictures, range from $259.95 for a 
10-inch table model offering 61 
square inches of viewing surface. 
Price cuts are exemplified in the 
1242-inch consolette, selling for 
$349.95, as against $439.50 for last 
year’s set, with the 1950 model 
offering seven more square inches 
of screen surface. Philco hits the 
under-$200 marker with a seven- 
inch table model, only one in the 
line sans the built-in aerial, which 
will list at $199.95. 
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merit promotion. To give legit the 


maximum results, a coordinated 
exploitation plan is being set up 
between Esso and the theatre in 
every city where the show is 
carried. 

Program, which will cost Esso 
over $900,000 for the year, will 


have the same personnel that was 
featured in its original production 
John Mason Brown, head of the 
N. Y. Drama Critics Circle, is to be 
the commentator, with Robert Syl- 
vester, N. Y. Daily News’ drama re- 
porter, acting as coordinator of ma- 
terial. Fact-finding committee of 
the various crafts and unions will 
work with Gosch in lining up the 
shows to be trailerized. 

Committee includes Sol Pernick, 
of the stagehands’ union, chairman: 
George Heller, head of the TV 
committee of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America: Angus 
Duncan, of Actors Equity: Rudy 
Karnolt, of the scenic designers 
union; Sam Suber of the American 
Federation .of Musicians, and Mil- 
ton Weintraub, of the Assn. of 
Theatrical Agents & Managers. 
Invitation is to be extended to the 
League of N. Y. Theatres to be 
represented also. 

First legiter to be capsuled has 
not been set but the show will fol- 
low the general format it carried 
last year. Cameras will be moved 
into each theatre, where the cur- 
rent cast, from stars to walk-on 
thesps, will perform. Brown will 
introduce the show and bridge the 
story with his commentary. Every- 
body connected with the produc- 
tion, from the star to the theatre 
doorman, will get paid for the TV 
performance, Gosch said. 











Italo 
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literate the most effective medium 
is radio.” 

Interpreting the results of the 
Pulse study, WOV promotion di- 
rector Carroll Forbes said that 
Italo-American families are a good 
market not only for specialized 
products but also for nationally ad- 
vertised items. Sterling Salt. an 
established national seller, was in 
12.1% of the Italian pantries, ac- 
cording to WOV’s 1947 inventory. 
The new pantry study, made after 
Sterling had been plugged on the 
indie for nine months, shows it in 
21.2% of the homes, almost double 
the previous figure. 

WOV estimates that there are 
562,000 Italian-speaking families 
in its coverage area, of which 515.- 
400 are in radio homes. Its Italian 
biz is reported at an all-time peak. 
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branch director of OWI during the 
war, reportedly wanted to develop 
WOL into a quality public service 
operation and was willing to invest 
heavily to expand its coverage. 
The change in policy, plus intense 
competition occasioned by a flood 
of new stations in the area, made 
the going tough. It has barely 
kept out of the red of late, it 
is said. At the time Cowles got 
it, it is understood, it could have 
brought $800,000 to $1,000,900. 
With the disposition of WOL., 
the Cowles station said, the pub- 
lisher-broadeasting firm will con- 
centrate its radio operations on 
3oston and the midwest. Cowles 


owns WCOP in Boston, KRNT in 
Des Moines and WNAX in Yank- 


ton, S. D. The company also pub- 
lishes morning and_= afternoon 
newspapers in both Minneapolis 


and Des Moines, Look and Quick 


magazines. 

WWDC has been operating on a 
24-hour schedule and has a transit 
radio franchise for its FM auxili- 
ary. The station, with a dial posi- 
tion at 1,450 ke, is near the top 
in Washington listenership. Ben 
Strouse, the outlet’s general mana- 
ger, said the 5 kw facilities of 
WOL will strengthen tte competi- 
tive position of WWDC in the 
capital area. “By this purchase,” 
he added, “we reaffirm our faith 
in the Washington market and 
in the future of radio.” 

About 50 people on the staff of 
WOL will be affected by the sale. 
At least, they will have some time 
to look around while the FCC gets 
around to approving the deal. And 
whoever buys the facilities of 
WWDC will probably hire some 
of them. 





BAB 


Continued from page 27 





subscribers, would allow it to be 
directed by those most interested 
in its suecessful operation. He 
said BMB should probably be set 
up as a separate corporation with 
broadcasters, agencies and adver- 
tisers as stockholders. 


On the relations between NAB 
and the Television Broadcasters 
Assn., Miller said NAB proposes 


to operate as a service organiza- 
tion that will also aid TV stations. 
However, he added, ““‘We won't go 
into promotion of tele as opposed | 
to AM or FM, and therefore there 
is a need for a special organization 
such as TBA. And certainly there 
will not be any fight between the | 
two groups.” 





South’s All-Negro Radio |: 


Station to Bow Despite 
Damage by Hoodlums 


Birmingham, Aug. 2. 

WEDR, newly built all-Negro 
station, will go on the air around 
Sept. 1 despite the wreckage of its 
transmitter tower by a gang of 
hoodlums last week. Tower, cost- 
ing $5,000, was turned into a 
twisted mass of steel when its sup- 
porting cable was cut Friday (29). 
It had been completed only the 
night before. | 

J. Edward Reynolds, prez of the 
Magic City Broadcasting Co., op- 
erator of WEDR, said a new tower 
has been ordered and the station’s 
opening would be delayed only 
two weeks. An armed guard will 
protect the outlet from now on. 
WEDR was planned as an all- 
Negro operation devoted to educa- 
tion, music and religious airers. 
Reynolds said that station did not 
aim to air programs of a contro- 
versial nature. 





‘Hiroshima: 4 Years Later’ 
Set as ABC Documentary 


Fourth anniversary of V-J Day 
will be marked by ABC with an 
hour-long documentary on “Hiro- 
shima: 4 Years Later.” Special 
airer has been skedded by Robert 
Saudek, the web’s public affairs 
veepee, for Sunday, Aug. 14, at 
4:30 p.m. 

Norman Cousins, editor of the 
Saturday Review of Literature, will | 


script. Cousins is flying to the 
Japanese city, razed by the first 
atom bomb to be used _ against 


the enemy, to get first-hand facts 
on Hiroshima’s present condition 
ABC, it will be recalled, two years 


ago aired a series in which John 
Hersey’s New Yorker piece on 
the bombing was read in_ its 


entirety 





Farrell Show Gets Bounce 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Morris B. Sachs Clothing, a ma- 
jor Chi user of radio and tele, is 
dropping the Skip Farrell show on 
WENR in favor of a new disk jock- 
ey stint, starting Aug. 8 on the 
same outlet. Sachs is reported dis- 
satisfied with the sales impact of 
the Farrell show, despite its 
healthy ratings, and is reported 
switching its ad spotlight to an old- 
er audience group. 

Sponsor figures the Farrell show, 
a weekly quarter hour, is beamed 
at an audience in the 20-30-year 
bracket, which makes for a highly 
receptive group without any cash 
to put down for new clothes. \ 


WINN-WLOU COMBO 
PLAN GETS FCC NIX 


Louisville, Aug. 2. 

Proposed combined operation 
for Louisville stations WINN and 
WLOU which was advanced by 
Kentucky Broadcasting Corp. 
owner of WINN, was disapproved 
last week by FCC. WINN oper. 
ates unlimited time on 1,240 kilo. 
cycles, but power is limited to 259 
watts. 

Corporation notified FCC ijt is 
considering purchase of the fa. 
cilities of WLOU, which operates 
on 1,350 kilocycles, 1,000 watts 
daytime __ only. Purchase plan 
would give WINN increased air 
range, as WINN could air over 
WLOU’s 1,350 days and 1,240 at 
night until facilities for 5-kw. day 
airings and 1 kw. night time could 
be built. As soon as new facilities 
would be ready, 1,350 frequency 
would be used exclusively. 

FCC, in turning down the plan 
said the proposal involved in- 
efficient use of the frequencies. 
Harry McTigue, prez and géneral 
manager of WINN said last week 
that FCC’s announcement does not 
altogether kill the purchase plan, 
and he is to discuss next course 
ot action, 

WINN is an ABC affiliate. and 
must maintain full time operation 
in order to retain its franchise, 

KAYCEE’S FM OKAY 
Kansas City, Aug. 2. 

Permit for a new FM station in 
McPherson, Kan., was granted by 
the FCC last week. McPherson 
Broadcasting Co. will build the 
new station. 

FCC also recently received an 
application for a new AM station 


in Poplar Bluff, Mo. W. L. Bran- 
don, O. A. Tedrick and E. K. Port- 
er, doing business as the Butler 


County Broadcasting Co., are the 
applicants. 
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Caroline Ellis, talented 15- 
year veteran radio person- 
ality, directs the KMBC- 
KFRM “Happy Home” 
women’s commentary pro- 
gram. Gifted with a won- 
derful voice anda rich back- 
ground, Caroline Ellis is one 
of the best known woman 
broadcasters. Repeatedly, 
her program has the high- 
est rating of any womans 
program in the Kansas City 
Primary Trade area. 

Caroline is sponsored by 
the Celanese Corporation of 
America, and has just com- 
pleted asuccessful campaign 
in behalf of a regional poul- 
try advertiser, with season 
business. 

Contact us, or any Free 
& Peters “Colonel” on her 
two availabilities! 

*Availabie Tuesday and Thursday. 


Caroline Ellis 











KMBC 


of Kansas City 


KFRM 


for Rural Kansas 
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Wednesday. August 3, 1949 





Ted Wallerstein, Columbia Rec 
cA-Victor V-P., in charge of cons 
last Thursday (28) at the Music 


spoke first, 
the nelg 
jn the pop category, 
fields, and only 6% 

Wallerstein Ss 
represented between 
n 
60% of the volume. 


another 14°% 
of the total wo 
350% 


and 40° 


hborhood of 200,000,000 units 


tated that, roughly, 20° 


Famous Classical Remarks 


ords president, and Joe Elliott. 
umer products, made statements 
Industry Trade Show and Con- 


ention in New York about the sale of Classical records which 
aie curiously slanted to dovetail with their respective rpm de- 
ag OP Microgroove Long-Playing disks, of course, are more 
applicable to classical music than RCA’s 45 rpm platters and 
changers, which lend themse Ives more to pop disks Elliott. who 
j stated that this year’s total sale of disks should be in 


He said that 80°> would be 
in the kiddie, international! 
uld be covered by classical sales. 
which 
busi- 


etc., 


are Classical. 
the dollar 


of sales 


o of volume of 


ess—and for some dealers of late classicals it may have reached 


Wallerstein also made the statement that the foundation of Victo1 


was its current Red Seal cataiog 


He also said that the resurg- 


ence, in the mid-’30s, of the recording business, was due entirely to 


classical recordings. Most recor 
that statement, pointing out that 


pack from the sale depths of the « 


electronic recording and reproduction 
This type of recording and reproduction was devel- 


recordings. 


d men violently disagree wiih 
the disk industry was brought 
‘arly '30s, by the development of 
(jukeboxes), and popular 


oped in the 20’s, but did not mean anything until 10 years or so 


later. 








Test Case on ‘Per Use’ ASCAP Payoff 
Saves Sam Fox Over $40,000 Damages 


In the case of Frank J. Pallma, * 
Jr. and Stanley Warner against 
the Sam Fox Publishing Co., Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in N. Y. Fed- 
eral court sliced over $40,000 from 
the amount which a special master 
had awarded plaintiffs. The action 
arose under an agreement made in 
1928 whereby Pallma-Warner as- 
signed to Fox Music all rights in 
their publications, and Fox agreed 
to pay them royalties, including 
50% of all moneys realized from 
licensing their compositions for 
public performance and synchroni- 
gation. The principal dispute arose 
over the amount to be allocated to 
the Pallma-Warner compositions 
under the bulk ASCAP and _ syn- 
chronization contracts made by 
Fox. 


Fox contended for payments on 
a per-use basis, while the plaintiffs 
insisted on an availability basis 
or, the relative value of the plain- 
tiffs’ songs measured against the 
other tunes in Fox’s catalog and a 
percentage of income paid on that 
basis. The matter was referred to a 
special master to determine the 
proper basis upon which payment 
should be computed and the mas- 
ter ruled that Fox must account for 
both ASCAP and synchronization 
revenues on an availability basis. 
He found that the amount due 
Pallma-Warner from 1928 was the 
sum of $42,149.41. Of this sum 
approximately $1,000 represented 
incidental items, and the balance 
the Pallma-Warner share of the 


bulk ASCAP and synchronization 
revenues. 


Fox retained Julian T. Abeles 
as special counsel to argue the mo- 
tion before Judge Goddard in op- 
Position to the Pallma-Warner ap- 


Plication to confirm the special 
oe? report. In his original 
ecision of July 3, 1947, Judge 


Lodderd agreed with Abeles that 
oe master’s method of allocation 
ve /mproper and ordered a re- 
a The master then filed a 
one emental report reducing the 
posrey to $12,555.25. Upon the 
a application before 
ton Goddard to confirm the mas- 
Godd supplemental report, Judge 
ae ard again sustained Abeles’ 
ee that there should be a 
ie the. reduction in the amount 
ete “con He reduced the 
1928 " (including interest from 
$8.345 nd date) to the sum _ of 
nally "ten As the amount origi- 
with | on due by the master, 
interest would be $49.104.05. 
Don rence Saved Fox is over 
iateeens Judge Goddard likewise 
“oe i that Fox was entiiled 
peter of $3,813.89, thereby 
able b Peocing the amount pay- 
likewie, 0x to $4,531.41. The court 
tention agreed with Abeles’ con- 
Gietias that, in view of the sub- 
at p eniction ‘in the recovery, 
Day ae would have to 
disbursements e master’s fees and 
The Important Precedent 
Case is important to the 

e “per use” formula advanced 
a and employed by Judge 
of ASCAP” determine the amount 
to each o revenue to be aliocated 
loire of Composition in the reper- 
first 4j a publisher. This is the 
ated me that this repeatedly de- 
mined ager eag- has been deter- 
y the Court. The basis of 


(Continued On page 43) 





PICKENS’ SOCK BIZ 
WITH WASH. SYMPH 


Washington, Aug. 2 


Largest audience of the season 


turned out to hear Jane Pickens 


with 


an 


solo the National Symphony 


in all-Gershwin program 
Wednesday (27) night. An extra 
1,000 seats had to be added to the 
10,000 capacity Watergate, out- 
door spot for the svmph’s summer 
series, with an additional estimated 
audience of 15,000 parked in 
assorted tvpes of boats along the 
river edge, where the concert barge 
is anchored, and swarming the 
bridges and Government-owned 
parks on the fringe of the amphi- 
theatre. 

Moneywise, the Pickens concert 
ran about neck and neck with 
that of Gladys Swarthout, who 
preemed the Watergate’ season. 
with draw of both = attributed 
mostly to their radio buildups. 
With bite of reduced-rate season 
tickets. and house scaled from 
$2.10. with thousands of seats at 
50c, gross for each of these two 
concerts ran around $5,500. Ca- 
pacity take of these two attrac- 
tions is a large factor in giving 
Watergate its most profitable sea- 
son to date. 


Disk Jock Polls 
Key to Action 
Sought by BMI 


Because it feels that lists that 
measure live radio performances 
of plug songs. such as the Peatman 
and RH sheets, reflect forced and 
“synthetic” popularity ratings, 
Broadcast Music, Inc., is dropping 
its “payment by plug” systems of 
affiliation with music publishers. 

Radio-backed performance = so- 
ciety is emphasizing to its affiliated 
publishers that hereafter it wants 
to see song “‘action” reflected only 
in disk jockey request tune polls. 
It feels these performances more 
clearly point out the true public 
reaction value of a melody. 

BMI, incidentally, is currently 
going through the most successful 
period, with affiliated publishers. 
it has experienced since the or- 
ganization was set up. Currently. 
there are four BMI-affiliated melo- 
dies that are moving up- -“You're 
Breaking My Heart.” “Room Full 
" “You're So Understand- 


past 





of Roses, lerstand- 
ing’ and “Jealous Heart . They 
follow. “It's a Big Wide, W onder- 


ful World.” 


CHAS. GOLDBERG STRICKEN 


Charles Goldberg. professional 
manager of Chappell Music, Is In 
New Haven, with 


Grace hospital. 
a heart condition. 
Vacationing in New Haven last 


week, Goldberg was hospitalized 
Friday (29) when suddenly 
| stricken, 


VARIETY 
Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Some Enchanted Ey ening” 
_Retail Sheet Music Seller 
‘Some Enchanted Evening” 
. “Most Requested” Disk 
Some Enchanted Evening” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 

Best British Seller 
“Wedding of Lilli Marlene” 


TV's Disk Effect 
In Brushoff By 
Ted Wallerstein 


In the discussion before a large 





group of dealers, which marked the 
28) 
Industry Trade Show and Conven- 
tion in New York, Ted Wallerstein, 
president and chairman of the 
board of Celumbia Records made a 
Statement which flatly pointed out 
that television isn't expected to 
have any effect on the record busi- 
ness. He said. ‘there is the fun- 
damental fact that whether it be a 
motion picture, whether it be radio 
whether it be television, none of 
them interferes with the funda- 
mental thing that the record indus- 
try brings to the home—the whole 
world of music you want. when you 
want it, and by whom you want it 


close Thursday of the Music 


until some other thing comes 
along that can supply that, the rec- 
ord industry will be. as it is now. 
a great industry So, it is some- 
thing that we ‘record men) should 
have faith in.” 
Wallerstein’s statement regard- 
ing the possible conflict between 
tele and recordings has a lot of 


merit, it’s felt by music publishers, 
record men, etc Many industry 
people generally agree there exists 
now a TV-disk conflict, particular- 
ly in taverns, where coinmachines 
and video screens vie for customer 
favor. 

Since the disk biz flourished in 
the past decade, with radio grow- 
ing during that period in leaps and 
bounds, Wallerstein’s statement 
seems to have taken a lot of the 
edge off the spectre of video. 


Dancery Ops-BMI | 
Tiff Miffs Agcies. 


Chicago. Aug. 2. 


Insistence by members of the 
Midwestern Ballroom Operators 
Assn., that contracts covering 


bands they hire for their ballrooms 
contain clauses indemnifying oper- 
ators from damages in the event a 
leader plays a song owned by 
Broadcast Music or one of ‘its af- 
filiated publishers. is bothering 
band agencies. Attorneys for lead- 
ers being bargained for by MBOA 
member operators are refusing in 
many cases to allow clients to sign 
pacts carrying the clauses, under 
the theory that the MBOA battle 
with BMI is no concern of theirs 
and there’s no reason why leaders 
should be put in jeopardy of an 
infringement suit. 

BMI has insisted that the MBOA 
member operators, headed by 
Larry Geer, of Clear Lake, La., 
agree to BMI licenses or stop the 
use of its songs in their ballrooms. 
MBOA is resisting and figures that 
clauses in band contracts calling 
upon leaders not to play BMI mu- 
or indemnify owners against 
BMI infringement suit damage, 
will do the trick According “o 
agency bookers, it isn't. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

Joseph V. Baker. Philadelphia 
Inquirer newsman, has been hired 
bv RCA-Victor for a special pro- 
motional! job to plug the company s 
Negro artists. allegedly being play- 
ed down by local disk jocks 

Platter-spinners here hooted at 
the idea of discrimination, pointing 
out that Billy Eckstine is out in 
front on virtually every jok’s list. 
and that records are play ed by re- 
quests in a great nuinber of cases 

Disk jocks blame RCA for fail- 
ure of the company s Negro artists 
to get more plugs. claiming the col- 
ored stars are getting the lowest- 
jrung material. 


sic, 
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| Well. It I 


The recording business was e 
and the slow burn had to happen. 


Convention in New York. 
The middlemen, 
steam. 


to some, because there were too 


tendance from both the LP (Columbia) 


knowing direc 
Maybe some of it was staged. It 


lappened! 
iving itself a needless hotfoot, 
It did. at the Music Merchants 


t customer reactions, blew some 
looked a little too pat 
many of the top echelon in: at- 
and 45 rpm (RCA Victor) 


factions. 

But regardless of the-respective merits, if the debative points 
between RCA’s Joe Elliott and Columbia's Ted Wallerstein are to 
be literally accepted lis looks like a needless drag-out fight. 
Fach thinks theirs is the best. The dealers felt that LP, at least, 
had made some strides: but the su otal conclusions appear to 
be that the record-buying public was not properly sold on the 
idea that, regardless, the 78ers w tinu e to be fully manufac~ 
tured and serviced. So much emphasis was placed by their pro- 
ponents on the advent and conflict of the 33 1.3 and 45 rpm 
systems, that each forgot about being careful to convince the 


public that 78 was still the kingpin speed and would be for some 


time to come 
That wasn't very bright. Ther 
millions of homes, and this 


confused, confounded—and 


It’s all been such a needless headache 
and 
the customers that they haven't 


disk speeds 
the 


the different 
Ove! 


of 


companies got idea to 


forgotten their old 78 rpm marke! 


sales 


e are still millions of players in 


old customer” public found itself 


resistive. 
this topsy-turvy whirl 


it’s about time the recording 


And it wouldn’t be a bad idea 


if they got over the fact that many new record players will carry 


all three speeds, so that custome 


‘r stops worrying about whirling 


himself dizzy about that phase of it and know that if he buys a 
favorite song or an artist it'll play without the necessity of an 


engineering course. : 


Abel 





Harried Dealers Plague Col., Victor 


With Anxious Queries on RPM 


ae 





TRIO SET UP CO. 
TO PUBLISH ODD TUNE 


Cromwell Music, new firm jointly 
owned by Billy Whitlock, British 
songwriter; Gene Rayburn, WNEW, 
New York, disk jockey, and U. S 
songwriter Carl Sigman, has been 
set up to publish a melody called 
“Scotch Hot,” or “Hop Scotch 
Polka.” Action followed un- 
usual set of circumstances. 

Whitlock wrote the tune 
time ago and recorded it for 
British Decca on bells. It made 
a unique recording, and Rayburn 
secured a copy. He pounded it 
day after day for months on his 
show and, meantime, communi- 
cated with Whitlock and got Sig- 


an 


some 


man to write a lyric. Title was 
then changed to “Hop Scotch 
Polka.’ and Guy Lombardo re- 


corded it for Decca and Three Suns 
for Victor with the added words. 


See Extension 
As Last One In 
ASCAP-TV Snag 


New extension of time granted 
the television industry last week 
(28) by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, on the signing of a contract, 
may well be the final one the So- 
ciety will allow. Organization does 
not intend getting tough with the 
video men over the delay in 





signaturing an agreement, but in- 


dividual members of the board of 
directors are becoming very im- 
patient with the lack of action. 
Following last week's board meet- 
ing, at which the extension was 
granted, it’s said it was generally 
agreed that this would be the final 
one. 

ASCAP execs insist that the de- 
lav on an agreement is the con- 
clusion of a per-program contract, 


which individual televisors asked 
for in lieu of a blanket deal. It’s 
asserted that the terms of the 
blanket license arrived at bv 


ASCAP execs and representatives 
of the five tele networks. and which 
later were submitted to the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, is 
okav. But there also have been 
whispers that one or two objectors 
to that deal are contributing to the 
delay. 


is currently 
name band 
war Plaved 
of Halifax and 


Tony Pastor’s band 
in Nova Scotia, first 
there since during 
200th anni of city 
goes on to promotion dates in 
Glace Bay. Moncton. St. John and 
Frederickton, all this week. 


RCA executives smarting some- 
what over the enlarged accounts of 
what occurred during the final 
meeting between dealers and man- 
ufacturers at the Musie Industry 
Trade Show and Convention in 
New York Thursday (28), have ex- 
pressed the opinion that the meet 
was “packed” with dealers faver- 
able to CRC’s Microgroove Long- 
Plaving 334% rpm system. Ever 
since the meeting, which was 
marked by talks from Ted Waller- 
stein, Columbia Records president 
and board chairman, and Joe Elliott, 
RCA v.p. in charge of consumer 
products, the music industry in 
N. Y. has buzzed about and ex- 
panded on a “blowup” between 
Wallerstein and Elliott over the 
rivalry of the two new recording 
developments. 

Actually, there wasn't much of a 
ruckus. What there was was 
caused by harried dealers wanting 
to know what the score might be in 
the near future, and they asked 
questions of both Elliott and Wal- 
lerstein. Some of the queries flung 
at Elliott were rather bluntly put. 
Midway in his speech, Elliott 
pointed out that out of 600 steres 
surveyed in 47 cities, around 500 
dealers were favorable to and suc- 
cessful with RCA’s 45 rpm ma- 
chines and records, 14 unfavorable 
and 86 indifferent. Later, a dealer 
called these figures the partial re- 
sult of “some anonymous surveys” 
and suggested that, since the meet- 
ing then in progress was being at- 
tended by the “finest cross-section 
of the entire retail record industry 
in the country ,.. I propose... 
a show of hand@ to find out whieh 
system has met with the best con- 
sumer acceptance to date—the 45 
or 33'!2 rpm. We might also have 
a show of hands for those that have 
nothing to say.” 


As a result, the Columbia LP 
system drew a large majority ef 
the support of those’ dealers 
present. 

Another wanted to know why 
Victor and Columbia don’t get to- 
gether and each produce all three 
speeds of records, as Capitol is 
going to do. Both Wallerstein, 
first, and Elliott thereafter asserted 
that neither would take that course 
unless consumer demands made it 
mandatory upon them to do so, and 
that has not happened as yet with 
either one. Elliott, as a matter of 
fact, had previously stated in his 
adress to the dealers that Victer 
fuily intended to see the 45 rpm 
system through. 

Elliott did make one statement, 
however, which has record and 
music men curious. He said, “I 
can announce to you today that at 
least for the balance of this year 
RCA-Victor will not merchandise 
any other records except 45 and 


we 


78. That phrase, ‘for the balance 
of this year.” is being taken by 
many as indication that if things 


do not go right RCA would be will- 
ing to begin making use of Colum- 
bias 33'3 system. 
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“Through A Long 
and Sleepless Night”-“‘Neon Signs” 
(Capitol). “Sleepless Night, hs 

ssible hit from the 20th-Fox 
aie “Come To The Stable,” is 
fair under Peggy Lee’s treatment. 
She doesn’t capture the full por- 
tent of the lyric, and the melody 
is somewhat less attractive than 
it is on Dinah Shore's (Columbia). 
“Neon Lights” makes one wonder 
ow and why Miss Lee was assign- 


to do it. ge 
ne Crosby “Ichabod’ . It’s 
More Fun Than A Picnic”; Kat- 
ina’- “The Headless Horseman 
De tieies from the 


Peggy Lee 


Jocks, Jukes andD isks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








mony Mama,” cut by Bud Hobbs 
|(M-G-M) . . . Milwaukee’s _ beer- 
makers should be happy about the 
ads in Frankie Yankovie’s ‘“Mil- 
waukee Polka” (Columbia) . 
Same city gets different melodic 
attention from Kitty Kallen’s “Mil- 
waukee” (Mercury), a novelty . . 
Decca version of “Jealous Heart,” 
by Jenny Lou Carson, will be fol- 
lowed soon by one by Jack Owens 
sola . Jimmie Grisson’s ‘‘Haunted” 
(M-G-M) is worth spinning by 
jocks ... Some of the best Latin 
music in weeks is aboard America 
label disks by Dacita and her orch, 
“Oye Negra,” “Spanish Tomata,” 
Shua Shua,” “Solido Joaquin.” 


a). Three . A ‘ 
poy of Walt Disney's Ichabod Standout western, blues, hillbilly, 
And the Toad,” and “Picnic, from polka, etc. Bob Camp, “Reading 
“As The Girls Go, Broadway Blues” (Decca); Ray Smith, “Ten- 
musical. None of the four shows nessee Polka” (Columbia); Esmer- 
real hit possibilities. “Headless eldy, “Please Don’t Hurt Me If 
Horseman” and “Katrina = are fair; You Don’t Love Me” (M-G-M); 


idates for jock and juke spins. 
ae is backed by the Rhythm- 
aires and John Scott Trotter's 
and Vic Schoen’s orchestra. 

Frank Sinatra “It All Depends 
On. You”-"I Only Have Eyes For 
You” (Columbia). Sinatra may not 
have a revival hit in either of these 
two standards, but there's plenty 
room for numerous jock 
particularly of “It All Depends. 


Bouncing it off a rhythm beat by! 


Axel Stordahl, Sinatra boots the 
oldie along a smooth kick groove, 
twisting the melody slightly to his 
own style. On the reverse he's 
not quite so sharp. Yet, the ballad 
is well handled, the Ken Lane 
Singers and Stordahl backing. 
Bill Farrell “Through A Long 
and Sleepless Night’’-"‘Circus” (M- 
G-M). For some reason, “Sleepless 
Night” just doesn’t seem to be a 
male singer’s song. Yet, Farrell 
does a nice job on it and he doesnt 
compete too directly with Dinah 
Shore (Columbia). Jocks figure to 
get some use out of it. Farrell does 
a better job on the reverse, a tune 


with distinct possibilities (Tony 
Martin-Victor were first out). It’s 
a show-type melody that plays 


better every repeat. Earle Hagen’s 
baton backs both sides. 

King Cole And Trio ‘I Get Sen- 
timental Over Nothing” - “Your 
Voice” (Capitol). “Sentimental” is 
the type of tune that fits snugly 
into Cole’s vocal groove. He does 
it well, aided by a vocal group, 


and the side impresses as one that | 


jocks will spin often though it may 
not hit hard. On the reverse, Cole 
imprinted a semi-novelty, 
rhythm beat, that’s cute. 


Russ Morgan “‘Strummin’ on the| ~ 1 SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (10) (Williamson).........../ Perry Como. ......... Victor 
Old Banjo’-“I Can’t Believe It’ | : es 
egy ea has been knee- | 2. AGAIN (26) (Robbins) ...............ccccccccccccccscccee: 46 joy ~Aloctaguegaa aa en 
pal ore 1 VeC ERRINGRE....: 665.6005: Mercury 
deep in hits in recent months. He_ ‘ * 
could have another in “Strummin’.” $ 3. RIDERS IN THE SKY (14) (Morris) ....................... | Veunn MeNTES....... Victor 
A corn tune with a lot of appeal | \ Burl Ives ............Columbia 
Morgan and his aides cut witht $ 4, HUCKLEBUCK (5) (United {Froth Siatre ........ Cohen 
get out of it, which means it’s as | i —_ he 
commercial as a buck. And there’s | 5. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (2) (Hill & Range)................ ? sage Kaye........... Victor 
a lot more melody to it than usual- | Dick Haymes............ Decca 
2 yea in — he | bret! 6. BALI HA’I (7) (Williamson) ............................... t Shee Chane se ceeveess saad 
ngs up a fair ballad, voca peer ecc 
4 “Ay ~chonad ae ee ctuma|¢ 7 BABY IT'S COLD OUTSIDE (11) (Melrose) ................ ooo P20 
? ‘ MOM os ceweeen olumbia 
Lu”-“Lingeri j Lane” | ; 
MGM tere ict teun-| 2° 8 I DON'T SEE ME (11) (Laurel) ..............c0.0cc0ecece. }Gordon Jenkins......... Decca 
; “t n= | UPS COU. ; «os scscoeds Victor 
derstand why a recording artist | \ wo ie? 
will waste even one side of a rec-- $ 9. WONDERFUL GUY (7) (Williamson) ...................... | Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
ord with a tune that doesn’t belong | (Fran Warren............ Victor 
on wax. That applies to ‘““Luna Lu,” 10. FOREVER AND EVER (15) (R s oe J Victor 
Vocalled by Bobby Beers and the | MOE + ssa rnerorsnsrense ren: l Russ Morgan............. Decca 


Blue Notes. On the reverse, Bar-. 
ron sliced a corn tune that might | 
have a chance to do something. | 
Entire outfit gives tongue to the 
lyric, and it sells nicely. Ames | 
Bros. has a good version of the 
melody (Coral), too. 


«e24y Lombardo “Scotch 
Dangerous Dan McGrew” (Decca). 
Both these sides deserve wide jock 
and juke play, and they’re likely 
to get it. Lombardo’s “Scotch Hot” 
is one of the liveliest things he’s 
one recently. It’s a polka-type 
thing brightly arranged and vocal- 


Hot”’- 


1pover brings up Kenny Gardner 
and what might be termed a sequel 
to the band’s “Frankie and John- 
pf and almost on the sarhe level 
of waxed entertainment. The un- 
usual punchline is a rare touch. 


ye Bros. “Noah’s Ark’’-‘Tears 
h appiness” (Cora!), Ames group 
ott unusual flexibility on its 
_ Side, a spiritual that zips 
alot @ groove that will get them 

ot of plays. Jocks won't go wrong 
Programming this piece. It’s smart- 
Y performed ona rhythm beat 


and it sells itself. Backing is okay, 
»arh 


th iec ; 
excellent. wm Piece that forms an 


companion piece. 
Platter Pointers 


; : st interesting hill- 
billy song ideas in weeks is “Matri-| ¢ee*e*e tore? 


spins, | 


on a 


Kirby Walker, “High-Brow Blues” 
(Columbia). 





Csida Explains New 
RCA ‘Screening’ Policy 
To Major Publishers 


Joe Csida, head of RCA-Victor 
artists and repertoire’ division, 
called a meeting with all major 
publishers in New York last 
Thursday (28) to explain the poli- 
cies to be put into effect under 
his regime. 

Csida pointed out to the pubs 
that, due to the press of his public 
relations post and other Victor 
things he’s involved in, it will be 
impossible to personally screen all 
new songs. ‘There will not be a 
resumption of the company’s 
“committee” idea, which. prevailed 
earlier this year under Jack Hall- 
strom, but Charles Greean and 
Henri Rene, pop musical directors. 
will pre-screen all material for 
him. He will then go over all ma- 
terial they pass on for recording. 

Csida asked pubs for coopera- 
tion under such a system. He 
pointed out that it’s impossible for 
one man to keep abreast of the 
increasingly heavy load of 
songs without assistance. 





new 


PEGGY LEE, BARBOUR 
SUED ON ‘MANANA’ 


Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour, Bar- 
bour-Lee Publishing Co., Capitol 


Records, Decca Records and RCA- ! 


Victor have been named defend- 
ants in an infringement suit filed 
in N. Y. supreme court by Walter 
C. McKay 


Lee’s tune, “Manana,” was pirated 


from his unpublished number, 
“Laughing Song,” written about 
1915. 


McKay wants an injunction and 
an accounting of the profits. De- 
fendants entered a general denial 
of all the allegations and argued 
that McKay’s composition was not 
original since he assertedly used 
material gleaned from the public 
domain. 


Action came to light last week 


when the plaintiff moved to ex- | 


amine the defendants before trial. 


LP Royalties Dip 





Columbia Records paid second- 
quarter royalties to music publish- 
ers week, total 
bursement enough to 
create fluctuation in 


relation to the 


and the 
low 


last dis- 
was 
unusual 
centages in 
quarter. 
statement on LP 30% 
below the previous three months, 
despite the 
“South Pacific,’ which, of course, 
is sold on shellae disks, too. For 
78 disks, the statement was 10% 
above previous 


per- 
first 


sales was 


tremendous sales of 


the quarter, and 
lumping the two together showed 
the entire amount distributed only 


5% under the second quarter, a 
trick of figures. 
* Even comparatively small 


amounts have a startling effect on 
statements these days For ex- 
ample, RCA-Victor’s recent state- 
ment ran 55% above the previous 
quarter, strictly because of the 
Vaughn Monroe hit, “Riders in the 
Sky.” Victor has so far shipped 
over 1,250,000 copies of that disk 
to dealers (not necessarily sold), 
and it made the difference in Vic- 
tor’s statement. Without “Riders,” 
‘the increase was slight. 





VARIETY 
PHOPFFossseees 


YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (Algonquin) .... 


FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS ( 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) .............00esceeeeeeee ) 


MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (Triangle) 


taeeieaees aed 
LET'S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) cevelenencwe’ 
“A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (15) (Laurel) ...........0.-0.000006- , 
HOW IT LIES (Morris) . . ...... 2. eee sees err pensnnmieene 
CARELESS HANDS (10) (Melrose)... ........-500005eeeee ees : 
MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B).......... 00000002 +205: 


NEED YOU (Choice) 
CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) 


SOMEHOW (Algonquin) 
WHERE ARE YOU (Famous) 


YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) . 


{Figures in parenthe 


Second Group 


Lombardo)........... ree 


J 


\ 


see eee ewe eene 
coeeoveoes 


j 
Terre Tore er ) 


\ 
ocesen } 


ses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) 


Plaintiff charges Miss | 


30% a5 18s Up 10% 


For example, Columbia’s | 


Sammy Kaye Victor 
Guy Lombardo Decca 
Guy Lombardo........ Decca 
Doris Day . Columbia 
Dick Haymes Decca 
Connie Haines Coral 
Sinatra-Day Columodia 
Perry Como......... Victor 
Perry Como eee Victor 
Tony Pastor......... Columbia 
Bing Crosoy:...ccccacess Decca 
(a): .Capitol 
Sammy Kaye........... Victor 
Mel TOME ...csccssses Capitol 
Guy Lombardo......... Decca 
ATE WOONEY. .. ccc sccccs M-G-M 


i by the trio. It was launched 
ere weeks back by a London disk. | 
+ 
| 
| : 
{ 








Best British Sheet Sellers 


(For Week Ending July 23) 
London, July 24 

Wedding of Lilli Box & Box 

Red Roses Blue Lady... Wright 

Riders in Sky Chappell 


Again ue 2 & F. 
Lavender Blue Sun 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
A You're Adorable’ .Connelly 


Buy Killarney a 
12th Street Rag 


Maurice 
Chappell 


Put Shoes On Gay 
Forever and Ever F.D.&H 
Careless Hands Morris 
Second 12 
Strawberry Moon Kassner 


While Angelus Ring Southern 
Echo Told Me Lie...Chappell 


Beautiful Eyes Leeds 
Faraway Places Leeds 
Powder Your Face. .Chappell 
I'll Always Love You Clover 
Behind the Clouds Feldman 
Rolling Round World Sun 


Cuckoo Waltz K. Prowse 
Put ’Em in Box Connelly 
I Do, I Do, I Do Strauss Miller 


Col. Sticks With British 
Hit, ‘Lili,’ Rather Than 


| Issue Re-Recording 
Rather than re-record the tune, 
“Wedding of Lili Marlene,” in this 





country with one of its own 
artists, Harmony label, Columbia 
Records’ 49c line, will issue the 


Steve Conway disking of the song 


made in England for the British 
Columbia label. Col. has bought 
the U. S. rights to the Conway 


disking and as soon as the master 
arrives here, will begin pressing 
from it 

“Wedding” is England’s No. 1 
best sheet music seller, and Con- 
way’s platter helped make it so 
Leeds Music, which is handling 
the song in the U. S. for Box & 
Cox of England, circulated the 
Conway disk among disk jockeys 
here to get the tune started, and 
it received such reaction Columbia 
decided to go along with it in the 
U. S. instead of making a new 
recording. 


Week of July 30 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines "ect * 20" 30, 


Vic Damone. Mercury 


Stafford-MacRae 
Eddy Howard 


Capitol 


Mercury 


Johnny Mercer Capitol 
Billy Eckstine ....... V-G-M 
Doris Day Columbia 
Blue Barron Vi-G-M 


Carmen Cavallaro ..... Decca 


OEE EPPAEEEFHAELIFEREFISEFEIDD FHIEIEFOPIPIOD OD ID PISO SHES & 


FHSS SSSHHSSHSHSHEHSSFHHSSSHSFHESESFSHSESESSESHFFSHSS- FHF HHFESSHSESSSSSOSSSHHOF OF 4666464644664 445454 


Victor to Take Over Transcription 
Division from NBC; Davis as Head 


¢ RCA-Victor, 


recording division 
of the RCA family, will soon take 
over full operation of the NBC The 
saurus, transcription division of 
NBC, also an RCA subsidiary. Ne 
transfer date set. 

Victor will “buy” the transcrip- 
tion library In making the shift, 
a certain number of executives will 
go along to RCA as well as the 
entire sales staff, including Don 
Mercer, head of the latter Bert 
Wood, program director, will move 
over, too, and the entire operation 
will come under the supervision of 
Victor’s Jim Davis, head of the !at- 
ter’'s “Custom Record” division 

RCA artists and repertoire men, 
now topped by Joe Csida, will 
handle the chore of recording mu- 
sical transcription. Who will han 
dle the other types of transcribed 
packages—dramatic shows, mys- 
teries, etc., is not certain. 








Disk Jockey Review 





COUSIN DAN 
With Bob Kay 
15 Mins., Mon. thru Fri. (11:30 a.m.) 


Sustaining 

WAVE, Louisville 

WAVE has hererotore = shied 
away from disk jockey shows, 


stressing live talent local stuff if 
and when available. This morning 
disk sesh is a deviation from that 
policy, and gives Bob Kay, regular 
staff announcer, an opportunity to 
assume ae character, that’ of 
“Cousin Dan.” Projects a folksy, 
slow-paced type, obviously aiming 
at the oldsters and those of middle 
age, and the result makes for easy 
listening. 

Kay shuns the latest pops, but 
spins a 15-minute stanza of old 
timers and requests. He reads let- 
ters, some of them qurtte lengthy, 
which have a friendly approach. At 
show caught he oblized his listen 


ers with recorded versions of 
‘Melancholy Baby,” “If I Could 
Be With You,” and “I Cried for 


You.”” Numbers of this type seem 
surefire for the 30-year-old-and-up 
listeners. 

A neat touch was worked in 
when Kay tuned in an adjoining 
studio where Carl Bonner was re- 
hearsing his a.m. show, which im- 
mediately follows the Cousin Dan 
stanza. Bonne ran a few arpeg- 
gios, and his brief rehearsal bit 
sounded like the McCoy. So when 
Bonner’s show was introed, lo and 
behold, Bob Kay was the an- 
nouncer, but this time straighting 
as himself. Bridge from one stanza 
to the next was a neat touch, and 
| estabiished a relaxed, palsy tie with 
the listeners. 

“Cousin Dan” disk sesh looks 
vromising, and should catch on 
fast. Wied. 


(n the Upbeat 


Guy Lombardo’s Freeport, N. Y., 
restaurant maintaining big pace 
since opening, past three weeks 
reaching an average gross of $24.- 





, 000 Eli Oberstein to California 
Monday (2) until the 15th Ray 
Anthony band cutting first tran- 


scriptions for Langworth; Bill Con- 
way, former Modernaires member, 
joined Anthony as soloist, writer 
and trainer of band’s quartet, 
Skyliners Georgie Auld open- 
ing restaurant and bar near music 
industry’s Brill Bldg Les 
Brown’s orchestra proving how 
much a hit record can still mean 
to a band with string of successful 
one-nighters in Fast Rosemary 
Cluney, former Tony Pastor singer. 
doing single at Chubby’s, Camden. 


N. J Jack Bregman sails to 
Europe tomorrow (Thursday) 
aboard Queen Elizabeth Hans 


Weiss, D & H Distributing, Balti- 
more, won RCA-Victor’s promotion 
contest on “Riders in the Sky.” 


Hollywood 


Anita Martell opens a two-week 

stand at Chi’s Chez Paree July 29 
Elton Box, after being steered 

around these parts on his first 
gander at Coast music circles by 
Happy Goday, of Leeds Music Co., 
returned to N. Y., Wednesday (27), 
en route to London. Leeds han- 
dles most of the U. S. rights to the 
Box & Co. catalog Marion Mor- 
gan set for six stanzas at the 265 
Club, Frisco, starting Sept. 8. Chirp 
will get $300 weekly. 

Eddie Gilmartin has been named 
western representative for the Na- 
tional Ballroom Operators Assn. 
Gilmartin is manager of the Casino 
Gardens, Santa Monica Nellie 


(Continued on page 43) 
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Starr Protests to SPA on Unfair 
Advantage of Non-Signatories 


the + 


Herman Starr, head of 
Warner Bros. music firms—Harms, 
Remick, Witmark, et al—last week 
protested to the Songwriter’s 
Protective Assn. over what he felt 
to be an unfair advantage held 
by music firms that have not sig- | 
natured the basic SPA contract 
arranged last year. Starr did not 
mention in his letter any specific 
publishers he felt to be holding an 
advantage, since they are not 
forced to abide by the more or less 
restrictive terms of the SPA pact, 
but the only major firms that so 
far have not signed the agree- 
ment are the Dreyfus organization, 
Paramount-Famous, subsids_ of 
Paramount pictures, and Leeds 
Music. 

Dreyfus feels that the SPA pact 
isn’t necessary to him since most 
of his negotiations are for show 
scores and the contract between 
his firms and the writers are writ- 


ten on Dramatists Guild blanks. 
Paramount and Famous feel it 
isn’t necessary to subject them- 


selves to SPA pact terms because 
all their material stems from 
Paramount pictures and the songs 
are written by songsmiths tied to 
the studios under separate con- 
tracts. Leeds has not signed the 
basic agreement because it believes 
the terms to be too restrictive on 
the type of relations it has with 
songwriters. 


Starr’s letter was placed before | 


the SPA Council in meeting last 
week and. it’s understood, a com- 
mittee of SPA councillors will get 
together with him. 


BALLARD BACKING UP 
TOM SCOTT WITH BAND 


Pat Ballard, radio and television 
writer-producer, has signed folk 
singer Tom Scott to an exclusive 
management contract and plans to 
back up the guitarist-singer with a 
special instrumental combination 
which includes banjo, accordion, 
viola and bass, to add flavor to the 
Kentucky mountaineer’s sagas of 
early America. Ballard has re- 
cently been assisting his old writ- 
ing partner, Charles Henderson, 
produce the televiSion version of 
“Stop the Music.” 

Ballard also has a modernized 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s com- 





edy “Two Gentlemen of Verona” | 
in work, and the play is being) 
mulled as a possible book musical | 


or a straight comedy in modern 
Gi dress, under the title, 
Mine, Beloved!” 





“Be } 











Band Reviews | 








FLORIAN ZABACH ORCH (9) 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 

First time the Zabach crew has 
stopped here is for a month-long 
stand at the Terrace Grill, supper 
club of the Muehlebach hotel. | 
Zabach.is a vet of network radio, | 
hotel and club orchestra circuit, | 
but he’s new to Kansas City. 

The Zabach cleffing brings a 
variation which hasn't been heard 
in this spot recently, a brand of 
tempos which leans toward society 
styling. Much of the crew’s work 
features the fiddling of the leader 
and the trumpeting of Mauro 
Bruno. Instrumentation is rounded 
out with trio of reeds which double | 
on flutes, guitar, string bass, piano- | 
celeste and drums-vibes. ae 2 
combo from which Zabach draws 
the maximum, giving strong play | 
to show tunes, pops and Latin 
rhythms. In the vocal department | 
Bruno and Mike Moran, guitarist, 
double. 


Zabach works hard both on the 
stand, at the mike and in fancy 
fiddling. Adds a good bit to orch’s 
output with a pleasing personality 
which registers both in m.c. work | 
and in delivering his own featured | 
string work. Quin, 


DON BESTOR ORCH (10) 


Cavallaro Ordered To 
Play Disputed Date 


Virginia Beach, Va., Aug. 2. 

Surf Beach Club here will get 
Carmen Cavallaro’s orchestra the 
week of Aug. 12, after a drawn-out 
battle between the spot’s Jack 
Kane and Music Corp. of America. 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ New York office last week 
ordered MCA to produce Caval- 
laro the week of Aug. 12. The 
leader will have to cut short a 
California vacation, return east 
and reorganize his band and play 
the date. 

Dispute was based on Kane’s 
claim that MCA offered him Caval- 
laro’s orchestra for the week in 
question, that he signed a contract 
mailed by MCA and returned it. 
MCA never returned him a copy 


| Signed by Cavallaro, and the next 


thing he knew, says Kane, the 
maestro had broken up his outfit 





BMI Setting Up Songwriter Pool 
Based on Performance Payoff Plan 








Tyroleans Claim AKM 


Vienna, July 26. 


Tyrolean provincial government 
has protested against alleged dis- 


crimination of its composers and | 


authors by AKM (Austrian Society 


‘of Authors, Composers and Music | 


Publishers). 


They pointed out that a big sum | 


tis collected annually by AKM, of 
'which only a small margin goes to 
| Tyroleans. 





Arg.-French Agreement 
Buenos Aires, July 26. 





and headed west for a rest. He} Argentina’s Authors and Com- 
complained to the union and,|posers Society (Argentores) has 
meantime, had been seeking ajreached an agreement with its 


band of similar calibre from an- 
other agency, without much luck. 





‘Jealous Heart’ Sleeper 


For Chi Indie Finds Big 


Diskers on Bandwagon 


Universal label, Chicago 
disk company, seems to 
first small record company to 
plague the majors in a long time 
with a “sleeper” hit. Al Morgan’s 
“Jealous Heart,” released by Uni- 





Cascades, Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. 

Relatively inactive the past cou- | 
ple years, Don Bestor moved into | 
the Cascades of the Hotel Biltmore, | 
N. Y., last week to display the | 
| same verve and rhythmic style that | 
|has marked his bands for more | 
'than a quarter century in radio, | 
|theatres and hotels. His veteran) 


versal recently, has reached the 
point where the majors are being 


indie | 
be the| 


French counterpart, the Societe 
'd’Auteurs et Compositeurs Drama- 
tiques (Sacd), for payment of all 
royalties in their respective coun- 
tries on lines laid down by the Con- 
federation of Pan American 
Authors and Composers Societies. 

Jose Giacompol will continue as 
delegates in Argentina for the 
French authors. 





| 





+ Broadcast Music 


Brush; Arg.-French Deal 


‘RH’ Logging System 
Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the sturrvey, based on four major network schedules, 


ade. is bent on 
establishing a writer pool of its 
| own, for the first time since the 
organization was established dyr. 
ing the battle between radio ang 
|the American Society of Com. 
| posers, Authors and Publishers in 
1941. BMI is still experimenting 
with a plan that will sign writers 
and pay them earnings annually 
just as ASCAP does, but so far 
| none has been signatured 

BMI-affiliated publishers weeks 
ago were requested to suggest 
good, young writers as candidates 
|for the plan. It’s stated that song. 
| smiths will not be signed in droves, 
They'll be carefully selected and 
taken on slowly. 
| Plan of payoff calls for minimum 
| Guarantees approximating $400 
| yearly, but the pace of advance. 
|; ment is planned to be much faster 
| than ASCAP, if the writer-candie 
| date is successful, of course. At 
| the completion of a five-year period 
|a writer’s income would be fairly 
| high. BMI declines to guess what 
the figure might reach. 

BMI has for some time mulled 
the plan. It’s emphasized by its 
| executives that it is by no means 
| clearly and fully laid out. 





forced to get out their own ver.| They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 


sions. In the past, indies who 
broke such hits got a fairly long 
headstart before the majors got out 
their own copies; the big com- 


panies got hep to the Morgan rec- | 


| 2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 
| York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal 1m all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 


| crew, in the sweet idiom, fits nicely | ord fairly quickly, and are losing of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 


| with the apparent desires of this | 
room’s mature clientele. 

Bestor is no stranger to Gotham | 
hostelries, for he has held .down 


starting with the Hotel 
| Yorker back in 1931. Bandleader 
is back with a combo of three 
brass. four reed and three rhythm. 
| Stressing melodic arrangements, 
outfit turns out a type of music 


that’s equally danceable and listen- | 


able. 

Aggregation mixes up standards 
| with current pops, but eschews the 
Latin stuff, at least at the session 
caught. Bestor is a personable 
maestro who. alternates from 
batoning to the ivories, which he 
adroitly fingers. Band also backs 
the spot’s half-hour floorshow. 
|House vocalist Suzanne Gilbert 
joins the combo for an occasional 
| number. 

Withal, this unit is a prime ex- 
ample ot what experience and a 
showmanly leader can do for an 
| orch. Gilb. 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Band 


Guy Lombardo....Waldorf (400; $2)............. 
3 Suns-Paul Sparr. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 16 
.... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).. 
Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 5 


Ray Anthony 
Blue Barron...... 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Hotel Played Week On Date 
4 2,750 11,450 

875 5,925 

eceoeee EO 1,025 5,000 

2,600 12,825 





Chicago 


Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover). Leni 


Lynn held over. Okay 1,800 tabs. 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice Show and Masters swinging uphill again; 4,400 covers. 


Vaughn Monroe (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). 


Monroe. Smash 20,000 admissions. 


Near SRO with 


Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Liberace and Modernaires. 





Los Angeles 


Emil Coleman (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
Fourth week; 3,050 covers. | 


and the Merry Macs. 


Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). 


Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; 





Location Jobs, 


Slight drop to 3,100 covers. 
Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 590; $3.50 min.). 
Rodgers and Hammerstein” still big; 3,400 tabs. 


“Salute To 


With Jack Cole Dancers 


Ninth week; 3,000 covers. 
$4 min.). 620 covers. 


no time. 
Written in 1944 by Jenny Lou 


Carson, the tune reached little or | 


‘the podium at sundry N. Y. inns,| 0 success at all until Morgan’s | 
New| current disk. 


Ironically enough, 
| Miss Carson’s own Decca disk of 
| it didn’t make the sort of stir that 
| Morgan’s is reaping now. Decca 
| reissued her platter last week and 


'is following with another by Jack | 
Victor has cut the) 


Owens. RCA 
‘tune by Bill Lawrence, and the 
|other majors are scheduling the 
tune for recording as quickly as 
possible. 





London Sets Morgan 
Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Al Morgan, local pianist, has 
been pacted by London Records. 
| Artist, who etched ‘Jealous Heart” 
for Universal Records, which has 
sold over 60,000 regionally, will 
cut several sides here for London 
in Sept. Universal has made a 
leasing arrangement with London 





on “Heart” and seven other sides. | 


London has also ordered 100,000 
copies of “Heart” from Universal 
to meet major competition. 


Morgan goes back into Helsing’s, 
Chi spot, for another 13 weeks 
after month hiatus, at $1,000 
weekly, as against his first Helsing 
date of $275. Morgan just finished 


| 
| 


theatre. 


‘RIVER’ BIG SURPRISE 
IN HOLDING HIT PACE 


“Cruising Down the River.” 
| which many music people thought 
ito be the type of semi-novelty 
| that would be killed off fairly 
quickly by juke and disk jock ham- 
|Mmering, is setting some sort of a 
record for postwar sales longevity. 
Started back in mid-January by 
Henry Spitzer’s then new publish- 
ing firm, the tune exploded into 
hit class before Spitzer had copies 
printed. And it’s still going fairly 
strong, holding down ninth posi- 











Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; 


$3.50 min.-$1 cover). Jackie Miles 


vice Willie Shore and Billy Eckstine Friday (29); 4,000 tabs. 


Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 


covers to 2,300. 


Orrin Tucker (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


9,000 admissions. e 


Holding at 11,000 admissions. | 
Amateur night helping boost , 


Final week for Tucker. Okay 





(Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 1st wk.). 3,100 admissions. 


Frankie Carle (Palladium B, Hollywood; Ist wk.). 


of season; 15,025 admissions. 
Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens 
13,000 admissions. 


, Santa Monica; 1st wk.). 
Best in two years. | 


Best opening week 


Smash | 


Phil Moore (Mocambo; $3-$4 min.; 2nd wk.). With Julie aa ied 


3,100 covers. 


last week. 


Unusual tenacity of the tune is 
figured to be due to certain for- 
tuitous circumstances. It became 
a hit during the winter and was 
still rolling when spring and sum- 
mer came along. 
is distinctly summery, it drew im- 
petus from the hot months and has 
kept going long after it was fig- 
ured to drop off. Spitzer last 
week shipped 5.400 copies of it to 
jobbers and dealers, which actu- 
ally was a boost over the previous 
week’s dichursement of approxi- 
mately 4.500. 

Manv pubs believe the tune will 
be a standard that will sell sum- 
mer after summer. 


|a two-week appearance at Chicago | 


tion in Varrety’s bestseller list of " 


Since the lyric | 


Week of July 22-July 28 


Songs Publishers 
eee CN CRON 6 iis. foe. uk 6d RdOS SO TES CMe Caw nes Robbins 
I aes. x go. 09 wna 8 oe Cees 1 Oe w eRe . Shapiro 
A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” . ...........eeeeees Williamson 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside—?t‘‘Neptune’s Daughter”............. Morris 
SOeEe PA Ot OU ge oe eb ates ce dibnes eens Williamson 
Dont Gall Bie BwWeGuilare ABIMOLE. «. .. iis ciscceseercctessecias ABC 
Dreariy GiG NOW BMGiIGNG BIGON. . co ik. cds eck decterccssdeccsscnu Leeds 
es po ge Ee <a a erry 
| Fiddle Dee Dee—?“It’s a Great Feeling’. ......c.ccccccececee: Harms 
| Ne PNUD 80.6005 957 255 <ne 9S 1S50 0S SANE ESE VOT ORS Robbins 
if... # 22 BeAr ee rere ss ores ree rae Lombardo 
I altho, Wh ko bbe 3 4 GG 4 Abad ke OO OY 14 899 08 OAT Morris 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore...............2ee005:- Laurel 
BG UUIOP CIO PRGAIES ook. io ois bbs ov daeccmecisesseeneess Republic 
Just One Way To Say I Love You—*‘Miss Liberty”........... Berlin 
26 ic SOG. Ft oe nal wy aan aba hoe peda Advanced 
Let’s Take Old-Fashioned Walk—*‘“Miss Liberty”............... Berlin 
EE Sain. di5 5c arbi: 6 ids Sm bale ns bea 9.4 kbs be aaa Oxford 
i eg Sh a tats sh te oe alin ule @ 85) 6 ho ab Ro BVC 


My One & Only Highland Fling—i‘“Barkleys of Broadway”. .H. Warren 


a i ee og AN os es Saat ae wh Pema ok ee Spitzer 
as ia vg.wk ov cada dad enka 608 Heck bas Morris 
ee ee dd chee bie ctelbaaeee seas Duchess 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific” ............. Williamson 
Song of Surrender—i“Song of Surrender” ............ee-- Paramount 
ee. a ae ye en 
an we Or Oe We Me... oc ucdbacecéecoaesave< Witmark 
| Wedding Day rey eee oe MG eclate aig SO etbss .... Famous 
Who Do You Know In Heaven ................eeeeee+e+...- Robbins 
Younger Than Springtime—*“South Pacific’.............. Williamson 





_ The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 
in logging broadcast performances. 
Candy Kisses 


Every Night Is Saturday Night ....................0c0ceeeees MI 
Everytime I Meet You—i“Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend”...... Feist 
oe eee CO SE OE MD ns vis ceuas seve eeseeses sens 644 Feist 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—i“Sorrowful Jones” .......... Paramount 
| emeryweod Beuare Dance .... oo... ccc scccudccceceevecssces Santly 
EE Weta ude Tews pb nk Lcwe mad yitckasnesen Keaneeedes United 
I Didn’t Know the Gun Was Loaded................. errr ree ee Lewis 
Good Old Summertime—+“Good Old Summertime”..........-- Marks 
It’s a Great Feeling—?“It’s a Great Feeling” ..............-. Remick 
Just For Me Peer 


Look For the Silver Lining—;“Look For Silver Lining”..T. B. Harms 


be  t .. aaa reiary Porgie 
mre GOO MI WONE ogc cckk cc ccucccccvccscccsccecooves Shapiro 
SOnWy Bemey DOW £0 GW TOD. 4 6k 6c 6ecoccescccssvacesen seer Fremart 
OE UE is ik sah n-an ebb pdb nbn daew udu’ Hill & Range 
So In Love—*“Kiss Me Kate”...............-cceeeccee: T. B. Harms 





Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine ................... 000005: Advanced 
MOU GO MOORING Diy TREE... ...cscccsccccctdvececsvecec: Algonqui 
| + Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 

sal ve alin nd 








Inside Orchestras—Music 


Albert Johnson, Jr., son of the Negro doctor whose experiences form 
the story for Film Classic’s “Lost Boundaries,” is the composer 0 

Tanganyika,” an instrumental composition heard throughout the pic- 
ture. Written in collaboration with Tage Taylor, the theme will be 
published this fall by Mills Music as a piano solo. 





Fran Warren, in a move to have her stuff more widely plugged by 
disk jockeys, will fly 44 of the local gentry over to Las Vegas from 
Hollywood tonight (3) for the opening of her two week stand at 


Rancho. Total cost will be $900. Chirp is getting $300 from Li 


_Meyberg, local RCA-Victor distributor; $300 from the nitery and 
| pay the other $300 herself, 
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THE BIG SONG HIT 
Sung by Al Jolson in 
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by Gus Kahn, Ernie Erdman and Dan Russo 
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“TOOT, TOOT, TOOT-SIE, Good Bye! 


‘Now Being Recorded by 
_ all record companies 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


t++eee+ ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) ++++++++ | 


Compiled for [ARIETY | 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety All Rights Reserved) 

Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade started publication serially. is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1923—Continued 
Westward Ho! — The Covered, while $1,082,590 worth 


7“ — 7 tomers went wild. 

Wagon March. W., hc A. Barnet. “Day by day in every way I’m 
m., Hugo Riesenfeld. Jerome H. | getting better and better” was on 
temick & Co., cop. 1923. 


the tip of everyone’s tongue. The 
When It’s Night-time In Italy, Tage Was propounded by Emil 
It’s Wednesday Over Here. w., m., Coue, who claimed that his system 
»ames Kendis and Lew Brown. |Of “‘auto-suggestion” would cure 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. | Mental and physical ailments. 
1923. Night clubs were evolving out of 


Inc. 


of cus- 


; > -style cabarets, while 

When You Walked Out Someone |‘ old style ‘aba ts, ow 
Else Walked Right I : , ee America went dance-crazy. The 
— — & ge Ta one-step and countless variations 


ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1923. 

Who'll Buy My Violets?—Span- 
ish Title: La Violetera (Introduced 
In: Little Miss Bluebeard). English 
words by E. Ray Goetz. m., Jose 
Padilla. Harms, Inc., cop. 1923. 

Wild Flower (The WildFlower). 
w., Otto Harbach and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2nd. m., Vincent You- 
mans and Herbert Stothart. Harms, 
Inc., cop. 1923. 

Yes! We Have No Bananas. w., 
m., Frank Silver and Irving Cohn. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
1923 by Skidmore Music Co. 

You’ve Got To See Mamma 
Ev’ry Night—or You Can’t See 
Mamma at All. w., m., Billy Rose 
and Con Conrad. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1923. 


on it were the reigning repertoire. 

Some 5,000 speakeasies operated 
in New. York City alone. Cham- 
pagne was $25 a quart, and Scotch 
of questionable merit went for $20 
a quart. Bath-tub gin and needle 
beer sold for whatever the market 
would bear in any particular com- 
munity. 

Film patrons now saw, as part of 
the program, an organ.rising out 
of the orchestra pit on which Jesse 
Crawford, or some local contem- 
COP. porary, played a solo. 

The little theatre movement was 
getting stronger. 

Warren Gamaliel Harding died, 


rated president. 

Cigarette production was still 
jumping enormously. In this year 
manufacturers produced 66,700,- 





Mrs. F. I. Mallory lost the Na- 
tional U. S. Women Tennis cham- 
pionship to Helen Wills, who re- 
tained it through 1929, with the 
exception of one year—1926. Rob- 
ert T. Jones, Jr., won the National 
Open golf championship (and 

~ again in 1926, 1929 and 1930). Jack 
im Dempsey outpointed Tommy Gib- 
bons in 15 


ciety leaders began to testimonial- 
ize in advertisements. 

Charles P. Steinmetz, the famed 
experimenter in~ electricity and 
electrical apparatus, died. 

The marathon dance was anoth- 

er rage. 
rounds at Shelby, 
Mont., and two months later jine hat—a wide-brimmed affair 
knocked out Luis Firpo in two curving down on either side of the 
rounds at the Polo Grounds, N. Y., | face. 
——— Eleanora Duse paid her last visit 
to America, and the actress broke 
every stage box office record in 
existence. 

Notable stage performances of 
the year, as calculated by Variety, 











den in “Cyrano de _ Bergerac,” 
Helen Menken in “Seventh Heav- 
en,” W. C. Fields (with Madge 
Kennedy) in “Poppy,” Raymond 
Hitchcock in “The Old Soak,” Eva 
Le Gallienne in “The Swan” and 
the Duncan Sisters in “Topsy and 
Eva.” 


big-time vaudeville appearance, 
but the Variety review intimated 
that their act looked lukewarm. 
Edna Wallace Hopper’ was 
vaudeville. Ben Bernie now had an 
orchestra. Edward Everett Horton 
was an actor in West Coast legit. 
Clark and McCullough were play- 
ing in a burlesque show ealled 
“Monkey Shines.” 

Films of the year included “The 
Covered Wagon” (Lois Wilson, Er- 
nest Torrence and J. Warren Ker- 
rigan), “The Ten Commandments,” 
| “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
(Lon Chaney and Patsy Ruth Mil- 
ler), “Safety Last” (Harold Lloyd 
and Mildred Davis). 


1924 

All Alone (Music Box Revue). w., 
m., Irving Berlin. Irving Berlin, 
Inc., cop. 1924. 

Amapola—Pretty Little Poppy. 
w., m., Joseph M. Lacalle. J. M. 
Lacalle, cop. 1924 (Successor Pub., 
Bourne, Inc.) 

Bagdad. w., Jack Yellen. m., 
Milton Ager. Ager, Yellen & Born- 





FRANKIE LAINE 


CURRENTLY 


Shea’s Theatre 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 




















| ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


LOS ANGELES 















Sth at Spring St. 





War or peace, we 
always found ac- 
commodations for 
our friends in show 


inal po stein, Inc., cop. 1924. (Successor 
a aie = ou'll Pub., Advanced Music.) 

catalina tiniienel California, Here I Come (Bom- 
Frank Walker serv- bo). w., m., Al Jolson, Bud De Syl- 





ice... plus a special va and Joseph Meyer. M. Wit- 
* theatrical rate! mark & Sons, cop. 1924. 
RIVE-IN GARAGE Charley, My Boy. w., m., Gus 


Kahn and Ted Fiorito. Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., cop. 1924. 


WANTED 


Harmonica Groups or Soloists 
AMATEUR OR PROFESSIONAL 


Wire Box V-699 for Audition 


Variety, 154 W. 46th Street 
New York 19 
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and Calvin Coolidge was inaugu- | 


000,000 cigarettes, for which so- | 


Women now preferred the Cape- | 


were the following: Walter Hamp- | 


| 
Burns and Allen made their first 


in| 
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—_—— VARIETY |g 
Survey of retail sheet music elsié > 8 
, ey of ; ‘ q|/Olrk Be 8 
sales, based on reports obtained ae : ‘ e 
from leading stores in 11 cities | o Ay 3 a 3 
and showing comparative sales a 1AZ/0 ” A a T 
rating for this and last week. fa imMiaia#ia@ai« al¢|s =| 0 
gieiSlelFi/Ol|glele#z/3) 7 
loleilsSiS laoalelelslalal Aa 
M | i, ; & } ~ ov Q rT) a 3) ee | 
e Q| z=ilijlei*| sir C0 ALS 4 
| a ss - a 
Week Ending ([7/3/\%/5/8\s|=\s/¢)4/2) 
National wiC loli. IlelelelinrlisZisn.in 
Rating J l 3 0 ~i/-| eis} § | & 7° | O | & g);0); 0 
uly miSlE(2/Elgigigisieys) 3 
|} @ |< 8 | i os | eie/s3)|N 
This Last Bie | «| ‘elsligigis/s& s/f 
3 s : 3 — } 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher > 5 | 5 | 4 lo |Z Olt Z| o| Ss 
a ee “Enchanted Evening” (Williamson) cans oe. . = 1 1 8 1 1 = 11 _103 
2 2 “Bali’Ha’i (Williamson) , te . oe a. 
3 "sere 8 2 3 2 3 9 10 4 _5_10 54 
4 4 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins) ; 4 3 § 6 F.. ee ET ae we 
5 5 __“Riders in the Sky” (Morris)......... 10 2 6 4. 6 9 a ,. 
6 6 “It’s Cold Outside” (Melrose)... ...... CTO, Me Vi Me BS __ 38 
7 8 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel)........... . 6. Be ae ae, 6 10.9 5 32 
8A 10 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Rangé)... 3 9 7 7... --_- ae Se 
8B 7 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson). . Ee BS ae ee 
9... “I Love You” (Berlin)... NPE ee 2 4 4 20 
10 _11 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin) ....._ 6 _- wit 2 — 
11A_.. “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick)......... ae 2S Be ae 9 9:18 
11B 9 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin).... 2 -.-_ ae 2 _-. aL. 
12 10 “4 Winds and 7 Seas” (Lombardo)... 5 a 15 
P i3 “Highland Fling” (H. Warren) . Es 
14 “Maybe It’s Because” (B.V.C.)........ 7 5 10 
| Copenhagen. Fox-trot. m., | George Gershwin. Harms, Inc., 'men” made their alma mater and 
Charlie Davis. Chicago: Melrose cop. 1924. Knute Rockne the giants of foot- 
Bros. Music Co., cop. 1924. (Suc-| Mandalay. w., m., Earl Burtnett, 


cessor Pub., Mills Music.) 


Deep in My Heart, Dear (The 
Student Prince). w., Dorothy Don- 


inelly. m., Sigmund Romberg. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 
Drinking Song (The Student 


Prince). v.., Dorothy Donnelly. m., 


Sigmund Romberg. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1924. 


Everybody Loves My Baby, but 
My Baby Don’t Love Nobody But 
Me. w., m., Jack Palmer and 
Spencer Williams. Clarence Wil- 
liams Music Co., Inc., cop. 1924. 

Fascinating Rhythm (Lady, Be 


|Good!). w., Ira Gershwin, m., 
George Gershwin. Harms, Ince., 
cop. 1924. 

Follow the Swallow. w., Billy 
Rose and Mort Dixon. m., Ray 


Henderson. 
Co., cop. 1924. 


Hinky Dinky Parlay Voo. w., m., | 


Al Dubin, Irving Mills, Jimmy Me- 
Hugh and Irwin Dash. Jack Mills, 
Inc., cop. 1924. 

| How Come You Do Me Like You 
Do. w., m., Gene Austin and Roy 


Bergere. Stark & Cowan, Ince., 
cop. 1924. (Successor Pub., Mills 
Music:) 


I Want to be Happy (No, No, 
Nanette). w., Irving Caesar. m., 
Vincent Youmans. Harms, Ine., 
cop. 1924. 

I'll See You in My Dreams. w., 
Gus Kahn. m., Isham Jones. Leo 


| Feist, Inc., cop. 1924. 

I Wonder What’s Become of Sal- 
ly? w., Jack Yellen. m., Milton 
Ager. Ager, Yellen & Bornstein, 
Inc.. cop. 1924. (Successor 
Advanced Music.) 


I Wonder Who's Dancing With | 


You Tonight. w., Mort Dixon and 
Billy Rose. m., Ray Henderson. 
|Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
| 1924. 

In 


Shadowland. w.. 
Lewis 


and Joe Young. 


Sam M. 
m., Ruth 


Brooks and Fred E. Ahleft. Henry | 


Waterson, Inc., cop. 1924. 

cessor Pub., Advanced Music.) 
In the Garden of Tomorrow. w., 

George Graff, Jr. m., Jessie L. 


Suc- 


Deppen. London: Chappell & Co., | 


Ltd., cop. 1924. 


Indian Love Call (Rose Marie). | 


w., Otto Hiarbach and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2nd. m., Rudolf Friml. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 

Jealous. w., Tommie Malie and 
Dick Finch. m., Jack Little. Henry 
Waterson, Inc., cop. 1924. (Succes- 
sor Pub., Mills Musie.) 


June Brought the Roses. w., 
Ralph Stanley. m., John Open- 
shaw Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 


June Night. w., Cliff Friend. m., | 


Abel 

1924. 
Keep Smiling at Trouble (Big 

Boy). w., Al Jolson and B. G. De- 

Sylva. m., Lewis Gensler. Harms, 

Inc., cop. 1924. 

' Let Me Linger Longer in Your 


Baer. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 


Arms. w, Cliff Friend. m., Abel 
_ Baer. Leo Feist. Ine, cop. 1924. 
| Limehouse Blues  (Charlot’s 


| Revue of 1924) w., Douglas Fur- 
ber. m., Philip Braham. Harms, 
Inc., cop. 1922 by Ascherberg, Hop- 
wood & Crew, Ltd., London. 

The Man I Love (Sirike Up the 
Band; originally in: Lady, Be 
Good!). w., Ira Gershwin. m., 


Jerome H. Remick & | 


Pub., | 


‘Abe Lyman and Gus Arnheim. 
Jerome H.. Remick & Co., cop. 
1924. 


Memory Lane. w., Buddy G. De 


Sylva. m., Larry Spier and Con 
Conrad. Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 
My Best Girl. w., m., 


Donaldson. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1924. 

My Dream Girl (The Dream 
Girl). w., Rida Johnson Young. m., 
Victor Herbert. Harms, Inc., cop. 
1924. 

O, Katharina! 
w., L. Wolfe Gilbert. m., Richard 
Fall. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1924 by 
Wiener Boheme Verlag, Vienna, 


The Prisoner’s Song. w., m., Guy 


Massey. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 


Inc., cop. 1924. 
__ Put Away a Little Ray of Golden 
| Sunshine for a Rainy Day. w., Sam 


E. Ahlert. Henry Waterson, 
cop. 1924. 
Music.) 
Rose Marie (Rose Marie). w., 
Otto Harbach and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2nd. m., Rudolf Friml. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 
| Serenade (The Student Prince). 
w., Dorothy Donnelly. m., Sigmund 
Romberg. Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 
S-h-i-n-e. w., Cecil Mack and 
|'Lew Brown. m., Ford Dabney. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 
1924. 
| Somebody Loves Me (George 
White’s Scandals). w., Ballard Mac- 


Inc., 


Donald and B. G. DeSylva. m., 
George Gershwin. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1924. 


Sometime You'll Wish Me Back 
Again. w., m., E. Austin Keith. F. 
B. Haviland Pub. Co., Ine., cop. 
1924. 

Spain. w., Gus Kahn. m., Isham 
_Jones. Chicago: Milton Weil Music 
Co., cop. 1924. (Successor Pub., 
Mills Music.) 


Tea for Two (No, No, Nanette). | 


w., Irving Caesar. m., Vincent You- 


/mans. Harms, Inc., cop. 1924. 


West of the Great Divide. 
George Whiting. m., 


1924. 


What’ll I Do (Music Box Revue). | : 
w., m., Irving Berlin. Irving Berlin, | 2 


Inc., cop. 1924. 


When You and I Were Seven- | 


teen. w., Gus Kahn. m.. Charles 
Rosoff. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 
Tt (Successor Pub., Bourne, 
nc.) 





America’s increasing 
for dancing hit a new high with 
the Charleston. 

The cross-word puzzle appeared, 
and took ihe nation by storm. Rec- 
ognizing the cross-word puzzle’s 
popular dimensions, the B. & O. 
Railroad put dictionaries on its 
mainline trains. 

Every up-to-date college male 
wore flannel Oxford bags (trou- 
sers). 

Sports continued to occupy na- 
tional attention. Bobby Jones now 
annexed the National Amateur 
crown, repeating the feat in 1925, 
1927, 1928 and 1930. Babe Ruth 
topped all American League bat- 


ting averages of the year with .378.. 


At Notre Dame the “Four Horse- 


Walter | Sass 


(Chauve Souris). 


M. Lewis and Joe Young. m., Fred 


(Successor Pub., Mills 


w., | 
Ernest R.| Ff 
Ball. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 


appetite | 


ball, while at race tracks the total 
of purses and stakes for the first 


time crossed the $10,000,000 mark 
(five years before the figure had 
been a mere $4,600,000). 

( Continued next week) 
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VARIETY — ; T's 
Survey of retail disk best > 8 
sellers, based on reports ob- R -lals a) g $ 
tained from leading stores in E 8 & c Sis B = 
12 citles and showing com- § w.igzig é e|- = fe a |e T 
parative sales rating for this e1 Bi siel s Sieit Sislo 
and last week. ) f elgislé 2 BiZisiz | 
peal el ela li eisi Sisal a 
. alsi7rie/% | Lig i2iFiflel . 
Y U1 e | 
nations Week Ending | 1 : a | 2/2 | < 4 4) 4 £ | p 
Rating ELST IS ElSty le] si 2l7| o 
July 30 >i ¥ls J similis si fieiaigl 
“isisiai*®\|#/8liei/Elsin 
This Last . < 8 : - 5 P . 2 . « 2 | 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title zi eis flinlSleglalelsl s 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
1 1 “Some Enchanted Evening” ee 1 1 2 1 3 1 57 
cone BING CROSBY (Decca) 
24 4 “Some Enchanted Evening” ee 4 1 1 a: 9 2 56 
a al VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
2B 1 “Riders in the Sky”.............. . 2 o-. © ss ss 8 £2 2 2 oy, SS 
M. WHITING-J. MERC ER (Cap) | 
3 3 “Baby It’s Cold Outside”..... ae ee Ue il OR Rs ny a Re 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 7 
AA 6 , "AO. ks 3s je J I ce. Sy Sl ss eae 33 
MARGARET “WHITING ans 
4B 9 “A Wonderful Guy” oC ae tT ee Se ek ae ee: ee 10 9 33 
iil VIC DAMONE (Mercury) Ye ae a Fe ee ee 
5 7 “You’re Breaking My Heart”..... 7 2 .. : are =a —_—_- 29 
ae EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) See ae ee ae ee 
6 16 “You're So Understanding” ey Oe Dee DS 3 ; 25 
MEL TORME acuege : 
7A 8 “Again” ... es ie Ae ee ee oe 2 24 
. D. SHORE-B. CLARK Columbia) = ee oe 
7B a “Baby, It’ s Cold Outside” ee ee ee ee ee ee : re =e 3 24 
FRANK ‘SINATRA (Columbia) os ae 
8 11 “The Hucklebuck” . iver heble’ hadi a =a —— | 23 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) | ; 
9A 5 “Room Full of Roses” ee 3 2 10 1 21 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
9B 17 “Four Winds and Seven Seas’ Pont, Cin May Wek 2A 6 5 ee a 9 .. 21 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
10A 14 “Bali Ha’i’.... = 6 4 5 18 
TOMMY DORSEY Wi ictor) 
10B 13 “The Hucklebuck’ {a ee re 4 5 6 #18 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
12 a Full of Roses” Te ae a a 6. 5: i 7 «3 _ 8... _ 17 
. JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) 
12 9 “I Don't See Me in Your Eyes” 6 ny 5d ae 8 a. ker . ween Pa - .. J 
HERB JEFFRIES (Columbia) 
13 Sr . “Four Winds and Seven Seas”.... .. .. aa ae ae ee ee ee ee 5 12 
omy - HAYMES- TATTLERS (Decca) 
14 15 “Maybe It’s Because” | ee ae aoe ec. «sa 10 | 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) | 
15 1]. “Sa eae... a. cae a a ee ae ee eee 9 
CARMEN CAVALLARO Wee “i 
16A “Twenty-four Hours of Sunshine”... .. -- +» +s es ee es es ee 7 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16B “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... I aa 7 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16C 17 “Forever and Ever’. rete ob bo 95 bee ee eee ee ee ee re ee ee ee 
D. DAY-F. SINATRA Gslambla) 
17 4s “An Old Fashioned Walk’”’....... ita Ae oa Ie eee ae TEND Toe) ee eee 6 
1 2 a 4 5 
F I V E T O P SONGS WITHOUT;| SUPPER CLUB MANHATTAN 
SOUTH PACIFIC KISS ME, KATE WORDS FAVORITES TOWER | 
A L B U M S Broadway Cast Broadway Cast Selected Perry Come Gordon Jenkins | 
Columbia Columbia Capitol Victor Decca | 
. 
e Disk Best Sellers by Companies | 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of ; 
Label Records Points Label Records Points | 
 .k.ceenees Ob eeeesons ey 180 | Columbia .......-eeeeeeeees::: a 65 
eae eee ee ear | BGT | MECROREY ci vcccca ceseceesawsee.e 1 29 
Capitel ...... Cee ee Ce ee eee eae 5 128 

















On the Upbeat 


(Continued from page 39) 


Maurice,; Trace bedded with virus infection, | 
starting | | with pianist Lee Pines taking over | 
in-| conducting chores... Sherman, Bis- * 
marck. Palmer House, La Salle | 
|'and other hotels around town, do- | 
ing without Muzak, complying with 
James Petrillo’s threat to yank live 
bands out of hotel rooms if they 
continue with their canned music 
|. ..Ted Weems stays at Claridge 
hotel, Memphis, until Aug. 11 





“MUSIC 
BOURNE 


| Lutcher goes into Chez 
= | Montreal, for two-weeker 

| Sept. 23...Los Angeles cops, 
volved in a full-scale vice scandal 
and graft payoff within the depart- 
ment, are making life tough for 
niteries in these parts. They barge 
in, stop floorshows and scrutinize 
patrons, ostensibly for minors who 
aren't allowed in liquor spots. 
They've hit both the Casbah and 




















Jasis durin ast week...Joe| Ray MacKinley set for Galveston 
a so cutting ‘tour sides for Pier, Galveston, Aug. 17-Sept. 5.. 
Coral. Two were duets with) blind pianist George Shearing into 
Connie Haines, two were solo Blue Note Aug. 8 for two weeks. . 
etchings... Hal Winters has been Page Cavanaugh Trio into Stork 





re-optioned for four weeks at the Club, Council Bluffs, Ia., for week, 


THE EVER POPULAR 

















1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 

















from the spot. 
Mercury topper, and Art Talmadge, 


veepee and ad head, back from 
NAMM convesh in New York. Al 


Jimmy Dorsey will play 
Band Box. Aug. 18 1m) d 

— - a week at Fair Grounds, Sioux 

— wis Falls, Ia, Aug. 21 Tiny Hill 
Chicago organizing new band and wilt tee 

hter in midwes 

Esquire mag profiling Jazz, Lid., off with one-nig i t 

D near ‘northside dixieland bistro area next month Pg saw: 
singer Anita O'Day pacte 2d 23-week- rence set for Lakesit am ~~ 

er with Hi Note, near northside Aug. 16 for two wee Ss — 

jazz spot, starting middle of Sep- Courtney _into ee a, ~~ 

Seabee Buddy Moreno opens at Geneva, Wisc., Aug. ! or a ee 

Blackhawk Restaurant Aug. 24 for :' enti ed eS ee hen 

- three gg a > - 

eight weeks. Moreno’s being con ae oie late Pen. 

V show to originate | ver, Aug. 
LAUREL MUSIC CORP Se Irving Green, body hotel, Memphis, Sept. 12 for 


three weeks Les Brown set for 
four days at Jerry Jones’ Rendez- 


yous, Salt Lake City, Aug. 24. 


| 






Test Case 


Continued from page 37 


this formula is to determine the 
percentage of comparative uses as 


reflected by the ASCAP records | 


of radio performances over the ma- 
jor networks. This percentage is 
then taken of the total amount re- 
ceived by the publisher from 
ASCAP, including for perform- 
ances, availability and seniority. 
Now known as the “Goddard 
formula,” this dissipates the con- 
tention that had been repeatedly 
advanced that the allocation should 
be on an “availability” rather than 
on a “per use” basis. Zissu & Mar- 
cus appeared for Pallma-Warner. 
and Fitelson, Mayers & London 
were attorneys of record for Fox. 


Decca Ups Till By 
3906 Ist 6 Mos. 


Decca Records turned out a net 
earnings statement for the first six 


months of this year, which wasn’t 
too far below the corresponding 
period of last year. Decca marked 
a net revenue of $390,650 for the 
half-year ended June 30 after set- 
ting aside $239,430 in taxes, the 
income equalling a payoff of 50c. 
share to 776,650 holders of capital 
stock. 

Revenue for the same months of 
'48 totalled $427,200 or 55c. a share 
on the same amount of stock. 
































Za COLUMBIA 


SELL, SELL | 





BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE 
MY ONE AND ONLY HIGHLAND FLING 
Dinah Shore and Buddy Clark 


THE HUCKLE BUCK 
1T HAPPENS EVERY SPRING ) 


Frank Sinatra 


LET'S TAKE AN OLD-FASHIONED WALK 
JUST ONE WAY TO SAY I LOVE YOU 
Frank Sinatra and Doris Day 38513 (1-260*) 


EVERYWHERE YOU-GO 
Doris Day 


LOVERS’ GOLD 
TILL MY SHIP COMES IN 
Dinah Shore 


$T. BERNARD WALTZ | 
BYE BYE, MY BABY 
F. Yankovic 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES 
PUT ALL YOUR LOVE IN A COOKIE JAR | 
George Morgon 


BLUE SKIRT WALTZ 
CHARLIE WAS A BOXER 


F. Yankovic 


SOME ENCHANTED EVENING 


Frank Sinatra 


COUNTRY BOY 
''M FADING FAST WITH THE TIME 


Little Jimmy Dickens 


*Columbia 7-inch Microgroove Records 











CORDS 


THAT 





ELL! 


38463 (1-200) | 
38486 (1-222") 
AGAIN 

38467 (1-211*) 
38509 (1-254*) 


12414-F 


a 


20594 (2-272*) 
12394-F 
BALI HA’ 


38446 (1-174*) 


20585 (2-238*) 








HEAR THE GREAT ARTISTS AT THEIR BEST ON 


Columbia 


‘Columbia 


Trade-morks 


Records 


ond Bf Reg w 
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Tis an Ill Wind, Etc—Heatwave, 
Dry Spell Prove Resort Windfall 


The continued heatwave and lack 
of rain during July proved an un- 
precedented windfall for beaches 
parks and_ resort 
the country, 


those 


amusement 
and es 
in ‘ New 
The multiple millions that 
to 


throughout 
pecially 
York. 
crowded 
during that 
been the lush spenders of the war 
boom days, but the greater volume 
of the crowds spread plenty shek- 
els around. 

Operators are admitting that 
they’re plenty in the black for the 
first time in many seasons. If Jupe 
Pluvius continues to play ball with 
them for the remaining six weeks 
of the summer season, and the vis- 
itors’ entertainment budgets can 
stand further strain, their finan- 
cial cup of joy will be bubbling 
over. 

Coney Island, the Rockawavs 
and Palisades Park, atop the cliffs 
of Fort Lee, N. J., drew the boffest 
trade, with the former two, be- 
cause of their greater area, gettins 
the greater play. 

Consistently throughout July. 
based upon Police Dept. reports 
Coney and the Rockaways hosted 
millions on the weekends and also 
did consistently good business 
through the week. In both in- 
stances the surf was the main lure. 
But those who came for the aquatic 
excursions stuck around to play 
the concessions, rides, restaurants 
food and juice stands and other of 
the coin-snaring attractions. 

Tilyou’s Steeplechase at Coney, 
which traditionally gets the family 
groups via its 50c-$1 combination 
tickets which includes gate fee 
and five and 10 rides respectively, 
reports the best business in vears 
Ditto for the Rockaways, with its 
Playland amusement area also op- 
erating with a combination and ad- 
diiionally helped by a free gate 
Palisades’ main lure was the pool. 
which reportedly was a sellout at 
all times. Rides and other attrac- 


and ear 


these areas capacity 


period may not have 

















CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 


MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 











YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Cail at 1 Port- 


man Square (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 














tions also got boff trade from those 
attracted from upper New York in 
an escape from the heat. 

Playland, Rye Beach, also prof- 
ited in hypoed biz through getting 
a good play from excursionists via 
boat ride. Bus line operating from 
Fordham enlisted extra crews in 
to accommodate the thou- 
sands making the trip in that man- 
ner. Added to this was the myriad 
of customers via private cars, who 
cumulatively helped swell takes for 
happy returns. 


oraer 





Minsky Due to Reopen His 
Carnival, N.Y., in Late Sept., 
Then Resume in Florida 


Despite having dropped nearly 
$100,000 via his semi-burlesque 
nitery show at the Carnival, N. Y., 
Harold Minsky is far from dis- 
couraged and will reopen the spot 
in late September. After setting 
the Carnival in running order, he’ll 
trek to Florida, where he’ll again 
operate the Colonial Inn, in Hal- 
lendale, with a similar policy, 
which paid off handsomely for 
him last year. There’s also the 
possibility that he may _ shuttle 
shows between his N. Y. and 
Florida spots. 

Carnival operation got off to a 
poor start reportedly because of 
employing a $2-$3 admission fee at 
the outset, with no obligation to 
purchase food or drink. After sev- 
eral weeks’ test showing such a 
scale was not paying off, spot was 
switched to a free gate with $2 
minimum. With that format busi- 
ness improved, but when summer 
and attendant heatwave set in, 
Minsky decided to shutter. 

Actual losses were about $20,000 
despite the high figure set, since 
the additional $80,000 was spent 
on renovating the Carnival to con- 
form with his new policy. 


LA ROSE WILL PEEL IN 
NEW LINDER PACKAGE 


Rose La Rose, burlesque strip- 
per, is planning to head up a new 
package, designed for cafe dates, 
and possibly vaude stands later, in 
conjunction with Jack Linder, 
indie vaude booker, who’ll stage it 
for her. Dancer has four weeks 
already lined up and will open its 
cafe tour in Hartford, Conn. 


Unit will have a Gay 90’s format, 





wih Bert Frohman emceeing and | 


Miss La Rose doing her peel stint 
between the nostzlgic numbers of 
the other acts, yet to be set. 


KALCHEIM DUE IN N. Y. 


London, July 26. 
Kalcheim, of the N. Y. 





Harry 


William Morris office, off to Paris | 


for a week, then Belgium and Hol- 
land. after which he _ sails for 
America from Rotterdam on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam Aug. 6. 

The Lew Parkers also returning 
to America on same boat. 





| 
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GENERAL 
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LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
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160 W. 46 %., N.Y. € * BRyant 97688 


f+ an emergency plant. 


'Deep River Booked Solid 


London, July 26. 
| The Deep River Boys, booked in 
England for four weeks, inclfiding 
two weeks at the London Palla- 
dium, have already been signed 
for a series of four broadcasts with 
Ambrose’s band, and are now 
booked for tour with a Hyman 
Zahl vaudeville unit till end of 
year. 
After that, 
continent. 


Omaha Going Hot 
For Stage Shows 


Omaha, Aug. 2. 
Rivalry for stageshows here is 
at its highest point in years. No 
sooner did Ak-Sar-Ben get through 
playing Alec Templeton to 11,000 


they will tour the 





people at their field, than Tri- 
States announced that they had 
set Spike Jones unit at the Or- 


pheum theatre Aug. 31. 
Ak-Sar-Ben then let it be known 
that they were angling for Eddie 


Cantor’s show for a one-nighter in | 
Tri-States 


the Coliseum next fall. 
signed “Streetcar Named Desire” 
for six performances at the Omaha 
in October. Ak-Sar-Ben closed 
with Spitalny and his “Hour of 
Charm” show for the Coliseum to 
follow the Ak-Sar-Ben grand ball 
which follows the coronation and 
which is, incidentally, top social 
event of the year. 

Max Clayton, who handles wres- 
tlers and boxers at the audito- 
rium, presented Rochester and 
his unit al fresco in the new 
Municipal Stadium last Monday 
night (1). More than 2,200 seats 
were sold in advance, scaled at 
$1.20-$2.40. 

The World-Herald, not to be by- 
passed in attractions has closed 
with “Hasty Heart” for a one or 
two-nighter at Technical high 
school auditorium. 





Keith’s Syracuse In 
| Earlier Teeoff Of 
| ‘Palace Type’ Vaude 


| Syracuse, Aug. 2. 
| ‘Palace vaude” policy originally 
scheduled for RKO Keith’s Sept. 
8 with the Pat Rooney, Sr., unit, 
will make its bow a month earlier, 
Aug. 4. 

The eight-act inaugural show in- 
cludes Gus Van, ‘the Edwards 


Bros., Yvonne Moray .The Mar-' 


‘Julie Wilson Doubling 
Kate’ Into Chi Hotel 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

When Julie Wilson, lead in the 
national company of “Ki§Ss Me, 
Kate,” starts doubling into the 
Empire Room of the Palmer House 
here on Sept. 22, it will be a first 
for the Merrel Abbott-Hilton 
Hotels policy. Songstress will do 
only one show, instead of the usual 
dinner and _ post-theatre shows. 
Her album of Columbia recordings 
will be released to coincide with 
the local booking. 

Miss Wilson clicked at the Mo- 
cambo, Hollywood, doubling from 
the Los Angeles legit date, but 
ducked doubling into the Fair- 
|'mont, San Francisco, because she 
only recently played at the Pea- 
cock Court of the Mark Hopkins 
there. 


AGVA Rep Blasts Ind. 
Fair Bd. in Hassle Over 
Grandstand Talent 


Indianapolis, Aug. 2. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, through Bob Edwards, its 
Cincy rep, criticized Indiana State 
Fair Board for rejecting a low bid 
on its 1949 grandstand show “with- 
out requiring the winner to match 
1) ag 

Low bid was submitted by Kay 
Keiser agency of Indianapolis but 
contract was given to Barnes-Car- 
ruthers, of Chicago. Latter’s bid 
would bring it $39,000 on a $70,000 
gate. : 

“There is no question about the 
ability of the Keiser agency to pro- 
vide top-notch entertainment,” Ed- 
wards complained. ‘‘The contract 
with Barnes-Carruthers is very 
general in nature. It specifies only 
two acts by name and neither is a 
headliner. It also specifies a band, 
but doesn’t say what band. Nor 
is there any required minimum 
for the booking agency to spend 
'on talent.” 
| “We can’t gamble on a $60,000 
or $70,000 gate,” said Roger G. 
Wolcott, Fair Board member, in 
admitting the Keiser bid was low. 
Chicago agency, he said, has held 
,the contract 22 years. Show will 
run six nights starting Sept. 4. 
It usually grosses more than $10,- 
000 a night. 


| Blair-Blackburns Fill 


In for Andrews Sis 
| Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Andrews Sisters cancelled out 








vellos, Cook & Brown, Steve Evans, of the Chicago theatre, after one 
the Appletons, and Ross & La- week of two-week engagement on 


| Pierre. 


for Aug. 11. 


CHI RAILROAD FAIR 
MAY TOP LAST YEAR 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Railroad Fair, with more 





Chi 


than two months to go, looks as if | 
it will pass the 2,500,813 attend- 


ance mark set in 1948. Fair has 
already drawn more than 800,000 
| Visitors, averaging 25,000 daily. 
| Lure of course, is the 25c gate ad- 
| mission, with at least 10 hours of 
entertainment and exhibits free, 
on the inside. Only extra admis- 
ion charges are for “Wheels a 
olling’” pageant and the “Cyprus 
Gardens Water Show,” with both 
doing hefty biz. 

Fair has attracted attention of 
other midwestern cities and may 


trial shows where exhibits and en- 
tertainment costs are paid by vari- 
ous industries represented, for ad- 
vertising and _ good-will. Fair, 
meanwhile, attracts visitors to the 
|city, increasing summer biz in 
|most fields. Kansas City, Detroit, 
'St. Louis and Birmingham, Ala., 
/have sent delegations to the Chi 
Fair to study its method of presen- 
| tation, with projects of similar 
types being considered in their 
towns. 


Aussie Strike Shutters 
Tivoli Vauder 4th Week 


Sydney, July 26. 

Martin’s Tivoli vauder here is 
| still shuttered because of the coal 
| Strike (fourth week) and the lack 
Martin is 
hopeful of getting the house lit 
again within the new two weeks. 

Most of his acts routed for here 
have been loaned out to night 
spots. 











Second Palace unit has been set} 


serve as a model for similar indus- | 
‘to Forrest 


| Patti Andrews’ plea that she 
needed a rest. Nate Platt, theatre 
_producer, wired Janet Blair and 
| the Blackburn Twins, who were 
; playing at Virginia Beach at the 
| Latin Quarter, and they’re filling 
in while they have an open week. 
Andrews trio headed for the 
Coast and will rest before resum- 
ing their radio stint on Club 15. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac, N.Y., Aug. 2. 

_ Murray Weiss, Variety Club exec 
in from Boston to supervise reno- 
vations at the Variety Clubs Will 
Rogers hospital. 
_ Ruby Gayles, hit the all-clear. 
Jackpot and left for N. Y. to join 
her husband, Juggy Gayles, music 
publisher. | 
_ Leandra Rinzler, former Roger- | 
ite, in from N. Y. C. for a month’s | 
vacation. ’ 
Birthday salutations are in order 
“Slim” Glenn, Victor 





| 
| 
| 


'(I[ATSE) Gamba and Charles Kauf- 


hold. 

Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, 
manager of the Shubert Philadel- 
phia theatres, shot in to visit 
Mark Wilson, who is making nifty 
progress. 

Helen Grupp was tendered a 
birthday party at the lodge. Among 
those attending were Jeanette Va- 
rani, Frances Grupp, Lee Klimick, 
Dr. William Stern, Marie and Mar- 


_lene Southard and Esther Gamba. 
She was gifted with a gold fountain 
; pen set. 


Betty Murray, Gil Hall and Dora 
Weaver motored in for a weekend 
visit to Mary Lou Weaver (Warner 
Bros.), recuperating from recent 
operation. 

Bob Cosgrave, Columbia Pix 
staffer, in for annual vagation at 
his Lake Flower camp. 

Maurice Evans, Shakespearean | 
actor, in for a summer vacation at | 
his Upper Saranac Lake camp. | 

Bryce LaVigne, orch leader, in| 
for two weeks’ fishing on Lake St. 
Regis. 


| 


Write to those who are ilL ‘ 


Chiseling In 
Toronto Cleanup 


Toronto, Aug. 2 

Waning nitery and cafe biz in 
Toronto took another blasting 
when a newspaper survey revealed 
that customers are being cheated 
on drink measurements and that 
short-changing is prevalent Esti- 
mated that some of the bistros 
have been making an extra profit 
of at least around $1,000 a week 
by holding back even 1% to 14 92 
per drink. 

Liquor Control Board went into 
j}action and _ confiscated sample 
| measuring jiggers and “shot” 
iglasses which are now being 
checked by the Federal bureau of 
weights and measures. Also re. 
vealed that several complaints 
have been made to police by bar 
customers claiming they’re being 
| short-changed. LCB _ inspectors, 
who make routine checks, sup- 
posedly at least once monthly, of 
drinking spots and eateries, were 
on the carpet, with Board taking 
a serious view of laxness. 


| Board also plans to have honest- 
| measure jiggers and “shot” glasses 
compulsorily placed in all bars and 
the “cheater measures destroyed, 
Blowoff came when a double by- 
lined survey by George Bain and 
Mary Fraser of The Globe & Mail 





showed customers were being 
gypped by deceptive measuring 
methods. The two reporters took 


along a surgical measuring 
for their tests. Over a score of 
prominent spots, with an_ indi- 
vidual report on each, were visited 
and named, plus four hotels that 
were given top rating for honesty. 


glass 














MEMO: 


“One of the better sleight-of-hand 


artists, Billy Bishop is working the 
Carrousel this week and if you are 
tired of the usual magicians’ routines 
then Bishop is your boy... he really 
shines ... keeps up a continual line 
of hesitant chatter that clicks with 
the ringsiders.”’ 
MAX NEWTON, Montreal Standard. 
“Billy Bishop is an _ artist you 
should not miss.” : 
DON D’AMICO, Montreal-Matin. 
“. . if you are tired of the usual 
routines then Bishop is 


magicians’ 
your boy.” 
MAX NEWTON, Standard. 
“| . very good tricks ... very 
comic.” 
HAROLD WHITEHEAD, Gazette. 
“.. if you are tired of the usual 


magicians’ routines then Bishop 


your boy.’ 
MAX NEWTON, Standard. 
eee u@ssuming and almost shy, 
a fellow wiih pleniv of what it takes 
.... fine for a guffaw.” 
BRUCE TAYLOR, Montreal Herald. 
Thank you, PIERRE MAURER, MAR- 
TIN GOODMAN, MARK LEDDY, 


LEON NEWMAN, for two wonderful 
weeks at the CARROUSEL, Montreal. 


Regards, 
BILLY BISHOP. 




















Currently: 
National Theatre, Louisville 





P. S.: “If you are tired of the 

usual magicians’ routines then 

Bishop is your boy.’ 

MARK LEDDY-LEON NEWMAN 
Plaza 7-3760. 
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Warners Seen Restoring Stageshows 


At N.Y. Strand; Straight Pix No Dice 


Bros. + 


Conflict between Warner 
theatre and distrib execs over 
tageshows in the Broadway Strand 
s eurrer tly swinging in favor of 
restoration of live entertainment at 
he company’s N. Y. showcase. It’s 
snderstood that a switch back to 
the stage policy may take place in 
the fall if no improvement in the 
theatre’s grosses are shown under 
the present single feature policy. 

Warner theatre execs were orig- 
jnally reluctant to pull out the 
stage attractions from the house 
pecause of the competitive factors 
among the Broadway firstruns. 
Distrib execs, however, were con- 
yinced that the elimination of the 
shows would save coin. 

Results of the first three weeks 
gans stage shows, however, have 
been disappointing. ; With the 
straight picture policy opening 
with the Gary Cooper starrer, 
“The Fountainhead,” the Strand 
grossed only $63,000 for the three 
frames. With a stage bill, the same 
picture figured to gross double or 
more than that figure. Taking into 
consideration the cost of the stage | 
shows, which averaged around 
$15,000 weekly, the house would | 
still have come out ahead. 


Warner proponents of the pic- 
ture policy want a longer test with 
a variety of films and without the 
prolonged heat wave which has 
generally bopped Broadway in the 
last month. Another factor oper- 
ating against the house’s policy is 
that the Strand’s patrons are still 


unaccustomed to _ it. Continued 
failure of the house te draw up 
to expectations will, however, 


strengthen the hand of the stage- 
show partisans among the Warner 
hierarchy. 





HOLLOWAY FLOPSIN 
DOWN UNDER VAUDE 


Melbourne, July 26. 

Stanley “Holloway, British comic 
out here for the Dave Martin 
Tivoli vaude loop, failed to hit the 
popular fancy and wound up a 
poor run. 

Comic will most likely give up 
balance of his Down Under tour 
and return to London. } 





Jaywalkers pacted for Vancouver 
Fair, Aug. 24. 














PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


CURRENTLY 
BEVERLY HILLS 


COUNTRY CLUB 
COVINGTON, KY. 
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F COMMENTATOR AT LIBERTY 
Sen, clubs, lounges, hotels, restaurants. 
shone thing new! Fifty minute late 
queen rt general ad lib comment, 
poe from magazine articles and 
a gg Rerticipation. A new show 
4 y. ashington or New York 

ee? for presentation in the Fall. 
“nimum weekly salary, $100. 

184 we iite Box V-584, Variety 

- 46th St., New York om, NM. ¥. 


=. 


———E 
p——=-SPACE FOR RENT——— 


Sith St., near sth Ave., N. Y. C. 
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and TY tenants include TV studios 
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N.Y. Coq Rouge Reviving 
Blue Blood Blues Singers 


New York’s Coq Rouge will bring 
back its old policy of introducing 
new singing talent from the ranks 
of Gotham’s debutantes. Frank 
Bonacchini, co-owner of the nitery. 
conceived the idea about 10 years 
ago and found the policy payed off 
as a good drawing card besides act- 
ing as a showcase for possible 
talent. Club is sending out invita- 
tions to the socialite chirpers who 
made their debuts in the past two 
years and to those who are sched- 
uled to come out next season. 

Among the debs who made their 
professional bow at the nitery are 
Anne Francine, Martha Burnett, 
Beverly Paterno, Marcella Hend- 
ricks, Lady Margaret Strickland. 
Maggi McNellis, Adelaide Moffett 
and Peggy and Eleanor French. 


Hotel N. Yer 
In Policy Stymie 


New Yorker hotel, New York. 
has no idea of what sort of a policy 
will be installed in its Terrace 
Room come fall. Currently the 
room is open for luncheon and din- 
ner without music and dancing. 

Hostelry’s execs have considered 
putting in the “Salute to Gersh- 
win” show, which the Sherman ho- 
tel, Chicago, preemed last winter 
with good b.o. effect, but the idea 
is costly. It requires an outlay of 
approximately $5,000 to install the 





| lights and control board necessary 


to handle that show, and three men 
are needed to operate the board. 
It’s improbable that the New 
Yorker will go for the cost. And 
so far no other satisfactory policy 
idea has been advanced. 


GLASS HAT PLANS TO 
RESUME FLOOR SHOWS 


The Glass Hat of the Belmont- 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., which is operat- 





|ing on a straight band policy for 


the summer, plans to resume floor- 
shows around Labor Day. 
Management is still undecided 
on a format. In the past it has oc- 
casionally operated with a line of 
girls and two or three acts. How-.| 
ever, it’s likely, according to those 
booking the spot, that it may fore- 
go the line and concentrate its 
budget on a coupie of medium- 
priced names for its entertainment. 


A.C. Hotel Workers Spark 
Pitch for Repeal of Tax 


Washington, Aug. 2. 
A resolution by the Hotel and 





Restaurant Employees Union, 
Local 508, Atlantic City, call- 
ing upon the Government to 


reduce the 20% nitery bite to its 
prewar 5%, or to eliminate the 
levy completely, was introduced in 


the Congressional Record last 
week. 
Resolution, put in by Rep. T. 


Millet Hand, of Atlantic City, said 
in part: “This excessive levy has 
already exacted a heavy toll of un- 
employment among workers in the 
culinary, hotel service, and bar- 
tending trades by discouraging 
patronage of establishments offer- 
ing entertainment with meals 

It ill becomes our government at 
a time when unemployment is ris- 
ing, to continue in force a measure 
which can only swell the jobless 
total, thus undermining living 
standards and accelerating an eco- 
nomic collapse.” 
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Cantor Made JTG Prexy 


‘years 


For 18th Straight Term 


Eddie Cantor was elected to the 
presidency of the Jewish Theatri- 
cal Guild for his 18th consecutive 
term at the annual meeting of the 
philanthropic organization in its 
quarters in the N. Y. Palace the- 
atre building, July 29. Cantor is 
due back from a European junket 
next week 

All other officers and council | 
were returned to office, including 
George Jessel, Jack Benny and 
William Morris, Jr., as veepees, 
and Dr. George H. Solomon added 
to the council 








Talent Disregards Boss, 
Closing Law to Cavort For 
Hope, Godfrey in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 2. 
Performers and management 
clashed at Club Carnival when the 
former insisted om doing their stuff 
on the stage ‘‘after hours” for Bob 


Hope, Arthur Godfrey and their 
party, here for the Aquatennial, | 
; annual summer mardi gras, and 


visiting the spot late. Management 
objected because it wanted to 
empty the room at the 1 a.m. clos- 
ing hour in conformity with the} 
law. | 

The performers won out and the | 
city authorities overlooked the | 
technical law violation because of | 
the famous guests and the cir- | 
cumstances. 

Hope, Godfrey, et al., entered 
the bistro at 25-minutes to one, 
coming there from a party which 
CBS had tossed for them at the 
Hotel Radisson. Joan Edwards, 
the headliner, was just finishing 
her act for the last show when she 
spotted Hope. 

“Why didn’t you come earlier, 
Bob?” she called out to Hope. “I’m 
just finishing my act.” 

“Well, why not start over again?’ 
queried the comedian 

“All right, I will,” answered Miss 
Edwards and, forthwith proceeded | 
to start from the beginning. 

But with only 25 minutes to go 
to “closing time” that didn’t set 
so well with Ted Cook, the nitery’s 
manager, and he rushed to the 
stage to expostulate with Miss Ed- 
wards. Also, Buddy Lester, wait- | 
ing to go on, was fearful he 
wouldn’t get his chance if Miss Ed- | 
wards continued. After she had | 
finished Lester went on, just as he | 
declared he’d do, and he did about | 
20 minutes more than usual. 


It was an extra treat for the cus- | 
tomers, who filled the room, en- | 
joyed the thrill of being in the | 
same crowd with Hope, etc., and | 
got to see Miss Edwards and Les- 
ter virtually “working their heads 
off,’ performing overtime and em- 
broidering their acts to the limit. 
It was well after 2 a.m. before the | 
show was over. | 


Cook denies that he was influ- | 


, 


‘enced in his efforts to halt Miss 


Edwards and curb Lester by the| 
fact that extra expense would be 
incurred, including overtime for 
the 12-piece orchestra, etc. 


HIGH WAGES NICKING 
B. AIRES NITERIES 


Buenos Aires, July 26. 
Goyescas nitery, which two 





| Casinos 


Gus Van's Decision to Run Again 


Creates New Stew in AGVA Balloting 





Menke Gets 5'4G For 
Damages to Showboat 
St. Louis, Aug. 2 
Capt. J. W. Menke, owner of the 
showboat “Golden Rod” that has 
been doing a flourishing biz here. 


last week won a $5500 verdict 
against the Inland Waterwavs 
Corp., for damages done to the 
|floating theatre on Aug. 15, 1946 


The award was made by U.S 
trict Judge George H. Moore. 

Menke testified that the corpora- 
tion was guilty of negligence when 
it failed to secure its barges as the 
Mississippi was rising. Because of 
this negligence he claimed the 
barges broke loose and smashed 
into the showboat and damaging it 
In the same case Judge Moore 
awarded $1,200 to a deckhand on 
a towboat for injuries suffered at 
the same time. 


Mounds Club Files 
Appeal to Reopen 


Columbus, O., Aug. 2. 
The battle Frank 
J. Lausche, of Ohio, and the oper- 
the swank Mounds Club 
in Lake County near Painesville— 
first in 
drive 


Dis- 





between Gov 


ators of 
the Governor's announced 
put the plush gambling 


of the state of busi- 
ness—entered its third week with 


to 
out 


the issue headed for Franklin 
County Common Pleas Court in 
Columbus. 


The club made a token appeal 
before Fire Marshal Harry J. Cal- 
lan last week (27) for the lifting 
of a padlock order on charges that 
the club is a firetrap and violates 
building regulations. Callan took 


the appeal under advisement. 
Should the Mounds Club win its 
case against Callan in Common 


Pleas Court, it would still have a 
fight to reopen. The State Liquor 
Department has brought charges 
against the club for alleged sales 
of liquor without a license. The 
trials of four employees on liquor 
violations will be held in Paines- 
ville, Aug. 15. 





New Sunday Bop Concerts 


+ 


Gus Van's decision to run for re- 
election as president of American 
Guild of Variety Artists, after pre- 
viously stating “he did not choose 
to run,” has bombshelled the camps 
of the competing candidates, 
Georgie Price and Jackie Bright. 

Bright, youngest of the candi- 
dates, is believed to have the back- 
ing of the N. Y. branch board, of 
which he is currently chairman. 
Latter has reportedly lined up sup- 
port in other quarters, principally 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and 


Hollywood for their #candidate, 
these areas having the largest 
membership groups within the 
union. Price is not making too 


vigorous a campaign but neverthe- 
less he also has many supporters 
in the N. Y. and other branches of 
the guild. 

Bright’s campaigners character- 
ize Van's change of heart as being 
maneuvered by the present AGVA 
administration, primarily Dewey 
Barto, current executive secretary. 


Both Bright and Price have not 
been in accord with many of 
Barto’s administrative acts in the 


past and it’s figured, according to 
Bright’s supporters, that should he 
be elected he would propose some 


drastic changes in the current 
AGVA setup. 
In some quarters it’s felt also 


that Van, who made it clear at the 
AGVA convention that he didn’t 
want to succeed himself as prexy 
of the union, was drafted on a “for 
the good of the union” plea. The 
idea is that a three-way campaign 
would split the Price-Bright fac- 
tions sufficiently to reelect Van. 


CIRO’S STOCCO TAKING 
OVER LONDON EMBASSY 


London, July 26. 

Abe Aronsohn and Bob Barnett 
have disposed of their lease of the 
Embassy Club nitery to Fausto 
Stocco, former partner of Martinus 
Poulsen, killed in air-raid in last 
war, of the Cafe Anglais. Stocco 
now operates Ciro’s Club, in which 
he has a financial interest with 
Rubin Bros. 

Embassy has had lean times since 
the government vetoed bottle 
parties. Stocco has applied for a 
restaurant license, and intends to 
run the club on the same lines as 
Ciro’s. Although it is kept very 
hush-hush, it’s understood the price 
paid is around $140,000, with Stocco 





taking possession early in August. 


Set for Village Nitery 


Savannah Cafe, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y., will inaugurate a series 
of Sunday afternoon bop concerts, 
beginning next Sunday (7). Ses- 
sions will run from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
after which nitery will swing into 
its regular colored floor show. 
Manhattan Paul, who's producing 
the cgncerts, has set The Ravens, 
vocal quartet, and Dinah Washing- 
ton as guesters on the initialer. A 
90c minimum will prevail. 


will be dancing, with milk and 
malteds available for the younger 
set of bop fans. 


In addition to the concert there | 


| 











COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
$25.00 @ 
25.00 @ 
ea. @ 


@ 3 Bks. 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET 


@ HUMOR-DOR 
@ 3 Blackout 


for Emecees.. 
Books $25 
or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
Send for FREE info. on other material. 
No C.0.D's—Open Daily inci. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y¥. 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 











ago was grossing $4,000 
(U. S.) nightly, has had to fold. 
High wages for general help ran | 
expenses far beyond grosses. Situa- 
tion is gradually killing off nitery | 
biz in Argentina altogether. The | 
Embassy night club charges $5 for | 
local whisky and the average cost | 
of taking a date for a spot of din- | 
ner and dancing in Buenos Aires 
these days is $40 (U. S.), provided | 
only a minimum of two drinks 1S | 
consumed in the evening. 
Josephine Baker nixed an offer 
from Buenos Aires impresarios to | 
appear in the Principe nitery this 
season, although she promises to | 
consider the bid for 1950. | 
| 


Blackstone, Recovered, 


Sets 45 Wk. Vaude Tour 


Colon, Mich., Aug. 2. 

Harry Blackstone, vet magician, 

who has been a patient in Leila 
Post hospital at Battle Creek, 
Mich., was released and went to 
his home on agency Island, in 
S eon Lake. near here. 
“Rinchstone has booked a 45- 
week coast-to-coast tour for the 























coming season, starting in Milwau- | 





AFTER FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS AT 
THE EARL CARROLL THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD 


BILLY RAYES 


JUGGLING SATIRIST 


CURRENTLY 


ROXY, New York 


HELD OVER 


Thanks, SAMMY RAUCH, HARRY ROMM 
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Night Club Reviews 


Chez Paree, Chi 


Chicago, July 29. 
Jackie Miles, Betty Bruce, Betty 


Reilly, Anita Martell, Chez 
Adorables (10) with Inez Clavijo, 
Al Wallis, Cee Davidson Orch 


(12); $3.50 minimum. 

Current layout is the best paced 
show here in several months and 
while some acts ran overlong open- 
ing night, it held pace. 

Jackie Miles has refurbished his 
material and with the exception of 
his Gene Autry stint, now standard, 
has some. new stories to fling to 
the ringsiders. Slight comedian de- 
tails the neighborhood responsibili- 
ties of owning a television set: 
the racetrack habitue’s talk with 
God; some patter between a few 
choruses of “Shine,” and a hilari- 
ous bit about an ungrateful patient 
all add up to plenty laughs. 


Betty Bruce gets the crowd in 
receptive mood with kidding intro 
before going into some terrific toe 
twirls. For change of pace _ she 
does impresh of Ray Bolger’s “Tea 
tor Two” embellishing the routine 
with rapid, whirling dervish spins. 
After reprise of her stint from ‘‘Up 


in Central Park,’ she does a 
shimmy for solid applause and 
bowoff. 

Betty Reilly almost steals the 


show with her Spanish and Yiddish 
renditions. Blond thrush starts with 
straight selling of ‘Irish Eyes.’ 
She’s added some Latin lyrics to 
*“Rhumba Rhapsody” and while the 
majority of customers might not 
know what it’s all. about, spirited 
delivery garners good _ response. 
She dips a little in the blue for 
“Kinsey Report” before going into 
*Rancho Grande,” which is inter- 
spersed with Pancho stories. En- 
cores “Want a Man” for additional 
pattycakes. 

Anita Martell, opens show with 
some neat juggling. Line spaces 
proceedings with three new num- 
bers, with solo dancer Inez Clavijo 
doing production neatly in the Java- 
nese number. Al Wallis handles 
production vocals in good style. 
Cee Davidson orch backgrounds 
expertly and handles customer 
dance tunes equally well. Zabe. 


Astor Roof. N. Y. 


(HOTEL ASTOR) 

Xavier Cugat Orch, Bill 
Cune Orch; $1-$1.25 cover. 

Returning from a smash tour 
through Latin America (minus 
Argentina), Xavier Cugat is giving 
this class hotel dine-an?-dancery 
one of its strongest attractions in 
‘a Iong line of name band bookings. 
Cugat’s rep, plus the Roof’s refuge 
from the steam-heated sidewalks, 
will draw business and the well- 
filled tables opening night (1) was 
early proof of that. 

Cugat’s orch, which has had the 
benefit of a Metro glamorization 
treatment in several recent filmusi- 
cals, is a solid and versatile crew 
that’s still tops in its genre of Latin 
music. But the maestro isn’t going 
overboard on the tamale tunes in 
this spot, rightly figuring that the 
Astor clientele is not grooved for 
a straight rhumba diet. 

Cugat is mixing up his items 
with a change of pace from the Vi- 
ennese waltz to the Hawaiian hula 
back from straight pops to the 
Latin rhythms where the orch is 
undeniably standout. Band’s basic 
instrumentation has four on reeds, 
five on brass, three on strings and 
six on rhythm, including the usual 
complement of bongo drums, 
maraccas and marimba. Versatile 
doubling by the sidemen give un- 
usual flexibility to the arrange- 
ments. ‘ 

Except for flashily costumed gal 
fronting the orch during the Latin 
numbers Cugat essays little in the 
way of bandstand showmanship. 
Vocals are delivered by various 
sidemen while maestro alternates 
between quiet batoning and 
fiddling. Here again, the style has 
been trimmed to this room’s decor 


Mc- 


but plenty of the orch’s vitality 
gets through. When the’ band 
swings into one of its hot Latin 


numbers, the patrons sit it out and 
take it as straight entertainment. 


Bill McCune’s combo alternates 
on the bandstand with an okay 
Herm. 


brand of dansapation. 


Copaezbana. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Comedian Romo Vincent and 
ballroom dancers Edwards & Diane 
are the major replacements on the 
current bill, sharing the headline 
billing with Mindy (songstress) 


Carson, a holdover. 
Vincent is an amiable comic- 
singer, one who invariably sells 


more on personality than material. 
There’s hardly anything new to his 
stuff, but by the time he walks off 
he has the customers with him on 
sheer selling ability alone. He’s 
Still doing such stuff as the Pull- 


| Ferguson Orch™ (8) ; 


| man-porter number, has opening 


“Jericho,” et al. And one of the 
amazing things about him is his 
grace, despite his 275 pounds. 
Edwards & Diane go over nicely, 
especially clicking on the lifts, 
though his voicing of a love paean, 
as she glides about the floor, is a 
little too ethereal for a cafe floor. 
Miss Carson continues to im- 
prove in selling as she goes through 
a routine of pops and ballads. She 
doesn’t achieve the usual glamour 
that most cafe singers strive for, 
and that, maybe, is one reason why 
Miss Carson is doing so well here. 
Production numbers are_ hold- 
over. Kahn. 





Fiame Room, Mpls. 


(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, July 30. 
Monica Lewis, Frakson, Danny 
52.50 mini- 
grume. 


The combination of top-drawer 
song and magic makes for a 
pleasant entertainment interlude 
at this plush, intimate spot. Spot- 
ting Monica Lewis, songstress, and 
Frakson, magician, together to pro- 
vide the floorshow was a choice. 
Customer enjoyment is very evi- 
dent. 

It’s the first time here for the 
captivating Miss Lewis and, at din- 
ner show caught, she had easy sail- 
ing throughout. Her loveliness, 
stunning wardrobe and sparkle, as 
well as her voice and song-selling 
ability, help to extract every ounce 
of value from her numbers. She 
skilfully dramatizes, as well as vo- 
calizes, and gives each selection 
the sort of distinctive touches that 
spells artistry. 

“A Wonderful Guy” and “Some 
Enchanted Evening,” from “South 
Pacific,” showed off Miss Lewis’ 
charm and pipes nicely. A “Tele- 
phone Song” had its comedic mo- 
ments which she handles cleverly. 
Winds with “A Tree in the Mead- 
ow” and a swing arrangement of 
the lively “You Were Meant for 
Me” to heavy applause. 


A hit here on previous appear- 
ance, Frakson mystifies with his 
tricks and amuses with his accom- 
panying paiter and comedy busi- 
ness. The manner in which he 
makes lighted cigarets vanish into 
thin air and reappear, his adroit 
business with the apparently 
sheared rope and the way he causes 
a radio to disappear produce cus- 
tomer interest and _ perplexity. 
These are all very familiar tricks, 
but they’re good ones and he gives 
them original touches. 


Danny Ferguson orchestra plays 
the show and tunes for customer 
dancing. Room filled for dinner. 

Rees. 


Babette’s. A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 27. 
Lou Seiler, Ronnie King, Doris 
Hart, Unabelle Howard line, Benny 
Morris Orch, Frank Ramoni Rhuim- 
ba Band; $1.50 minimum, $2 week- 
ends. 


Lou Seiler, funny little guy, is 
tops tor this spot. Coming on with 
a great big hello and table hopping 
to welcome payees warms things 
up for a hearty session. Imperson- 
ations are his forte, and he does a 
neat job on his carbons, not too 
blueish, yet packing a good deal of 
fun. His version of the lost weekend 
and his cowboy bit are toppers 
that send him off to sock applause. 

Ronnie King, nifty songstress, 
scores in her stanza. Opens with 
“I Feel a Song Coming On” and 
segues into “Mother Never Told 
Me.” Winds with ‘‘Fat-Man’s Polka” 
and encores with “S’Wonderful” 
for additional pattycakes. 

Doris Hart gets nice returns on 
her top routines. Unabelle How- 
ard girls (6) contrib three colorful 
numbers. 

Babette (Stebbins) emcees show 
in glib style to keep it moving at 
enjoyable pace. Benny Morris 
Orch backgrounds neatly and alter- 
nates with Frank Ramoni rhumba- 
ists for customer dansapation. 

Walk. 





Bueharest. Montreal 


Montreal, July 27. 
Vivian Allen, Bert Shelden, 
Lund Bros. & Patricia, Will Skin- 
ner Orch (3); minimum $2-$3. 


Present layout with Vivian Allen 
headlined is one of the best since 
producer Carol took over this spot 
several months ago. 

Opening spot has Bert Shelden, 
baritone from the musical, ‘‘Along 


Fifth Avenue.” He does a set of 
three tunes, embracing “Who 
Cares,” “So in Love” and ‘“Sky- 


scraper Blues.” Encores with an 
operatie to sock applause. 
Recently’ formed trio of the 


Lund Brothers and Patricia do a 
set of dance numbers, scoring best 
with a modified softshoe to “Pretiy 





| 


Baby.” Movements in some dances | 


are too broad, and small floor 
seems a handicap. Their Apache 
garners neat plaudits. 

Miss Allen, who played Ado An- 
nie in ‘‘Oklahoma!” for three years, 
doesn’t reprise any of the show’s 


tunes until the finale, when she | 


teams up with Shelden for a sock 


duet of “All or Nothin’.” Best of | 


her previous numbers is ‘“Primi- 
tive Man,” with it’s broad lyrics 
and burlesque routine from “Pal 
Joey.” Gal sells well and the im- 
promptu teaming with Shelden is 
hit of the show. 

Will Skinner orch handles show 
music with ease. Usual finale is 
sparked by vocals of Carol. Newt. 


Village Vanguard, N. Y. 
Mary Lou Williams, J. C. Heard 
Trio; $1 minimum, $2 weekends. 


Falling in line with the summer | 


trend towards lower tabs, this 
Greenwich Village spot is offering 
a smart package for the jazz afici- 
onados at reduced scales, also 
eliminating the 20% tax by cutting 
out vocalists. Nitery’s 
Max Gordon is alsa, testing out an 
“in-the-round” type of show pre- 
sentation, with performers playing 
near the center of the floor. But 
the Vanguard is framed so small 
that this innovation doesn’t add 
much in the way of intimacy. 


Top current attraction is Mary 
Lou Williams‘ subtle pianistics. 
Avoiding superficial flashiness, 
Miss Williams accents intricate but 
clean rhythms with superb key- 
board artistry. Her repertory is 
wide, spanning a range from 
the quasi-classic to boeogie-woogie 
jumps. She’s solid item for this 
type of nitery. 

Along a similar vein of authen- 
tic jazz, the J. C. Heard Trio is 
dishing up a snappy brand of 
music, alternating with Miss Wil- 
liams in a continuous music policy. 
Combo, composed of drums, bass 


and piano, has a solid style, getting | 
the most out of its narrow instru- 


mental range. Heard, on drums, 
tends to err, however, in spotlight- 
ing his long and powerful skinbeat- 
ing solos without tempering his ef- 
forts in this cubicle-sized nitery. 
Herm. 


NICKY BLAIR TAKES 
OVER CLICK, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 





Nicky Blair took over the man- | 


agement of the Click here last 
night. Associated with Blair in 


the deal is Arthur Ganger, N. Y. 
restaurant outfitter, and the new 
owners told the press at a cocktail 
reception yesterday they plan. to 
continue the Click’s present policy 
of name bands and also intend to 
| bring in top name acts. 


| Opening bands are Louis Arm- | 


Kenmore 
Peggy Lee 


‘strong orch and the 
Caravan, local combo. 


is slated for Aug. 19, and Tommy | 


Dorsey, Sept. 21. 











operator | 








| Saratoga 








Continued from page 1 Sa 


tracks are more accessible and 
many bettors like the treatment re- 
ceived there. Saratoga Track also 
has considerable competition from 
the Saratoga Raceway which runs 
night time harness meets. Niteries 
are especially burned over night- 
racing because of the direct com- 
petition. 

Additional evidence that Sara- 
toga will cater to more people with 
less money per capita is seen by 


the figures at the racetrack’s open- | 


ing day. Attendance was 1,100 


more than last year’s opener but | 


the handle was less. 

There’s some comfort for the 
smart money boys in that the 
casinos have been given the green 
light. 

Cafes received a bad break on 
the track’s opening day Monday 
(1) with competition from the 
Monty Woolley dinner given by the 
Saratoga Chamber of Commerce at 
the Grand Union hotel, feteing the 
actor on his 30 years’ residence in 
the spa. Instead of turnaway 
crowds for dinner, cafes were only 
comfortably filled, but with many 
reservations for’ the midnight 
shows. 

In the cafe scene, the big show 
is at the Piping Rock with Hilde- 
garde as the attraction.  Riley’s 
opens Thursday (4) with the Minsky 
Carnival unit. The Brook Club is 


featuring a three-piece band. The. 


Piping Rock has reverted back to 
Max Sellette of the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y. The food concession has 
been taken over by Bob Mentzer, 
Nat Lewis and Frank Zolta of the 
Casablanca, Miami Beach. 


—— 
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Numerals in cennection with bilis below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (tL) 4 
Noro Morales Orc 
Peg Leg Bates 
Mary Small 
Stan Fishe: 

Hank Ladd 

Music Hall (1) 4 
Bettina Dearborn 
Chas Lasky 

Glenn Burris 
Allyn & Hodges 
Piero Bros 
Clifford Guest 
Corps de Ballet 
' Rockettes 


| Sym Ore 

Palace (R) 4 
Burns 2 & 

Evelyn 

Grace Drysdale 
Anthony & Rogers 
Fontaines E 
Coleman Clark Co 


Rochelle & Beebe 

Timmy Rogers 

Proske’s Tigers 

Paramount (P) 3 

Tex Beneke Orc 

Vic Damone 

Cy Reeves 

Rudy Cardenas 
Roxy (1!) 4 

Bob Crosby 

Sid Stone 


| Chubby 


Ginny Lowry : 

Leonardo & Anita 

George Dunn 

3 Olympics 
CHICAGS 


Chicago (P) 3 
Dennis Day 
Clark Bros 
4Acromaniacs 
Marvas & Upstarts 
Gale Robbins 

Oriental (i) 4 
George Jessel 
Dorothy Claire 
Gene Sheldon 
Carl Sands Ore 

Regai (i) 5 
Earl Bostic Bd 
Roy Brown 
Mighty Men 
Neusom 


| Herb Lance 


Wini Brown 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 4 

Dick Contino 

Richard Melari 

Pepperettes 

Harold Peck 

Mystery 4 

Jeannine Meister 

Eddie Grieg 

Tommy Check 

Glenn Pigott 











AT 
THE 





VAUDEVILLE sack: 
FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Every Week Starting Thurs., Aug. 18 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 

















Paramount WE New 
Building DOC HO York 
Affiliates:—Chicago, Seattle, Los An- 
geles, Toronto, Philadelphia, London, 
Paris, Buenos Aires. 
Virginia Maxey MIAMI 
Billy Rayes Olympia (P) 3 


Johnny Mack 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 4 
V & G Haydock 
George Prentice 
Penny Edwards 
Burton & Janet 
Ross Wyse Jr & 

Peggy Womack 
Milton Douglas Co 
5 De Marco Sis 

State (1) 4-6 
Jean Laflotte 
Harris 3 
Dick & Dinah 
Ardath & Russell 


Russ Le Beau 

Stewart Sis 

Alan Carrier 

3 Queens 

BOSTON 

Keith’s (R) 4 

Edwards Bros 

Yvonne Moray 

Cook & Browa 

Marvellos 

Steve Evans 

Appletons 

Ross & LaPierre 

Gus Van 


BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (P) 4 
Peggy Lee 
Dave Barbour 5 
Billy Gilbert 
Lewis & Van 
Marshall Bros 

CAMDEN 


| Jackie 


Duke Dorell 
Rvan & McDonald 
June Edwards 
Green 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 4 
Ed, Mack & 
Lorraine 


| Dennis & Thompson 





Myles Bell 

Stagg-McMann 3 
SIOUX CITY 
Orpheum (R) 4 

Berk & Hallow 

Chords 

F & K Watson 


B Hammond’s Birds 


Mack, Russ & 
Owen 
Wally Brown 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
Pat Rooney Sr 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 5 
Martin & Florenz 
Ada Lynne 
Tommy Wonder 
Smith & Dale 
Howard (1) § 
Machito Ore 
Sarannah Churchill 
Ginger & DeChovis 
Canfield’s Dancers 
Joe Chisholm 
Wallace Bros 
CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 1 
Flack & Lucas 
Francis Coudrill 


Towers (1) 5-7 Gail & Eugene 
Rice Sis Cawalini’s Dogs 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Webster Booth 
Hippodrome (1) 1 | Anne Ziegler 
S & M Harrison Rudells 
Pamela Austin Albert Whelan 
Bob Grey Johnson Clark 
3 Imps Frank Preston 
Patricia & Colin Chas Ancaster 


Sheila Daly 
Vie Kerris 
Morris Bros 
Charles Dickens 
Ivor Hughes 
Marie De Vere Co 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
I & S Davis 
Vie Oliver 
June Manton 
Maureen O'Dell 
Jeanette Hughes 
Elizabeth Gray 
Ernie Brooks 
| Lionel King 
Bunny Boyle 
Fred Lovelle 
Stevil Sis 
Boros & Brook 
Les Raymer & 
Betty 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (i) 1 
| Donald Peers 
Billy Russell 


. Robert Lamouret 


Norman Wisdom 
Arnley & Day 


Pygram & Brandon 


Zena Dell 
Albert Marland 
Opera House (I) 


Charlie Chester Co 


Andrea Dancers 


Halama & Konarski 


France Clery 
Casavecchia 
Henry Lytton 
Shiela Matthews 
Tiller Girls 
Regency Singers 
Midsummer 
G & B Bernard 
Palace (I) 1 
Vera Lynn 
Riley & Heller 
Donald B Stuart 
Georges & Dorina 
Arthur Worsley 
Anna Mac 
Tommy Reilly 
Irving 3 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Merris 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O’Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Larry Kemble 
wWNorah Roberts 
Wayne & Barbara 
BRISTOL 
| Hippodrome 


Lovlies 


MacDonald 

Graham 
Kardoma 
CHATHAM 

Empire (S) 1 


& 


| Morris & Cowley 
| Leon Cortez 





B Wright & Marion 

Jean Melville 

A Kay &- Gloria 

Charles 'lague 

Karlson 3 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 1 


| Peter Lorre 


Janet Brown 
Silver & Day 
Pierre Bel 
Les Alyxons 
Godfrey & Kerby 
A J Powers 
Janine Karen 3 
DERS 


Grand (S) 1 
Albert Burdon 
Karina 
Kay Sothern 
Frank Worth 
Vadio & Hertz 
Willie Clark 
Freda Barrie 


| Winnie Silver 


FINSBURY 
Empire 
2 Dancettes 


PARK 
(M) 1 


| 5 Smith Bros 


Les Spanglers 
Leslie Sarony 
Malcia 

Mooney & King 


| Latona & Sparks 


Eiray & Dorothy 
Tanner Sis 
Evers & Dolorez 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 1 
Yale & Diane 
Ben Yost Co 
Stuart & Gray 
Ladd Lyon 
3 Garcias 
George Wood Co 
Joe Black 


| Gaston Palmer 


Raymond Smith 
B Warren & Chic 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 1 
Jimmy Chartars 

Beth O’Dare 
Johnnie Carlton 
David Cassity 


|G & D Beaty 


Les Cygne 4 

I & L Webb -« 

McDougal MacNab 
& MacKay 

8 Dream Girls 


! HACKNEY | 
Empire (S) 1 
Ray Ellington 4 
| Max Wall 
Harold Barnes 
| Al Burnett 
Johnny Lawson 3 
Don Philippe & 
Marta 
Frank Marx & 
Iris 
LONDON 
Palladium (M 
Carl Brisson 
Frances Langford 
| Jon Hall 
| Cass Daly 
Ted Ray 
Chaz Chase 
| Doe Marcus 
7 Ashtons 
2 Kemmys 
Balcombes 
2 Laconas 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 1 
Frank Marlowe 
Bobby May 
La Esterella 
Winifred Atwell 
| Harris & Jarvis 
| Permanes 
Bayer’s Dogs 
| Lupe & Velez 
| Palace (M) 1 
R & M Lamar 
Chico Marx 
Konyots 
Suzette Tarri 
Peter Raynor 
Collins & Elizabeth 
Conrad’s Pigeons 
Harry Bailey 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 1 
2 Sophisticates 
Allan Jones 
Irene Hervey 
M French Co 





| Wacky 


| Hippodrome 








Valantyne 
Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica tascaly 
JI Crisp & Jill 
Charlie Clapham 


Mary Priestman 
Rob Murray 
| Dennis Lawes 


| Olga Varona 


SCUNTHORPE 


Savoy (1) 1 
Dick Tubb Jr 
Jeannie McAndrews 


Dehl 3 
Dorothi Neal 
Laurie Hanson 
Francis Hughes 
Grecian Models 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 1 
Issy Bonn 
Boyd 
Darly’s Co 


| Merreaux & 


Lilliane 
Noberti 
Mickey Ressell 
Hamiltons 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S$) ] 
Hutch 
Len Young 
JI Holst & 
Vie Ray 3 
Peter White 
2 Eddies 
Harris & Christine 
Anna Co 
WOLFHAMPTON 
(1) 
Marie Lloyd Jr ' 
Harry Tate Jr 
Theo Lambert 
Chris Wortman 


Milady 


| Olive Dale 


Kitty Gillows 
Steve Daniel 
Daniels & Dale 
V & M Norman 











Leslie Strange | 6 Victorian Belles 

Val & Monty | oOo GREEN 

Warren & Jean Empire ($8) 1 

Harry Benty Robb Wilton 

Hackford & Doyle Jack Jackson 

NOTTINGHAM George Doonan 

Empire (M) 1 Doreen Harris 

| Kizma & Karen Craig & Voyle 

Sam Costa | Floyd & B’Nay 

Melville & Rekar Eddie Lero; 

Jon Pertwee Tappy Oliver 

Ford & Lenner | YORK 

Wilson Keppel & | Empire (i) 9 
Betty Jimmy Gaye 

| Marie Louise & Goldwyn 4 
Charles Margi Morris 

Eddie Gordon & Bert Brierley 

| Nancy Johnnie March 

David Poole | Tom Hanley 
PORTSMOUTH 10 Mayfair Girls 

} Royal (M) 1 | 3 Sloane Sis 

| Ed Vyne & ' Leslie Brooks 

Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
| Bive Angel Harlan Dixon 
| Roger Price | Eddie Nelson 


| Josephine Premice 
| Stan Freeman 
| Irene Williams 
Chittison 3 

Bop City 
Dizzy Gillespie Ore 
| Dinah Washington 
Ravens 
Billy Taylor 

Cate Society 
Josh White 
Ruth Brown 
Calvin Jackson 
Tom Scott Ore 

Copacabana 
Romo Vincent 
Edwards & Diane 
Mindy Carson 
Ramona Lange 
Penny Carroll 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 

Jay Marshall 

W C Handy 

| Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

| Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 

| Alvarez Mera 

Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 

Rosita Rios 





| Harry Forrest 

| Perry Mayo 
Morris Lloyd 
Line 

Jack Palmer Ore 


Latin Quarter 
| Adeleine Neice 
Billy Vine 
Albins 
Leia sioore 
Don Saxon 
Art Waner O 
B Harlow Ore 

Le Coq Rouge 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Orc 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Shirley Dietz 
Rita & Allen 
Marilyn Joyce 
Johnny Crawford 
Tom, Dick & H 
Bella Smaro 
Shepard Line 


Art Waner Ore 
Macombo 
Jerry Bergen 


| Sandy Locke 
| Jack Prince 
| Leonne Hall 


Joanne Jordan 


| Dave Rogers 


Gordon Andrews 





—_$=——— 








ALSO A 





NOW BOOKING 
ACTS FOR EUROPE 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


RKO Bldg., Suite 902—JUdson 6-3345 


MERICA 








eS 








Damtron & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Gudaracheros 
Vizcaino Ore 


Havana-Madria 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
Raquel & Rolando 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
| Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
| Bill McCune Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Don Bestor Orc 
K Duffy Dners 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Lee Crane Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Nicolas Matthey Or 
Payson Re Ore 
Motel Roosevelt 





N Brandwynne Orc | 


Hote! St Regis 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Ore 

Hotel Statler 
Henry Busse Ore 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent: Lopez Ore 
iceland 
Lewis 


(Continued 


| Danny 


Johnny Nazzari 
No 1 pie aie 
Louise Howar 
Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Jack Cassidy 
Old Knick 
Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
| Gloria Manning 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumania® 
| Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
| Carmen Montoya 
| Mickey FreemabD 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aguila Ore 
Penthouse 
Eve Young 
Noble & King 
Kurt Maier 
Riviera 
Richman 
Raye 
Carter 
Lynne 
Cla —- 
Funt Ore 
Savannah 
abel'e Hi 
| a veigh PetersoB 


on page 59) 


Harry 
Martha 
Jack 
| Judy 
| Jeft 
Walter 
| Ralph 
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Wednesday, August 3, 1949 
—— 


Capitol, N. Y- 
Morales Orch (20), Hank 
own” Sion Fisher, Mary Small, 
mes “Scene .of the 
reviewed in 

2, °49. 

e neatest stage combina- 
apitol has a nggernsrih 
aper, this bill doesn't soun 
ies ooh. but it works out to a 
really standout hour of entertain- 
ment. It’s well-planned and played 
with plenty tunes and giggles. _ 

If there is a standout, it’s Noro 
Morales. His five-by-five girth, his 
proken-syllable approach to Eng- 
lish, his piano playing, which isnt 
much but sounds good to the cus: 
tomers, and his foiling for the 
others on the bill, sends a sort of 
showmanship over the footlights 
that’s all in his favor. He’s leading 
20 slick-haired musicians, among 


crime, 
VARIETY June 





One of th 
tions the C 


them congas and bongos, fiddles 
and brass and the combination 
does real well, the spotlighted 
chore being an arrangement of 
“Malaguefia.” 

And the other names _ follow 


down the line. Hank Ladd’s dead. 
pan comedy, aS emcee and in own 
slot, never gets an explosive howl. 
But it works those beliylaughs into 
a consistent string. Stan Fisher 
an excellent harmonica _ tooter 
serves pops and standards in crack 
fashion. Whether it was the mike 
this showing, or whether the guy 
has a new trick is hard to tell, but 
sometimes he sounds as if he’s add 
ing an echo sound to that which he 
gets out of the instrument. His 
topper, “Roumanian Rhapsody” is 
a fine job. 

Mary Small, though she slightly 
oversells her stuff, is in the groove, 
too, and the audience didn’t refrain 


in letting her know. She curves 
“Wonderful Guy” for the first 
strike and then goes into “Tene- 


ment Symphony” and a samba-beat 


deal with Morales called “Enjoy 
Yourself.” She could have done 
more. 


Peg-Leg Bates is the real topper, 
however. Having spent a lot of 
time on the Coast with Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts,” Bates is new to 
a lot of patrons and the fast, 
rhythm and trick routines he 
pounds out with one gam and a 
wooden stump fractured a flock of 
this audience. The guy isn’t doing 
anything different than he did 
years ago at the Apollo, but he 
does it with more polish and cocki- 
ness than before and it hits the 
bullseye. 

Finishing piece here is good. It 
uses Ladd, who complains to Mo- 
rales he hasn’t anything to get him 
off. Maestro hands him a new ecalyp- 
so tune and Ladd sings the lyrics 
as an uninitiated might do them, 
which means off-beat, off every- 
thing. It’s funny and it turns into 


the introduction of some of the 
tunes Morales has written. Miss 
Small comes back to sing *Bim 


Bam Boom,” a speedy getaway and 
the trio bow down in the elevator, 
Miss Small and Ladd good-nighting 
in Spanish, or what passes for it. 
and Morales likewise in English, or 
what passes for it. It's a cute 
touch, Wood. 





Apollo, N. Y. 


“Cootie” Williams Orch (8) with 
Willis Jackson, Bob Merrell: Ida 





James, Mayo Bros. (2), The 
ouriders (4) Jimmie Smith, “Ce 
Be tw & Harris, “Spider” 
Bruce 0.; “The Spiritualist” 
(EL), , ‘ 
With “Cootie” Williams’ band 


and songstress Ida James topping 
the Apollo’s bill this week, the lay- 
out adds up to firstrate hot weather 
vaude fare. Well balanced session 
1S rounded out with several stand- 
ard comedy and dancing turns, 
most of which are doing repeats. 
.Fronting a smaller unit than in 
Is Previous stint at this house, 
b illiams leads his crew through a 
orisk opener paving the way for 
elina,” a Latino dancer who 
ernishes her work with ample 
Ceene., bumps and grinds. Ac- 
eee te two male bongo play- 
s, xom gal's efforts ear 
good return gals efforts earn 
one up of three rhythm, three 
light and two reed, the band spot- 
on S trumpeter Bob Merrell for 
er ersetic vocal of a blues num 
va Particularly solid is Willis 
solo oy tenor saxing in a long 
re it. Williams, per usual, regis- 
fit a his trumpeting and the out- 
clicks on the overall. 
a a comes, who's played some 
per ef cad east side N. Y. sup- 
ave fe S, uses her “baby” voice to 
and sline on a trio of tunes. Pert 
numbers’ she’s plenty coy on such 
and ons as “Told You I Love You” 
warbli ry a Little Tenderness.” Her 
needs rates salvos, but she 
presen — rhythm song in her 
coyness. to counteract all that 
wan Bros., ofays, have a smartly 
em — terp tur Work in tan- 
orm aaa singly on a small plat- 
lenge ~ close snappily with chal- 
at Stuff plus an acro bit for 
reception. The Striders are 
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a harmony quartet held over from 
last week’s show. Boys net an okay 
response. 

Jimmie Smith, garbed in top hat 
and tails, gets off three tunes on 
the vibes by banging the hammers 
with his feet. His is a unique turn 
that always scores. Ford & Harris 
are effective in their footwork, but 
their comedy is far too. banal. 
House's standard comedy troupe, 
“Spider” Bruce & Co., wows ’em 
in a corny blackout. Gilb. 


Olympia. Miami 

Miami, July 31. 
Jack & the Dame, Fred 
Milt Ross, Barr & Estes 
Marlin Trio, Freddie Car 
House Orch.; “The Fountain 
head” (WB) 


Hi, Lo; 
Lowe TY. 
W/ 

VV Yl 


lone 


There’s a solid setup of vaude 
installed here this week In top 
spot, Hi, Lo, Jack and the Dame 
click in neat fashion with thei 
specials on the old and new pops 
plus satires of radio commercials 
for neat returns. 

Fred Lowery, an annual 
sets himself solidly with the audi 
ence via his whistling and show 
manship. “ Mixes pops, standards 
and operetta tunes, all done in vir- 


here 


tuoso style to garner applause. 
New partner, Leslie Roberts, local 
songstress, who looks nifty and 


her vocals well, spells fo1 
Lowery competently. 

Teeoff spot is a sock, with the 
Wayne Marlin Trio warming them 
fast via controlled acro-adagio 
stunts done to musical background 
Offed to plenty plaudits. 

Comedy dance work of Barr and 
Estes blend in nicely with the bill’s 
ingredients Milt Ross, young 
comic who has been playing this 
area, comes up with the most im- 
proved act any young laughmaker 
has purveyed here in months. Pre 
sentation is slick and _ bigtimey 
with the lad setting up a series of 
vocals, patter and for the topper, 
“grand opera” lampooning that had 
them howling. Most of his stuff 
is fresh and original. Also handles 
emcee chores in easy manner. 


handles 


Freddie Carlone house orch 
backgrounds capably. Lary. 


National, L’ville 

Frank Payne, Wally Dean, 
Helene & Howard, June Jackson 
Line (6). Tiny Thomale Orch (7) 
“Time. Place and Girl” (WB) and 
“Crazy House” (Indie). 

Current bill a neat one-hour 
vaude package of a briskly moving 
assortment of specialties. 

June Jackson line opens, and 
offers three production numbers to 
good effect. ‘“‘Louisiana Swamp 
Shuffle” has a Deep South set, with 
gals decked in tight-fitting dresses 
and twirling red handbags. Move- 
ments are slow-paced, but the 
femmes, mostly blonds and good 
lookers, have plenty appeal. 

Frank Payné, m.c.,_ indicates 
nightclub background. He is the 
first specialty turn, offering vocal 
impressions of radio singers. and 
soap opera satires. Guy has a pleas- 
ing pair of pipes. sus 

Wally Dean, suave magician, 
catches interest with a few neat 
cigaret stunts, following with the 
silks. card tricks, diminishing 
cards. fanning the deck, ete. for 
nice mitting. 

Helene and Howard on for some 
straight ballroom exhibition terps 
promptly segue into comedy stuff 
Femme is a petite miss, with a real 
flare for comedy. Male partner Is 
dolled up in an exaggerated zoot 
suit. and gal gets sock laughs with 
her skill at tossing him around. It's 
a sock turn that copped solid ap- 


plause. 
Closer. and third week at this 
house. is Doris King, songstress. 


Gives ‘em some operatic stuff to 
‘La Traviata, 


open, an aria trom ra 
then back for nice _ piping of 
“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” clos- 


ing with “Night and Day.” Wied 





Midwest Dates 











Chicago, Aug. 2. | 

Marvin Himmel taking time off 

from booking duties at the Dave 

O'Malley office for stint at Turin 

Club, Sioux City, Aug. 95 Erwin 
Rose joined the Al Borde office 

Kentucky Club has the Duplicators, 


Pat MacCaffrey and Betty Chappell. 
in current show, to be followed by | 


Phil D’Rey and Rusty Fields Aug. 
16 Elkhart. Ind. Four-H Fair 
Aug. 10, bringing in Lanny Ross, 
Nip Nelson, Smith & Allen, Car- 
roll Sisters, Hank, the Mule and 
Billy Bishop orch Harmonicats 
headline at the Sioux Falls, S. D., 
fair week of Aug. 21 Bobby 
Breen does a swing of midwest 
dates teeing off at Grand theatre 
Evansville, Ind., Aug. 3. > 

Hal Rawyin, dancing violinist 
hits the outdoor circuit with seven 
weeks of Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota fairs Glenn's Rendezvous, 
Newport, Ky., has set Gil Lamb, 
Judy Manners, and Stan Kramer 
Co. for Aug. 12 with Henny Young- 
man following in on Sept. 9. 


Palace. N. Y. 


Al & Connie Fanton, Canfield 
smith, Angte Bond Trio, Ross 
W yse, Jr. with Peggy Wymack, 
John & Rene Arnaut, Susan Mil- 
ler Don Cummings, ot. Leon 
Trotpe (6), Don Albert House 
Orch; “The Big Cat” (EL) re- 


viewed in VARIETY, April 27, °49. 

Current Palace layout is solid in 
the laugh department with half of 
the eight acts falling into a comedy 
classification. Show, however, isn’t 
overboard in this direction since 
each of the four turns deliver with 
markedly distinct styles Rest of 
the bill help round out another 
good vaude show, which par for 
the Palace course 

Standout are Ross Wyse. Jr.. in 
the number four spot, John & Rene 
Arnaut followi and Don Cum- 
mil in next-to-closing, all sock 
enty guffaws. Other 
Canfield Smith, is re 

New Acts, along with 
\l and Conhie Fanton, Angie Bond 
rrio and the St: Leon troupe. 

Wyse. who formerly worked 
acro-comedy routine with his 
ents, is, now aided by Peggy Wo 
mack, a brunet warbler and body 
wl Wyse mixes clever verbal 
byplay with firstrate 
acrobatics for solid impact Pair 
finishes strongly with execution of 
a difficult stunt, which previously 
is used for a series of hard falls 

Vet team of John and Rene At 
naut work through their repertory 
with masterful timing Starting 
out with their violin-dancing duet 
they build rapidly with their ter 
rific bird-whistling int which is 
good for a audience 
ripple 

Coming after the 
comedy acts, Cummings 
ners plenty of yocks 
an edited version of 
tine offered at the 
Strand in the latter’s house’s next 
to-last stage show. Originally a 
rope-twirler, he is now getting top 
results with impression of a stewed 
radio announcer trying to fit into 
a girdle. It’s a surefire low comedy 
howler. 

Susan Miller. statuesque blonde 
songstress, renders several current 
and old faves in okay style. Clos- 
ing number, in which she uses a 
mirror to spotlight individuals in 
the audience, is an effective albeit 
familiar item which earns her nice 
applause. Herm. 


RKO-Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, June 30 
Berk & Hallow, The Chords (2). 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob Ham 
mond Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
ters (4), Pat Rooney, Sr., Nick 
Francis House Orch (12); “Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO). 
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Vaudeville’s return brought the 
same hearty welcome here as else- 
where along the line. On a scorch- 
ing Thursday, a_ practically ca- 
pacity house was on hand for the 
1 p.m. show, the first of the day’s 
four. And every act evoked a tu- 
multuously enthusiastic reception 
from the 2,800-odd expectant and 
eager customers. 

The way for the event had been 
paved with tremendous publicity 
and exploitation. Columnists and 
city editors had been most gener- 


ous in their cooperation to help 
put it over with the eclat and in 
a big wavy. 

While “old-timers,” the middle- 


aged and elderly for whom the oc- 
casion provided pleasant nostalgia, 
predominated in the initial audi- 
ence, the teeoff also brought out a 
considerable number of teenagers 
who, judging by the applause, 
whistling and laughter, found the 
entertainment dish very much to 
their liking. The younger genera- 
tion joined their elders in acclaim- 
ing the talents of gray-haired Pat 
Rooney, Sr., and the veteran Wat- 
son Sisters. 

The wisely assembled bill, pro- 
viding diversified entertainment 
appealing to many tastes, gained in 
value through the work of Nick 
Francis orchestra conductor, in 
the pit, and the clock-like speed 
with which it was run off. The 
yreliminaries, including the trailer 
Rteaducios the debut and the brief 
overture, “Strike Up the Band,” 
lent appropriate impressiveness to 
the occasion. while the finish 
which had Joan Edwards, of a fa- 
mous vaudeville family, over from 
Club Carnival to bring on the 
acts. also made for ceremons It 
all added up to slick showmanship. 

From start to finish there was 
abundant evidence of audience ap- 
preciation. The difficult and un- 
usual tap routines of the youthful 
Berk & Hallow were amply 4ap- 
pleuded. Plenty of laughter was 
stirred up by the comic shenanigans 
of The Chords during their clever 


all 


imitations of bands and instru- 
ments The Watson Sisters had 
them in stitches with thei comical- 
ities 

The kiddies. as well as their 
elders. who had gone for The 
Chords in a big ‘way, did likewise 
for Hammond's trained cockatoos. 
The comedy acrobatics of Mack 


knockabout . 


ew 


SUSAN WAYNE 
Songs 

20 Mins. 

Club Versailles, N. ¥. 

Miss Wayne is an _ attractive 
brunet out of Vienna by way of 
London “Oklahoma!” company. This 
is her first time in America. and 
while a summer stopgap booking 
for Nick & Arnold at thei: 
east 50th street bistro, it’s a happy 
midriff choice 

For Miss Wayne it’s an excellent 
showcase opportunity of which she 
should make much. On 
ance she She's a 
and fine-pitched soprano 
more she doesn’t use nor does 
need the mike as a vocal crutch 

For a first-time-ove1 evi 
dences her innate showmanship by 


class 


' f ry 
perfor 

does personable 
what's 


she 


she 


running the gamut from the “Wien 
Wien” entr’acte music to a Cont 
nental Cook’s tour in song—lItalian 
French (“Place Pigalle Hungar 
lan, et Then the “Oklahom: 


medley, in light of her London sea 
soning, and the 
cerpt, “So in Love,” from 
Kate” among others 

On looks, the European flair and 


Cole Porter ex 


Kiss Me 


her basic yocal prowess Miss 
Wayne is a natural for the class 
cates, and she doesn't disappoint 
on performance. She’s OK for any 


rostrum work from vauders to pro 


duction and a cinch, too, for any 
of the video guest shots Abel 
CANFIELD SMITH 
Ventriloquist 
9 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Canfield Smith has enough on 


the ball to make his mark despite 
the highly worked-over field of ven 
triloquism Although relying on 
many standard gags ‘such the 
dummy’s crack to the audience not 
to iook a* Smith’s lips), Smith also 
demonst.ates several  out-of-the 
way vocal tricks, together with 
enough bright lines, for solid audi- 
ence impact. 

Smith’s top trick involves his 
sending of the dummy into a vio 
lent crying spell with some highly 
skilfull voice projection. Puppet’s 
personality is based on the stand 
ard fresh-kid pattern, with the 
usual gags about women, dogs and 


as 


being overworked Dummy. also 

is made to sing “On the Road to 

Mandalay” with surprising volume 
He roi 


THE MAXWELLS (2) 
Acrobatic Comedians 
10 Mins. 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago 

This is the first U. S. booking for 
this team of deadpan acromedians 
who deliver a_ sock balancing 
routine—on ice skates. Australian 
duo work in the current ice revue 
here. With youths mounting on 
each other’s shoulders, the blades 


Russ & Owen also generated much 
mirth. With Wally Brown follow- 
ing with his amusing monologue 
and songs, funny bones continued 
to be tickled. The novel dance act 


of the Dolinoff & Raya Sisters, 
with its macabre illusions, got 
heavy returns. The biggest ova- 


tion of all went to Pat Rooney, Sr 
and old and young alike marvelled 
at the smooth adeptness and agility 
of the 70-year old star during his 
soft shoe dances and Frisco imita 
tion. His plea for vaudeville’s sup 
port hit the bull’s eye, too. All in 
all, a momentous and happy event 
Rees. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, July 28 

Dancing Duanos (2), Roy Doug 
las, Yvette, 3 Nonchalants, Sam 
Jack Kaufman House Orch wiih 
Bob Knight; “In Good Old Sum 
mertime” (M-G). 

Capitol lineup follows the same 
smooth format which has been 
clicking here in recent weeks. Hot 


weather audiences go for it in a 
big way, cheering on every act, in 
cluding the overture, which fea 
tures a steel guitar solo by Bob 
Knight, popular maestro from the 
2400 hotel 

Headliner on marquee and with 
pavees, is. blonde beauteous 
Yvette, who garnered more en 
thusiasm than any chantoosey has 
rated here this season Gal has 


class, style, and a way with a tune 


that is strictly topdrawer. Opens 
with “Riders in the Sky,” goes on 
to “Again,”’ with marked blues ef 
fects, and then to “Highland 
Fling.” Winds with “South Pacific 
medley, tossed off with oomph and 
enthusiasm, to alinost stop the 
show 

Rov Douglas has a ventro act, 
highlighted by duet with the 
dummy, on “Old Gang of Mine 
Effect displays good technique 


Some of the gags are on the tired 
cide, but voice projection and Iil- 
lusion is solid. 
Dancing Duanos 
curtain raisers in a 
ballroom terp routine 


make effective 
sophisticated 


Bringing 


Acts 


make for unsure footing. Work on 
the ice also allows several unusual 
tricks 


Boff climax is the climbing of 
Wicker baskets six high atop of 
understander with partner break- 


ing from a 15-foot drop to ice and 
rolling off. Team should be a 
natural for television, stage, and 
better rooms—with or without the 
blades, Zabe 


ANGIE BOND TRIO 
Instrumental-Vocal 
9 Mins.: Two 
Palace, N. Y. 
Angie Bond Trio, who have been 


around in New York = cocktail 
iounges, have fair impact on the 
vaude stage Comprising piano, 
bass and accordion, femme combo 
aish up a variety of instrumental 
ind vocal numbers in okay, if not 
standout style Their instru- 
mentation is far superior to the 
warbling Which is _ spotty in 
quality 

Gals impress strongest with a 


hot chile number which should be 


reserved for their closing bit In- 

stead, they bow off with a piano 

solo on a Bach toceato which is 

Okay, but too much on the high 

brow side for a vaude house 
Herm 

AL & CONNIE FANTON 

Dancing 

8 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. Y. 

\l & Connie Fanton are young 
goodlooking pair of hoofers with a 
nice change of pace. Opening 
number is an unusual attempt at 
mixing a juggling routine with 
their taps and it comes off success 
fully Rest of their stints, how- 
ever, while executed flashily, are 


more conventionally grooved 

Pair race through a samba and 
jitterbug number, topping off with 
a couple of intricate solo turns and 


some acro jumps. ‘iney are suit- 
able for minor spotting in vaude 
bills lerm 


ST. LEON TROUPE (6) 
Acrobatic 

8 Mins.; Full 

Palace, N. Y. 

St. Leon Troupe (6) comprise an 
expert group of teeterboard spe 
cialists It’s a circus turn that'll 
serve as a good opener or closer 
to any vaude bill. Strong part of 
this act is the series of precarious 
spins made by this sextet off the 
teeterboard 

Divided into jumpers and catch- 
ers, members of the team are 
catapulted off the boards, ending 
in risky handstands. One jumper 
does a triple spin across the stage 
landing upright in the chair rest- 
ing on another man’s shoulders. 
It’s a snappy and spectacular item, 

Herm. 


down the curtain are the Non- 
chalants, trio of comic-acros, who 
are welcomed back, after a four- 
year hiatus, with plenty of salvos. 
Accent is on gags and comedy, but 
there’s a good share of hep acro 
stunts, too. Walk off to solid mitt 
action. Lowe. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 


Baltimore, July 30. 
Max & Gang, Ruth & Tommy Raf- 
ferty, Kate Murtah, Dick Buckley, 
Jack Powell, Peggy Taylor & Co 


(3), Eddie White, The Herzogs 
3), Jo Lombardi House Orch 
(12); “The Lucky Stiff” (UA). 


Mainly sparked by singles (there 
are four in the eight-act lineup) 
this bill is nevertheless heavy on 
versatility and comedy. 

Max and his gang provides a 
snappy getaway with the somer- 
saulting dog, a standout among the 
assorted pooches. Pace holds with 
Ruth and Tommy Rafferty in the 
deuce providing practiced comedy 
hoofing and setting spot for Kate 
Murtah to follow with her comedy 
singing. Previously caught here 
in trio with her sisters, she makes 
her solo spot stand up on own with 
broad clowning and grotesque ges- 
turing to point vocal impressions. 
Dick Buckley is next and has a 
field day with his assembled audi- 
ence stooges who mouth the Amos 
‘n’ Andy routine. Concluding hat 
switching business keeps the laff 
score up for a solid getaway. 

Jack Powell in slick drumming 
all around the stage is another- 
highlight after which Peggy Taylor 
and her two male partners whack 
out a flashy three-way adagio rou- 


tine to good effect. Eddie White 
scores in comedy and songs rou- 
tine. He’s a practiced comic and 


has a way with a4 gag or a vocal and 

whacks out a show-stopping inter- 

lude 
The flashy 
t 


Herzogs provide a 
clincher. Femme trapeze workers 
are at home on the swinging bar 
and bit of inviting plant from audi- 
ence to have a go at the swing adds 
plenty of laughs. 


l 
3iz good. Burm. 
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See Spotty Road Biz This Fall; 
Farm Areas OK, Mill Towns NSG 


Boxoftice prospects for the road 


this fall are a matter of more than 
usual speculation among managers. 


In general, its figured that the 
spotty conditions prevalent last 
spring may be intensified. Various 
local and regional factors may al- 
ter the overall picture. 

If recent trends continue, there 


may be ample business in the agri- 
cultural areas and the large cities 
dependent on them, where the 
seven-vear boom shows no sign of 
tapering off But conditions are 
expected to deteriorate turther in 
the industrial towns, particularly 
in New England. With the 
laspe of the warm-boom industries, 
economic conditions have been 
worsening. with unemployment be- 
coming widespread 

Des ite the mass impact of radio 
and, to a limited degree as yet, 
television, it still takes a compara- 
tively long time for the road public 
to become aware of legit hits 
Whereas on Broadway the newest 
clicks almost always have the great- 


col- 


est draw out of town an es- 
tablished reputation, and if possi- 
ble also a name heading the cast 


is essential for a large b.o 

That illustrated to a consid- 
erable extent recently, when the 
managements of six Broadway hits 
offered tickets for sale through a 
Trenton department store. Of the 
six plays, the two previous season 
holdovers far outdrew the four new 
clicks. In fact, one holdover out- 
sold all four new. entries combined 
Since the four new shows offered 
more and just as big marquee 
names as the holdovers, it was evi- 
dent that Trenton playgoers were 
nol yet aware of the current-season 
successes 

Indications are 
be a relatively strong lineup of 
touring productions this season. 
Besides those already playing out 
of town, the road prospects include 
“Anne of the Thousand Days.” 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” “Madwo- 
man of Chaillot,” “Two Blind 
Mice,” “Private Lives,” second 
companies of “Death of a Sales- 
man” and “Detective Story,” pos- 
sibly “Where's Charley?” and 
“Lend an Ear” by next spring, and 
such current layoffs as ‘“‘High But- 
ton Shoes,’ “Finian’s Rainbow” 
and the perennial “Oklahoma!” 

There will probably be tryout 
tours by most of the incoming 
Broadway productions, although 
except for some of the Theatre 
Guild entries. they will generally 
play only Boston, Philadelphia and 
New Haven. 


CATHOLIC U. GRADS 
FORM ROAD TROUPE 


Washington, Aug: 2. 

New and unique legit touring 
outfit is about to be launched here 
by a group of recent graduates of 
Catholic U.’s Speech and Drama 
department Incorporated into a 
non-profit outfit called University 
Players, group is raising its own 
nut by subscription and going out 
on its own 

Walter Kerr, school’s playwright- 
director, is skedded to take time 
out trom production chores on his 
forthcoming George Abbott music- 
al. “Thank You, Just Looking.” to 
direct “Much Ado About Nothing” 
for the newly formed group. 

Players plan a five-month tour 
in late September through the col- 
leges, high schools and community 
theatres in the northeastern § sec- 
tion of the country. 


pull. 


Was 


that there will 








Lynn’s Switcheroo In 
‘Philly Story’ Strawhat 


Boston, Aug. 2. 
Jeffrey Lynn, film actor co-star- 
ring in summer stock with Sarah 
Churchill, daughter of the former 
Prime Minister, is convinced that 
Jegit thesping is valuable to Holly- 


wood players only if they do 
considerable experimentation to 
broaden their experience. Putting 


the theory to the test, Lynn is al- 
ternating in the two chief male 
roles in “Philadelphia Story.” 
Previously playing the part of 
Dexter in the legiter, Lynn took 
over the role of Mike both here 
and in Norwich, Conn. When the 
company reaches Wellesley, he 
will revert to Dexter. Dexter film 
role in the Metro film version was 
played by Cary Grant while Jimmy 
Stewart had the part of Mike. 





Ballet Russe Booked 
For 1949-50 Season 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
which will open its fall season in 
N. Y. at the Metropolitan Opera 


House Sept. 16, playing till Oct. 2 
has already booked its 1949-50 tour- 
ing schedule with exception of five 
dates Tour will cover about 78 
cities 


Booket 
outright 


Libidins 
twice 
These outright 
dates. are mostly one- 
nighters, the Ballet Russe refusing 
to sell outright in big cities where 
they play a week or half-week, pre- 
ferring to play percentage. Troupe 


David 


; 
LO 


reports 
that of 


sales 


sales be 
last yeal 


about 30 


has several dates with symphony 
orchestras. including Minneapolis, 
Cincinnati, New Orleans and Na- 


tional ‘Washington. D. C.). and also 
has several dates on the Commun- 
itv and Civie of Columbia 
Artists Mgt. and National Concert 
& Artists Corp. 


series 


Equity Conseil Wallies 
Off-B’way League Request 
To Allow It Union Actors 


Off-Broadway 
League’s request for Actors Equity 


The Theatre 


to lift its ban against Equity mem- 
experimental 
by 
the union was discussed at Equity’s 


bers appearing with 


theatre groups not contracted 


council meeting yesterday ‘Tues.) 
and was reacted upon sympatheti- 
cally. Council, however, referred 
the case to a factfinding commit- 
tee comprised of reps of all theatri- 
eal cratt unions. The committee 
will try to decide on “relaxed con- 
tracts” for negotiations with off- 
Broadway enterprizes. The league, 
recently formed by five local non- 
commercial companies. was noti- 
fied of the ban last Thursday (28) 

Claiming that kev roles in the 
present productions of all five 


groups were being undertaken by 
Equity actors, the League sent a 
letter to Angus Duncan, associate 


executive secretary of Equity, stat- 
ing that withdrawal of the union 
members would terminate all cur- 
rent off-Broadway activity. The 
letter also suggested that a joint 
board of representatives from the 
league and Equity be established 
to study the problem of creating a 
contract between the two organiza- 
tions. 

The letter pointed out that “the 
obvious inability of the existing 
commercial theatre to provide a 
place for serious young theatre 
people is generally recognized as 
being the precipitating factor tor 
the Off-Broadway theatre move- 
ment.” 

Groups included in 
are the Interplavers, 
way, Inec., Peoples 
7 and We Present 


the 
Off 
Drama, 


league 
Broad- 
Studio 


Writers, Producers To 


N.Y. to Huddle ‘Guys’ 


Frank Loesser and Jo Swerling, 
who have been collaborating on 
“Guys and Dolls,” will come east 
the middle of the month with co- 
producer) Ernest Martin. After 
several weeks in New York. dur- 
ing which they'll huddle with co- 
producer Cy Feuer, and Swerling 
will familiarize himself with the 
background of Damon’ Runyon, 
whose characters will be the basis 
of the show, Loesser, Swerling and 
Martin will return to Hollywood to 
complete the writing. Feuer will 
remain east to handle business 
ends of the deal and do prelimi- 
nary casting Rehearsals are ex- 
pected to start in October, when 
all four are in New York. 

Feuer and Martin. in association 
with Gwen Rickard ‘Mrs. Bolger), 
are producers of the current 
Broadway musical hit. “Where's 
Charley?”, starring Rav Bolger 
and for which Loesser wrote the 
music, 


Laughing Stock Co. 

The Laughing Stock Co., Ine.. 
has been chartered to produce 
theatrical, musical and other shows 
with offices in New York. Capital 
stock is 200 shares. no par value 

Directors are Robert A. Bern- 
stein, Vickie Kanner, Stewart 
Meyers. 


Kettering’s Play 
Chicago, Aug. 2. 

William B. Davis, architect of 
California theatres and quondam 
‘pic producer, has taken an option 
on Ralph Kettering’s play, “Mau- 
passant,” for New York produc- 
‘tion in October. The play, which 
covers the last 11 months in the 
life of Guy de Maupassant, is a 
romantically spiced biography. 
Davis is now in Hollywood looking 
for a name. He wants to cast the 
play there if possible. 


book- 


He may give it some trial 
ings on the Coast before heading 
east. 


Of-B'way Groups 
Winning Wider 
Pro Recognition 


Off-Broadway groups are coming 
out of their nebulous existence 
and establishing themselves as an 
integral part of New York's the 
atre activity. Daily newspaper cov- 
erage of these outfits Is more ex- 
tensive today than ever before, 
with either first or second stringers 
catching most of the offerings. This 


could possibly be attested to a 
shortage of activity on Broadway, 
but nevertheless the reviews are 
appearing And as a member of 
one of the groups said. “‘a review, 
even if it’s bad, is better than no 


review at all.” 

Five of the experimental groups 
recently banded together as the 
Off-Broadway Theatre League in 
an effort to strengthen their posi- 
tion and also to try to increase 
their audiences. These groups all 
began their current operation this 
summer. The five outfits are the 
most prominent of .the off-Broad- 
way theatres, including Studio 7, 
the Interplayers. Off-Broadway, 
Inc., Peoples Drama and We Pre- 
sent. All the groups work on a 
weekly budget and on a cooperative 
basis. Which means there are no 
weekly dividends. but*“any profits 
at the end of the season are 
equally divided. Initial financing 
for most of the groups was secured 
by subscriptions. 

Average weekly budget for the 
groups runs from around $650 to 
$1,000. Off-Broadway. Inc., oper- 
ates on a weekly budget of $750. 
Its first production, “Yes Is for a 
Very Young Man,” ran seven weeks 
at a total expenditure of $4.900. 
The first week’s take was $1.800 
and the following week brought in 
$1,200. Remaining five weeks 
averaged about $800, bringing the 
total close to $7.000. 


The Off - Broadway’ Theatre 
League held its second meeting 
last Thursday (28) and appointed 
committees that will endeavor to 
establish permanent member- 
ship, improve ticket distribution 
methods and find a permanent 


theatre or theatres for the organi- 


zation. Al Hurwitz. of Studio 7, 
Louis Criss, of the Interplayers, 
and Merle Debuskey, of Off-Broad- 
way, Inc., were assigned to visit 
local schools to try to establish a 
cooperative system for offering 


tickets to students for all produc- 
tions presented by groups in the 


league. Lee Nemetz, of Peoples 
Drama, and Mel Goldblatt. of the 
Interplayers, will look for avail- 
able theatres in the fall. Gene 


Wolsk, of Studio 7, and Bob Fuller, 
of We Present, comprise the or- 
ganizational committee. 

The league. open to other off- 
Broadway theatre groups, marks 
the first concerted effort by ex- 
perimental theatre groups in New 
York to collaborate and campaign 
to acquaint the public with its 
achievements. 


Woolley in 24-Week 
| Tour With ‘Dinner’ 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 2. 


; Monty Woolley. who on Monday 
(1) was honored by Saratoga with 


a “Day.” is sei to begin a 24-week 
tour of “The Man Who Came to 
Dinner” in Buffalo latter part of 
October under management of 


Max Gordon and George S. Kaut- 

|man. Kaufman and Moss. Hart 
wrote the comedy in which Woolley 
scored a Broadway and film hit. 
He will play cities as far west as 
Chicago. Info was revealed by 
Woolley’s friend, former Mayor 
| Clarence H. Knapp. 


( Woolley has his home here. 


‘Ann Harding’s 106, Kay Francis’ 9G 
park Okay Grosses in Strawhats 


Dennis. Mass., Aug. 2. 

Ann Harding, in “Yes, My Darl- 
ing Daughter,” did $10,000 at 
Richard Aldrich’s Cape playhouse 
here last week. Aldrich’s Falmouth 
plavhouse, Coonamesset, Mass., 
took in over $9,000 with Sylvia 
Sidney in “The Two Mrs. Carrolls. 

Gertrude Lawrence, Aldrich’s 
wife. who has been appearing in 
London for the past seven months 
in Daphne du Maurier’s “Septem- 


ber Tide.” is scheduled to arrive in 
New York aboard the Mauretania 
Aug. 15. Upon her return she will 


join her husband here and on Aug 
20 will begin a week's engagement 
at the Cape playhouse in_ the 
American preem of “Tide.” The 
play will be put on at the Falmouth 
playhouse the following week. 

“Tide” completes its London en- 
gagement Saturday (6). 


Kay Francis-‘Gay’ 
Washington, Aug. 2. 
Despite the terrific heat, Kay 
Francis in “Let Us Be Gay” clicked 


at Olney theatre to the tune of 
$9.000, out of a possible $11,000 
Solid take due almost completely 


to popularity of the star, since the 


dated opus was panned by local 
crix 
Ruth Chatterton, current in 


“Lovers and Friends,” aroused lil 
tle advance interest 

Basil Rathbone and Erin O’Brien 
Moore check in tomorrow for a 
week's rehearsal of “The Heiress,” 
which opens here Aug. 9. 


Heat Dents Bucks County 
New Hope, Pa. Aug. 2 

Prolonged heat wave dented 
Bucks County Playhouse slightly 
last week when Haila Stoddard and 
Mary Wickes costarred in “The 
Torch - Bearers.” Week before 
Ernest Truex, in “Ah, Wilderness!” 
hit SRO every” evening _per- 
formance. Advance sale for cur- 
rent week, Walter Slezak in 
“Laburnum Grove,” has been 
slowed by meteoric mercury read 
ings. 

“The  Torch-Bearers,’ George 
Kelly's oldie, proved popular with 
customers Cast included Jessie 
Busley, Henry Jones, John Harvey, 
Jared Reed an@ Ruth White. 
Robert Caldwell staged. 

John Carradine and Marget Phil- 
lips, in “The Heiress,’ Aug. 8, and 
“Three Men on a Horse,” with 
Henry Jones and Sara Seegar, Aug 
15, will follow. 


Dowling’s D. C. Spiel 
Washington, Aug. 2. 
Dowling combined his 
week's. stint in “Time of Your 
Life’ at Meridian Hill theatre 
with a personal campaign for the 


Eddie 


return of legit to the nation’s 
capital. Actor each night, in a 
curtain speech, dished out five 


minutes of human philosophy, a 
prayer for the future, a plea for 
tolerance, an expression of faith 
in the nation’s young, plus a plug 
for revival of the living theatre in 
Washington. 

Final performance of show past 
Sunday (31) was hypoed by pres- 
ence of Congressional celebs and 
Equity prexy Clarence Derwent. 
with later taking a bow. Preceding 
the show, a newly formed group 
tabbed Civic-Labor Committee in 
Support of the Living Theatre in 
Washington tossed a party at which 
Derwent, Elmer Rice and Betty 
Field made pitches for the cause. 
General theme was establishment 
otf a national theatre. 

Dowling in “Time” brought b.o. 
spurt to Meridian Hill with solid 
$7,500 at $3.60 top. Group operates 
under heavy nut, however. and 
anything short of capacity is tough 
to take. Top gross would be about 
$10,500. 


Chi’s Chevy Chase $6,/00 
Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Chevy Chase theatre did espe- 
cially well last week with Nina 
Foch in “Light Up the Sky,” which 
grossed an estimated $6,700. 
House had an extra matinee to 
accommodate the heavy business, 
and was completely sold out for 
four performances at $3 top. Mar- 
shall Migatz, producer, is bringing 
back the production as the ninth 
and final offering of the season. 





Terrell’s “Circus” Checking 

Lambertville, N. J.. Aug. 2. 
Music Circus’ arena-style operet- 
tas under canvas has. definitely 
clicked with the pewholders. St. 
John Terrell has had to add extra 
chairs and bleachers the past fort- 
night bringing capacity over 750 
Biggest grosser to date has been 
second bill, “Naughty Marietta” 
(July, 19-24) with an estimated 
| $8,000 Last week's “Rosalinda” 





was slightly under that. “Vaga. 
bond King,” opening tonight (9) 


has strong advance: 
weekdays, $3 weekends. 

Terrell’s program for remainder 
of season, which lasts through Sept 


18, includes “Bitter Sweet.” “Of 
Thee I Sing,” “Rose Marie» 
“Desert Song.” “Blossom Time” 


and “Song of Norway.” 

Wilbur Evans, who co-stars with 
his spouse, Suzanna has 
been staging since the second bjjj 
Robert Zeller continues as musical 
director. 


Foster. 


Falmouth’s Big Tix Demand 
Boston. Aug >. 
The terrif demand for tickets at 
the Falmouth, (Mass.) Playhouse for 
the remaining schedule of attrae- 
tions has been so great that an ex. 
tra matinee has been added to each 
week's schedule. 
* Capacity biz is being done for 
such stars as Joan Blondell, Paul 
Lukas, Helen Hayes, Gertrude and 
Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey Lynn, 


Boston Troupe Solid 
Boston, Aug. 2 

Boston Summer Theatre current- 
lv enjoying its greatest season 
with solid grosses reported for its 
first four productions 

Biz has grown progressively bet- 
ter’each week with the fourth pro- 


duction, “Philadelphia Story” ¢o- 
starring Sarah Churchill and Jef- 
frey Lynn, smashing all existing 
house records with a sock $14,000 


) 


during the week of July 25 
Teeing off the new season July 4 


with a new revue, “Pretty Penny” 
the house grossed a neat $10,500 
and upped that figure the next 


week, with Ann Hlarding’s appear- 
ance in “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter’ netting a solid $11,000. Third 
week, with Kay Francis in “Let Us 


Be Gay,” $12.000 

Susan Peters, current in “Bar- 
retts of Wimpole St.” is shaping 
solid 


Mady Christians ‘Wife’ $5,300 
Stockbridge, Mass.. Aug. 2 
Berkshire playhouse here took in 
a capacity gross of $5,300 last week 
with Mady Christians in St. John 
Ervine’s ‘‘Robert’s Wife.” 
Current is the package bill, “The 
Medium” and “The Telephone.” 


A. C.’s Ocean Theatre Flops Out 
Atlantie City, Aug. 2 

After a hectic week, the Ocean 
theatre on Stee! Pier closed fol- 
lowing the final performance of 
“The Glass Menagerie” Sunday 
night (31). The fold is “pending 
reorganization,’ a spokesman for 
Robert S. Courtney, its producer, 
explained. George Hamid. Sr., who 
operates the pier, said Sunday that 
the future of the theatre would be 
decided this week. 

It is no secret that Susan Peters, 
in “Menagerie,” did poor biz. 

At the opening performance last 
Tuesday night (26), an audience 
awaiting the 9 o'clock curtain was 
informed that the show would be 
delayed. It was, until midnight. 
Edwin Wyle, Courtney's general 
manager, announced the delay was 
due to the late arrival of scenery 
from New York. Payees had the 
choice of getting their money back, 
getting tickets for a later show, or 
seeing the Steel Pier’s other attrac- 
tions. Most of them got thelr 
money back. , f 

It was Hamid who finally signed 
the bond demanded by Equity. 
it all. matters came to 


To cap at 
such a head by Sunday night tha 
Miss Peters stepped out of the 


show altogether and Terry Clemes, 
member of the Dramateurs, local 
little theatre group, played her last 
fwo shows. 

Stepping out of the show also at 
the same time was Robert Queeny 
his place being taken by Harvey 
Mitchell, another Dramateur. 

Calls Off Eastern ‘Strings’ 
La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 2. 

Sam Rosen is not satisfied wit) 
“Arrangement for Strings in 7. 
present form, and has called 0 
scheduled pre-Broadwa) tour - 
east. “Arrangement,” a mystery 
melodrama, was to have openee 
Aug. 8 for a week at John Drew 
theatre, Easthampton, L. IL. thea 
was to have gone on two-week — 
before opening in N. Y. Rosen, 4 
author with Michael Clayton pol 
ton, and director, will cali in a pla} 
doctor. 

Anne Revere, 
star (Rosen’s wile), ; fy 
hampton instead to do Ladies F 
Retirement.” J. M. Kerrigan W 


2 e 
stay in I.a Jolla for “Arms and yo 
Basehal", 


is 4 rrangement 
will go to East- 


Man.” starring Richard . 
week of Aug. 16. Others 10 Hel- 
rangement” cast were Tom 


more and Mary Drayton. 
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N.Y. LAW KEY T 


oward Awards to Dramatists Guild STAQN( FAL 


To Bankroll Promising Playwrights 


sidney Howard awards for this¢ 
ear and next, amounting to $3 .000 
zs all will be given to the Drama- 


tists Guild to be used to “develop 


) portunities for young play 
vrights.” The awards, in memory 
Ww S. ; ; 
of the late Sidney Howard, are 
) 


made annually by the Playwrights’ 
Co., of which the late author was a 
charter member. 

Guild committee. under the 
chairmanship of Howard Lindsay, 
will select not more than 30 “unes- 
tablished” playwrights (that Is, 
ones who have had at least one pro- 
fessional production or had a script 
optioned for production.) Infor- 
mation would be supplied regard- 
ing opportunities for straw hat. col- 
Jege and little theatre production; 
group meetings and seminars 
would be arranged with name au- 
thors; admission would be arrang- 
ed for previews, dress rehearsals 
and performances of Broadway 
shows, and craft lectures would be 
sponsored. ; 

The Playwrights Co 
award last season, but 
awards went to Robert Ardrey, 
the Authors League Fund _ for 
financial assistance of needy young 
dramatists, to the New School for 


made no 
previous 


the production of Dan James 
“Winter Soldiers,’ to Tennessee 
Williams, and jointly to Garson 


Kanin and Arthur Laurents. 


Hildegarde’s Fancy 
Chapeau (Strawhat) 
Takings and Bookings 


Princeton, N. J.. Aug. 2 
Hildegarde is due here at the 
McCarter theatre for another one- 
woman strawhat show on_ the 
strength of her click at the North- 


shore Playhouse, Marblehead, 
Mass.. when, at 60-40, she came 
out with $6,000 for her end. The 


nitery chanteuse does a whole eve- 
ning’s revue, backed by her own 
orchestra ‘Salvatore Gioe), repris- 
ing the entire format of her Per- 
sian Room routine, including roses 
to the audiences, etc., etc. 

Songstress is at the Piping Rock, 
Saratoga, this and next week be- 
fore resuming her strawhat tour. 

Click in the summer stocks has 
caused her to cancel the projected 
tour she and her manager, Anna 
Sosenko, had in mind later this 
month. Besides, there are a num- 
ber of TV bids pending. 


‘SALESMAN’ SELLS SELF 
IN LONDON DEBUT 


+ London, AU. F 
Hailed by both public and press, 
Death of a Salesman.” which 
Opened at the Phoenix Thursday 
(28), should repeat its Broadway 
success. Paul Muni in the title 
role dominates the proceedings 
With a magnificent performance. 
Notable Support is rendered by 
Kevin McCarthy and Katharine 
Alexander, with remainder of the 


Cast also turning in outstanding 
Peravals. Show stands out as 
pa Most powerful dramatic fare 

rently being offered in West 


End theatres. 


annem and Jo Mielziner, who 
he sets ' y staged and designed 
he sets for the Broadway produc- 
chores "Saari repeated their 
ennent er the London offering. 
ment i. ae by arrange- 

Kermit Bloomgarden 


a is “or 
oy waiter Fried, is presenting 
ai’ Cast took 15 curtain 
* Opening night with Muni 


&racefully bowi 


ence’s cl; ing out on the audi- 
* Glamor for a curtain speech 


Lambs’ Wash Sunday 
he Lambs Club holds 


Du: r. ‘ 
oe ty this Sunday (7) 
L. L illiams Home, East 


its 
al 


an- 
the 
Islip 


Collies for 
urie, J 
Kling + 


the event 
Myron P 
and Mickey 


Joe 
Ken 


are 
Kirk 
Alpert, 





Steam Shovel Trade 


Excavation and construction 


work on the widening of west 
45th street New York be- 
tween Broadway and 8th’ ave- 
nue, was interrupted last 
Wednesday afternoon (27) only 
after the managements of 


shows playing theatres in the 
block complained to municipal 
authorities. Until then, pub- 
lic officials and contractors ap- 
parently hadn’t thought of how 
the noice and vibration might 
disturb playgoers at “Death of 
a Salesman” and ‘Miss Lib- 
erty,” as well as the film, “Red 
Shoes.’ 

With vehicular traffic in the 
block closed to the public, one 
legit manager notes that prac- 
tically the only way carriage 
trade can reach the theatre 
is in bulldozers and steam 
shovels. 








‘Detective’ Personnel 
Get Week’s Pay For 
Par’s 1-Day Filming 


All the legit unions have stepped 
in to insist on extra payment for 
Paramount's filming of a special 
performance next week of “Detec- 
tive Story,” at the Hudson theatre. 


N. ¥. Stagehands, managers, 
pressagent, wardrobe attendants, 
doormen, porters and the entire 


backstage crew will receive a full 
week's pay for the single day's 
shooting. This is in line with the 
standard Actors Equity regulation 
that the cast must be paid a week's 
salary for each day’s shooting. 

Demand for pay for the filming 
was made by the Theatrical Fact 
Finding Committee, representing 
all the legit craft unions. after a 
meeting Monday (1). Only box- 
office men and ushers, who will not 
be required for the special per- 
formance, will fail to get the extra 
coin. 

Herman Bernstein. business man- 
ager for producers Howard Lind- 
say & Russel Crouse. presenters of 
the Sidney Kingsley melodrama, 
will arrange actual terms of the 
pay to the show personnel. Money 
will be paid by Paramount, which 
is making the film as a guide in 
preparing the screen version, the 
rights to which it bought last week. 

“Detective Story” is the first 
Broadway show filmed for use by 
Hollywood in preparing a screen 
adaptation. Such a procedure was 
proposed by Columbia after it 
bought the rights to “Born Yester- 
day,” but the project was dropped 
afier the cast insisted on higher 
pay. Metro made a sound track of 
an actual “Philadelphia Story” per- 
formance, using it in readying the 
pic version of the play. And there 
were silent films made of several 
plays some years ago. 


CAROL STONE AWARDED 
$750 IN ‘SHOES’ BILLING 


Carol Stone. who played the 
femme lead in “High Button 
Shoes” for the last 13 weeks of 


the Broadway run, won an award 
of $750 from producer Joseph Kip- 
ness for contract violation. The 
amount was a compromise reached 
at an informal hearing called by 
Actors Equity, af which company 
manager Jack Small, an emplovee 


of the Shuberts. represented the 
management and Miss Stone was 
represented by Angus Duncan, 
union associate executive-secre- 
lary 

When the actress signed to go 
into the musical. succeeding Joan 
Roberts. she was guaranteed co- 
star billing with Phil Silvers 
However. she never received it, 


despite repeated protest by Equity 
Her last previous Broadway ap- 
pearance was earlier In the season 
featured femme lead opposite 


as 
Paul Muni in John Golden's re- 
vivel of “They Knew What They 


Wanted.” 


, given by 
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tem of broker “buys 








the old 
of tickets for 


Possible return SVS- 


Broadwa\ 


shows apparently hinges 


on the state business law Also 
there mav be a factor of enforce 
ment by the League of N. Y. Thea 
tres, in cooperation with Actors 
Equity Both rules would presum- 


ably apply to vaudeville presenta- 


tions in legit theatres as well as 


regular legit shows. 
The state law figures in the situ- 
ation because it specifically limits 


broker fees to 75c per ticket, and 


it’s inherent in the “buy” system 
that agencies be able to charge 
higher prices on tickets for hit 
shows in order to offset losses 


from their commitments for flops 
In other words, if a broker makes 
a “buy” on a show that subse 
quently turns out to be a flop he’s 
stuck for the duration of the deal. 
The only way he stands to recoup 
the by making an excep- 
tional profit from his “buy” on a 
play that turns out to be a hit 
But if he’s limited to a 75c¢ fee, he 
can't make the extra profit from 
the hit 


loss is 


Therefore, unless the state law 
were amended to lift the 75e limit, 
a return of the “buy” system 
would leave brokers holding the 
bag. That is why they have gen- 
erally expressed opposition to a 
resumption of the old “buy” set- 
up As it is, they’re able to get 
ticket allotments on assignment, 
with the return privilege, so they 
don't have to gamble. But under 
a “buy” system, with a 75e limit, 
they wouldnt even have a gamble 
They could lose. but couldn’t win. 


Code Expires Aug. 31 
The present code expires Aug. 
31. but League officials believe 
they could enforce its terms there- 


after, even if it isn’t extended. 
They point out that although 
Michael Todd has announced he 


will make “buys” for his presenta- 
tion of his “Two-a-Day” at the 
Winter Garden, he cannot do so 
because the theatre is operated by 
the Shuberts, who are members 
of the League. Billy Rose, who 
owns the Ziegfeld theatre, where 
the “Blackouts” vaude will open 
Sept. 6. might resign from the 
League and thus be entitled to 
take “‘buvs” for that show, but 
League members believe the or- 
ganization could prevent him from 


extending the svstem to legit 
shows at the house. Both Rose 
ard Todd have announced their 
intention of having “buys” for 


their shows. 

New York City commissioner of 
investigations John M. Murtagh, 
who is conducting a probe of 
ticket speculating, said yesterday 
(Tues.) that he is not particularly 
interested in the question’ of 
broker “buys.” His primary con- 
cern, he indicated, is whether the 
law is being observed. That is, 
he intends continuing his efforts 
to check on broker observance of 
the 75c limit and other aspects of 
the law. 

Others in the trade express 
doubt that. even if the state law 
could be changed to cover “buys,” 


such a thing would improve the 
situation They point out that 
“buys” would not increase the 


supply of tickets for top hits nor 
make brokers any anxious to 
obtain more than their regular 
allotment of desirable seats. 
“Diggers” were active long before 
the code outlawed “buys,” and 
the payment of “ice” also was 
prevalent in the days of “buys.” 


less 


391G to the Needy 


A total of $391,323 in spot emer- 


gency relief to show people has 
been disbursed by the Stage Re- 
lief Fund in its 17 years of opera- 
tion 


Of that sum. $22.210 has been re- 
the onetime needy. The 
organization s largest revenue 
from benefit performances 


Broadway hits, 


funded b: 


comes 


+ 


) ‘BUYS’ RETURN 





‘Ice’ Setup Practically Disappears 


MIT But Murtagh Thinks It Temporary; 


Scalper Prices Reported Sky-High 


— = -¢+ 


R&H Concert Nite 
As it did summer 
dium concerts will close 


last the Sta 
its Season 
Stadium, N. \¥ Aug 
Rodgers-Hammerstein 


Dell ‘Isola 


at Lewisohn 
13, with a 
Night. Salvatore 
batons for “South Pacific’ at the 
Majestic, N.Y., Will make his Sta- 
dium debut conductor, Soloists 
will be Annamary Dickey, Gladys 
Swarthout, Thomas Hayward and 
Robert Weede. There will 
a chorus 40 under direction 
Crane Calder 
Program will 


who 


as 


be 
of 


also 


ot 


consist of about a 


half dozen songs or numbers each 
from “Allegro.” “Carousel,” “Okla 
homa! ‘South Pacific and the 
film “State Fair.” 


Audience Escorts 
Cast to Subway To 


Crimp Hoodlums 


audience attending 
the off-Broadway presentation of 
John Wexley’s “They Shall Not 
Die,” staved on after the Sunday 
(31) evening performance to escort 
the cast to the nearby 8th avenue 
subway, N.Y. In announcing re- 
placements for certain members of 
the cast, the management informed 
the audience that they were unable 
to appear due to injuries suffered 
at the hands of a ‘gang of hood 
lums” July 26. The management 
also made known that the members 
of the cast had been attacked once 
before and both times the gang 
voiced anti-Negro epithets. 

The Wexley work, being offered 
by Peoples Drama at the Yugoslav- 
American Hall. on West 43rd street 
deals with the Scottsboro case and 
uses a mixed cast. Since last Wed- 


An aroused 


nesday (27) the group has been 
given police’ protection, though 
members of the gang still hang 
around the theatre intimidating 
the cast. Two men, identified by 


members of the group as being in- 
volved in the beatings, were arrest- 
ed and charged with felonious as- 
sault. A third was arrested in a 
courtroom when he came to witness 
the arraignment of the two men 
The accused, identified as Peter 
Piro, Clement Felligra and Salva- 


tore Daziano, are out on bail. Irv- 
ing Pakewitz, Lee Nemetz and 
Monroe Classon were the actors 
beaten. 


In addition to members of Peo- 
ples Drama, a committee comprised 
of representatives of ‘Detective 
Story.” “Death of a Salesman” and 
“Mr. Roberts” protested to Acting 
Mayor Vincent Impellitteri Monday 
(1). Impellitteri promised to in- 
vestigate the complaint and pledg- 
ed cooperation in preventing any 
further attacks. 

Group was scheduled to end the 
run of “Die” Sunday (31). but in 
defiance decided to continue an- 
other week. 


MISTAKEN ENTITY 
DETAINED DERWENT 


A case of mistaken identity is 
the latest excuse offered by Im- 
migration authorities in regard to 
the six-hour detention and ques 
ficning of Clarence Derwent. Ac 
tors Equity president, two weeks 
ago at LaGuardia airport, N. Y. 
Derwent, who attended a special 
reception in Washington Sunday 
, (24) for the Mendian Hill Park 
theatre festival. visited the Immi- 
gration office there before return- 
ing home the following day 

Derwent was told by officials at 
the Immigration office that his de 
tertion at LaGuardia due 
the authorities at the field confus 
ing him with somebody they had 
been alerted hold for question 
ing Derwent, however. expects a 
letter from the Immigration Dept 
later this week giving him a clean 
i bill of health. 


was to 


10 


As a the continuing 
New York 


Investigation 


result of 
ticket probe by 
City Commissioner of 
John M. Murtagh, payment of “ice” 
by brokers to boxoffice men ap- 
pears to have all but disappeared. 
Ticket speculation has also de 
creased sharply, although secalper 
prices have reportedly risen 

Those developments were more 
or less expected if the investiga- 
tion were vigorously carried out. 
However, Murtagh himself believes 
that such manifestations are purely 
temporary and that, if his probe 
were to end now, the same old con 
ditions would quickly reappear in 
as flagrant degree as before 

Although. practically no one ever 
admits first-hand knowledge of 
‘ice’’ payment, it’s understood that 


the practice is at a virtual stand 
still Murtagh plainly means to 
push his inquiry to the limit, and 


the city administration shows every 
sign of backing him up, even to the 
extent of recommending legislation 
to license boxoffice men. So brok- 


ers are leary about paving “ice” 
and treasurers aren't eager to take 
it. 

As for the scalper trade, the 


probe has put 16 smaller agencies 
out of business, including several 
admittedly guilty of oversharging. 
Some are obviously operating cau- 


tiously and others, generally the 
unlicensed “sidewalk” ones, haye 
run to cover or are doing only a 
trickle of business. As a result, 


most of the tickets for top hits are 
being sold at legitimate prices, so 
there are few available for 
minute sale to clients who demand 
them regardless of price. With the 
supply thus strictly limited and the 
risks great, prices have rocketed. 
Bitterness Increases 
All those developments have in- 


last- 


creased bitterness in some legit 
circles against the commissioner 
Not only are the brokers and 


(Continued on page 50) 


‘Philadelphia Story’ Set 
For London November 


Bow by Henry Sherek 


London, July 26 

Henry Sherek has acquired the 
English rights to Philip Barry's 
“The Philadelphia Story” which he 
will stage in the West End end of 
November, with Margaret Leigh- 
ton likely to star. 

Meanwhile Sherek has 
plays to be staged, each 
week, at the Edinburgh 
starting Aug. 21. First will 
S. Eliot’s “The Cocktail Party.” 
starring Alec yuinness, Robert 
Flemyng, Cathleen Nesbitt. Ursula 
Jeans and Irene Worth. The see- 
ond is a new play by actor-play- 
wright Peter Ustinov titled “The 
Man in the Raincoat.” 


‘SUGAR HILL’ SET 
TO OPEN IN CHICAGO 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 

“Sugar Hill,” all-colored revue 
at ‘the Las Palmas theatre here, 
will open at the Great Northern 
theatre, Chicago, on Labor Day, 
Sept. 5. Show closes here Sept. 3. 

Cast remains intact for the Chi- 
cago run. “Hill” clicked here at 
the 388-seat Las Palmas theatre, 
same house which played “Lend 
pe geil before it went on to sock 
over in New York. “Hill” is by 
Flournoy Miller and James P 
Johnson. Paul P. Schriebman and 
Alvin Baranov produced 





set two 
for one 
Festival 
be T. 





Musical ‘Orpheus in Hades’ 

Anatole Chujoy, ballet authority 
and editor of Dance News, is work- 
ing on an adaptation of Offenbech’'s 
operetta, “Orpheus in Hades.” fos 
a Broadway musical 


Modern version would be staged 
by Ceorge Balanchine better 


known as a choreographer. 





° 


50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





3, 1949 


——______, 


Wednesday, August 





Seasonal Skid Slaps 


‘Liberty’ OK 436, Bolger $34,500, 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Bway Again; 


Roberts’ 30G; ‘Detective’ 186 


The seasonal decline continued + 
last week on Broadway, with 
grosses sagging as much as $4,000 
some of the shows. Except for 
the three consistent sellouts, 
“South Pacific,’ “Kiss Me, Kate” 
and “Death of a Salesman,” every 
production felt the slump. 

With no openings or closing last 
week and none scheduled for the 
next few weeks, the list remains 
unchanged, with 13 entries 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). : 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
aC luding 20% amusement tar. 
However, estimates are net; te., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller 
wk) (C-940;: $2.40). Senior runne! 
of the list was affected by the gen- 
eral droop, but will apparently con 
tinue indefinitely; $5,000 

“Cabalgata,” Broadway (4th wk) 
(R-1.900: $3.60). Spanish import 
also eased from its previous up 
ward trend: still plenty of profit at 
$18,200. 

“Death of a Salesman,’ Morosco 
(25th wk) (D-919: $480. With 
slightly reduced seating capacity 
the regular weekly gross Is now 
$24,100. 

“Detective Story,” 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). 


+ ' 
a0 


(182d 


Hudson (19th 
Meller slipped 


with the field; almost $18,000. 
“Goodby, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(36th wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Also 


tapered off a bit; under $10,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tre (10th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). 
Standard attraction for tourists, 
particularly family trade; ebbed to 
$33,000. 
- “Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (31st 
wk) (M-1,.654: $6). Another of the 
solid SRO draws; almost $47,200 as 
usual 

“Lend An Ear,” 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). 
to $19,300. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (3d wk) 


Broadhurst (33d 
Shrunk again 


(M-1.400: $6.60). New Irving Ber- 
lin-Robert E. Sherwood slowed 
from its maximum opening pace 
and the next few weeks should in- 
dicate its hit prospects better; 
almost $43,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (76th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Also felt 
the general down-draft; about 
$30,000. . 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (17th 


wk) (M-1,659; $6). If anything, the 
b.o. pressure is actuaily increasing 
on this wall-taxing smash; gets the 
standee limit every night, with lots 
of turnaways; $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (87th wk) (D-920; $4.80). 
Tennessee Williams prize-winner 
still rolling along; $14,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(42d wk) (M-1,509; $6). Eased a 
bit with the field, but lots of mar- 
gin at $34,500. 





Strawhat Jottings 


Raymond Massey makes his sum- 
mer theatre bow at the North 
Shore playhouse, Marblehead, 
Mass., Aug. 15 in “The Winslow 
Boy” Theatre Guild production 
of Lynn Riggs’ “Out of the Dust,” 
in rehearsal for the past three 
weeks under direction of Mary 
Hunter, will be offered at the 
Westport (Conn.) playhouse the 
week of Aug. 8 The South Shore 


playhouse, Cohasset, Mass., will 
try out “The Fundamental 
George,” week of Aug. 15. Elliott 


Nugent will star-direct ... Charles 
Ruggies will tour the Franklin 
Trask chain of summer theatres in 


“Nothing But the Truth” Ken 
Welch’s “Of All Things,’ new re- 
vue originally presented at the 


Pittsburgh playhouse in May, will 
be offered at the Ogunquit (Me.) 
playhouse the week of Aug. 8... 
Ramsey Burch has been signed as 
director for the Dixfield (Me.) sum- 
mer theatre. 

Carl Allensworth’s “Count Your 


Blessings” finishes a_ three-per- 
formance tryout at the Barter 
theatre, Abingdon, Va.,_ tonight 


(Wed.) Margaret Perry directed 
Irving Strouse’s ‘Spring 1865” 
will be tried out for four per- 
formances beginning tonight 
(Wed.) at the Lake George (N. Y.) 
playhouse The Lakewood thea- 
tre, Skowhegan, Me., will try out 
Parker Fenley’s “Spring Breaks 
Through” the week of Aug. 8. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Good Housekeeping” (straw- 
hat—Theatre Guild. 
“High Button Shoes” (road)—- 





‘Rose Marie’ $43,100 
In 5 Shows, Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh. Aug. 2 


“Rose Marie,” featuring Mar- 
guerite Piazza, Edward Roecker, 
Jack Goode and Nina Olivette 
grossed $43,100 in five perform- 


ances at Pitt Stadium in Pittsburgh 
Civic Light Opera production last 
week Friday night performance 
was cancelled because of rain, with 
$13,600 paid back in refunds. 
“Wizard of Oz,’ current, is 
ninth and final production of the 
fourth season. 


‘Kate’ Continues 
To Soar in L.A., 
14,6; “Hill 76 


Los Angeles, Aug. 2 
“Kiss Me, Kate” continued to 
rack up the best business in these 
parts, with its third week slightly 
better than its first two stanzas 
at the Philharmonic auditorium. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” with Ger- 





trude Niesen, also proved strong 
bait for customers of Gene Mann’s 


outdoor Greek theatre, topping 
previous house record. 

“Sugar Hill,” all-colored revue 
by Flournoy Miller and James P. 
Johnson, is enjoying capacity busi- 
ness at the small Las Palmas thea- 


tre after considerable rewriting 
and dance restaging. ‘Blackouts 
of 1949” walloped out another 


terrific week. “Accent On Youth,” 
at the Fl Patio, took a rather sharp 
drop the beginning of its third 
week 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Accent On Youth,” El Patio 
(3d wk). (790: $2.40). Sour $4,500 

“Annie Get Your Gun,’ Greek 
Theatre (2d wk). (4,400; $3.60). 
Smash $54,000. This equals house 
record set in 1948 during second 
week of “Anything Goes.” 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan. 
(371st wk). (1,142; $2.40). Standard 
top biz of $17,100. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Philharmonic 
Aud. (3d wk). (2,670; $4.80). Even 
better than first two weeks, rous- 
ing $54,500. 

“Sugar Hill,” 
wk). (388; $3.60). 
$7,200. 


‘IRENE’ SOCKO $42,100 
IN WEEK AT ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 2. 
With the Friday (29) perform- 
ance lost through a wind and rain 
storm, the second show of the 
current season, “Irene.”’” wound up 
ils seven-night stand in the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn’s al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park Sunday 
(31) with a neat $42,100. 
Maureen Cannon, who 
the title role, and Jerome 
copped nods from the 
chair-warmers. Helen Raymond, 
throaty comedienne, also scored 
solidly, and the ballroomology of 
Mary Raye and Naldi clicked. 
“The Vagabond King,” teed off 
a one-week stand last night (Mon- 


Las Palmas. (3d 
Tops capacity of 





played 
Thor 
crix and 


day’. Walter Cassell and Marion 
Bell scored in the top warbling 
roles. Faves of former seasons 
making their first p.as of the 


season are Marthe Errolle, James 
McColl and William Lynn. Stand- 
outs in support are Jean Handzlik, 
making her bow here: Edwin 
Steffe, Leonard Elliott, Virginia 
Gorski, Gean Greenwell and Mel- 
ton Moore. 


‘Streetcar’ Boff $25,500, 
‘Brigadoon’ $35,500, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 2. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” open- 
ed Monday (25) to the strongest 
set of rave notices grabbed by any 
show during the past season. Stars 
Judith Evelyn and Anthony Quinn 
rated bouquets from all crix, with 
opening of this Theater Guild 
offering bringing out large number 
of black ties and formal gowns. 
Show, scaled to $4.20 at the 1,550- 


seat Geary, showed a tremendous, 


$25,500 on subscription. 
“Brigadoon” chalked up strong 
$35.500 for its fourth week at the 


Current Road Shows 


“Blackouts of 1949”°—El Capitan, 


L. A. (Aug. 1-13). 
“Brigadoon”—Curran, S. F. (1-6); 
Aud., Sacramento (8-9); Maytair, 
Portland (11-13). 
“High Bution Shoes” — Upton, 


Salt Lake City (11-13). . 
“John Loves Mary” — Biltmore, 


L. A. (8-13). 
“Kiss Me, Kate’—Philharmonic, 
L. A. (1-6): Curran, Frisco (8-13). 
“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
(1-13). 


“Streetcar Named Desire” — 


Roberts, Alone 
In Lean Chicago, 
Up to Neat 186 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Departure of “Inside USA” from 
Shubert theatre Sat. (30) leaves 
Chi with leanest summer in over 
25 years. “Mr. Roberts” at Erlanger, 
now in 48th week, is only legiter in 
town and take has jumped accord- 
ingly Relief to drama drought 
won’t come until late September, 
when “Kiss Me, Kate” and “Death 
of a Salesman” open. 

Biz has much 
conven- 


not increased 
as expected, with jewelry 
tion in town, but strawhatters in 
suburban areas have registered 
hiked grosses. Chevy Chase theatre 
had near-sellout during’ entire 
week of “Light Up the Sky” with 
Nina Foch. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside USA,” Shubert (11th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Up over last 
week, with fine $32,000 for final 
week. 

“Mr. Roberts,’ Erlanger (47th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Jumped up by 
near $2,000 to nice $18,000. 


as 
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b.o. men becoming increasingly 
aroused, but certain managerial 
and theatre employees, who pre- 
sumably share in the “ice” under 
normal conditions, are complaining 
loudly. Also, a more cynical tone 
is beginning to be evident in the 
theatrical columns of some of the 
New York dailies, possibly re- 
flecting the outcries of brokers and 
treasurers. 

The general attitude among pro- 
ducers, however, has remained 
sympathetic to the probe. With 
authors, actors and directors in ve- 
hement agreement, showmen favor 
anything that will eliminate’ or 
even seriously limit wholesale over- 
charges on tickets. Their attitude 
is that the revenue from a show 
should be fairly distributed among 
the creative talent, the managerial 
end, the theatre and the backers, 
without one particular grou p 
siphoning off an abnormal share. 

Sharing Arrangement 

For instance, it clearly makes no 
sense for the producers of a musi- 
cal to get $12 for a pair of seats 
while scalpers and their henchmen 
collect $48 or more on the deal. 
Showmen point out that the man- 
agement has to share its $12 with 
the author, actor and director tal- 
ent, with the theatre, stagehands. 
musicians, front-of-the-house em- 
ployees, etc., and split the profits 
with the backers, besides taking 
the initial risk on the venture. On 
the other hand, the scalper’s $48 
is presumably cut up with three or 
four collaborators, none of whom 


has performed a real service for 
the show. 
Producers appear inclined to 


agree that, if “ice” payments were 
eliminated or drastically reduced, 
boxoffice men would be entitled to 
higher salaries. With employment 
in the field spotty and uncertain. 
it’s conceded that treasurers can’t 
get by on the present salary of 
$110 a week. But it’s figured that 
if the ticket mess were cleaned up 
there should be more than enough 
extra business to pay b.o. employ- 
ees adequately. 

One suggestion, on which there's 
been considerable 


discussion pro 
and con, is that the lower floor 
should be rescaled for Broadway 
shows, with the better locations 


down front and center bringing a 
higher price and the rate ranging 
down for the less desirable seats. 
t’s also been proposed by one pro- 
ducer that the whole. difficulty 
might be solved by having the 
producers collect the “ice” and en- 
ter it on their books, to be dis- 
tributed on the same basis as all 


Monte Proser and Joseph. Kipness. 1,775-seat Curran, at $4.20 top...jother revenue. ... ~~. 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week (the ninth week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current ........ See : gS 17 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 143 194 
Total gross for all current shows last week $346,900 $346,100 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows... $3,573,800 $4,010,400 
Number of new productions so far......... 2 2 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 8 14 
Total weeks played so far by all shows. 94 125 


$194,300 $316,500 


Total road gross reported last week 1 
veaeel $2,500,500 $2,889,100 


Season’s total road gross so far 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Idea of British government restrictions on American performers and 
shows in London was editorially deplored last week by The Stage, 
English theatrical weekly. Commenting on a letter from a reader, the 
paper noted “the welcome given to British plays and players in Amer- 
ica.” remarked that U. S. shows are “employing large British staffs and 
manv British actors and actresses,” and added that considerable money 
is being paid at West End theatres by American tourists. ; 

“Just now.” the editorial continued, “British masterpieces are not 
presenting themselves as plentifully as we might wish- -and they are 
not all being kept out of the West End by lack of availabie theatres, 
Meanwhile, good American melodramas, in the true musical sense, like 
‘Oklahoma"’, ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ and ‘Brigadoon’, are doing much to 
keep up the popularity of the flesh-and-blood theatre. ... Granted that 
our dramatists will do their job efficiently, there should be nothing to 
fear. Good plays are equally acceptable on both sides of the Atlantic 
and from the entire Commonwealth. The idea that free intercourse in 
a beautiful, creative art should be affected by a paper-scratching finan- 
cial formality seems a petty inhibition.” 


es, 
— 





Management of “Miss Liberty” has begun mailing postcard acknowl- 
edgements of mail orders in cases where there may be any delay in 
sending the required tickets. Idea is to forestall any repetition of the 
situation that arose just before the musical’s opening, when there were 
numerous squawks about the delay in filling or even acknowledging 
orders. na : 

Apparently as a result of N. Y. C. commissioner of investigation John 
M. Murtagh’s public criticism of the situation, mail order patrons are 
becoming more exacting. Some of the orders received since the show's 
premiere have specified not only the date of performance and price 
ticket desired, but have actually demanded particular rows or, in some 
instances, even seat numbers. Such requirements are apt to mean 
delay or even impossibility in filling orders. 

Failure of the Grace and Paul Hartman revue, “Up to Now,” to play 
Wareham. Mass.. last week as announced, was because the management 
had not posted an Equity bond or otherwise conformed to the union's 
regulations. So as to be able to go through with their verbal agreement 
for the engagement, in case the strawhat got its Equity rating in time, 
the Hartmans remained on hand until the scheduled opening day, July 
25, even paying the hotel bills for some of the cast members 


The show, which had previously played several strawhats, is at 
Marblehead, Mass., this week, and thereafter will play Newport, 
Saratoga, East Hampton, Ivoryton, Conn., and Mt. Kisco, N. Y. The 


show was not originally intended to be brought to Broadway in the fall, 
but if revisions are satisfactory the Hartmans will consider it. 

Click of “Death of a Salesman” in London last week apparently 
leaves a number of British theatre “experts”? with some fancy explain- 
ing to do. Number of English legiters in New York, some visiting and 
others permanent residents, had predicted that the Arthur Miller drama 
would be a quick flop with West End audiences. In fact, not in memory 
was a Broadway smash so discounted as a prospect for London. Among 
the exceptions who figured the play would register with English audi- 
ences were Basil Dean, London author-director-producer, and Philip 
Hope-Wallace, drama critic of the Manchester Guardian, both of whom 
said the show’s reception would depend on how well it was done there. 


What is happening on the Broadway stage “is usually worth looking 
at, even if it isn’t always worth listening to,”’ was the view expressed by 
London Sunday Times’ drama critic, Harold Hobson, in a recent article 
on the state of the Broadway theatre. Back at his desk after a visit to 
N. Y., Hobson noted that “America takes symbolism in its stride; and 
its two leading playwrights, Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller, 
practice this method with combined artistic and financial success. 

Hobson went on to call “these young men the only strikingly 
original playwriting talents that the English-speaking theatre has pro- 
duced since the end of the war... .” ” 


Capacity of the Morosco theatre, N. Y., has been cut 12 seats, amount- 
ing to $324 per week, for the run of “Death of a Salesman.” Although 
there had been no requests for refunds for the locations, producer 


Kermit Bloomgarden discovered that there was imperfect vision from 
two of the seats in each of the six boxes, so he ordered them withdrawn 


from sale. 


Boxes sell for $6 evenings and $3 matinees. 


Capacity gross, 


including the limit of 30 standees per performance, is now about $24,100 


per week. 


Eunice Healey, in Central City, 
Col., to attend Mae West’s opening 
in “Diamond Lil,” may go to the 
Coast to visit her parents before 
returning to New York about Aug. 
15 Clarence Taylor, manager 
for Brock Pembérton, leaves this 
weekend for a vacation on the 
Coast Louis Lotito, prez of 
City Playhouses, Inc., and manager 
of the Martin Beck theatre, N. Y., 
laid up with a cold Producer 
Michael Todd was the off-the-rec- 
ord speaker at Monday’s (1) lunch- 
eon of the Drama Desk, New York 
legit reporters’ group. 

Irving Keyser, treasurer of the 
Alvin theatre, N. Y., is in grave 
condition in Neurological Institute, 
N. Y., with poliomyelitis and spinal 
meningitis. His parents have been 
called to his bedside from Phila- 
delphia Alan Hewitt, in the 
cast of “Death of a Salesman,” is 

+communting. from.Compo Beach, 


“Legit Bits: 


Conn... . Irving Schneider, mat- 
ager for producer Irene Selznick, 
vacationing this week al West 
Hampton, L. I. ... Press agent 


Samuel J. Friedman may undergo 
an operation this week for bursits. 
Attorney Howard Reinheimer 
goes to Sun Valley this week for & 
short vacation, with several inter- 
ruptions for business engagements 
in Hollywood Maurice Evans, 
at his fishing shack on an island in 
Saranac Lake, is beyond the reach 
of telephone, which has members 
of his production staff guessing 
about progress on the stars — 
coming production of the Terene 
Rattigan dual-bill, “The Browning 
Version” and ‘‘Harlequinade a 
Del Hughes will be stase manage 
of Kermit Bloomgarden’s produc 
tion of “Montserrat” Sigmve 
Romberg may write a new operet 
for the Shuberts, who presente 
his ‘My Romance” last season e 
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LYNN HEARTBEAT 
“The Incomparable” 


“Hildegarde will be available for all of 
Lynn to see in person at the Marblehead 
Summer Theatre all of next week ‘begin- 
ning Monday, July 25). Once nightly she 
is going to present a two-hour concert, the 
first time she has ever attempted such a 
performance. 

“She is the only entertainer in the history 
of show business who could ever walk out 
on a café or supper room floor, tell vou how 
long she would stay, leave with thunderous 
applause and not return 

“If you think sometime 
vourself. Try to be amusing and entertain- 
ing for forty-five minutes; you'll have a new 
appreciation for Hildegarde 

“In ten years she has appeared only in 
the plushiest hotels in the country. She's 
commanded fabulous fees and accounted 
for even more fabulous business. The aver- 
age person who has never seen Hildegarde 
wants to know: ‘How come?’ 

“This is not an easy question to answer. 
Just when you are ready to decide that 
personality is the proper explanation, she'll 
wow you with a touching song that will 
have you fumbling in the dark for a hand- 
kerchief.. And just when you've decided 
that she’s a wonderful singer, she tears the 
house down with sheer charm and excite- 
ment. 

“To see Hildegarde is an experience. A 
fellow has only one honeymoon as a rule. 
He has various other ‘once in a lifetime’ ex- 
periences. This could easily be one of 
them. So, don’t say we didn't offer a good 
suggestion. Incidentally, Blake Johnson. of 
the theatre, reports the advance sale on Hil- 
degarde’s engagement is the best in several 
seasons. Since the theatre’s capacity is 
slightly less than 1,000 a sell out is a good 
possibility. Try to make the Wednesday 
matinee; it’s the sleeper performance! In 
track lingo, that is.” 

—Tom McGoveirs 
Lynn-Telegram News. 
(July 21, 1949) 


it’s easv, trv it 





Continued From Page 56 














* 








“Down at the Marblehead Auditorium, 


the North Shore Players really ignited dv- 
namite Monday evening. thev pre- 
sented the fabulous Hildegarde in her 
summer theatre premiere one-woman show. 
The audience went wild. Seldom has such 
applause been heard this side of ‘South Pa- 
cifie’!”’ 


when 


—Barbara Tibbets, 
Boston Traveler. 
(July 27, 1949) 





YOU PAY AND YOU GET 


INTO THE ACT 
That's Chan-Toosy on the Style of 
Hildegarde Presently at Marble- 
head Theatre 


“Making het 
ances here 


first summer theatre appear- 
In a Clamor of publicity suitable 
for the return to earth of Edwin Booth, the 


Supper club singer, Hildegarde, has failed 
to keep the tides from coming into Marble- 
head on schedule. But she does give a good 
show. chan-toosy style 
Picks Stooges 
Miss Hildegarde, a _ slender, supple. 
blonde chan-toosy who works at a terrific 


tempo and holds her audience remarkably 


well, picks people out of the audience as 
stooges. If they don't want to stooge, they 
get it! 


“An elderly fellow in the front row who 
didn't jump up and down with glee when 
he was singled out for comment—he was 
told he looked like a Broadway ‘angel’ — 
was not neglected through the rest of the 
evening It was suggested to him by the 
smiling chan-toosy that he had better seem 
to be gay and have a good time, and that 
would be good for him! He was required to 
give his place of birth, required to stand 
and take a rose, required to hear from time 
to time throughout the evening that he 
looked like an angel.” 

You Pays and You Acts 

“It could be that the fellow had paid fo 
be entertained and not to entertain. For a 
chan-toosy, however, that is apparently not 
enough You pays your money and you 
winds up in the act! Willy nilly Wily 
Hildy! 

“The Hildegarde show, supported by an 
orchestra of 10 men on the stage, consists 
of two parts, each an hour long. Between 
bouts with the angels of the audience, Miss 
Hildegarde sings a variety of songs,. from 
the tender to the corny, plays her own ac- 
companiment to many comments on herself, 
offers jokes, chatter and smiles. Millions 
of smiles 

“A novelty on the straw hat circuit, this 
chan-toosy knows her way around an audi- 
ence.” 

—Elliot Norton, 
Boston Post (July 29, 1949) 
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Opening August 1, for Two Weeks, 
at the PIPING ROCK, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 


Opening McCarter Theatre, 
Princeton University, on Aug. 15th, 


for One Week of Concerts 


Booked by JACK BERTELL, Per. Rep. 


* 


All publicity for Hildegarde’s 
Marblehead engagement done by 
FRANCIS P. L. CRONIN, 100 Boyls- 


ton Street, Boston. 


Publicity for New York: 
DAVID O. ALBER ASSOCIATES 


lighting Installed by WILLIAM E. 


Od 








Throng Lauds Presentation 


By Hildegarde 


“Hildegarde, the incomparable, lived up 
to her international reputation last night 
when she thrilled a capacity audience at 
Marblehead Auditorium, at the opening of 
her week’s engagement marking her debut 
on the summer theatre circuit. 

“The famous chanteuse, who for -several 
years has captivated the hearts of patrons 
of the famed supper clubs on two occasions, 
scored a decided hit with last night's audi- 
ence as she sang the selections for which 
she is noted. 

“Salvatore Gioe, her accompanist who di- 
rected a nine-piece orchestra, had arranged 
the orchestration in such a manner that the 
full beauty of Hildegarde’s melodious voice 
seemingly blended with the instruments. 

. The only drawback to the performance 
was not the fault of the artist but of the am- 
plification system which took an unsched- 
uled holiday after the second act and re- 
fused to function for the remainder of Hil- 
degarde’s offerings. 

“Notwithstanding this, Hildegarde held 
the audience seemingly entranced for the 
two hour production. 

“Patrons. who had witnessed her per- 
formances at smart New York city hotels 
and supper clubs, were of the belief that 
her offerings last night topped her previous 
efforts. 

“Needless to say her efforts were loudly 
applauded. 

“The North Shore players. sponsors of 
the Head Theatre, have provided a diversi- 
fied series of attractions for their seventh 
season. So far they have offered the the- 
atre-goers such stellar attractions as Tal- 
llulah Bankhead in a lovable comedy, Basil 
Rathbone in a tense, spell-binding drama, 
and now Hildegarde, singer extraordinary. 
The change of pace apparently pleases the 
Greater Salem audiences for each night 
there is a capacity house.” 

—Salem Evening News. 








Engagement Booked by JACK BERTELL, Per. Rep. 


RICHARDSON 


Manager, Director, Producer—ANNA SOSENKO 








My Boston 


“Two of the most talked about women in 
America arrived in Boston yesterday. At 
3:35 p.m., one was leaving the Copley Plaza 


and the other was arriving, and they 
bumped Then thev hugged One was 
HILDEGARDE and the other was PERLE 
MESTA . . 

“On request of the comedian, Abe Bur- 
rows, Hildy abandoned her sophisticated 
style and went hill-bily recently on tele- 
vision Bouncing in her chair and holding 
imaginary reins in her white-gloved hands, 
she sang a few bars of ‘I'm Hop-along 
Hildy, a gal from the West She hasn't 
formulated her own TV future vet but said 
her picture was on the cover of ‘Life’ 10 
years ago, as the ‘First Lady of Television.’ 
That was because she put on an experi- 
mental program in the NBC studios, in 
black and white. color projection on a 
screen ‘lL was also the first American 


she added 
switch from 
summer theatre 
Jack is Hildy’'s 


televised in London and Paris 

“The famous chantoosey’s 
swank supper rooms to a 
was Jack Bertell’s idea 
booking manager He said he picked 
Marblehead for her only summer theatre 
appearance because the Marblehead theatre 
has the finest management meaning Larry 
Washburn and Blake Johnson . Besides, 
it seats 1,000. Hildy doesn’t work for pea- 
nuts. 

“Last week, at Marblehead, ‘The Heiress,’ 
Starring Basil Rathbone, took in $7,012 at 
the box office out of a possible $8,200. That 
was at a $2.40 top ‘tax included) The 
previous week, at a $3 top, and with two 
matinees instead of one, Tallulah Bankhead 
grossed $14,300. At the prices, but 
with only seven performances, Hildegarde’s 
possible is about $12,500 . The advance 
sale, prior to her opening last night, 
amounted to $4,200, a record. 

“The idea of giving a two-hour, one 
woman show, seven days in succession, 
didn't alarm her. After Marblehead, Hildy 
will keep a date at the Piping Rock Club, 
Saratoga Springs.” 


Same 


—Alan Frazer, 
Boston Evening American. 
(July 26, 1949) 
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AT THE THEATRES 
North Shore Players 


(Continued from Page 56) 
North Shore Players and offer their public 
a musical, a revue or even a 3-ring circus. 
Hildegarde has shown that it can be done, 
and with striking success.” 
Real Trouper 

“This Milwaukee bombshell made good 
the hard way last night. She was facing a 
traditionally ‘reserved’ opening night audi- 
ence in a large hall, making it difficult to 
get across her ‘intimate’ style. And at the 
eutset of the second act, the microphones 
went blooey. Yet, working without a 
‘mike, she won over the audience even 
more completely than in the first half of the 
evening. There was nothing ‘reserved’ about 
the tremendous ovation she received at the 
final curtain. 

“She'll find that New England ‘shyness’ 
absent in the later audiences. 

“She did so many numbers Jast night that 
it would be difficult to list them all here. 
Furthermore, there's no guarantee that she 
will do the same routine tonight or tomor- 
row; she’s that unpredictable.” 

—ED E. JAFFEE, 
Daily Evening Hem, 
Lynn, Mass. 
(Tuesday, July 26, 1949) 











* 


To the Concord Hotel Management: 
Thanks for moking it possible for 
me to enjoy the thrill of an excit- 
ing success in the famous ‘’Borscht 
Belt in the Catskills.“ 


* 


Thanks to Blake Johnson, ll, and 
John L. Washburn, General Man- 
agers and Producers of the North 
Shore Players. 


Agents—MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Show BizAgain Takes Over Central City 


Drama Fete Drawing 250,000 Visitors 


By BILL DOLL 
Central City, Col., Aug. 2. 

This mile-and-a-half ghost town, 
with a permanent population of 
only 500, is probably the best ex- 
ample of how show business under 
intelligent civic sponsorship can be 
built into a formidable tourist lure. 

The Central City Drama Festival, 
now in its 14th year, attracts 250,- 
000 visitors to this mountain top 
every summer and as a_ result 
brings plenty of hotel and other 
business to nearby Denver. Whole 
thing started when the old Opera 
House, built in 1878, was presented 
to Denver U. and restored to the 
original condition it was in when 
Salvini, Bernhardt, Joe Jefferson 
and John L. Sullivan regaled the 
miners. 

Under the auspices of the Central 


City Opera House Assn., a non- 
profit organization, it has grown 


until the operation has practically 


taken over the entire town ASSso- 
ciation runs two hotels, including 
the famous Teller House, three 
saloons, a_ livery stable where 


square dancing is held, a group of 
houses where actors may be housed, 
and a gold mine. Property is now 
valued at $1,000,000, and the over- 
all gross during the six or eight- 
week summer _§ season over 
$300,000. 

The whole town comprises show 
business, and emplovees. including 


is 


hotel, bar, and restaurant help, 
dancers, stage crew, guides, etc., 
numbers over 200. Revenue, in 


addition to sale of theatre tickets, 
comes from such byproducts as 
hotel rooms, food, whiskey. 
take from about 60 slot machines, 
guided tours through theatre, hotel 
and mine, postcards and souvenir 
books. 
Year-Round Employee 

Despite the size of the operation, 
the Assn. has only one year-round 
paid employees. This is Business 
Manager Don Stophlet, who super- 
intends all of the enterprises and 
makes an annual trip to New York 
to cast the opera. In the summer 
the Assn. retains a press agent, 
Adolph (Bud) Mayer, former Rocky 
Mountain News reporter. and it’s 
spearheaded by Frank H. Ricket- 
son, Jr., president of Fox Inter- 
mountain Theatres (he originated 
“Bank Night”), and Robert Selig, 
another Fox exec and president of 
the board of trustees of Denver. U. 
They are in charge of the voluntary 
committees who whoop up plenty 
of local excitement, in addition to 
arranging initial plans for each sea- 
son’s activities. 

Season opens every summer with 
an opera which the Assn. produces 
itself (this year it was “Fleder- 
maus”’), spending as much as $140.- 
000 and importing top talent and 
production people. Another fea- 
ture is an afternoon critique to talk 
about drama. This year John 
Chapman, Hanya Hold, Davy Tuttle. 
James Michenor and others were 
on the panel. Windup attraction 
sees a Broadway show specially 
transported for the occasion. This 
year it’s Mae West in “Diamond 
Lil.” 

Naturally, papers in Denver. the 
Rocky Mountain News and_ the 
Post, go allout for the events. with 
the Post frequently doing different 
Stories for each edition. State 
papers and radio. stations give 
plenty of space and time. and a 
traveling boxoffice, with plenty of 
fanfare, visits neighboring towns. 
Trailers are shown in a couple of 
hundred Fox theatres. 

Ticket. sale is unusual inasmuch 
as the boxoffice is located in Den- 
ver, 50 miles away from the the- 
atre, though a boxoffice is opened 
here in town one hour before each 


performance. Advance sale for 
Miss West on opening day was 
$72,000, $5.000 short of capacity 


for the scheduled three-week run. 
Expected sellout resulted in pro- 
ducers Al Rosen and Herb Freezer 
agreeing to extend the engagement 


an additional week. Gross will be 
$100,000 for the run. 
For the star it is the first time 


she has played the role sincy last 
winter, when she broke her ankle 
and had to call off the New York 
showing. Show will go to Detroit 
from here and then into’ the 
Plymouth, N. Y., Sept. 7. 
Operation here is very pie- 
turesque, with this old town hang- 
ing on the steep sides of the con- 
tinental divide. All employees are 


dressed in frontier costumes. 
squares dance exhibitions go on 
before and after the show. anc 


ushers parade through the streets rection. 


the | 


and ring bells in an effort to get 
the ‘customers out of the saloons 
and into the theatre. 

The actors are having a heck of 
a time, breathing fresh air for a 


change and feeding on_ buffalo 
steaks. And on Saturday (31) 


Steve Cochran and Billy Van were 
out panning for gold. They 
washed out about $9 worth. 


Colleano, Jr., Looks Set 
For London ‘Streetcar’ 


London, July 26. 
After auditioning several Eng- 
lish legit and film names for the 
top male role opposite Vivien 
Leigh in “Streetcar Named De- 
sire,” Laurence Olivier, who is pro- 
ducing the show in October, has 
practically set on Bonar Colleano, 
Jr. Colleano is an American and 
son of Bonar Colleano, Sr., who 
has been appearing for many years 
in the Maurice Colleano standard 
vaudeville offering. Act is cur- 

rently playing Australia. 
Colleano is currently appearing 
in Jack Hylton’s “Together Again” 





at the Victoria Palace, having re- 
placed Bud Flanagan, who has 
been ordered to the south of 


France by his medico. “Streetcar” 
goes into rehearsal in September, 
with show due in October at Ald- 
wych theatre. 





Theatre Guild Protests 
Ala. Group’s Name Use 


Mobile, Ala., Aug. 2. 
The Montgomery, Ala., Theatre 


Guild has received a protest from | 
of New York | 


the Theatre Guild 
against the use of the words “The- 
atre Guild.” The New York organ- 
ization charged that “confusion 
does exist” resulting in irreparable 
loss. 

A representative of the Mont- 
gomery Guild called the charge 
flattering but ridiculous. 
flattered that our organization of 
amateurs would be confused 
with the professional ability of the 
Theatre Guild, Inc.,” he stated. 

Attorneys representing the New 
York organization have ‘been in- 
structed to take such legal steps 


as many be necessary to protect 
our client’s valuable property 
right.” 





Off-B’way Show 


Too Many Thumbs 
Otf-Broadway, Inc., production of com- 
edy in two acts by Robert Hivnor. Di- 
rected by Curt Conway; setting and light- 











ing. Charles Hyman and William Sher- 
man. At Cherry Lane, N. Y., July 27, 
“49; $1.80 top. 

oo 9) SAS re tee Sadie Long 
PG 6 HSS alas ceeabashhses Dick Robbins 
PU a ern es Eddie Frost 
eee reer cre eee Gene Saks 
Jenny Macklebee....... Kim Stanley 


.Nehemia Persoff 
Ernest Sommers 


Too Many Thumbs..... 
Professor Block 


The first of Robert 
plays to be staged, “Too Many 
Thumbs” might, with proper doc- 
toring and a more professional pro- 
duction, make the grade on Broad- 
way. This Off-Broadway Inc., offer- 
ing starts off weakly but builds in- 
to an amusing and fanciful comedy. 
Employing the theory that man is 
descendant from ape, Hivnor pre- 
sents his audience with a chim- 
panzee who in the midst of scien- 
tific observation develops into a 
homo-sapian. 

Hivnor’s script also approaches 
in a satirical vein the conflict be- 
tween science and religion, with 
Gene Saks’ portrayal of a religious 
fanatic the high-spot. A_ particu- 
larly funny bit involving two 
chimps of the opposite sex is not- 
able at the tail end of act one. 
Nehemia Persoff as the male of the 
species has the title role and gives 
a restrained pertormance in a diffi- 
cult part. His transformation from 
beast to man is both pathetic and 
humorous. 

As the struggling scientist con- 
ducting the observation, Dick Rob- 
bins is effectively methodical, and 
Kim Stanley, as his fiancee, has 
little to do but lend charm to the 
proceedings. Sadie Long, as the 
temale chimp, handles her role 
well. Eddie Frost, as an attendant, 
is okay, and Ernest Sommers’ por- 
trayal of a successful scientist is 
good, though his exit line in refer- 
ence to a nude picture is stock 
stuff. 

Entire action takes place in a 
combination laboratory and office. 

Curt Conway handled the able di- 


Hivnor's 


| 
“We are 


“STREET SCENE’ CLICKS | 


IN CONCERT VERSION 


The Elmer Rice-Kurt Weill mu- 
sic-drama, “Street Scene,” 


well in concert version—a severe 
test by all standards. Presented 
sans costume and sets, in abbrevi- 
ated form, at Lewisohn Staudium, 
N. Y.. Saturday (30), the work 
came oft remarkably well, as a 
stirring combination of melodrama 
and music. 


Performance itself was abbrevi-| 


ated when a thunderstorm broke 
up the second half of the al fresco 
session 

The 
} phony 


N. Y. Philharmonic-Sym- 
soloists and ensemble were 
led by Maurice Abravanel, who 
conducted for the Broadway pro- 
duction and who here seemed to be 
as much. or more, in his symphonic 
element. Several members of the 
original Broadway cast repeated 
their roles here, including two of 
the leads, Polyna Stoska and Brian 
Sullivan. Other repeaters were 
Marie Leidal. Peggy Turnley, Mar- 
cella Uhl. Kenneth Remo, Joseph 
| James and David Thomas. Abrava- 
nel used 13 singers as principals, 
with an added choral ensemble of 
12 more. 

Miss Stoska, as Mrs. Maurrant, 
was in excellent voice, and did a 
superior job with her “Somehow I 
Never Could Believe” solo. Sulli- 
van was particulariy impressive 
with his “Lonely House” solo, and 
in the “Remember That I Care” 
duet with Dorothy Sarnoff. Miss 
Sarnoff, taking the Anne Jeffreys 


role of Rose Maurrant, was fine 
support in the duet, and registered 
admirably with her solo, ‘What 


Good Would the Moon Be.” Nor- 
man Atkins had Norman Cor- 
don’s original role as Mr. Maurrant, 
doing a bangup job with his solo 


number, “Let Things Be Like 
They Always Was.” 
Support was in every instance 


first-rate. Joseph James, the orig- 
inal janitor, again repeated an ex- 
cellent ‘“‘I Got 
| Star,” and Kenneth Remo repeated 
| the amusing ‘‘When a Woman Has 
a Baby.” The ensemble scored 


“Iee Cream 
Bron. 


| ful, the Heat” and 


| Sextet.” 


Legit Follow-Up 














Mister Roberts 
(ALVIN, N. Y.) 

After 18 months’ of almost solid 
capacity business, ‘“Mister Roberts” 
remains one of the top straight- 
play hits of Broadway history. And 
despite considerable recasting, it’s 
lost little of the entertainment 


quality that made it an instantane- | 


ous smash. In the comedy-drama 
category, there’s been nothing 
newer to compare with it and, from 
present indications, there’s little 
prospect of anything doing so. 
To a repeat playgoer, several 
things stand out in the show. The 
play itself, combining Thomas Heg- 
gen’s. basic. story and Joshua 
Logan's skillful stage craftsman- 
ship, is an irresistible blend of 
humor, poignance and dramatic 


wallop. The casting, including the | 


various changes since the preem, is 
brilliant. while the performances 


are excellent and the physical pro- | 
| 


duction superb. 

The performance is remarkably 
clean for such a long-run play. It 
has broadened here and there, par- 
ticularly in the smaller parts, but 
not seriously enough to mar the 
authenticity or vitality of the show. 
Henry Fonda is still ideal in the 
title part. His playing, seemingly 
a trifle more emphatic than orig- 
inally, is perhaps even better for 
that reason. The other original 
lead, William Harrigan, is. also 
skillfully loathsome as the patho- 
logically tyrannical skipper. 

Rusty Lane, subbing for Robert 
Keith, on leave for a Hollywood 
picture assignment, is good as the 
philosophical ship’s doctor. And 
Murray Hamilton, although lacking 
the style and = personal impact 
David Wayne gave the part, is ef- 
fective as the juvenile officer, 
Pulver. With the exception of mild 
overplaving in some. eases. the 
smaller parts are all well handled, 
with Rufus Smith contributing a 
notable bit as drawlingly eloquent 
Shore Patrol officer. 

Logan's staging is even more im- 
pressive when seen again, and Jo 
Mielziner’s scenery registers strong- 
lv on further inspection. The at- 
mospheric lighting and expressive 
between-scenes sound effects are 
also helpful. Incidentally, too, the 
theatre is kept comfortably cool 
throughout the performance, which 
is the exception rather than the 
rule in legit. Hobe. 

Second play of the U. of Texas 
drama department summer season 
will be “Command Decision,” for 
opening Aug. 10 in 


three days 
) Austin. 


seen on) 
Broadway in 1947, holds up pretty | 


a Marble and a} 


strongly, especially in “Ain’t It Aw- | 


A Month in the Country 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 2. 

Westport Country Playhouse presenta- 
tion of Emlyn Williams’ adaptation of 
comedy by Ivan Turghenev. Stars 
Gordon: features Edmon Ryan, Howard 
St. John, Scott McKay, E. G. Marshall. 
Directed by Garson Kanin. David M. Par- 
doll, associate producer; costumes, Main- 
bocher Theatre Collection; settings and 
lighting, Elfi von Kentzow. At Westport, 
Conn., Aug. 1, °49. 
| Vera 
Shaaf 
Anna Yslaeva 


Hazel Dawn, Jr. 
Rex Williams 
Franees Brandt 


Lizaveta Bogdanova Diana Rivers 
Natalia Ruth Gordon 
Rakitin Edmon Ryan 
Kolia Cliford Tatum, Jr 
PEO Scott McKay 
Matvei Lew Eckels 
Docto1 E. G. Marshall 
Yslaev Howard St. John 
Katia Peggy Cass 
Bolshintsov Jesse White 

Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin 


hope to take this new Emlyn Wil- 
liams’ adaptation of the traditional 
Turgheney Russian comedy to 

Broadway, which has not had such 
a revival since Nazimova coiled 
through a Theatre Guild produc- 
tion two decades ago. Kanin has 
given this Westport performance 
far more than the attention usually 
lavished on a summer tryout and 
| the management has given him a 
liberal hand. 

Williams’ version, recently suc- 
cessful in London, is not as crisp 
nor as inventive as was expected, 
and the play’s chief pleasures stem 
from Kanin’s skill in conjuring oc- 
casional vignettes in which lesser 
characters, not caught up with 
Natalia’s impatient romance, 
brightly illustrate their own prob- 
lems. 

This new version of the Turghe- 
nev legend mtroduces some low 
comedy of the Katzenjammer 
school and also a new ending. The 
unsuspecting intruder goes off 
to Moscow with a faithful and elo- 
quent family friend rather than 
with the highborn heroine’s pretty 
ward. 

Miss Gordon, so successful in 
Guthrie McClintic’s revival of 
“Three Sisters,” is a disconcerting- 
ly mobile star this week. She has 
little time for patrician repose and 
the familiar and admired Gordon 
characteristics are abundantly 
catalogued. She looks youthful 
and winsome, however, as_ she 
whips around the stage in a succes- 
sion of handsome Mainbochers 
| that add much atmosphere to the 


proceedings. There’s no Slavie 
lethargy here. 
| QOutstanding in Miss Gordon's 


company is Hazel Dawn, Jr., as the 
; dependent who also loves the tutor. 


| Lovely looking offspring of an un- | 


forgettably lovely mother, Miss 
| Dawn brings new freshness, nice 
modesty and a singularly promis- 
ing technique to the Westport 
stage. Diana Rivers is excellent 
too as ai snuff-inhaling duenna, 
equal to every artful suggestion 


| that is the index to tne tne Kanin | 


talent. E. G. Marshall 
stride as the country doctor and 
Jesse White has a hilarious time 
with the role. of an awkward suitor. 

Scott McKay is suitably hand- 
some and obediently ill-at-ease as 
| the tutor, and Howard St. John and 


gets into 


signments. Doul. 


Saturday 


| Baltimore, July 26. 
Don Swann production of musical com 
edy in two acts Book by Dorothy Les 
Tina; lyrics and music by G. Wood: staged 
by George Schaefer: dances by Ebba Von 
Saleski and Alice Sobel; sets, Noel Tayior 
and George Sullivan 
Cast: Alice Ghostley, 
ne Prud’homme, Davis Post, Archie 
Lam, Joseph Sopher, Bruce Jewell, 
Douglas Henderson, O. Tolbert-Hewitt, 
Frances Oliver, Robinson Stone. Elaine 
| Swann, Clit Cothern At Hilltop theatre, 
| Baltimore, July 26, ’4 


Martine Bartlett, 


Ambitious attempt at a musical, 
with choral ensembles and terp in- 
terludes to round out a rather in- 
volved story line and a_ highly 
pleasing musical score, comes off 
rather well. George Schaefer’s 
direction is standout and pianistie 
musical accompaniment by com- 
| poser Wood a real assist. But 
there’s not enough for Broadway at 
the moment. , 

Book is a killer-diller, It deals 
with a mythical town where every 
Saturday is Christmas and every- 
one tells the truth. Added to this. 
Santa is a racketeer 


who rides in 
a ftanty sled pulled by his wife, 
who wouldn't mind engaging in 


more hectic pursuits given the op- 
portunity. Into all of this is a love 
triangle, with the village belle. 
famous the country-over as the joy 
of visiting travelling men, sought 
by a mamma's boy and a bookish 
Villain on the ruthless side. There 
are other chara&ers, too, but noth- 
ing jells mid the humorless lines 
and heavy-handed situations. 
Music and lyrics are something 
else. The composer has a score of 
considerable merit. The rhythm is 
on the modern side with a good 
| boogey beat and some splashes of 
,all right melody. Numbers are not 


Ruth | 


Edmon Ryan are right in other as- | 


—$$—_____ 


Strawhat Reviews 


|smartly spotted for best 
| and maximum selling. 
| Alice Ghostley, in the femm 
lead, dominates the show with 
voice of considerable quality sen 
she holds up the acting end well 
enough. Best among the rest of 
the cast are O. Tolbert-Hewit; and 
June Prud’homme, particularly in 
“Ice Cream Supper”; Elaine Swann 
and Robinson Stone, as Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa Claus; Douglas Hender. 
son and Cliff Cothern. Solo dance 
spots by Ebba Von Saleski ang 
Alice Sobel, who staged the num. 
bers, are well handled, and _ set. 
tings are above barn average. _ 
With book given a complete re- 
write and score refitted and shapeg 
under practiced auspices. this one 
might provide potential materia) 
particularly as_an all-Negro opyg 
in the “Hot Mikado.” ‘Carmen 
Jones” motif. Burm 


College Show 


Small Beer in Springtime 
(CATHOLIC WU.) 
Washington, July 27. 


Cont ast 











Catholic U production of comedy ing 
| three acts by Joe Coogan and Dan Rod. 
den Staged by Sally Scharper; set ana 
lighting, James D. Waring At Univer 
sity theatre, Washington, July 25, °49; 
$1.80 top. 
Tit Be 8 iswees Don Watery 
Agnes Kilty Wenona Matthews 
Pete re Philip Scharper 
POMONE tc vatheeaes Edward C. Justice 
Willie Dooley....... John Rodney 
Hannah ‘ Mildred Wolf 
| Pee area Pat Carroll 





New play by radio writer Dan 
Rodden and magazine freelancer 
Joe Coogan is given a better per- 
formance by the Catholie U, 
Speech and Drama _ Department 
than it deserves. 

Play is set in a saloon in Philly, 
called the Galway Tap. Its prin- 
cipal character is Willie Dooley, 
i'the charming, doing-nothing bar- 
room philosopher whose career 
consists of writing letters to the 
editors of mewspapers and — 
that his solutions to all the ills o 
the world will get top position in 
the letter columns. Saloonkeepér 
Tim Kilty would like to get rid of 
his sister-in-law, a maiden gal in 


her late 30's, and Dooley decides 
to get her a husband. 

Of course, sister-in-law Hannah 
has had a secret crush on Dooley 


for years. Just about the time he 
' gets a middle-aged truant officer 
to propose to Hannah, Dooley dis- 
covers that he, too, loves her. So 
true love finds a way and Dooley 
agrees to take a job as a file clerk 
to support his wife. And that is the 
story. 

John Rodney, a former Catholic 
U. student, is starred as the philo- 
sophie Dooley, playing the part 
complete with auld sod _ brogue. 
Rodney gives a lively reading 
to the role, a fat one decked out 
with long speeches. However, he 
never manages to lift the part overt 
the barricade of incessant jabber, 
which interlards the thin plot. 

Play is reported to be in tryout 
with a view to Broadway produe- 
tion. However, in its present form 
it offers little which would coax 
/customers into plunking down 
$4.80—or any fraction thereof—at 
| the boxoffice. Lowe, 

‘ ? See 

Peter’ Sydney Interim; 

‘ >] 
Rooms’ for Melbourne 
Sydney. July 26. 

British comedy, “Fly - Away- 
Peter,” with British players J. H 
Roberts, Pamela Bygrave and Bea- 
trice Smith, will play a limited 
run at the Royal here, betore Rob- 
ert Morley, in “Edward, My 508, 
comes in in early September 

“Annie Get Your Gun” winds uP 
a year at the Royal. and heads tot 
New Zealand. 

In Melbourne, June Clyde 
Hal Thompson come into the Cont 
edy theatre, for J. C. Williamson, 
Aug. 5, with ‘Separate Rooms. 
Show will do general Aussie cul 
around after the Melbourne run 


Kamber’s Program Service 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

Bernard Kamber, who puls rut 
programs for the four legit houses 
here, has launched a new assocl® 
tion of program publishers for 
towns outside New York Failure 
in recent seasons to latch on to 2 
big national accounts led to ™ 
move. | 

So far, Kamber’s group [35 
up 15 theatres in four ciltes 
ton, San Francisco, Cleveland = 
Philadelphia—and they will <n 
a New York central office. P 
of new outfit calis tor solicitation 
of national accounts for placemem 
in all cities, proceeds to be divi 
pro-rata. 
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Literati 








Busy (7) Literati 
how it is in these summer 
s in the publishing busi- 
hn O’Hara phones his pub- 
jisher, Bennett Cerf, from his 
Quogue (L.1.) home: Bennett, I’m 
nere with Dick Rodgers (& Ham- 
ot the brother of the salesman 
in ‘Death of a Salesman’ made his 
in Alaska, but I say it’s 
* The Random House prexy 


Here’s 
dog day 


an phone Viking Press which 


publishes the Arthur Miller play 
and call him right back. Alaska 
js the right answer, O’Hara thanks 
him elaborately, expresses regrets 
over “taking up so much of your 
time, Bennett.” 
Cerf replies, “That's nothing, 
John, excepting you _ blankety- 
plank you just made me miss 112 


innings of a hot Yanks game on) 


the television in my office.” 


Earl Hines’ Band Biz Expose 

Jazz pianist Earl Hines has 
penned a byline piece for the Sep- 
tember issue of Ebony mag titled 
“How Gangsters Ran the 
Business.” Article exposes gang- 
dom’s rule of niteries and bands 
during the ’20’s and ’30’s bringing 
in such notorious characters as Al 
Capone, Owney Madden, George 
‘Big Frenchy’ DeMange and Jack 
‘Legs’ Diamond. Hines explains in 
his seven-page yarn how these ex- 
mobsters controlled such music 
personalities as Duke Ellington, 
Cab Calloway, Lena Horne, Billy 
Eckstine and himself. 

Finishing off his treatise, Hines 
notes that the end of prohibition 
did away with the mobsters, but in 
turn gave vent to what he feels is 
racketeering on the part of band 
bookers. Hines also expresses his 
feeling on what he believes to be 
dishonest band popularity polls. 





Jack Davies’ Missiofi to H’wood 

Jack Davies, film critic for the 
London Sunday Graphic, pushed 
off for Hollywood over the week- 
end after a short stopover in New 
York. Davies, on film biz for the 
Kemsley Press, biggest newspaper 
chain in England, is engaging a 
Hollywood correspondent for the 
Kemsley papers. 

Reportedly, Jonah Ruddy, Eng- 
lish-born mag _ writer; has_ the 
inside spot for the job. Davies is 
the father of John Howard Davies, 
moppet who played the title role 
in J. Arthur Rank’s “Oliver Twist.” 


Eire Censors Nix 14 More 
_ The Irish Censorship of Publica- 
tions Board has nixed 14 more 
novels on the grounds that they are 
indecent or obscene. 
They are: “‘The Loves of My Lord 
Admiral,” by Philip Lindsay; ‘Into 


the Labyrinth,” by Bentz. Plage- | 


mann; “The Girl on the Via Flam- 
ina,” by Alfred Hayes; “Nineteen 


Eighty-Four,” by -George Orwell: | 


“White Crocus,” by Peter Packer; 
Red Morning,” by Ruby Frazier 
rey; “Lovers Aren't Company,” by 

Monica Stirling: “Roads 
ome,” by Dan Davin; “The Other 

Passion,’ by Edith Simon; “Dragon 

in Chains,” by George Lancing; 
English Episode,’ by Charles 

Poulsen; “The Butterfly,” by James 

M. Cain; “The Transient Hour,” by 

Marcel Ayme; “She Came to Stay,” 
by Simone de Beavoir. 


Pioneer Gazette Monthly 
ew publication, The Pioneer 
Gazette, is being edited by C. V. 
Fardig at Springfield, Mass. Four- 
page monthly tab, which sells for 
» reprints old engravings and 
articles from America’s early press, 
such as the “New York Weekly 
ee of 1792, the “Columbian 
gcutennial of 1814. ‘Massachutts 
PY of 1804 and the “New Eng- 
and Economical Advertiser’ of 
1844. 
memPhasis is on entertaining 
'scellany concerning family life 
0 bygone years, 
So included is “Trading Post” 
advertising antiques and ane of 
Mericana currently available. 


y Yale's Boswell Windfall 
— University’s recent pur- 
) os of the private papers of 
a sired was made possible 
minics t to Yale from the Old Do- 
et Me oundation, established by 
fone) qlion, Class of 1929. Addi- 
an arr nancing was acquired via 
for thaneement with McGraw-Hill, 
See € exclusive rights to publish 
ugh its subsid, Whittlesey 


0 
will neste 40 to 50 volumes that 


collect 
lection. ae 9 Manuscripts were 


Col. 
New York, who spent 
years acquiring 
m graduated from Yale 


ught f 
Isham a tn 
psd 25 
Papers. Ish 
in 1914 . 


E tl yng 
wihtiting and publication plans | 


be undertaken b itori 
in y an editorial 
ard, which will include in addi- 


ein) and we have a $50 bet. 


Band |; 


in the Autumn 


|in Brussels: 


From | 


ult from the editing of the | 
Ralph H. | 


the | 


{tion te members of the Yale 
| faculty, Edward C. Aanswell, Mc- 
Graw Hill veepee and editor-in- 
_chief of Whittlesey House. An ad- 
' Visory committee of distinguished 
British and American scholars will 
assist the editorial board. Purchase 
price, the amount of the gift and 
| the funds advanced by the publish- 
ing firm were all undisclosed. 

Included in the projected series 
will be all the material privately 
printed by Col. Isham in a set 
limited to 570 copies and sold at 
$900, which represents only a frac- 
tion of what is now available. The 
first announcement of actual pub- 
lication will be made early this fall. 
McGraw-Hill has also acquired 
from Yale all rights of publication, 
and has arranged with William 
Heinemann, Ltd., of London, to is- 
sue the volumes in England. 


CHATTER 

Yarn on circus clowns, “It’s Hard 
Work to Make You Laugh,” penned 
by Cy La Tour, will be featured in 
the August issue of the Rotarian. 
Rotary International’s official mag. 
Movietonews comic Lew Lehr 
invades the gastronomic field with 


his new tome, “Lew Lehr’s Cook 
Book for Men.” Didier is publish- 
ing. 

Joey Adams, who previously 
authored ‘From Gags to Riches,” 
turns novelist in “The Curtain 


Falls” which Frederick Fell, 
is bringing out next October. 

The 20th anniversary of impre- 
sarlo Serge Diaghileff’s death is 
commemorated in Dance News for 
August with a three-page spread, 
including articles by Anton Dolin. 
George Balanchine, Anatole Chujoy 
and Lincoln Kirstein. _ 

Nancy Wilson Ross, whose “The 
Left Hand is a Dreamer” was a 
good seller for Sloane, will have 
her new novel, “I, My Ancestor,” 
published by Random House. Her 
husband, Stanley Young, is a play- 
wright and a director of Farrar 
Straus. 


Inc. 


“Morning Faces,” a collection of 
John Mason Brown’s pieces from 
the Saturday Review of Literature 
on his experiences with his sons. 
will be a Whittlesey House publica- 
tion Sept. 7. Book will also in- 
clude two previously unpublished 
essays and will be illustrated by 
Susannes Suba. 

Bill Ornstein, of Metro, has three 
new stories coming up, the first, 
“Francis,” in the July-August issue 
of Wildfire magazine, to be fol- 
lowed by “Happiness on a Hanger” 
issue of Seydell 
published in English 

and “Of Time and 
Place” in the October American 
Courier. 

G. William Gahagan of Woodside, 
Calif., formerly associated with the 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. and 
the McCann-Erickson advertising 
agency, is one of nine new ‘profes- 
sors who will join we faculty of 
Dartmouth College in Hanover, 
N. H., Sept. 21. Gahagan, will be 
one of the instructors in Dart- 
mouth’s “Great Issues” course. 

Dorothy Williams, retiring presi- 
dent of the Women’s National 
Press Club in Washington, has re- 
signed as member of the United 
| Press bureau in the capital to ac- 
'company Mrs. Perle Mesta, town’s 
'famed hostess, when latter as- 
|sumes her new role of U. S. Am- 
bassador to Luxembourg. Miss 
Williams will handle press chores 
at the Embassy. 


Quarterly, 











Video’s Stars 


| Fischer flying over a cast of top 
|European performers for 
| broadcast; “Papa Romani,” a dra- 
matic series featuring Carlos D’An- 
'gelo; situation comedies starring 
| Edward Everett Horton and Joe E. 
, Brown (latter would also do an AM 
| daytimer); vehicles for 
Brice and Cab Calloway; “Pibby 
Houlihan,” with Arthur Shields 
playing an Irish janitor: a Kate 
Smith vaudeo; ‘“1snat Wonderful 
Guy,” a comedy-drama; ‘“Some- 
body Knows,” a mysterioso; “Li’l 
Abner,” based on the cartoon strip: 
and “Jury Room,” a Phil Berle 
courtroom package. 

Beside these Barry has a number 
of offerings already set for the °49- 
D0 season: “Conflict,” starring 
Boris Karloff; “Phosocrime,” based 
on te Look mag feature; and “In- 
side Hollywood,” a Photoplay mag 
series with Wendy Barrie 

Advantage of the kine audition 
over the sustaining tryout, Barry 
declares, is that it reduces amount 
of coin risked if a format doesn’t 
jell. “Li'l Abner,” for example, 
will use live actors to portray the 
comic strip characters, and the 
idea, the web topper admits, will 
either hit Pike’s Peak or _ bust. 
Kinescoping will cut possible em- 
barrassment to talent if the show 
doesn’t pan out. 

Net is packaging the Horton and 
Brown shows and is co-owner of 
“Abner,” with indie producers 
handling the other stanzas. If 
ABC-TV airs a series as a SuUSs- 
tainer, web is cut in for a slice of 
the package, but if it aired 
a commercial, the entire nut goes 
to the packager. 
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mediately after one performance 
and setting up the next day’s show. 
Program is normally changed 
daily, so that the entire repertory 
is played each week. Since some 
productions involve several set- 
tings, including very heavy pieces, 
shifting job is not easy. 

Theatre building itself looks, 
from outside, like modernized fac- 
tory; and, on inside, like chromium- 
plated film house left over trom 
early 1930’s. 

U. S. Contributions 

Funds for the building, which 
cost $1,000,000 to construct, were 
gathered by public subscription— 


contributions from U. S. totaling 
more than half ($625,000). John 
D. Rockefeller was largest single 


donor, with gift of one-half million. 
Investment has turned out okay in 
more ways than one. In addition 
‘to theatre’s general prestige and 
specific artistic accomplishments 
/over the years, the normal surplus 
'on average season has been any- 
where from $40,000 to $50,000; 
only two seasons that landed the- 
atre in red were the first two war 
years, 1939 and 1940. Present sur- 
plus, as noted in July 15 balance 
sheet covering up to March of this 


year, appear’s sizeable: including, as | 


a sample, some $80,000 in cash and 
more than $200,000 in various in- 
vestments. This year's. profits 
should add another chunk of cash 
to the kitty. 

Contrary to general idea, the 
Festival is not the only activity of 
the Memorial Theatre; in fact, 
takes up only half the year or less. 
Rest of time, theatre is rented to 
London productions in tryout stage 
or touring, or kept bus, with such 
'non-Shakespearean projects as an- 
nual Christmas show for children. 

At conclusion of this year’s 
Festival Oct. 1, a somewhat ab- 
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came on the scene later than the 
other chains and therefore’ has 
three ways of solving its problems, 
Barry said: (1) sit back and wait 
until the other fellows sell out 
their good time and advertisers 
come to ABC-TV for prime 
periods; (2) build its own shows 
and sustain them until enough cir- 
culation has been amassed _ for 
sponsors to shell out; (3) buying a 
number of choice properties of all 
kinds and for a variety of budgets, 
with rights for at least five years, 
keeping them in the film transcrip- 
tion stage until a backer is signed. 
Third alternative is key to Barry’s 
“backlog” policy. 

Until the new packages are 
bought, the web will fill gaps in 
its sked with more modestly 
budgeted sustainers. Barry's feel- 
ing is that this won't hurt ratings 
and when “we get the good shows 
on the air we’ll get the audiences.” 

Among the packages Barry is 
| prepping are: ‘Easy Come, Easy 
Go,” a talent show with Fred Rob- 
“Continental Re- 
Clifford 


| bins as emcee; 


i vue,” with impressario 


/breviated company and crew are 
off to Australia for a 14-week tour, 
playing three of the current six 


productions (probably “Much 
Ado.” “Macbeth” and “Henry 
VIII’). Originally, the company 


had planned its first American visit 
this fall. and negotiations had been 
progressing with the Theatre 
Guild and later with Theatre, Inc. 
At a late date, plans fell through. 

For next season, no definite ar- 
rangement has been set. except a 
promise of John Gielgud and 
Peggy Ashcroft to appear together 
in play not vet selected. There are 
also hopes on part of the theatre 
management that in the not too 
distant future another building, 
more Elizabethan in appearance 
and facilities, can be added, leav- 
ing the present structure to house 
a repertory of more modern plays. 
But. at the moment, that’s just 
wishful thinking. The reality is 
still Shakespeare and more 
Shakespeare. And good, bad, 91 
indifferent—in which latter cate- 
gory most of this season's offerings 
seem to fall—it’s still SRO. If 
vou can get up early enough in 
the morning to get it. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+s By Frank Scully ++4 


Cape Hornblow, Aug. 1. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., ‘is looking for a finish for “The Hornblow 
Story.” He sort of feels that from being clinked for his part in the 
Broadway production of “The Captive” long, long ago, to being knighted 
today by the Knights of Columbus Avenue, or something, for his work 
on “Quo Vadis,” would be a nice way to round out a career. 

The Hornblow Story othérwise is going well. On “Quo Vadis,” for 
instance, he’s got more publicity so far than most producers get for a 
whole year’s released product. It reminds him of the first year of the 
Goldwyn-Lasky productions, when they got an award for the best pic- 
ture of the year and hadn't made a picture yet, while Harry Reichen- 
bach kept asking the world. “Can they keep it up?” 








But Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is sure that Loew’s International will 
finally get around to making “Quo Vadis” in Rome next spring. This 
will give people plenty of time to read the book. “Quo Vadis,” inci- 


dentally, heads the Hornblow list of books people are ashamed to admit 
they haven't read, but I'll be a Sienkiewicz if I'll admit that sort. 

Most people, he says, believe “Quo Vadis” about a chariot race, 
somehow confusing it with “Ben-Hur,” “Intolerance” and everything 
back of “The Covered Wagon Some think the title derives from an 
old Roman traffic centurion flagging one of the wildest charioteers 
with, “Where do you think you're goin’, bud?” 

In fact the Hollywood droopearsons say some indie sharpshooters are 
already working on a sequel entitled, “‘Detrahe ad latus viae, frater!”, 
which quite literally translates, “Pull over to the side of the road, 
brother!” 

Actually, ‘Quo Vadis” dealt with traffic in Christians and the liquida- 
tion of same by throwing them to the lions in Roman arenas. But in 
order not to disappoint those who think “Quo Vadis” is a horse of 
another color the producer has added a chariot race, and Gregory Peck 
will probably drive one of the chariots or get dragged behind one, or 
something, in order to point up the conflict between Christianity and 
paganism. And if Peck survives that Gregorian chant he ultimately 
will be thrown to the lions in the Roman coliseum. If this doesn't 
prove gory enough in Technicolor, the junior branch of Loew’s Inte! 
national can always reshoot sadistic scenes like this in the Los Angeles 
coliseum, and use Leo, the MGM lion, to tear the remaining martyrs to 
pieces. So, like “Ben-Hur,” “Trader Horn,” “Eskimo,” “White Shadows 
In the South Seas” and other epics Of far-away places with strange 
sounding names, the bald spots on the landscape can always be cov- 
ered with Hollywood toupees. 

“The Hornblow Story,” meanwhile, remains in status quo vadis. 
Arthur, Jr., is not worried about the delay because there is little danger 
of other Hornblows jumping the gun. In fact as far as he knows his 
family is the only Hornblow in America. When his father was running 
Theatre Magazine and wrote “Mr. Hornblow Goes To the Play,” he 
didn't have to warn the peasants against imitators because there were 
no other Hornblows who could make that statement. 

Trader Hornblow Tells All 

It’s a strange name, Hornblow concedes, but one so perfectly suited 
to show business that many suspect it was coined, like Goldwyn, Jolson 
or Sliding Billy Watson. 

Actually the name does not derive from Arthur blowing his own horn 
at all, but there is an old legend that in England one of his ancestors 
(actually named Horn) was a member of Shakespeare's original com 
pany that hung around the Mermaid Tavern after performances at the 
Globe. One night the beaker boys were quaffing quite late and began 
begging Horn to stay for just one more round. But Horn had his own 
mind about the art of drinking. “I don't know about the rest of you,” 
he said, “‘but Horn blows at midnight.” 

After that they all called him “‘Hornblow,” so as to distinguish him 
from another Horn who was a swoggler. In fact, the name became so 
identified with Arthur's family that when Jack Benny decided to star in 
“The Horn Blows At Midnight” he had to get not only Arthur's per- 
mission, but his father’s. 

Arthur, Jr., was a classmate of George E. Sokolsky, who still blows 
a mighty loud horn. M. Lincoln Schuster was in this class, too. This 
was at De Witt Clinton highschool, then on West 59th street, New York. 
Sok was an anarchist agitator then and just as plausible as he is now, 
when he has become a capitalist agitator. 

After surviving the hot blasts which used to come down from the 
High School of Commerce and Hell’s Kitchen, Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
was deported to Dartmouth, where Walter Wanger was trying to get a 
cultural word in edgewise, too. Then Junior joined his father on “The- 
atre,” hoping his father one day would head his department, ‘Mr. 
Hornblow Was Too Tired To Go To the Play and Sent His Son.” 

Caught With “The Captive” 

But before that happened he found himself a job in the Charles 
Frohman company with orders to get something for the Empire theatre, 
a refined old piece of velour which hadn't been out of the black since 
it went into mourning for Queen Victoria. He got “The Captive,” a 
refined presentation of a subject then taboo in refined circles but by 
now as well aired as the Atlantic City boardwalk. For Americanizing 
the French play about unilateral love Hornblow got a percentage of 
the rights. 

When the cops got around to catching what Hornblow, the Frohmans 
and Millers were pitching, they called it a four-bell production and gave 
everybody a ride to the Tombs in pie wagons. All started screaming 
for Max Steuer. 

Steuer got a settlement out of court. If the producers would change 
the name to “Old Homo Week” and take a chance on being raided with- 
out notice, the play couid go on indefinitely. To Frohman, Miller, et al., 
“indefinitely” might mean one night, so they threw all the rights into 
the lap of Arthur-Hornblow, Jr., and said, “It’s all yours, Junior.” 

All this excited the admiration and envy of Sam Goldwyn, the winner 
of that trophy for not making a picture for a whole year. So he hired 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., as his supervisor. 

This went on for seven years and then one nippy November morning 
Mr. Goldwyn woke up only to find he had no horn to blow in. Then a 
few mornings later, while the frost was still on the pumpkin, he read 
where Arthur Hornblow, Jr., had become a producer over at Paramount 

He was attracted to Par by the possibility of producing “The Pursuit 
of Happiness,” a title that naturally would appeal to anybody after 
seven years under Sam. Francis Lederer was the star. 

They were having trouble with the script, and J. P. McEvoy was 
called in to help. I remember | suggested there might be more box- 
office in the thing if the title were changed to “The Scarlet Lederer.” 

This was *efore air conditioning, but the resulting coolness lost me 
three friends in as many minutes. -In fact, after making this suggestion 
I didn’t see the producer again until the other day, and even then the 
meeting had to be arranged on neutral territory. Many people still 
believe I’m barred from the Par lot, though Hornblow, McEvoy and 
Lederer left there ages ago 

Hornblow blew, in fact, in 1942. We were at war, and there was a 
shortage of man power. Metro didn’t know where to turn to find some- 
body to handle Hedy Lamar in “Heavenly Body.” Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
offered to make the sacrifice. A real Spartan. 

Since then he has produced “Cass Timberlane,” “The Hucksters.”’ 
“Weekend at the Waldorf,’ “Conspirator’ for MGM and, coming up, 
“Quo Vadis.” 

If you still don’t know what “Quo Vadis” is all about, 
Maurin, the peasant poet of The Catholic Worker, tell you: 

“The world would be better off if people tried to become better 
“And people would become better if they stopped trying to be better 
off.” 

Or would you rather read about chariot races? 
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lhe Centra, staying east for radio- 
| television commitments. 

| Playwright Robert E. Sherwood 
was awarded a Bancroft Prize for 
“distinguished writings in Ameri- 
can history” by Columbia U. 
Award was for Sherwood’s ‘‘Roose- 
velt and Hopkins,” which also won 
the 1949 Pulitzer history prize. 

H. Allen Smith’s opinion of 
Hollywood is best summed up by | 
the Squire of Mt. Kisco’s observa- | 
tion that ‘‘Westchester looks good | 
to me after three weeks of Double | 
Dubuque.” Humorist going into a 
trance with his typewriter for the 
next 8-10 months on writing assign- | 
ments. 

Grossinger’s, best known of the | 
Catskill Mt. resorts, has had a se- 
ries of festivities to mark the 35th | 
anni, and among those participat- | 
ing have been John Garfield, Jan 


Broadway 


Moe Gale to the Coast on busi- 
ness and a holiday. 

John Wildberg to Europe Satur- 
day (30) on the De Grasse. 

Jack Bertell to Saratoga for 
Hildegarde’s Piping Rock preem. 

Charles Einfeld flies to Cape Cod 
for weekends at his brother-in- 
law’s cottage. 

Louise (Mrs. Bugs) Baer resting 
at the New York Hospital after 
having been taken ill Friday (29) 
night. 

Dick Weaver doing special ex- 
ploitation in N. Y. on UA’s “John- 
ny One-Eye” during its current 
filming here. 

Kurt Unkelback has taken leave 
oi absence from his post of public- 





ity director of the Hotel New Peerce, Robert Merrill, Pearl 
Yorker, N. Y. Bailey, Sid Caesar, cartoonist Ham 
Jonas Arnold tapped by Eagle Fisher and Robert M. Weitman, 


Lion to succeed Harold Danson as Managing director of the Broadway 
ad manager. Danson has resigned; Paramount theatre. 


Arnold formerly Danson’s aide. a 
Westport, Conn. 


Metro foreign exec Seymour 
Mayer married Mary Magee, of | 
Scarsdale, N. Y. Bride is the sister | By Humphrey Doulens 
Mitzi Hajos visiting here. Ditto 
Lizbeth Scott. 


of Mrs. Walter (June) Winchell. 
Georgia Gibbs, who ended a one- 

Brock and Margaret Pemberton 

here for rest of the summer. 


week engagement Friday night 
(29) at the casino in Monte Carlo, 
due back Aug. 26 from Europe. Lawrence Langner may extend 

Constance Gordon, daughter of ,Country Playhouse season’ two 
theatrical booker Jack Gordon, di- | weeks. 
recting the arts and crafts classes Raymond Massey moved into the 
at the Ross Country Club, Monroe, Wilton house acquired from Law- 
ee rence Tibbett. 

Edith Behrens now editing pub- 


N 
lications of National Federation of 
Music Clubs. 5 
Anita Loos here huddling with 
John C. Wilson on forthcoming mu- 
sical “‘“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
Frederick C. Schang, president 
of Columbia Artists’ Mgt., and Mrs. 
Schang sailed for Paris (30) on the 
| Ile de France. 
Charlotte Frances has arrived 
here from England to work on 
|seript of her “Western Wind” 
| which Cornell Wilde will try out 


Perry Lieber, RKO’s studio pub- 
licity head, in town for h.o. confabs 
on new RKO films. Ditto Al Hor- 
wits, studio publicity chief for Uni- 
versal. 

Buddy deSylva reported in»good 
shape on the Coast and still work- 
ing on the Theda Bara biopic idea 
although not as intensively as was 
his wont. 

No. 1 Fifth Avenue’s gimmicks 
to hyvo biz include “Door Prize” 
ana “Balloon” nights. In addition, 
the nitery also shows silent pix on 
Sunday nights. | here late this month. 

Mayor William O’Dwyer acting | Fania Marinoff, Carl Van Vech- 
as installation official at the annual ten, James Melton, Theresa Hel- 
installation of officers of the Inde-| burn, Walter Hampden, John C. 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn.,| Wilson at opening of “A Month in 
Aug. 11, Hotel Astor. | the Country” at the Playhouse (1). 

Henry Stevens of “South Pa-| Saaaeannatpas 
cific’ and Rusty Lane of ‘Mister | R 
Roberts” doubling into Benedict | ome 
tog ad “Johnny One-Eye,” | By Helen McGill Tubbs 
rently location shooting here. Columnist Earl Wilson at the Ex- 


- oe V. Cohen, Pittsburgh celsior 

ost-Gazette columnist and oe 

Variery muse Sean. hath: dean wae Feldman here from Hol- 
ape Cod vacation looking smokier : : 

than his native Smoky City. Pg mg Dorothy Di Fraseo left 


Vera-Ellen, who co-stars in UA’s | : 
“Love Happy,” p.a..d Monday (1) | Pn we a wite due 
at Fabian’s St. George and Palace| Mr. and Mes ‘Richard Di 
theatres, Staten Island, to help the | Rome for a few da - ‘a - 
loop celebrate its 35th anniversary.| Fjaine She cama laned 

Rita Rubin, until recently with Geneva on a ae A somo 
Motion Picture Assn. of America,| Clifton Webb has left Ri f 
has joined Screen Associates, com-| g few days’ vacation in y Pro a nag al 
mercial shorts and TV filmmakers,| Merle Oberon is quietly visiting 


as aide i hd oe ‘ 
eed to producer Morrie Reiz- | friends in the country near Venice. 


. | Monte Banks here f Capri 
Inaugural dinner of the N. Y. | A ; : aed to 
Variety Club (Tent No. 35) at the | —” Fields is expected in a few 
otel Astor Oct. 27 will include a| “{A’s Geor : 
0 ge and Gwynn Pick- 
rogram journal, proceeds to the ford Ornstein are in Fiessaee this 
ill Rogers Hospital at Saranac w 


Lake. = * fet 
Aileen Brenon on leave of ab-. erican Negro pianist, Charlie 


sence from Selznick to handle | Beale, engaged at the Club Tragard 


om | 'in_ Capri. 

press on “Guilty Bystander,” to be | Film editor L i 

, ou Lindsay b 

roduced in New York by Laurel to Rome from Moroccan iocation a8 
ilms in association with Edmund 

L. Dorfmann. 


| “Othello.” ; 
Equitable Life has a paid-up | st Rene Clair at the Hassler prior to 
policy on Lawrence Wilbur, for- 


arting work directing a film being 
merly of the Castle Square Opera 


i" _ Naples. 

, Markeys (M Loy) 
Co. (Henry W. Savage), and is seek- | oe y yrna Loy 
ing his whereabouts. He would be are in Austria, but expect to return 
over 70 if living. 


to Rome next month. 

_Ted Strong, Celebrities Service . 
vice-prexy, seils on Queen Eliza- Lisbon 
beth tomorrow (Thurs.) to 0.0. the 
company’s London offffice. He'll By Lewis Garyo 
return in October after a vacation 
on the Continent. 

Jewish Theatrical Guild’s me- 
morial service for Sam H.. Harris, 
legit producer, in its chapel in the produce a show here. 
Palace theatre building tonight | 
(Wed.) at 6 p.m. Rabbi Abraham from the States where he sold 
Burstein officiating. some of his Portuguese songs. 

After guesting at the Howard; Piero Bernardon will present a 
Cullmans’ Westchester house (dur-| Summer revue at Teatro Varie- 
ing their European vacation) for dades starring Irene Isidro, An- 
the entire month of July, the Ben-| tonio Silva, Alfredo Ruas and 
nett Cerfs are now Augusting at Joao Villaret. 

Cape Cod with the Quentin Reyn- _ Muraro, Argentine pianist, back 
olds. ‘in Lisbon after a six-months’ tour 

Air France came to the rescue in Spain, gave a recital at the 
of Ray Morgan's Sam _ Pierce Politeama theatre before leaving 
(“This Is Paris’-MBS) by planing, for Brazil. 
over some insulin capsules to Can-| Lilly Moreno, Brazilian song- 
nes where Pierce is producing the stress, made her bow at a new 
Maurice Chevalier series. Pierce | revue at the Maria Vitoria theatre 
urgently needed the capsules for first house to reopen for the sum- 
somebody on the Riviera. mer season. Joao Perry, leading 

Walter Lowenthal joined Trans-' legit actor, costarred in the same 


in 


in 





| all summer far renovations. 
| Beatriz Costa, a prewar revue 
Star, back from Brazil. Intends to 


for | 


Evenida theatre will be closed | 


Composer Frederico Valerio back 


London 


The Val Parnells to Juan Les 
Pins for a month's holiday. 

Honor Blackman off to Switzer- 
land to recuperate after recent 
surgery. 

Sid Field taking a vacation from 
the starring role in “Harvey” end 


|of Aug 


ugust. 

Emile Littler back from five days 
in Deauville for combined biz and 
pleasure jaunt. 

Clifford Fischer here for one 
night, them off to Paris for week, 


Hammerstein YW, Mr. and Mrs. 


| 


George Kaufman, Theron and 
Phyllis Bamberger, Jinx Falken- 
burg and Shirley Booth guest- 
appeared. Henry Jones, of straw- 
hat acting contingent, featured in 
Par release. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 


The Charles Millers to Rome. 
Sylvie St. Clair off to the Riviera. 





after which he returns to London. | 


British Broadcasting Corp. on 
look out for big West End theatre 


and eyeing Covent Garden Opera) 


House. 

The Harry 
weeks’ vacation to 
France, covering 
Carlo, etc. 

Hermione Baddeley leaving for 
eight weeks’ vacation at Capri for 
“The Terrorist,” Merle Oberon’s 
latest starrer. 

Alfred S. Kahn o0.0.’ing 


Fosters on three 
the south of 
Cannes,@Monte 


show 


business here for the next couple | 


of months and planning return to 
New York in September. 


|can currently appearing in 
| homa!” at Drury Lane theatre. 
| Bob Barnett, who recently ac- 
quired Snow’s Chop House, has 
|sold it to Younger’s, wellknown 
| brewers, at a profit of $140,000. 
| Valerie Hobson planning her 
| first vacation in seven years as 
soon as she finishes her part in the 
film, “The Rocking-Horse Winner.” 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., off to 
| Paris, Athens and Rome and plans 
to join “The State Secret” unit at 
Trento, Italy, in time to start shoot- 


|ing Aug. 8. 
| Having completed his writing 
chore on “Treasure Island,” Law- 


_Tence E. Watkin is staying over to 
script Walt Disney’s Irish fantasy, 
| “The Little People.” 

Val Parnell dickering for Count 
|Le Roy, current hit in Morton 
| Waise’s “Skating Vanities” at 
| Wembley, for London Palladium 
| and Moss Empires tour. 

Peter Graves quitting cast of 
“Private Lives,” now on the road 
with Margaret Lockwood, because 
of U. S. commitments with Ger- 
trude Lawrence at Cape Cod sum- 
mer theatre. 

Tom Arnold and Emile Littler 
have booked Vic Oliver for a new 
show at London Casino, which will 
| be a new edition of 
| ter,” to be staged next April after 
| the pantomime season. 





Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 


Alfred McCosker, retired MBS 
prexy, building a home here. 


Bernard supporting. 
Nunnally Johnsons 


winds at the Saxony. 


the year ’round spot. 


visitors escaping the 
heat wave.” 
| result. 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” 
here last fall, preeming in three 
Wometco theatres (sans mid-season 
| fanfare) this week. 
| Gambling clamp still on. 





New 
pointed by town’s “reform council- 
/men” and no easeup in sight. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


\ By Sol Jacobson 


Francis Robinson of Met Opera, 


| Staff in for weekend. 


Arlene Francis, Martin Gabel 
'and Herman Levin visiting Moss 
Harts. Ditto Max Gordon at George 
| Kaufman’s. 


Lambertville Musie Circus, 
| Washington Fri. (22) to guest-con- 
‘duct National Symph for night. 

Mary 


Empire theatre, down to visit | 
spouse, Paul, guest directing | 
Walter Slezak in “Laburnum | 
Grove” at New Hope. 


Walter Slezak commuting from | 


Ottsville farm, ditto Sara Seeger 
from her Newtown home, for 
|““Laburnum Grove” this stanza at 
| Playhouse. 


Lambertville, N. J. planning cen- | 


tennial celebration Aug. 24-28 to 
mark 100th year as incorporated 
town. Gov. Driscoll lined up, ditto 
Paul Whiteman, a nearby resident. 


Lou Wilson, Prince Littler’s aide, | 
engaged to Fern Whitney, Ameri- | 
“Okla- | 


“Latin Quar- | 


Negulescos taking in the trade-| including 


Hotels here filled with stateside | 
“northern | 
Town booming as a) 


filmed | 


police chief has finally been ap-' 


Bob Zeller, musical director of actress, 


Porter, acting manager of | 


Eugene Van Dee back from Italy. 
The Leonard Biscoes due back in 
Paris from Riviera. 


Clifford L. Fischer back from 
trip with Mitty Goldin. 
John McCarthy’ back after 


Copenhagen week’s stay. 


Lucette Caron back from Riviera | 


for the fashion openings. 
Alex Stein holding a Columbia 
territorial sales convention. 
Irene Hilda back from Montreal 
_and off to Belgium on a radio as- 
i nent. 
“lke Ringling North to Scandi- 
navia and Germany for 0.0. of pos- 
sible talent. 


Honolulu 


| By Mabel Thomas 

Herman Rosen, of Royal Thea- 
tres, was here for two weeks. 

Dick Haymes and wife here for 
a three-week vacation at the Royal. 

The Ralph Fitkins, owners of 
local KHON, to New York for two 
months. 

Consolidated Amusement Co. 
opening elaborate drive-in theatre, 
first in Hawaii. Kenneth Means is 
manager. 

James Stewart and bride will be 
at the Royal for a month, honey- 
mooning. 

Russell Collins will be featured 
in production of ‘Father Damien. 
Production designer Tambi Larsen 
arrived from Hollywood last week. 

Robert Morley, with his mother- 
in-law, Gladys Cooper, wife and 
children, resting here for three 
'weeks before Clippering on to 
Australia. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 








Pic biz generally slack with “Fd- | 
ward, My Son” (M-G) only film to |, 


| be held over in recent weeks. 

F. Schuurman arrived from Hol- 
land to take up appointment as 
conductor of Johannesburg Muni- 
| cipal Orchestra. 
|! Broadcasting 
| celebrated its 21st anniversary last 
|month. First broadcast was from 
| Johannesburg July 1, 1924. 

Mrs. Maria Lee, 


| Metro to release seven London 


and Jean Film productions in South Africa, | 
| Winslow Boy,” 


“The 
/ “Bonnie Prince Charlie” and “The 


Barry Gray airer switched to Fallen Idol.” 
Kitty Davis’ with biz hopping in| 


Chicago 
Signe Hasso in town for Chevy 
Chase production of “Love From A 
Stranger.” 
George Jessel, opening at Orien- 


tal Theatre, Aug. 4, feted at a’ 


|luncheon given in his honor by 
Ernie Byfield. 

Fiack Tom Fizdale returning to 
Chi from Coast to join wife, Pat 
| Stevens, in promoting her charm 
|school and model agency. 
| Virginia’ Mayo and~ Michael 
| O'Shea, film players, hosted colum- 
|nists at Pump Room, Ambassador 
| Hotel, the 
Coast. 

Opening of Harold Lloyd’s film, 
“Movie Crazy” at Garrick theatre, 
Friday (29) hosted 100 children 
from Illinois Assn. for the 
Crippled. 
| Glen Ford, pic actor and Valli, 
stopped over last week, on 


before heading for 


to way to N. Y. and European junket | 


for filming of “White Tower” in 


| Switzerland. 
Dallas 


| By Henry Senber 





April 28-30. 
Conley Lovelace new director of 
Variety Club Boys’ Ranch. 


appearance here 


“Bitter Sweet.” 
Vaudeville returns to Dallas for 


in Starlight’s 


first time in 17 years with opening 


bill at Majestic Aug. 18. 

Vivienne Segal and Georgie 
Tapps here for Starlight’s ‘Pal 
Joey,” 
tre. 

_ William R. Katzell in town talk- 
ing about bringing “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” “Lend an Ear” and “Great 


film, Inc., on both television and revue, which also has comic Bill Taylor is program director of 

feature films. Prior to joining’ Eugenio Salvador and _ Santos SPecial event. 

Transfilm, Lowenthal was director , Carvalho. | George Kelly's niece, Grace, | 

and assistant production manager| Agent Dubini has booked ™ade pro debut last week at Play- 

for RKO Pathe. He entered the Capella and Patricia (American),| )ouse in her uncle’s “The Torch- 

film business in 1938 under guid- dancers; Glen Pope (American). | Bearers.’”” Dad is John B. Kelly, 

ance of Louis de Rochemont. |magician; Lily Bartel (Belgian) Philly Democratic bigwig. Late 

Paul Stewart planed to the Coast | acrobatic dancer; Ballet Blue-| Sidney Howard's niece, Jennifer,, Waltz” here this fall. 

last week for a featured part in| bell’s Follies (English), and a/ also in same Qbill. 


Paramount’s “Postal Inspector,” | Cuban orchestra, Los Gansos Can- 
with Alan Ladd and Phyllis Cal-|tores, for the floor show at the 
vert. His wife, actress-singer Peg Estoril Casino. 


| Berneice Kazounov, New York 


| Justin Herman last week shot concert impresario, entering Dallas 


'two reeler at Bucks County Play- 
house. Paul Whiteman, 


field with three bookings an- 


Oscar | nounced for coming season. 


in South Africa | 


caretaker of | 
| Pagel’s Circus training farm, died | 

DeCastro Sisters head new show | after mauling by tame lion. She | 
at Five O'Clock Club with Freddie | Was Sister of owner Mrs. Pagel. 


Metropolitan Opera to play here 


Ilona Massey back to Coast after | 


first time in summer thea- | 


Hollywood 


Al Hall vacationing at La Jolla, 
James Barton in from N 
film chores. » Y. for 
Judy Canova returned f 
eastern tour. —_ 
Scotty Brown to Chicago f 
16m distributors’ ebieentaa ™ 
Arthur Sheekmans celeb 
their 15th wedding anniversary" 
. Tom Drake easting for a Straw 
t tour, starting: i , " 
a i ur, starting’ in Fayetteville, 
Max Youngstein in from N. Y 
for Paramount publicity confer: 





ences. 
| Dan Duryea to Vancouver for 
the preem of “Johnny Stoo} 
Pigeon.” 

Ann Sheridan hospitalized in 
Santa Monica for her annyaj 
, checkup. 


Robert Mochrie in town with a 
home-office delegation for RKO 
_sales confabs. 


Ed.Don George in from Buffalo 
to round up rodeo and other acts 
for his arena. 


Ronny Lubin shifted from Par. 
; mount to the Nat Goldstine-George 
Willney agency. 

| Jane Cowl to La Jolla to appear 


in “Art and Mrs. Bottle” with 
strawhat troupe. 

June Haver awarded a silver 
Oscar by the National Assn, of 


Dance and Affiliated Artists, 

Charles P. Skouras will receive 
the 1949 Golden Bear award at the 
California State Fair, Sept. 8. 

Susan Haywood will take a cross- 
country tour when she washes up 
her current chore in “My Foolish 
Heart.” 

Adolph Zukor in from N. Y. for 
huddles with Cecil B. DeMille on 
releasing campaign for “Samson 
and Delilah.” 

Gloria McLean and Jimmy Stew- 
art have announced Aug. 6 as their 
wedding day at the Brentwood 
Presbyterian Church. 

Cecil B. DeMille to Chicago to 
start a three-week tour with the 
| Ringling circus, gathering back- 
|ground for “The Greatest Show 
'on Earth.” 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
Richard Ney at the Martinez. 
| Louis Jourdans back from a 
four-day weekend at St. Tropez. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Addams at 
the Carlton. 

Lou Walters eyeing the Riviera 
attractions. 

Leslie Charteris and wife at St. 
Jean Cap Ferrat. 
| Clifton Webb guest of honor at 
another Elsa Maxwell soiree. 

Richard Dix wandering alone 
and a little lost through the Carl- 
ton lobby. 

Pierre Blanchar and his actress- 
daughter Dominique at St. Jean 
Cap Ferrat. 

Earl Wilson off to Switzerland, 
the only tourist to leave Cannes 
without a sun-tan. 

Norma Shearer and_ husband, 
Marty Arrouge, installed for a six- 
week stay at Hotel du Cap. ; 
| Errol Flynn back from Italy in 
his old suite at Hotel du Cap. John 
| Perona also at Cap d’Antibes. 

_ Borrah Minevitch and his Har- 
monica Rascals readying for ther 
Hollywood opening at Juan-Les- 
Pins. ; 

Eddie Gruskin down from Paris 
to talk to Eddie Cantor about doing 
,an hour long show for the Marshall 

Plan radio series. 

Eddie Cantor in Cannes for 10 
days from Paris. His guest spot on 
Chevalier radio show broke up the 

audience when he did uncanny 
‘imitation of the the French singe?. 


| Lima, Peru 


| By Bart McDowell 


| Bolivar Colosseum brought N. Y. 
_Circus here July 28. ; , 
German pianist Walter Gieseking 
to play here shortly on new Sout 
| American tour. 

| Off-season bullfights for appren 
| ties torreros cutting into Sunday 


afternoon pix receipts. ; t 
Mexico’s Paco Miller opening 2 
'Teatro Segura in Mexican revue 
with Raul Iriarte’s orchestra. |. 
Westrex’s Ulda B. Ross, handling 
Western Electric film distribution, 
| through Lima on way to Santiago. 
Peru’s National Comedy © 
‘starting winter season here Aus: 
19 with Alejandro Casona’s “Ship 
Without Fisherman.” e 
Independent publishing hoe. 
‘mulling ideas for Peruvian fa 
magazine; U. S. fan mags price 
out of range by scarce dollars. . g 
Lima’s concert season followin 
French pianist Paul Loyonnet W! r 
‘Jan Tomassow, from Washingto 


Symphony, and Luis Galve, Spal? 

Revival ‘of 20th’s “Under Two 
| Flags” doing big business at win 
‘tro City Hall. RKO’s “The a 
dow” getting big ad-play Wh 
“Arrive early; don't tell how 
ends.” 


A A 
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VARIETY 


of Boston and had been in show 
business for many years. 















ee 

| MARRIAGES | 
Gail Russell to Guy Madison, 
Mrs. Margaret Blaine Damrosch, | 52%ta Barbara, July 31. Both are 

| 82, wife of Walter Damrosch, noted | Screen players. 
| orchestral conductor, died at Bar| Muriel Allan to Robert Casey, 
: | Harbor, Me., July 27. In addi- | Jr., New York, July 31. Bride is 
GEORGE MORAN | MRS. LINDA GRIFFITH _|/tion to husband, she leaves three | nitery dancer recently at the Copa- 

Moran, 67, vet performer,|, Mrs. Linda Arvidson Griffith, daughters and a sister. cabana, N. Y. 
George 0 than a quarter of a| former actress and first wife of the | . |_ Mimi Benzell to Walter Gould, 
who for moed the risibilities of | late David Wark Griffith, film pro-| | Mrs. James B. (Bessie Isabel) Derby, Conn., July 29. Bride is 
century tickle ducer, died in New York, July 26, Allen, founder and owner-operator | 


‘Variety’ vs. SWG 


| 
t 









~~ Continued from page 1 = 








suit dismissed for failure to state 
a definite cause of action. 

Edward C. Raftery, counsel for 
VARIETY, answered briefly the 
lengthy arguments of Morris Cohn, 





operatic and concert singer; he’s a 











nd musicomedy audiences 
— blackface act of Moran and 


| After her divorce from the produ- 


(of the Icelandia arena, Toronto, 





‘concert manager and brother of 


‘ed in Oakland, Cal., Mon- er in 1936, she had done film criti- | died there July 29. Survived by Morton Gould, conductor-com- /#Wyer for the SWG, and Judge 
Mack, - » daze after suffering a|cism for several magazines and husband, | poser. Hall ruled in favor of the N. Y. 
day Oe partner, Charles Mack, | also authored “When Movies Were | | Mildred June Chernoff to Irving lawyer (of O'Brien, Driscoll, Raf- 
stroke. | din an auto collision in| Young,” telling of the early work) Frederick O. Hutchinson, 65, re- Goldstein, New York. July 29. tery & Lawler, regular counsel to 
was kille of her husband. tired superintendent of the Para- Bride is with WSA, Huntington. Se ee ; ; 
1934. Mrs. Griffith was born in San mount studio laboratory, died July W. Va. VARIETY), VARIETY and DAILY 


After the death of Mack, Moran 
had teamed with other partners but 
never achieved anywhere near the 
success that he and Mack had reg- 
istered as “The Two Black Crows 





Francisco and met her husband 
while both were acting in stock 
companies there. They were mar- 
ried in 1906. She later appeared in 
a number of films made by the old 





























24 in Hollywood. 





Robert Mollencott, 80, St. Louis’ 
oldest stagehand, died July 27 at 
the home of a daughter whom he 



























































Rita Foran to Brian O'Higgins 
Dublin, July 24. Both are with the 
Abbey Theatre Co. 

Margaret E. MacKenzie to Robert 






































VARIETY “had a claim for relief,” 
the judge ruled, “by alleging a com- 
Dination to restrain the trade in 
the sale and purchase of advertis- 

















other similar skits. Biogravh Co. an wiaiiien tnt . nip E. Berry, Rochester, N. H., July ing.” He described the Guild’s 
aa both had come up the hard Teovived we a sister. Was ViIEHING _ San Francisco. 23. . “ie Le ogee “as x at tion in barring its members 
way in minstrels and small time manieapiiple Ramon Montoya, 69, w.k. guitar- ogg ested - '' peers ea are as “an sheolute 
vaude, they hit the jackpot in 1927 EMILE DE RECAT ist, died in Madrid July 22. He had po, 2) annos ” nae DIGRCEE GS ieaae 
jn the “Black Crows” routine, Emile De Recat. 60. one-time accompanied leading Spanish dan- *°C"8S‘€T, ¥X. Cohn argued that the Sherman 
ich practically overnight cata- aa A I tage Se cers with his music Mildred Jocelyn to Dick Weaver. Act was “designed to prevent 
which Pp ate fourfiware sale- ballet master of the Paris Grand New York, July 4. Bride le aleck a. Cas 5. 
pulted them in J ye om topped Opera Co. and former supervising Pa fay : t csp no's o- lewis oy Se ae - detriment to the public” and 
ries. These were to be ta pao director on foreign films for Metro Mother, 73, of Lilian Altert, head ¢ Trady 'M: he a “I le _ moter claimed that the SWG members 
m Par by their various excursions and Pathe, died July 26 in Holly- booker for the District T heatres _ rucy 2 a on jas eees3 at ‘“r. were “just like lawyers, dentists 
~Georgs it musicals Ss = i's wood. Corp., died in Brooklyn, N. Y. July ang A a 29. yg is one i doctors in refusing to adver- 
eee» George White's “‘Sean- Moving to the U. S. in 1915, De 31. with iin nes tise.” 
) appear “vanities, ix€ hi editions of the Recat produced and directed musi- : cal , ‘ See tons Judge Hall Sees Violations 
e” with dals” and ——s Show.” Earthy | Ca! shows in the midwest, among! Otis Marion Sebring, 74, who = “on 
Shuberts’ “Passing ge . — them “Smiles of 1920.” He put on operated theatres in Shelburn and BIRTHS Judge Hall answered this _ y 
a Silver comedy of the ee aces tin the American Festival at the dedi- Sullivan, Ind., died July 22 in pointing out that “since the writer 
\ssn. of jected Moran as i Ke ely ee cation of the Los Angeles Coliseum Shelburn. Mr. and Mrs. Don Brinkley, son, iS not free to contract this is a 
ts. straight ned wi = yates aed in 1923 and remained in California Chicago, July 26. Father is assist- Violation of the Sherman Act 
receiv Mack, was rate 1e top biackiz for a career in the film industry. i "5 ) -hor ;. ant program director at WBBM, He declared that any group of 
‘+ ‘t of that era. Although Fritz Hart, 75, London-born di ne 
‘d at the comedy ac . ie ere i. caricature | ; rector of the Honolulu Symphony, Chi. " people could get together and agree 
t. 8. their ee oe iticis ge d | DAVID A. BROUDY died in Honolulu July 10. Dr. and Mrs. F. R. Bussey. son. not «o do something, without any 
oe —. est «ay nt poly eae Ne-| David A. Broudy, 65, orchestra jaune New York, July 25. Mother is ac- provision for enforcing that agree- 
ane eee white Their material | leader, died after a heart attack in| Will Owen Carter, 72, formerly ‘ess Irra Petina. sini 1, ment and they would be within the 
Foolish iy a eeeede were tops—and that’s | Pittsburgh, July 31. He was the with Republic pictures in Indi- Mi and Mrs. Milton _ ( harles, law. Since there was an enforce- 
; I that mattered. In addition to| conductor for old Grand Theatre anapolis, died there July 24. aa Burbank, C al., July 27. Father mont provision, providing definite 
|. Y. for their stage appearances, they made , in Pittsburgh when it opened in —_—_— | M geet gong les Michel punishment, in the SWG's adver- 
5 on veral films and multiple record- | 1919 and in 1928 was the leader of, Cortland Fitzsimmons, 56, screen : ‘car Yy * J 0 Of ; > h any tising boycott rule, he said this 
oeen in rere best sellers the Stanley theatre orchestra when, writer, died July 27 in Hollywood. 0M, ‘ew York, wuly <0. father is os “an effective means of an eco- 
ings that were bes a Warner Bros. launched that house. ' head of the transcription firm bear- “@S . § smteamiainbhen: 
ly Stew- Although stage partners, the| In 1940 Broudy retired as a ing his name. ees ‘Ss rangu ation. . 
as their same arrangement did not obtain Wucician to become a man- | Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dmytryk, Is it a violation for a group of 
entwood - financially. Prior to their big click, ager for Warners. He was at their Theatre TV son, London, July 25. Mother is people to agree among themselves 
Mack incorporated the team name Shadyside theatre in that capacity if film actress Jean Porter; father is not to use a particular commodi- 
icago to and Moran worked on a salary at the time of his death. * | PL Continued from page 1 = a film producer. ; ty?” Cohn asked. 
: I x 
vith the rather than a 50-50 split of their P 4 ’ Mr. and Mrs. James L. Stirton, conn ; Ga ; 
, ee vont; He leaves his wife, three sons! . ; : : ! The question ‘has a man a 
x back- earnings. This tig veges be and daughter ings in support of the channel al-,son, Oak Park, Il, July 26. right to earn a living?’ is also 
t Show along smoothly until they hit pea |locations. Since the FCC has set Father is general manager of ABC- M80" ‘tO | earn, sig oY 
earnings, wherein Moran made an | HENRIK GALLEN | Sept. 2 as the date for receipt of ,TY Central Division in Chi. ae he ne ee ee a 
ultimatum to his partner that here- | Henrik Galeen. 87. a former mo-| 2nswers to questions on theatre Mr. and Mrs. Will Lieberson, °. ae ee yl a wth ee 8 tree 
os ye Ny OS, cate "| Motion Picture Engineers, Para- ¢xec editor in charge of comics for : 
r oon, © Sram Senay wenees, Fe- ae Me agg res ry Naina Sl mount and 20th-Fox it is exepcted Fawcett Publications. P Judge Hall also ruled that the 
fused to accede to the new terms, ay ; * y > iti to the FCC Mr. and Mrs. Peter Potter, son, public interest was at stake in the 
i ; an A - officer in the first World | that the MPAA petition to the FC . i 
Inez. and Moran walked out of the act man Army olfice e S aca’ Btn te Hollywood, July 31. Mother is cuit rejecting Cohn’s argument 
hi in “Vani- War. After the war he went to will be filed by that time. paces at oul Gavia fetes 4, Co 88) ¢ Cohn's 
from a while they were starred in “Vani : ; : songstress Beryl Davis; father is that it was not. The jurist stated 
opez. ties” at the Earl Carroll theatre, Sweden where he wrote and di-| MPAA’s video committee faced disk jockey with KFWB there. - . “atte ath a ir ane aie 
dams at N. ¥. Mack enlisted a former part- rected several motion og sha vee | considerable difficulty in con- | Mr. and Mrs. Allen Luden. wage He 1€ ublic p coromceslige 1 su £g 
ner, Bert Swor, also a wellknown | cluding “The Golem” and “Student yincing some member-companies daughter, July 31, Hartford, Conn. '® the public interest. 
Riviera minstrel, to bridge the gap, retain- , of Prague. : | of the wisdom of the move. Some Father is continuity director for | Cohn hed sought to have a vital 
ing the team name of Moran & Survived by wife, son and a of the majors showed no interest WTIC there. portion of the complaint stricken 
e at St. Mack, and with few other than the daughter. in the project but were convinced Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Brooks, and Judge Hall also ruled against 
show’s management any the wiser. | T that, even if they did not plan to son, in New York, Aug. 2. Father him on this point. Matter here 
onor at When the show went on tour, John | ROBERT LAMBER launch theatre TV at this time, is film buyer for Fabian circuit. dealt with an allegation in the 
.. Barton supplanted Swor. Robert Lambert, 56, veteran they might be interested in the fu- trade papers’ complaint that the 
alone In 1929, Moran brought suit showman of Penacook, N. H., died ture; hence, the need for all-indus- | SWG, while exercising a general 
ie Carl- against Mack to restrain him from , July 22 at Ticonderoga, i Ae try support. Others feared pos- |} Y i; Di k R trade advertising boycott, solicited 
' continuing to use his name in the| A native of East Hartford, Conn... sible anti-trust implications _ in | EN TOF VISK REP Ff such advertising of writers in its 
t. Jean rai cae), Sees be was |e Sia’ amen pi I mending together for the appitcs |i ‘Continued from page 1 sai) OWN publication, The Screen 
: no longer with it. Subsequent liti- | ope tion but were persuaded that other ——" Writer (now defunct). 
: , Je|; : rie ee . 
gation brought out that Moran and |in Penacook for many years: He ijgustries have similarly joined mand guarantees and_ royalties Raftery suscecnially - oppcesd 
’ : , - as ; : y ss , pose 
arenes Mack had been registered as a|WaS associated with the Conti forces to petition the FCC. that cannot be paid under a 49c , : . 
Cannes tal ShdWws, I and formerly Cohn's attempt to have that angle 
: trad.mark and that Mack could not | nenta Ss, snc., : : , the sub- price tag. imi laint 
be enjoined. Couple later buried | Managed Contoocook River Park Designed to serve on the , , eliminated from the complaint. 
usband, the hatchet and lle for sev-| and the Penacook Roll-A-Way. committee to implement yester-| It’s quite possible that among Judge Hall gave the SWG 60 days 
ra six- eral pictures, including ‘‘Two Black |day’s decision were Edward T. the gg oe mage ag gy by ee egg in which to file an answer to his 
, | i ’s e a number of ,..); 
. Crows,” “Wh Bri Tha Lie?” JOSEPH F. MORROW | Cheyfitz, secretary of the MPAA’s new tabe Bit ; . ‘ rulings or to enter a plea to the 
Italy in and _ ee t Up Joseph Francis Morrow, 52, a tele committee and chief aide to —e — are —- = suit. 
». John After his partner’s death, Moran, member of Metro’s Philadel- prez Eric Johnston; Frank Cahill nih : } are ye | as a i ont tame Vee 
‘i resumed the act with other part-  phia sales staff since 1924, died in of Warners, and Theodore Black of orchestras and others that never conspiracy suit asks no money 
- ror USO and last appeared in it on a Forty Fort, Pa., July 29. He was, ——— — — regen ee ed — g Pay net gerr damages, 2 slmaie voamecin that 
od tour during the war. in the motion picture industry and Sidney Schreiber, MPAA gen- ?' ‘ en the Federal Court enjoin the SWG 
an-Les i ps eet p= 1913 and for many years rep- eral counsel, were designated as ies, and among some _ recording from enforeing @ Boyett on trade 
n Paris NORBERT LUSK resented Metro in northeastern ex-officio members. ca goat eagthces = gg Beggecncs pers, not just. VARIETY (weekly) 
it doing Norbert Lusk, 66, motion picture | Pennsylvania. | Yesterday’s meet was attended | ©6!n making recordings, the way! ind its DAILY VARIETY (locally 
‘eae inte de . - | Survived by wife, son and two : sr-cam. Will at least be open for new band : 
[arshall publicist and magazine editor, died| , “ - ‘ ’ , by delegates of all member-com names to click, which could set up nublished ). 
after a heart attack July 23 at daughters. | panies, together with most MPAA ger ree lh cakdes i ganiibie: dae 
for 10 Forest Hills, N. Y. | DWIN HODGE execs excepting Johnston, who is the ey a ; me - ‘ — 
spot on orn in New Orleans, Lusk en- | Edwin Hodee 61 ioeumae actor, now on the Coast. MPAA veepee ond an usiness to stage a come- P ‘ 
une magnets wen rand assistant. to died in New York, July 27. i \inssseneachaathonnccseneanengsaien ‘It’s figured that the 49 labels Variety Bills 
singer. Arthur jehneon at the Labia studio | Originally oo Fer he will use bands that couldn’t even Continued from page 46 <—"I 
in Philadelphia. At Lubin and later later __ appeare om roa@way secure contracts from indie labels. _ . 
at World sella he wrote ve- ya PR he as ges St Loo Cops If a non-name singer is secured by 7immy Lewis | re Villege Bere 
icles for Johnson, Norma Tal-| Widow,” “Oh, Promise ? ° one of the cheaper disk lines, he The Blenders Bob Scott 
madge, and other stars of the pe- | Lost Horizons.” | He last ap- Continued from page 1 Samed Or she must be supplied with ar- Shotsie Davis Mary Ellen 4 
riod - peared in 1948 in “Look, Ma, I’m rangements and beckerounding Andre. & Dorthee Abbey Albert Ore 
. Aaa . : 3 ge : ; » Tini nson } illage Vanguaro 
it N.Y. in te joined the Goldwyn company  Pancin’. beg “ NS ee eS ae paid for by the disk company, but Lucille Dixon Ore Mary Lou Williams 
and was for two years its di- | has Diunte ; ie _ in buying a band, all these things Versailles |” Walder¢-Astorie 
eseking rector of publicity, serving later in FRANK TALBOT opinion of many fans. Statistically (je in the package, including a| Susan Wayne | Freddy Martin. Ore 
, South € same capacity with Thomas H. | Frank Talbot, 85, vet Pocono minded, Caray keeps up an almost singer. Which is the reason the Bob Grant Ore Mischa Borr Ore 
_ | Ince, George Loane Tucker, and owner and manager in Melbourne, ceaseless chatter and many local 49.’ jabels will use bands. CHICAGO 
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THEATRE 
NORTH SHORE PLAYERS 








AROUND BOSTON 


* in the handsome auditorium of the 
Marblehead High School—the  theatre- 
home of the North Shore Players—an ele- 
gant audience, gay in Summer finery, sat 
rapt and still while Hildegarde, always the 
incomparable, worked the magic of a su- 
perb performance.” 


Fantastic Hit 


“This is a new kind of show business! 

“And it certainly is, for never before has 
a star of such magnitude prepared such a 
concert recital to play, in of all places, a 
Summer theatre! Gnd. curiously, everyone 
connected with it will make plenty of 
money. It's a cinch to be a fantastic hit. 

“To begin with, it is magnificently pro- 
duced. 

“ ‘Hilda.’ herself, is magnificent in two 
sensational gowns and with two changes for 
every performance!” 


Sell-Out Assured 


“The show runs for at least two hours, 
with an intermission, and the audience was 
truly as select as at an opera opening, with 
notables coming in from all along the North 
Shore. And every night will be the same, 
with a sell-out practically assured.” 


—George W. Clarke, 
Boston Evening American. 


HILDEGARDE 


“This is a summer season full of novel- 
ties and unexpected pleasures, not the least 
of which, when the records are finally in 
for 1949, will be the engagement of the 
celebrated Hildegarde this week under the 
auspices of the North Shore Players at Mar- 
blehead. Hildegarde, as an entertainer 
par excellence in the more elegant supper 
clubs and hotels, has won fame and fortune 
on the radio and through her many record- 
ings, but last night was the first occasion 
when she had played in this vicinity before 
an audience in a regular theatre. The size 
of the Marblehead Auditorium, which cer- 
tainly lacks the intimacy of a night club 
and is indeed formidable in its dimensions, 
provided a considerable challenge in itself, 
and since enterprise and courage are to be 
commended in the theatre as elsewhere it 
is pleasant to report that the evening went 
off extremely well. 

“Hildegarde, wherever she appears, is a 
masterly entertainer, even when she is mak- 
ing the carefully rehearsed seem impromptu 
... Her appearance is engaging and attrac- 
tive. Her costumes are striking, especially 
a lovely white satin gown sewn with sequins 
and she adapts her style adroitly from the 
softly sentimental to the lustily patriotic or 
cheerfully comic. 

“The style of show that she presents is an 
enlarged version of her supper club act, 
running for close on two hours and consist- 
ing of a series of songs and piano selections. 

“Among Hildegarde’s many assets are 
her generally good diction and power of 
projection which appeared to carry even 
her most intimate numbers to the back of 
the hall.” 

—Elinor Hughes, 





The Boston Herald. 
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HILDEGARDE SCORES HIT 


“Impressarios who look beyond present 
narrow summer theatre horizons in an ef- 
fort to give a shot in the arm to summer 
theatre fare deserve some kind of an acco- 
lade, so here’s to Blake Johnson, 2nd, and 
John L. Watson, of the North Shore Play- 
ers. It takes courage for gentlemen who 
pay the bills to boldly depart from familiar 
paths and these two had it. They brought 
Hildegarde, popularly known night club en- 
tertainer, to the Marblehead this week and 
it’s nice to report that Hildegarde and the 
audiences aren’t letting them down. 

“A full evening’s entertainment in the 
theatre is an adventure along uncharted 
trails for Hildegarde, too. Her act has gone 
over ‘big’ in the more intimate confines of 
night clubs and hotel dinner shows, but 
these appearances are 30 minute stints at 
their longest and an evening in the theatre 
requires an undiminished tempo of enter- 
tainment of well over an hour for an audi- 
ence whose demands are not lulled by good 
food and its fizzy accompaniment. 

“Hildegarde met the challenge hand- 
somely for a capacity first night audience 
in her initial repertoire and after intermis- 
sion she not only met this challenge but 
that of dead microphones and the chuffing 
of the 10:40 train... 

“Hildegarde sets herself a breakneck 
tempo and keeps up with it; a song such as 
‘There's No Business Like Show Business,’ 
a quiet bit of nostalgia like ‘My Heart 
Sings,’ a roistering ‘See That You're Born 
in Texas,’ and sandwiching them, a few 
eorny jokes, relished because of the mix- 
ture of corn and flashing Hildegarde per- 
sonality. 

“She is equally effective at the piano in 
solos and duets with Director Gioe. 

“The opening night audience liked it very 
much.” 

—A. E. Watts, 


Boston Traveler. 
(July 27, 1949) 
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HILDEGARDE PLEASANT 
SUMMER SEASON 
SURPRISE 


“Hildegarde sans a hefty nightclub tab 
and a ‘head’ the next morning is one of the 
pleasantest surprises of the current ‘straw- 
hat’ season. Imagine her, she begs you to 
imagine, playing in a schoolhouse! , 

“For this very snazzy darling of the night- 
clubs and the smart hotel supper-rooms is 
doing just that .. . playing to capacity in 
the Marblehead High School Auditorium 
under the sponsorship of her manager, the 
celebrated Anna Sosenko, in association 
with the North Shore Players. 


“It is Hildegarde’s first and only summer 
theatre appearance. Judged from this 
week’s informal airing along the Mosquito 
Circuit, Hildegarde should be a hit on 
Broadway. The customers are extravagant- 
ly vocal about her and her highly-original- 
for-the-theatre show. 

“It is doubtful if any other summer the- 
atre production has assayed even a fraction 
of the intermission sidewalk debating 
chalked up by this hotter-than-hot ‘straw- 
hat’ novelty. 

“. , . adds her pianistic skill to an act 
that delighted the seat-holders no end. 

“Appearing in a series of her customarily 
low-hung, strapless, clinging-as-the-skin-on- 
a-peach gowns, the begloved charmer of a 
chanteuse beguiled the evening away for 
possibly one of the most appreciative audi- 
ences her showmanship has ever assembled 
. .. Hildegarde’s enormous capacity for 
bringing the utmost in showmanship to her 
performance has built this ambitious girl 
from Milwaukee into the world’s highest 
paid woman entertainer.” 

—Peggy Doyle, 
Boston Evening American. 
(July 27, 1949) 
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A NEW CONCERT STAR! 
HILDEGARDE CREATES NEW STYLE IN STRAWHATS! 
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MY BOSTON 


“Hildegarde (there’s that gal again!) 
proved to be even better on the stage at the 
Marblehead summer theatre, in her two- 
hour one woman show than she has been 
in the Oval and Terrace Rooms... On 
opening night it was remarkable how she 
held the attention of the audience of 1,000 
for an hour and 47 minutes, with one inter- 
mission. I have never heard so much favor- 
able comment in a theatre lobby. Evident-- 
ly most of those present were seeing Hildy 
for the. first time... The sound system 
failed after the first act but the lady from 
Milwaukee survived that ordeal with flying 
colors. It was nice seeing her up on a stage 
instead of on a supper room floor and I 
hope she continues in the theatre. Frank- 
ly, the Marblehead audience was spell- 
bound.” 

—Alan Frazer, 
Boston Evening American. 
(July 27, 1949) 
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NEW FARE AT LOCAL 
SUMMER THEATRES 


Hildegarde Gives Her One-Woman 
Show for North Shore Players 


“Hildegarde, the one and only, is prob- 
ably the hardest working woman in show 
business, this week. 


“For this, her first Summer theatre ap- 
pearance, the public is rallying loyally and 
in large numbers. 

“Hildegarde has that energy, that drive 
and forceful personality which deposit an 
audience in the palm of her hand in some- 
what less than no time at all. 

“When she announces some of her old 
favorite numbers like ‘There’s No Business 
Like Show Business,’ ‘It’s a Great Big, Won- 
derffl World’ or ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris,’ a loud, anticipatory gasp goes ’round 
the house. When she tackles that conven- 
tional ingredient of supper club humor, fhe 
sexy Innuendo, she does it slyly and gaily. 
Which is pleasurably different from laying 
it on with a trowel. ‘ 

“How Hildegarde can keep up her whirl- 
wind pace for more than two hours beats 
me. But she does, running from patter to 
song to piano pieces.” 

—Cyrus Durgin, 
The Boston Daily Globe. 
(July 27, 1949) 
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AT THE THEATRES 
North Shore Players 


“In the history of the Summer theatre, 
July 25, 1949, is already a red letter day. 
It was then that the North Shore Players 
scored their greatest pioneering success 
with the premiere theatre presentation of 
Hildegarde, truly one of the most scintil- 
lating and thoroughly delightful entertain- 
ers of our time. You have to see it to be- 
lieve it! 

“Though she has been a star in radio for 
a long time, it was obvious after only five 
or 10 minutes last night that this girl’s best 
entertaining medium is ‘in person.’ She 
leaves you a little breathless, not only with 
her vivacity and versatility, but also with 
her sparkling charm and natural beauty. 

“With Hildegarde, all the traditions of 
the Summer theatre go out the window. No 
longer will producers and managers have 
to be content with straight plays, new or 
old. From now on, they can point to the 
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